Scriptures and Doctrine :: Spirit frilled or Spirit filled?

Spirit frilled or Spirit filled? - posted by FireinmyBones1 (), on: 2004/2/1 14:51
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus,
My brothers and sisters I hope this post comes not from my head or emotions but from my heart and spirit. I have lived
with a perpetual disgust and holy hatred for the garbage that passes as Christianity, Spirit-Filled, Pentecostal Christianity
nonetheless. However, over the past few days an intense urgency has been building within me. I graduated from the Br
ownsville Revival School of Ministry almost 8 months ago. While there, I lived in an atmosphere where repentance, the
cross, and the preaching of radical (normal) holiness was pretty much all that I heard. For 2 years almost every morning
, for at least one hour and many times more than that, I spent crying out to God with hundreds of other student who were
desperate for a move of God. My classmates and church friends were those who burned with a passion for holiness an
d for souls. Prayer was the center of all we did.
I say this only to say that after being in that atmosphere for almost 2 years, I almost forgot what "regular" 21st century ch
urch life was like. My father serves as a presbyter for our particular denomination and was telling me with disgust how
most of the other presbyters in our section take their children to see movies such as the Matrix, and all of these other hel
l-inspired films which are being passed of as allegories of the gospel. I preached very harshly to our young people this p
ast friday night at our youth prayer meeting the 4 points of the Welsh Revival. The one I centered in on was the removal
of any doubtful thing from our lives. In other words the removal of everything from our lives that we are unsure of wheth
er it is sinful or not.
I am becoming so sick of the pasivity (is that a word?) I see towards sin and unrighteousness in the Church. We raise a
nd clap our hands on Sunday morning, dance and run the aisles and then go home and listen the Lords name being tak
en in vain, we listen to curse words and say, "Well you know, I just block them out I don't even hear it." or the classic, "I'
m not going to let one or two words ruin an otherwise good movie for me." Brothers and sisters, I tell you that for us to s
ay we are indwelt with the Holy Ghost, and continue on with this filth is profane. I tell you the father is not pleased. If we
truly want revival, if we truly want to see the Glory of God know this, the Ark will NEVER share a room with dagon. Our i
dols must go.
Secondly, this goofy, Americanized gospel of prosperity, blessing, and ease must go. I watched a video from 2002 by P
astor John Kipatrick from Brownsville as he expounded upon the urgency of the times. He then lamented that everytime
he turns on "christian" television he is still hearing prosperity and money preached. Brothers and sisters, the church is b
ecoming so irreverent and is in turn becoming irrelevant. My heart is broken tonight over this. Friends, the gospel is not
gold chairs and flashy suits. We are surely living in days similar to those of Jeremiah,
"The prophets prophesy lies and the priests rule by their own authority and worse yet, my people love it this way."
Brothers and sisters, I plead with you, let us find our way to the altar again. Let us grind to pieces the asherah poles and
the idols that are adorning the house of God in our day. Tonight is super bowl sunday, and churches all over America ar
e empty, while church member sit at home laughing at beer commercials. Friends we need revival.
Burning,
Jeff
Re: Spirit frilled or Spirit filled? - posted by three9, on: 2004/2/1 15:11
churches are emtpy... churches are empty? I'm sorry, but there are churches in my area that are having not only youth,
but also adult super-bowl parties. hundreds of students are coming to church to hang-out, play some basketball, and wa
tch the super bowl. people who would never have come to church are coming out to these superbowl parties.
i wouldn't worry about the beer commercials, they're always pretty bad.
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Re: - posted by three9, on: 2004/2/1 15:13
we are in revival.

