General Topics :: question about Jewish beliefs

question about Jewish beliefs - posted by MSeaman (), on: 2006/8/17 16:54
I know that there are some people who are Jewish on this forum and I have a question.
Please forgive my ignorance, but if there is no temple, do the modern religious Jewish people still do the animal sacrifice
s? if not, how do they atone for sin? Perhaps, I have missed something in my reading of the old testament.
Thank you in advance.
Re: question about Jewish beliefs - posted by BradW (), on: 2006/8/17 17:00
Good question, M.
I'm interested to see the replies. There was a thread a while back that mentioned something of Israel having salvation a
nd being God's people. I'm pretty sure the Bible says that if you don't have the Son, you don't have the Father. Are they
still considered the people of God even though they don't have the Father?
Re: question about Jewish beliefs - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2006/8/17 22:32
Hello Melissa...
In Judaism, the sacrifice is known as the Korban (or "&#1511;&#1512;&#1489;&#1503;"). This more or less translates a
cronymically to "Come near (or Draw Near) to God." After the destruction of the 2nd Temple in 70 A.D. by Titus, the pra
ctice of Korbanot ceased (for the most part).
Traditional Judaism teaches that the "Messiah" is coming, and he will most likely reinstate the levitical practice of Korban
. Most rabbinical Jews believe that when the Christ comes, a 3rd Temple will be rebuilt. This will begin what is known r
eferred to as the "messianic era." During this time, all of the practices of the Torah will be practiced. There is debate ab
out which sort of sacrifices would take place. While most believe that both grain and animal offerings will continue, there
is a minority that believe that animal sacrifices will cease. There is actually some debate about the purpose of the korba
t in the first place.
Of course, as believers in Jesus, we know that Jesus Christ was the true Messiah -- the ultimate sacrifice. Both the "Me
ssiah" waited for by most Jews and the "Mahdi" that Muslims are waiting for sound a lot like the Biblical description of th
e antichrist. Personally, I feel that the antichrist will fulfill the conditions for the Jewish "Messiah" and the Islamic "Mahdi.
"
Anyway, you may want to perform a simple Google search. You can type in the search words "judaism" and "sacrifice."
For further study, you can type in words like "Messiah," "Mahdi" (or "Mehdi"), and "sacrifice." Your local Barnes and Nob
le almost certainly has a section on Judaism next to their section on Christianity. Regardless, this is definitely an interes
ting topic of discussion!
:-)
Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2006/8/18 5:15
chrisssssss'
Quote:
-------------------------In Judaism, the sacrifice is known as the Korban (or "&#1511;&#1512;&#1489;&#1503;"). This more or less translates acronymicall
y to "Come near (or Draw Near) to God." After the destruction of the 2nd Temple in 70 A.D. by Titus, the practice of Korbanot ceased (for the most part
).
-------------------------

