A Soul Winner Must Know The Bible By R. A. Torrey

~Other Speakers S-Z: Classic Christian Writings:
"Every Scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which
is in righteousness: that the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work" (2 Tim.
3:16-17, R.V.).
In the Bible is all the truth we need in dealing with men. The Word of God is the instrument that God has
appointed for the salvation of men, and the instrument He honors is His Word. It is the Word that produces
conviction of sin. It is the Word that regenerates. It is the Word that produces faith:
"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?" (Acts 2:37).
"Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever" (1 Pet. 1:23).
"So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God" (Rom. 10:17).
If then we are to be used in soul-winning, we must know the Bible. There are five texts that ought to sink deep
into the heart of every personal worker. They are:
1."So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God" (Rom. 10:17).
2. "The seed is the Word of God" (Luke 18:11, last clause.)
3. "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever" (1 Pet. 1:23).
4. "And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God" (Eph. 6:17).
5. "Is not my Word like as a fire? saith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?" (Jer.
23:29).
The personal worker who depends upon any other instrument than the Word of God is doomed to failure. But
we must have a practical knowledge of the Bible, that is, we must know how to use it for definite results. A great
many men have a large theoretical knowledge of the Bible, but no practical knowledge. They do not know how
to use the Bible so as to accomplish anything definite by its use.
In an inquiry meeting one evening, I asked one of the best Bible scholars in America to speak to an inquirer
and show her the way of life, and he whispered in my ear, "I donÂ’t know how to do that." A small practical
knowledge of the Bible is better in personal work than a large theoretical knowledge. A practical knowledge of
the Bible involves four things:
1. A knowledge how to so use the Bible as to show men, and make men realize their need of a Savior.
2. A knowledge of how to use the Bible so as to show men Jesus as just the Savior who meets their need.
3. A knowledge of how to use the Bible so as to show men how to make Jesus their own Savior.
4. A knowledge of how to use the Bible so as to meet the difficulties that stand in the way of their accepting
Christ.
We must always bear in mind that the primary purpose of our work is not to get people to join the church, or
to give up their bad habits, or to do anything else than thisÂ— to receive Jesus Christ as their Savior, the one
who bore their sins in His own body on the tree, and the one through whom they can have immediate and entire
forgiveness, and as their Master to whom they surrender absolutely the guidance of their thoughts, purposes,
feelings and actions. Â—From Personal Work.
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