Re: - posted by FireinmyBones1 (), on: 2004/2/1 15:20
Brother, I appreciate your sincerity, but I have to say on a broad scale we are in a mess rather than in revival. There are
pockets and there are churches that God is moving powerfully in, but we are sadly lacking in this hour. As for super bow
l parties, I have to say I do not agree with mounting (in the words of Brother Wilkerson) a Babylonian Idiot Box into the s
anctuary and entertaining ourselves with the idols of this generation. I'm not anti-sports per se, but when the half time s
how is Janet Jackson and the cheerleaders look more like strippers, and the commercials promote drunken stupidity, I w
ould have to say it has no place in a place which is dedicated unto the purposes of God. As for crowds coming, Jesus s
aid that where ever there is a carcass there the vultures will gather. I would say that is fitting.
Blessings,
Jeff
Re: - posted by three9, on: 2004/2/1 15:33
Im sorry, i should have explained more...
during commercials - christian music videos
during half-time - youth pastor preaches and invites the students out to the youth ministry.
overall, across the country we may be in a mess, but where i am at, we are in revival.
Re: - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/2/1 15:37
I have something to say about super bowel parties and the churches that have them. I came from one such church.
Let me first say that tonight I am PRAISING GOD because do you know where my husband is? He is not watching
football or at church watching football- he is sledding with my kids.
This is the first year that he has - on his own- let go of this idol in his life. Thank you Jesus! Ravenhill is mostly
responsible for this. :-D His quotes about "sport and entertainment being a substitute for god's joy finally made their way
home into Dan's heart.
Even my 14 yr. old daughter KNOWS that God is sad, so very sad tonight because it is a night of huge idolatery. Sports,
beer, commercials that sell bodies, looks, beer, the pleasures of this world. And look what this is saying to the kids who
watch the parents put such emphasis on it.
I just want to prove my point with this: tonight I was at the grocery store and the bagger was saying that he shouldn't
have to work on "Super Bowl" sunday. Then he proceeded to tell the cashier-'hey, it's my religion, it's what i live for."
Church has nothing to do with it. If anything these days they are just making it more acceptable to blend into the world. J
ust because someone is IN A CHURCH DOES NOT MEAN ANYTHING. They may as well become just a lost as many o
f the people that are in the churches.
All over America tonight, many churches are having superbowl parties to get people to think they're "cool' too. "That it's c
ool to be a Christian. You don't have to sell everything off and join a monastery." Yes, you do. You must sell off your "stu
ff", your idols, your rights and you must join in the simplicity and humility of Christ.
I am getting more disgusted with the Churches everyday. Yesterday it was a pastor having an affair with a man, today s
uper bowl parties to entice people to church. Can you not see how apostasized (sp?) the churches are? It is obvious to
me that the church is just becoming more of the world every day and it is not going to change.
I say this all of the time. I have much more compassion and patience with the unsaved. I don't grieve over their sins as
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much because they have a reason- they don't know any better- they havn't met the Savior yet, they have no power over
sin. It;s the "christians" that i have no patience with. I grieve and I know God grieves much more over their sins because
they know better- they know the truth and they still continue to walk in their own ways.

Re: - posted by three9, on: 2004/2/1 15:38
God is moving. I appreciate your passion, because, yes, it is hard to find, and i can tell that your eyes are open to what
satan is trying to do. i see it. whenever i go to my high-school, even the "christians" aren't living a life glorifying God. B
ut there are those few with a buring passion. God is consuming them with his fire, He is moving. always forward, never
backward.
Re: - posted by three9, on: 2004/2/1 16:09
Quote:
-------------------------It;s the "christians" that i have no patience with. I grieve and I know God grieves much more over their sins because they know bett
er- they know the truth and they still continue to walk in their own ways.
-------------------------

