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NEWSWEEK COVER: Billy Graham in Twilight - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2006/8/8 2:01
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Evangelist Rev. Billy Graham on His View of The Bible: 'I'm Not a Literalist in The Sense That Every Single Jot and Tittle
is From The Lord. This is a Little Difference in My Thinking Through The Years'
On Whether Heaven Will be Open to All Good People: 'It Would be Foolish for Me to Speculate on Who Will be There ...
I Believe The Love of God is Absolute. He Said He Gave His Son For The Whole World, and I Think He Loves Everybod
y Regardless of What Label They Have.'
[Image: http://us.news2.yimg.com/us.yimg.com/p/fi/8/26/34.jpg]
EW YORK, Aug. 6 /PRNewswire/ -- As Evangelical minister's Rev. Billy Graham's days dwindle, the man whose heyday
was consumed with preaching and with presidents is increasingly reflective. Graham spends hours now with his Bible, at
once savoring and reconsidering old stories and old lessons. "I'm not a literalist in the sense that every single jot and tittl
e is from the Lord," Graham says in the current issue of Newsweek. "This is a little difference in my thinking through the
years. There are things that I just don't understand." He is not questioning the Incarnation or the Atonement, but is argui
ng that the Bible is open to interpretation, and fair-minded Christians may disagree or come to different conclusions abo
ut specific points. As part of Newsweek's August 14 cover story, "Billy Graham In Twilight" (on newsstands Monday, Aug
ust 7), in a series of candid, in-depth, exclusive interviews, Managing Editor Jon Meacham speaks to Graham, who refle
cts on his new way of thinking, the state of the world, the Bible and on the prospect of death.
A unifying theme of Graham's new thinking now is humility. He is sure and certain of his faith in Jesus as the way to salv
ation, but when asked whether he believes heaven will be closed to good Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus or secular p
eople, Graham says: "Those are decisions only the Lord will make. It would be foolish for me to speculate on who will be
there and who won't ... I don't want to speculate about all that. I believe the love of God is absolute. He said he gave his
son for the whole world, and I think he loves everybody regardless of what label they have."
more info:
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/060806/nysu008.html?.v=68
Re: NEWSWEEK COVER: Billy Graham in Twilight - posted by enid, on: 2006/8/8 7:33
Sad. Really sad. He seems to have bowed to popular secular opinion. I guess most people will say don't judge him, jus
t pray for him.
If he believes, contrary to what Jesus himself said, about not one jot or tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is
fulfilled, and also that heaven and earth will pass away but My words will never pass away, then he has changed what s
cripture says in favour of his own beliefs. So, who do we listen to, him or the Bible?
Basically, he is also saying heaven is open to false religion, cults, witches or any other group because God is a God of l
ove.
Maybe I missed something in the Bible, but think I read that God is a God of judgment, wrath, is angry with the wicked e
very day, will judge the world in righteousness etc.
For someone who has spent over 60 years supposedly preaching the gospel, he now sounds confused and uncertain ab
out what to believe. God help him, and us, to believe His word, and not to believe the world, the flesh and the devil. Go
d bless.
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Re: - posted by KindGottes (), on: 2006/8/8 9:42
enid, I agree with you. ThatÂ´s why we are to trust in the Word of God and not in men!
God bless
Re: - posted by geddingsm (), on: 2006/8/8 11:13
This is really sad. Being from the South and raised Southern Baptist Billy Graham was "the man" it's sad to see him veer
from his beaten path in his twilight years. Even thought I was raised Southern Baptist I was not saved until my adult year
s, but at any time I would have told you that Jesus is the only way and Billy Graham is 100% behind me in that statemen
t. I am really disappointed to see him at this point so late in life.
In Him,
geddingsm
Re: - posted by Compton (), on: 2006/8/8 11:43
I remember a WWII recording of Graham preaching to a stadium filled with sailors heading off to war. He was filled with
a clear view of eternity, and an urgent love for souls.

Quote:
-------------------------A unifying theme of Graham's new thinking now is humility.
-------------------------