I am interested to hear the replies to this too.
The word 'korban' is the word often used for "offering" in the KJV egÂ“Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto the
m, If any man of you bring an offering unto the Lord, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the
flock.Â”
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(Lev 1:2 KJVS)
Â“Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When any man of you offereth an oblation unto Jehovah, ye shal
l offer your oblation of the cattle, even of the herd and of the flock.Â”
(Lev 1:2 ASV) The ASV is making the point that this is an 'oblation' or a 'gift'. The word is used by Jesus Â“But ye say, If
a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;
he shall be free.Â”
(Mark 7:11 KJVS) As chrsssss says it has the sense of 'an approach offering' by which a suppliant might draw near to a
monarch. It was a 'gift' to God, as the words of Jesus make clear. In the letter to the Hebrews there is a distinction mad
e between 'offerings' and 'sacrifices for sin'. Heb. 10:6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure
.
Heb. 10:8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither
hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law;
chrssss, was the 'Korban' of your quote referring to the daily morning and evening sacrifice of the lamb? If it was, Korba
n, would be a proper description. But if, in Judaism, they refer to the Sin Offering or Trespass Offering, I believe this wo
uld be a mistake to designate them 'Korban' as they were obligatory rather that 'gift'. I find it instructive that the word 'Ko
rban' is not used in the description of Yom Kippur - The Day of Atonement.
I too would like to understand how an orthodox Jew thinks his sins are remitted.
On the AD70. I read a poignant history of the Rebellion recently which observed that on July 17th AD 70, in the despera
te famine and disease ridden remnants who took final refuge on the temple mount, no lamb was found for the morning b
urnt offering (Korban) and the Old Covenant was visibily (as well as spiritually) over. There were some attempts to reins
titute the ritual during the Bar Kochba revolt of AD 130 but that was just the 'last flush of a mortal illness'; it was over.
So, back to the question, how does an orthodox Jew understand the bloodless Judaism of today?
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2006/8/18 8:25
Hi All,
There are three main things that Rabinnic Jews view as taking the place of Temple Sacrifice.
Tzedakah or Tzedekiah (acts of righteousness)
Teshuvah (repentance)
Tefilia (prayer)
A good introduction into this can be found (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tzedakah) here. This is one of the reasons why
Rabbinic Judaism is so difficult to penetrate. The issue is
(http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?viewarticle&aid1958) AUTHORITY. They have already a syst
em in place that gives the Rabbi's authority over God Himself. That may seem blasphemous to us, but it is a sobering re
ality in Judaism. As far as it goes, (http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?viewarticle&aid1959) IT IS
NOT IN HEAVEN. (Bath Kol)
It would take a significant amount of time just to list the issues involved. But the thing to remember is that the Pharisees f
led to Jamnia (Yavneh) at the destruction of the Temple to continue their religion apart from the Sadducees. They were
never that friendly with them to begin with and differed widly in areas of doctrine, especially on the resurrection and exist
ence of angels. The Sadducees appear in many cases to not even believe the scriptures (just my opinion). They were th
e priesthood of the second temple period. You will recall that there had been 400 years of silence that gave way to the w
hole of Judaism "doing what was right in their own eyes." Soon the traditions of men became the doctrines of men; and t
hen the doctrines of men became the commandments of men. This progression still exists today in Christianity in some
cases.
The proliferation of synagogues (bet knesset 'the house' ) made this all possible as the Jews began to identify themselve
s more with Synagogue than with the 'Temple'. Each synagogue is said to have had a Menorah burning as did the Temp
le. The father's of homes then began to view themselves more as the 'priest of the home'. Numbers in synagogues are d
etermined by families and not individuals. So you see the pattern I'm referring to; Temple/Synagogue/Home.
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It may be useful to note that many believe also that Torah (bible) study is the highest form of worship. The study of the
Talmud is considered the highest honor in Judaism and its scholars are viewed as heroes of the Jewish World.
Just a few issues to get you started. Ritual Immersion is also a topic to address. The bottom line is that many believe tha
t the object is to do what you are able to do. I would call it 'substituting the commandments'. When you have no means t
o fulfill a commandment (i.e. the Temple is gone), then just substitute some other thing that 'can' be fulfilled. You may as
k, "By what authority do they do this"? I refer you back to the original couple articles on It is not in Heaven and Authority.
If you wish to browse through that folder there are other articles that deal with the topic also. I suggest the book, "Rabbi
Akiba's Messiah" by Daniel Gruber. I just ask that you prayerfully consider the issues involved as you minister to and writ
e about the Jews. They are steeped in deception and believe we are the ones deceived. The tendency would be to use t
he info as a weapon, which it is. But it is no different than ministering to a JW .
God Bless,
-Robert

Re: question about Jewish beliefs, on: 2006/8/18 8:44
Melissa and all, this is most helpful. Thanks.
One comment from a Christian perspective:

Quote:
-------------------------Of course, as believers in Jesus, we know that Jesus Christ was the true Messiah -- the ultimate sacrifice.
-------------------------

I would say also, Christ is the third temple - the one made without hands - built of living stones.
Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2006/8/18 11:23
Quote:
-------------------------There are three main things that Rabinnic Jews view as taking the place of Temple Sacrifice.
-------------------------

Thanks Robert, I was hoping you would pick up on this.

Quote:
-------------------------Tzedakah or Tzedekiah (acts of righteousness)
Teshuvah (repentance)
Tefilia (prayer)
-------------------------