It depends. Who exactly are you refering to, because in the youth ministry, patience is vital. students who are now comi
ng to church are coming from wrecked homes. I hear it so often. so many preachers were not living for Christ before th
ey changed their lives. if it wasn't for the patience of christians, these preachers may have left the church.
Re: - posted by FireinmyBones1 (), on: 2004/2/1 17:16
Blessings,
I would have to agree with you on pretty much every point "moreofhim", except I do believe it is possible for it to change.
I am myself a youth pastor and I have a group of kids who are very passionate for Jesus. They could care less about sp
orts or entertainment (the majority). I understand this one truth, superbowl parties and all these "frills" we attach (hence
the name of the post) are not that effective. We may be doing it in the name of outreach, but friends lets not kid ourselv
es, I believe that christians turning over their church buildings to become a sanctified sports bar grieves the Holy Ghost.
Now remember I am not an 80 year old disgruntled Christian who doesn't understand youth culture. I am a youth pastor,
so reaching out to youth and understanding them and the culture is part of my calling. We are trying to be relevant to th
e world on the worlds terms and in turn we are becoming irrelevant. The world says with their lips, "We want sports!" B
ut the empty look on their faces betray them. Their spirits are crying out, "We want Jesus!" Brother Ravenhill on a radio
interview told a story of one of Julius Caesars sons making a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. He desired to go to the temple a
nd find God. So upon arrival he pushed his way through the outer court, court of women, court of gentiles, through the
Holy Place, and into the Holy of Holies, only to find that the Ark of God (His Glory and Presence) was not there. He then
exclaimed with sorrow, "God is not here, God is not here." Isn't this so true of what our Youth Groups do to the world to
day? Look they are not coming in hungry for drama, light shows, loud music and light shows. They are coming in screa
ming out for someone to ease the pain they are in. They want an encounter with the Living God. And so they can some
how push their way through our worldly attitudes, our social club mentality, our video games, our music, our choreograp
hed dancers, our glorified comedians (common youth pastor), only to leave exclaiming with GREAT SORROW, "GOD IS
NOT HERE!" Then they leave and find someone else to ease their pain. CHURCH We must sever these devilish frills t
hat lure only to disapoint! We need God's tangible and manifested presence in our churches. This and THIS ALONE is
the answer for the youth of America. The answer is not to fill the foyer with video games and smoke and lights. The ans
wer is fill the heavens with prayer so that God would once again fill His temple with Glory! Friends, I say again let us ag
ain find an altar, allow God to break us that we may see a genuine move of the Spirit! Listen, I lived in the midst of the B
rownsville Revival for two years and it was and is incredible, but we have hardly made a dent in America. What then is t
he answer? More tears, more prayer, more nights laying in the gap, and ultimately more of Him!
Blessings my brothers and sisters,
Jeff

Page 3/10

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Spirit frilled or Spirit filled?

Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2004/2/1 19:30
Thanks Jeff,
Well said and thanks for giving us a perspective from experience.
Quote:
-------------------------We need God's tangible and manifested presence in our churches. This and THIS ALONE is the answer for the youth of America.
-------------------------

I could only add, young and old alike.
Pray
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2004/2/2 7:07
I agree with what you say Jeff. Last night I was watching the Super Bowl with my family, as is our custom. I was allowin
g myself to watch things I wouldn't normally watch were it any other event on any other day, but I foolishly made an exce
ption to this, because afterall, it was the Super Bowl.
So, about at half-time, I watched the "artists" perform their shows, and then came Justin Timberlake and Janet Jackson.
JUstin proceded to air-hump Jackson, or as one cable news network said, "flirtatious dancing." Then comes the end of t
he song where Timberlake, as far as I'm concerned, deliberately exposed Janet Jackson's right breast at the end of the "
dance."
At that point, God broke through me and started dealing with me. I instantly thought... I could be watching all this at the
homes of members from my church tonight. Then I thought, I could also be watching it at any number of churches that a
re having super bowl parties. Then I thought of how many churches in the area canceled Sunday night services, or mov
ed them back, several hours, so they could all watch the toilet-bowl...er Super Bowl.
Then I thought how at my church yesterday morning, we sang "Turn your eyes upon Jesus.... and the things of this worl
d will grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace." I wonder for how many fellowships pulled the plug at that p
oint? I wonder how many churches last night decided to have a 4 hour prayer meeting where they gazed upon Jesus in
stead of some little ball bouncing back and forth from one side of the screen to the other and the erotic dancing that was
paraded across stage at half-time.
How carnal are we? Is it no wonder that God is absent from our fellowships? Is it no wonder that we have to come up w
ith every technique in the world to attract people to our large pine boxes? Is it no wonder that people are going after fals
e manifestation after manifestation? Is it no wonder that the family unit is absolutely destroyed? If God is truly with us, t
hen in the words of Gideon, "where are all the miracles?"
How much different will it be one day. Today we allow everything in the world to cause us to take our eyes off Jesus. B
ut one day, and the day is coming, when the dead will rise and stand before Christ in judgment, and in that day, "heaven
and earth will flee from His presence." What a glorious day. A day where there will be nothing to keep us from setting o
ur eyes upon the holy and majestic face of the Lamb, for all the things of this world will vanish before His presence. For
some this will be a time of rejoicing, for others, a time of dread. It will be a rejoiceful time for those who chose to cast th
eir gaze upon Christ now, but it will be a time of absolute dread for those who have not.
Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/2/2 7:34
Ravenhill quoted Keith Green, "All roads lead to the judgment seat of Christ.
May the fire burn on!
In Christ
rookie