As with all post-modernism, including post-modern Christianity, uncertainty is equated with humility, while certainty is vie
wed as arrogance. The western church is becoming secular, deist, and even agnostic. The Great Comission has becom
e hazy because we feel we must first and foremost be 'culturally relevant' to post-modernism. We worldy American Chris
tians are forgetting how to preach the Gospel out of season.
"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.
Pray for us poor confused emergent 'culturally relevant' Americans, you blessed saints from around the world. In a way
Graham is a metaphor for American Christianity. Have mercy on him for his prior faithfulness, and pray for a return to thi
ngs of eternal relevance.
MC
Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2006/8/8 13:54
Here are some quotes from the entire article:
But more recent years have given him something he had little of in his decades of global evangelism: time to think both
more deeply and more broadly. As he has grown older, Graham has come to an appreciation of complexity and a
gentleness of spirit that sets him apart from many other high-profile figures in America's popular religious
milieuÂ—including, judging from their public remarks, his own son Franklin Graham, and men such as Jerry Falwell and
Pat Robertson.
Others relish the battlefield; Graham now prizes peace. He is a man of unwavering faith who refuses to be judgmental; a
steady social conservative in private who actually does hate the sin but loves the sinner; a resolute Christian who
declines to render absolute verdicts about who will get into heaven and who will not; a man concerned about traditional
moralityÂ—he is still slightly embarrassed that he kissed "two or three girls" before he kissed his wifeÂ—who will not be
dragged into what he calls the "hot-button issues" of the hour. Graham's tranquil voice, though growing fainter, has
rarely been more relevant.
Debates over the exact meaning of the word "day" in Genesis (Graham says it is figurative; on the other hand, he thinks
Jonah was actually swallowed by a whale) or whether the "Red Sea" is better translated as "sea of reeds"Â—which
takes Moses' miracle out of the realm of Cecil B. DeMilleÂ—or the actual size of ancient armies in a given battle may
seem picayune to some. For many conservative believers, however, questioning any word of the Bible can cast doubt
on all Scripture. Graham's position, then, while hardly liberal, is more moderate than that of his strictest fellow Christians.
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In perhaps his most celebrated remark, Franklin has referred to Islam as "a very evil and wicked religion," and dec
lines to back down. "After 9/11, there were a lot of things being said about how the God of Islam and the God of the Ch
ristian faith were one and the same, but that's simply not true ... ," Franklin told NEWSWEEK. "The God that I worship d
oes not require me to kill other people. The God that I worship tells me I am to love my enemy, to give him food when he
's hungry and water when he's thirsty." Asked whether he thinks such observations are helpful, the younger Graham sai
d: "It's not the calling of my life to preach against Islam. You're a reporter; you ask me, and I answer the question. I don't
go on television or into stadiums and make Islam or gay marriage or the right to life my theme. But in the work that I do I
come up against belief systems all over the world. I see much of the damage that is done in the name of religion. In the
Balkans, Milosevic would have Orthodox priests bless the troops before they would rape and kill. Man's heart is evil and
wicked until it is changed by Christ."
Asked about his son's use of the phrase "evil and wicked" in reference to Islam, Graham says: "I would not say
Islam is wicked and evil ... I have a lot of friends who are Islamic. There are many wonderful people among them. I
have a great love for them. I have spoken at Islamic meetings, in Nigeria and in different parts of the world." The father's
view, then, is different from the son's. "I'm sure there are many things that he and I are not in total agreement about," Gr
aham says. "I'm an old man, he's a young man in the prime of life." Anne Graham Lotz, after expressing her deep respe
ct for her brother's life and work, said: "When Daddy was my brother's age, he was saying some pretty strong things, too
, so you have to remember that experience and the living of a life can soften your perspective."
Re: Make It Plain Bro Mike!!! ... - posted by Rahman, on: 2006/8/8 15:16

- Man bro Mike these words have just blessed my soul, and just about made me shout right here in the workplace Quote;
"As with all post-modernism, including post-modern Christianity, uncertainty is equated with humility, while certainty is vi
ewed as arrogance."

- My God, my God, my God, bro you have no idea what a blessing these words are ... Thank You Jesus! -

You continued;
"The western church is becoming secular, deist, and even agnostic. The Great Comission has become hazy because w
e feel we must first and foremost be 'culturally relevant' to post-modernism. We worldy American Christians are forgettin
g how to preach the Gospel out of season.
- OUCH! ... This is the same message from the book "Prophetic Untimliness" ... See this is what i'm talking about when i
say when i sit under a sermon and my toes don't get stomped on then what's the point of the sermon? ... The truth hurts,
but when its of our Lord convicting us to repentance and a return to first love and works - then that's some good hurt! -

You ended;
"Pray for us poor confused emergent 'culturally relevant' Americans, you blessed saints from around the world."
- Aaaaaaaaa-men ... Tho i'm "certain" our Lord will soon clear up our confusion!
Re: - posted by Compton (), on: 2006/8/8 20:11
Quote:
-------------------------- Aaaaaaaaa-men ... Tho i'm "certain" our Lord will soon clear up our confusion!
-------------------------

How wonderful Rhaman....not looking forward to any hard times...but looking forward to seeing how God divides the light
from the darkness in fellowship. All this grayness in the church is suffocating. Worse yet, I have grayness in my heart, an
d I long to have the light divided from the darkness there as well. I think when the Lord brings His sword into the Church,
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it's not to divide people, but to cut the world out of our hearts, which is why I understand your sentiment here...

