His image

~Other Speakers S-Z: K.P. Yohannan:
We all desire to become mature Christians and to be used by God. And we all have difficulties in our life as well.
What we must see is that maturity often comes only through difficultyÂ—it does not occur in a vacuum or a
totally sterile and completely peaceful and happy environment in which we always get what we want. No.
Christian maturityÂ— Christ likenessÂ—happens only as we live like Him in this fallen world. Through
difficulties, God works maturity into our lives, producing good in us, to the praise of the Father!
As JesusÂ’ ministry on this earth was soon coming to an end, He prayed for the disciples and for all those who
would come to believe on His name some day. It is interesting what He prayed: Â“I do not pray that You should
take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil oneÂ” (John 17:15). Jesus left us in the
world, not to become a part of it but to learn more of Him through each trial and tribulation. As we see Jesus in
the midst of our days, just as the disciples did, our lives are shaped and we are made into His image.
We are in the world to be changed into His likeness and to reflect His character and glory in every situation.
Hebrews 5:8 says that Jesus Â“learned obedience by the things which He suffered.Â” If the Son of God learned
obedience through the things He experienced on the earth, then the same should be true for us.
Think about Abraham, Moses, Daniel, Gideon, Peter or Paul. Read about the lives of modern-day saints like
Sadhu Sundar Singh, Pandita Ramabai, John Hyde, George Muller or Gladys Aylward. These people were made
and shaped into those whom we esteem today by the difficulties and hardships they endured. They allowed
themselves to be taught by God in each situation.
We must keep in mind, though, that this is a continual, daily process; none of us is fashioned into the image of
Christ overnight. It takes years and many situations, but as you continue to choose to reflect Jesus in every
situation, He will transform you to live this life pleasing to Him, bringing Him glory. And in each event we face,
we can have the confident hope that Â“all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who
are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the
image of His SonÂ”(Romans 8:28Â–29).
It is His grace that allows us to respond in this life as He would. It is His strength that carries us along this
journey to learn from Him and become like Him. Jesus still calls to us today saying, Â“Come to Me . . . and learn
from Me . . . Â” (Matthew 11:28Â–29, emphasis mine). Please, I urge you, open your Bible and step into your
own journey with Jesus. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you see Jesus through the pages of Scripture and to show
you how to imitate Him in your life situations today. Just like the disciples, it is only as we see Jesus that we
become like Him and make a difference in our generation.
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