Page 4/10

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Spirit frilled or Spirit filled?

Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2004/2/2 7:43
PTC,
I too was appalled at the same things, was shocked and grieved over it.
Sports in and of themselves as far as the 'game' aspects, competiton, athleticism, team work and so forth are not the pro
blem. We have far to many examples in the scriptures alluding to them and not in anyway denouncing them.
I am also aware of the 'fanaticism' associated with all of it as a former fanatic as well as a former gambler. In a sense for
a long time they were my 'gods'. But when I was apprehended from above, they lost their appeal and became what was i
ntended "to enjoy all things" in their right perspective. I can take 'em or leave 'em.
If I never saw another Sharks game as long as I live, it wouldn't mean a thing...a couple of years ago you would have ca
ught me speeding to get home in time for the puck to drop.
Unfortunately, this 'essense' of sport has become tainted, ruined better yet, by the influence of all the attachments and b
roadening erosion of the society at large. The envelope keeps getting pushed, little by little..we all know what is going on
here. I did not come to make a defense of t.v. in any way, in fact I am ready to throw my house into a state of upheavel b
y pulling the plug on this insipid idiot box, the vast majority of it is a cop out on reality, a dumbing down of the God given
brains of the masses, a drug to seduce the world to sleep and a feeding ground for immorality.
It is absurd to think that we would be intergrating it into our churches, but it is so in too many cases. The other post's I a
m in complete agreement.
Like(d) the sports, just not that much...

Re: - posted by three9, on: 2004/2/2 10:52
Im sorry, i just can't believe what is being said here.
Quote:
-------------------------Is it no wonder that God is absent from our fellowships?
-------------------------

Who said God isn't moving in our churches? I CANNOT believe this!!! just because there are drama teams, lighting effe
cts, pool tables, and worship bands doesn't mean that God is not there. In these youth ministries, lives have been chan
ged and students have been healed.
THESE ARE NOT just the kids that come with their families on Sunday morning, some of these are kids coming from wr
ecked homes, if homes at all. It's not just a few kids that one would call a "youth group"... these are youth ministries, rea
ching students instead of staying in our boxes.
Re: - posted by three9, on: 2004/2/2 10:59
in the youth ministry that i am a part of specifically, we don't just have one night as a youth night. We have a youth servi
ce, where you would find the pool tables, the lighting effects...
then, during the week, we have adult leaders and student leaders leading small groups of students in their homes or at t
he church. This builds fellowship. Then we also have dicipleship courses that are tought by the youth pastor.
only one youth night, yes, it is hard to build fellowship. That is why we have these small groups and the dicipleship cour
ses.
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Re: - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/2/2 11:27
three9,
you have to remember that many of us here have been christians for awhile. when you are growing and maturing in the
Lord you should learn to let more of the "world" go- it's a narrow path we walk and it only gets narrower as you go.
we (other posters including myself) should remember that not all poster are long-time (should be mature) christians.
I will admit that new christians and people who need the Lord need to be approached sometimes a little differently, espe
cially kids. They need love and support and healing- which any one who is in Christ could do- it doesn't have to be a chu
rch's job.
I know that the church I was at for three years- even though 99% of everyone was lukewarm- the Lord still led me from a
lukewarm christian to an on -fire growing Christian. It had nothing to do with the that church per se, but I believe the divin
e appointments He had for me there. It's like something in me "woke up" and I saw through all of the lukewarmness and
lies and I tried to tell people there that soemthing was terribly wrong- they did not want to hear about it.
There was a purpose in it for the time being though. It was a stepping stone.
As far as the fellowshiping goes- it is nice to have fellowship- necessary many times- but the churches today get you 'ho
oked" on a continual "go, go, go" scedule. You feel as like if you aren't with the Church people- then you aren't with God.
It begins to be almost an addiction. The most important fellowship we can ever have is with the Father Himself. it doesn't
matter where we are, who we're with. I stayed in my home for a few months fellowshipping (accept to do the necessary
errands), talking and listening to the Lord and I had never felt such intimacy with the Lord. I grew more in my walk than e
ver. Fellowshipping with church people is no substitute for getting alone with God. Many times it's just more "busy" work
and learning Church traditions that were never meant to exist in the first place.
I am sorry you feel we are so quick to judge. I would definitely approach this whole subject differently with an unsaved p
erson or relative. I think that mostly we are aiming our comments at mature christians who should know better because
as we grow we should automatically be letting 'things' like this go.
In Him, Chanin
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2004/2/2 12:46
Quote:
------------------------Who said God isn't moving in our churches?
-------------------------