Quote:
-------------------------when i sit under a sermon and my toes don't get stomped on then what's the point of the sermon?
-------------------------

Your comment reminds me of something I said a few weeks ago in a thread Jesse started.
",... as I grow tired of my tolerance for sin and loveless ness, (and tired of hiding it from you) I want to let go of the world..
. I'm talking about the world that is quite comfortable in our churches...the ambition to be great and be heard, to dominat
e one another. The world in our churches keeps people from entering the kingdom of heavenÂ…making even Â‘christian
sÂ’ twice the sons of hell because they no longer see their need for the gospel.
So I welcome the convictors and hard preachers. Spare not my soul to tolerate sin! Spare not the rod...I will not die. Invit
e the sons of thunder back into the congregation and eject the sons of therapy. Unless a 'church member' be born again
they are damned. Indeed, how great is the condemnation for those who hear the gospel daily (without response)...perha
ps there is no greater devil then the one who knows the words but, because of unbelief, uses his confession to deceive
others. They do not believe Christ gives a New Heart, so they try to whitewash themselves and numb their conscience a
gainst lust, greed, and idolatry."
(edit: Amen to Franklin's insistence..."Man's heart is evil and wicked until it is changed by Christ.")
I feel the urgency of this more today then I did a few weeks ago. It seems many of our established leaders, including Dr.
Graham, are unwittingly soothing us when they should be disturbing us.
I'm a typical Christian RNG (really nice guy ;-) ), looking to fit in with the crowd... but I believe in order to speak plainly wi
th love in these last days, Heaven is going to be moving through many of us RNG's like a wind tunnel!(edit: mainly to roo
t us out...)
MC
Re: what was NOT in the message - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/8/8 21:00
Quote:
-------------------------Really sad. He seems to have bowed to popular secular opinion. I guess most people will say don't judge him.
-------------------------

Certainly, he deserves respect, but thatÂ’s not the same thing as agreement. Apparently he himself admitted that only a
bout 5% of those who came forward to be saved really were. Now, if that was true (and only God knows) than that is im
mensely serious. That means that 95% of his followers are hell-bound and believe they are heaven-bound! That thought
alone takes my breath away.
I can hear some strong objections to my Â“accusationsÂ”, but still, I feel that for many years he has been preaching a g
ospel of easy-believism - Â– thatÂ’s not to say that the Spirit did not use his words to bring genuine conviction in many-a
heart. After all, God works in spite of people.
I believe this problem we are suddenly seeing has been a very, very long one. Only for many years nothing seemed wro
ng because our churches have had the same blind spots.
Really, to be fair to Graham, I feel that it is not so much his actual messages or his good moral life that are faulty. ItÂ’s th
e part of the gospel message that was missing.
Someone said: Â“ItÂ’s not whatÂ’s in a book that is dangerous, itÂ’s whatÂ’s NOT in the book.Â” That applies here. T
he danger has been what was NOT in GrahamÂ’s message.
I believe that he failed to teach the high cost of following Christ, and the radical separation from the world and itÂ’s ways
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of thinking. On the contrary, Jesus made that very clear. Jesus did not offer salvation to anyone who wanted to compro
mise.
Christ said Â“He who is not for me is against me.Â”
Paul said, Â“If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.Â”
You canÂ’t have the best of both worlds. You can't have a foot on each side.
Diane

Re: - posted by Tears_of_joy, on: 2006/8/9 5:04
This message was preached by Billy Graham in 1957, very powerful and no compromising, maybe many would no
believe it, but it is such strong message!
(http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id11175&forum40&2) Mission Commitment
I don't know about his state today, but if the messages that today are preached were like this, we would be much better
spiritualy, instead this miserable situation that is in church generaly today.
Re: Wow! Things have sure changed - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/8/9 8:05
Tears of Joy: I can't thank you enough! What an incredible message by Billy Graham!!!! I was gripped within the first few
paragraphs. IÂ’m still shaking my head! Was that for real?!
This was preached in 1957. I entered the evangelical scene as a youth in 1970. Back then the Baptist Church I joined w
as a very plain country church of mostly farmers. Yet they sent 50% of their budget to missionaries Â– many of whom ha
d grown up in the church. So what happened after 1957?
I think many of the church members were still living off the remnants of that kind of undiluted gospel message that Grah
am preached, but they were not passing it on with clarity and they were themselves slipping. The message was graduall
y getting diluted.
I recall separation being preached fervently. It was more a Â“preaching against sinÂ” Â–really a very inadequate picture
of sin. These Â“sinsÂ’ were mostly about lifestyle Â– and we, being careful to avoid them, viewed ourselves as quite righ
teous. I certainly do not recall hearing about the drastic separation that Jesus required. I wish I had Â– because that is t
he essence of genuine salvation!!!