Â“And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the Lord to accomplish his vow, or a freewill offering in bee
ves or sheep, it shall be perfect to be accepted; there shall be no blemish therein.Â”
(Lev 22:21 KJVS) Even to be accepted as 'offerings' these would have to be 'perfect'.
Re:, on: 2006/8/18 11:26
Here is some information that might be helpful in addition to all the other good info that has already been given. A study
of Yom Kippur would probably give some light to the issue. Yom Kippur (September/October) is the day of the year for
the Jewish people to repent for all of the sins they have committed over the past year. Over in Israel everything stops
on Yom Kippur and the synagogues are full.
Â“Yom Kippur is a solemn fast day. For twenty-four awesome hours from sundown to sundown, Jews the world
overÂ—young and old, male and femaleÂ—assemble in synagogues and places of prayer, to seek atonement with God
and forgiveness for all their sins. It is Â“The DayÂ” of judgment and reckoning.Â” The Gospel in the Feasts of Israel by
Victor Buksbazen, pp. 45.
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Â“In between Rosh Hashana (New YearÂ’s Day) and Yom Kippur is a ten day period during which every Jew searches
his heart and seeks to be reconciled with God and his neighbor.Â” The Gospel in the Feasts of Israel by Victor Buksbaz
en, pp. 45.
Â“Today much has changed. Atonement on Yom Kippur is no longer viewed in terms of national cleansing, as spelled o
ut in Scripture. Rather, Yom Kippur now focuses more on the individual, personal atonement. The shift in perspective c
ame with the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 A.D. With no Temple, no priesthood, no sacrifices, and the
worldwide dispersion of the Jews, finding a way to be cleansed from sins was a problem.
Some Orthodox groups employ a ninth-century ritual called Kapparot (Expiations). On the day preceding Yom Kippur, a
chicken is swung three times over the head of a penitent sinner as a prayer is recited: Â“This is my substitute, my vicario
us offering, my atonement; this cock shall meet death, but I shall find a long and pleasant life of peace.Â”
The predominant view in modern rabbinical Judaism is that sin is now atoned for by means of prayer, repentance, and g
ood deeds. There is no need for a vicarious, substitutionary atonement because people are not viewed as suffering fro
m original sin. Rather, people start life with a pure soul (as stated each day in the morning prayer: Â“O my God, the so
ul which Thou gavest me is pureÂ”), and they must struggle all their lives to keep it pure. Therefore, as one Jewish lead
er declared, Â“Judaism does not throw the burden of its sins on other shoulders, and it does not let the innocent expiate
the actions of the guilty. In Judaism, there is no vicarious atonement. OneÂ’s own guiltÂ—oneÂ’s own punishment; no
pardon without true repentance.Â” Apart from prayer, repentance, and good deeds, modern Judaism also teaches that
personal suffering may pay for sin. Even death is sufficient suffering to obtain atonement. The dying person is encoura
ged to proclaim, Â“May my death be an atonement for all my sins.Â”
Without the Temple, priesthood, or sacrifices, punishment for sin can be avoided and atonement procured within modern
Judaism in the following manner:
1. Repentance atones.
2. If there is a more serious sin, repentance postpones the punishment and the Day of Atonement atones.
3. If there is an even more serious sin, repentance and the Day of Atonement postpone, and suffering atones.
4. If there is a grave sin, such as profaning GodÂ’s name, repentance, the Day of Atonement, and suffering all postpone
the punishment, while death provides the atonement.Â”
The Feasts of Israel by Bruce Scott, pp 97, 98, chapter on Yom Kippur.

I know some of this information is repeated by the others here on the forum. But I left it in to maintain the continuity of w
hat was being said here.

Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2006/8/18 11:44
Thanks Roniya
very helpful info.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2006/8/18 11:56
Quote:
-------------------------Even to be accepted as 'offerings' these would have to be 'perfect'.
-------------------------

Yes. I recall my Instructor at the Institute saying that it was the presence of God that he recognized in a full Gospel churc
h service that opened his eyes to the truth (my paraphrase). He did not understand what was going on, but he knew it w
as God. I have held closely to this saying because I think it a difficult thing to merely win a person over who is entrenche
d in such deep seated teachings. Like Saul on the Damascus road, there has to be a time when the Lord reveals Himsel
f. Just some added thoughts.
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God Bless,
-Robert
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2006/8/18 11:59
Quote:
-------------------------Apart from prayer, repentance, and good deeds, modern Judaism also teaches that personal suffering may pay for sin. Even death i
s sufficient suffering to obtain atonement. The dying person is encouraged to proclaim, Â“May my death be an atonement for all my sins.Â”
-------------------------