I've seldom seen Him move in the fellowships I've been involved with. Sometimes, but not much.

Quote:
------------------------I CANNOT believe this!!! just because there are drama teams, lighting effects, pool tables, and worship bands doesn't mean that God is not there. In th
ese youth ministries, lives have been changed and students have been healed.
-------------------------

I have nothing against any of these things in themselves. However, too often these things become the focal points. At b
est, they should perhaps be the icing on the cake. Christians, especially Christian kids, should do fun activities together.
I enjoy doing fun things with other Christians, as that is part of sharing our lives together.
However, if kids or others are simply coming to the church because of this glitter, then they are coming totally for the wro
ng reasons. I believe these things to have become major distractions at my church, not only for the children, but also for
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the leadership as well.
If the focus is not on Christ, and leading people into worshipping Him with all their lives, and building up the saints, and
winning the lost, then there is a serious problem. We must lead people into encountering Christ, through the fruit of the
Spirit, and the gifts of the Spirit.

Re: - posted by Clutch (), on: 2004/2/2 13:23
Chanin,
You said:
"Fellowshipping with church people is no substitute for getting alone with God. Many times it's just more "busy" work and
learning Church traditions that were never meant to exist in the first place".
Yep, been there, done that , got the T-Shirt. Ain't goin' back though. ;-)
Also, you said :
"I am sorry you feel we are so quick to judge".
Okay, we forgive you, but knock it off will you? We ain't got time for all of that. :-D
Clutch :-P
Re: - posted by FireinmyBones1 (), on: 2004/2/2 14:57
Blessings all,
I want to make myself a little bit more clear. I see that some of you may be misunderstanding my passion in this area. I
s there anything wrong with sports? Not in and of themselves. Lights? No. Drama? No, if that were true I'd be in troubl
e. Worship Teams (contemporary ones even)? Absolutely not, my wife and I do the worship at our church also.
Now let me change things up a bit.
Is there anything wrong with buying a field? NO!
Anything wrong with buying a yoke of oxen? NO!
Anything wrong with taking a wife for ones self? NO!
Yet though there are nothing wrong with these three things we find in the parable of the Great Supper, that these were t
he very things which kept three men from attending the Masters banquet. They weren't sin necessarily, but at that partic
ular moment they were absurd.
Even though there is nothing wrong with marriage, (for he who findeth a wife findeth a good thing), yet in Joel 2, set in th
e context of national disaster and depravity the LORD says to call a soelmn assembly and in verse 16 He instruct the bri
de and the bridgroom to come out of their chambers. What is wrong with a bride and a groom being together? Nothing
at all, but see the times had grown more urgent, and what was good and acceptable 5 minutes ago is now absurd. Agai
n Paul says to the Corinthians, that because OF THE TIMES, he that is married should live as though he is not. (he is n
ot to be tied down with the affairs of this life.) See there are many things that are not sinful, yet in light of the times we're
living in they have become absurdities. I read just the other day in Revival Praying by brother Ravenhill an example he
gives on this matter. He gives the example of a father playing with his little girl on their front lawn. Nothing sinful here ri
ght? In fact this is a pleasant thought in a day of fatherless homes. However, this man happens to be a fireman, in fact
he drives the truck. He has just received a message that there is an out of control blaze in town and they need him ther
e ASAP. Now if he, ignores the alarm thinking someone else can take care of it today, I'm playing with my little girl, he b
ecomes a neglegent criminal. What was right five minutes ago, suddenly becomes a crime. Now lets go back to the ma