In his 1957 message, Graham used the philosophy of our former enemy, Communism, to portray this radical loyalty to a
cause:
A communist: "I will gladly die that Communism may be advanced one more mile."
Would you gladly die that Christ might be advanced one more mile in Africa?
Five young men were willing to die last year that Christ might be taken to an Indian tribe in Ecuador. But what about you
?
Before we blame Graham for his falling away, I think we aught to look at ourselves Â– as GodÂ’s people. Maybe the pe
ople of God stopped wanting to hear any more about radical separation, maybe viewing it as legalistic restraints (which t
hey had become familiar with). Maybe God gave them a leader who would say what that they WANTED to hear. WasnÂ’
t that often GodÂ’s way?
And so GrahamÂ’s message stopped challenging the "righteous" ones in the church of their hypocrisy, and he focused
his message on the unchurched.
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Jesus said, "It is not the righteous who need a doctor.... "
EDIT: It just occurred to me that on another thread, Philologos pointed out that a significant doctrinal shift began aroun
d 50 years ago. I asked for an article that would summerize that. Perhaps, if such a one comes along, I will add it here, a
s I think it would be fitting.
Diane

Re: A Typical Christian RNG ... - posted by Rahman, on: 2006/8/9 16:47

Bro Mike you wrote;
"I think when the Lord brings His sword into the Church, it's not to divide people, but to cut the world out of our hearts,
which is why I understand your sentiment here..."

--- You know bro i'm reminded of the question at the latter part of 2Cor.6:14 - "for what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? ... i believe as it stands now in many a
congregation there's just enough shadow (worldliness) or grayness as you called it for a segment of the unrighteous to
be able to survive in ... But i also believe that when any church leadership/congregation gets serious about our Lord to a
point of seeking Him on our faces toward a fresh outpouring of His Spirit it will cut the world out of our hearts, but it's
also gonna physically seperate anyone who's just perpetrating light - Sin in our lives may be able to survive in a
continuous barrage of saccarin "how much He loves us sermons", but not in an invironment where our sins are called
sins and the consequences made known - Only those who love truth, Holy Spirit bearing witness, will be drawn to such
light ---

Bro Mike you wrote;
"So I welcome the convictors and hard preachers. Spare not my soul to tolerate sin! Spare not the rod...I will not die.
Invite the sons of thunder back into the congregation and eject the sons of therapy."

--- "Invite the sons of thunder back into the congregation and eject the sons of therapy" ... Man! - another one for my
quote book ... Amen bro, are we not God's children? ... Didn't He Himself say "He disciplines as many as He loves"? ...
Prov.23: - Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat hi
m with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell.
Prov.29: - The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame (to say nothing of th
e shame brought to our heavenly Father).
Prov.6: - For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:
Prov.10: - He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth.
Prov.12: - Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but he that hateth reproof is brutish.
Prov.13: - Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction: but he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured.
Prov.15;
- A fool despiseth his father's instruction: but he that regardeth reproof is prudent.
- Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the way: and he that hateth reproof shall die.
- The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise.
- He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding. ---

Bro Mike you wrote;
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"I feel the urgency of this more today then I did a few weeks ago. It seems many of our established leaders, including Dr.
Graham, are unwittingly soothing us when they should be disturbing us."

--- Bro Mike and i just want to be an instrument of exortation to you by saying that His move within you toward your incre
ased sense of "urgency" and "intensity" is really showing thru ... i certainly can sense a difference in you, as from your pr
evious post my spirit lept when i read it! ... It's obvious to me that Holy Spirit is surging and operating in you at a much hi
gher level! ... Praise Him! ---

Bro Mike you finished;
I'm a typical Christian RNG (really nice guy ), looking to fit in with the crowd... but I believe in order to speak plainly with l
ove in these last days, Heaven is going to be moving through many of us RNG's like a wind tunnel!

--- Amen bro, just like our Lord chose and moved thru that typical RNG Gideon (the lowly wheat thresher) ... God loves t
o move thru folk who'd much rather just fit into a crowd, if not to avoid the crowd altogether ... And you said it so right wh
en you said "in love" ... Exuding His love is the key element we must display in His "moving" any of us as His instrument
s ...
Bro Mike i'm praying for you that you'll continue to surrender and submit to His quickening of your spirit by His Spirit and
that you'll do what you hear Him saying to you ... Blessed be our God, and the fact that He doesn't count it robbery to ch
oose and use us deserving of hell to His glory ...
Man we serve a Mighty Good God!!! ... The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour! (you see yourself as a typical
CRNG, which is good, but the latter is how our Lord sees you) --- ;-)
Re: - posted by Compton (), on: 2006/8/9 21:25
Many thanks Rhaman for your faithful fellowship, exhortation, and encouragement on these things. We are given the Hol
y Sprit, and we are given one another...both for comfort and exhortation. Our God has indeed supplied all our needs acc
ording to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus!
Blessings,
MC

Page 7/7