Thanks for sharing this Roniya. It is almost ironic that some of the first 'terrorists' were Jewish Zealots of the 1st and 2nd
century.
Re: question about Jewish beliefsph, on: 2006/8/19 8:27
philologos said:
Quote:
-------------------------chrssss, was the 'Korban' of your quote referring to the daily morning and evening sacrifice of the lamb? If it was, Korban, would be
a proper description. But if, in Judaism, they refer to the Sin Offering or Trespass Offering, I believe this would be a mistake to designate them 'Korban'
as they were obligatory rather that 'gift'. I find it instructive that the word 'Korban' is not used in the description of Yom Kippur - The Day of Atonement.
I too would like to understand how an orthodox Jew thinks his sins are remitted.
On the AD70. I read a poignant history of the Rebellion recently which observed that on July 17th AD 70, in the desperate famine and disease ridden r
emnants who took final refuge on the temple mount, no lamb was found for the morning burnt offering (Korban) and the Old Covenant was visibily (as
well as spiritually) over....
-------------------------

Ron, this seems to shed enough detail on the sacrifice of Christ, to clarify to my understanding, the point you were maki
ng (I believe) about Abel's offering. It was an 'approach' offering. Have I got that right?
Does this mean also, despite 'Korban' not being mentioned in connection with Yom Kippur in Judaism, that Jesus was b
oth, in that His death corresponded with the evening sacrifice as well as our Passover?
Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2006/8/19 17:27
Quote:
-------------------------Does this mean also, despite 'Korban' not being mentioned in connection with Yom Kippur in Judaism, that Jesus was both, in that
His death corresponded with the evening sacrifice as well as our Passover?
-------------------------

Yes, I believe so. As regards the OT. I don't think there were any 'sin offerings' before Sinai, although I know many will di
sagree with me.
Re: signs of the times(then) - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2006/8/19 21:44
Hi everyone.

Quote:
-------------------------On the AD70. I read a poignant history of the Rebellion recently which observed that on July 17th AD 70, in the desperate famine a
nd disease ridden remnants who took final refuge on the temple mount, no lamb was found for the morning burnt offering (Korban) and the Old Coven
ant was visibily (as well as spiritually) over.
-------------------------

I have read in different places of some peculiar events associated with the sacrifices and the Temple that are supposed t
o have occurred within the 40 years leading up to the destruction of the Temple. These events are also supposedly ment
ioned in Jewish writtings, the Talmuds, though I have not seen any mention of them in the writtings of Josephus.
Does anyone else know anything about this?
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For instance, Josephus mentions the following 'sign' during that period:
'Moreover, at that feast which we call Pentecost, as the priests were going by night into the inner as their custom was, t
o perform their sacred ministrations, they said that, in the first place, they felt a quaking, and heard a great noise, and aft
er that they heard a sound as of a great multitude, saying, "Let us remove hence."' -Wars Book 6 Chapter 5 par 3.
But these others involve a certain 'lottery of the goats' supposed to have came up black consistently for 40 years and the
n another ritual performed on the Day of Atonement involving a thread that had similar consistent results(turning a certai
n color).
I find this particular topic fascinating concerning all the things which are said to have occurred, especialy leading up to th
e destruction of the Temple. For instance in the same chapter, Josephus records that
"...there was a star (20) resembling a sword, which stood over the city, and a comet, that continued a whole year."
"...on the eighth day of the month Xanthicus, (21) and at the ninth hour of the night, so great a light shone round the alta
r and the holy house, that it appeared to be bright day time; which lasted for half an hour."
"At the same festival also, a heifer, as she was led by the high priest to be sacrificed, brought forth a lamb in the midst of
the temple."
"Moreover, the eastern gate of the inner (22) temple, which was of brass, and vastly heavy, and had been with difficulty
shut by twenty men, and rested upon a basis armed with iron, and had bolts fastened very deep into the firm floor, which
was there made of one entire stone, was seen to be opened of its own accord about the sixth hour of the night."
I find this next one really fascinating
"Besides these, a few days after that feast, on the one and twentieth day of the month Artemisius, a certain prodigious a
nd incredible phenomenon appeared....before sun-setting, chariots and troops of soldiers in their armor were seen
running about among the clouds, and surrounding of cities."
He also mentions a certan man
'who, four years before the war began, and at a time when the city was in very great peace and prosperity, came to that f
east whereon it is our custom for every one to make tabernacles to God in the temple, began on a sudden to cry aloud, "
A voice from the east, a voice from the west, a voice from the four winds, a voice against Jerusalem and the holy house,
a voice against the bridegrooms and the brides, and a voice against this whole people!"'
Putting all these together it is fascinating to think of what sort of time this was in history!
Any thoughts?
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