tter at hand. THere is nothing technically wrong with smoke and lights and video games (although thats a stretch). How
ever, considering the urgency of our times, having a gathering of youth (or adults) together and do nothing but play gam
es, read a few verses of scripture, socialize and go home is absolutely IMMORAL in these times. The day of slumber is
over my friends. 20 years ago these things may have been at least passable, but in these times friends it is time for a vo
ice to cry out in the wilderness. It is time to take our youth deeper in the things of God. (not into the swimming pool) W
e must raise up an army of Young Prophets and Revivalists. We must raise up intercessors and soul winners. We must
raise up martyrs for Jesus. I condemn no man for doing things another way, all I'm saying is that I do not see the long te
rm effectiveness of it. For instance we have 2 very large seeker-sensitive style youth ministries in our area. Their servic
es are filled with all of the above, games, secular music, lights etc... They both run high in attendance as well. Yet som
e time ago I went personally to one of these to check them out and a young man (and attender I might add) was standin
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g at the front door selling drugs. Now I know people who were saved and touched there as well. However, the long ter
m effectiveness is lacking sadly when matched up with what I read about in the Bible and Church History. Do you reme
mber the story of Hannah in 1 Samuel? Do you remember that Elkanah had 2 wives not just Hannah? There was also
Peninnah, and the scriptures tell us that she was fruitful. According to scriptures she had both daughters and sons. Ha
nnah however, was barren. One looked much more fruitful and effective than the other. But do you know something int
eresting? We really never hear from Penninahs children. I'm sure they were significant in their own right, but for the mo
st part they had no significant impact on history. However, Hannah, the barren one, fell on her face before the Lord and
cried out for a manchild. She not only in the course of time received this, she also received a Prophet, Priest, and Ruler
whoes name was Samuel. Penninah appeared more fruitful, yet her children were historically insignificant. Hannah, ho
wever, took much longer to produce but because it was done through the power of the Spirit and not through the flesh, h
er son finds a place in Hebrews 11 with the heroes of our faith. Friends there are (I believe) 2 segments in the church to
day, those who are contented with being Penninahs, and producing quickly yet only producing average children, and the
n there are the Hannahs. These recognize their own barrenness. These know the power of the Spirit is the only answer
. These know tears, intercession, holiness, prayer are the only answer. These I believe will be the ones whom God will
use to birth His Sameul (Revival) in the earth.
Friends let us strive to be Hannahs and not just Penninahs. Penninahs means "Jewel" or "Precious". This segment of t
he body is still precious to God. Hannah, however, means "Favored". May we strive to be the favored of God. May we
say with Paul, "I count all things as dung that I may win Christ." (speaking of His favor)
Blessings and Fire on all of you,
Jeff
Re: - posted by three9, on: 2004/2/2 17:45
sorry... i was gettin a little crazy there.
I'll be honest. (1/10 of my story)
a few years back (i was in Jr. High), there was a guy who was talking to four guys in our youth ministry about how his life
was before he was saved. he was hooked on a couple of things, and he was a slave to movies, video-games, secular
music, rpg's... That night he shared (Romans 6:14) with us, and explained what he did on the night he turned his life
around. He went through his house and tore up his books, destroyed his games and R-rated videos (and he was an
avid collector), and instead of giving them away, he threw everything out so that no one else would suffer by them.
that week, i went through all of my stuff. I scratched all of my PC games and threw them out. (i never had any secular
music though)
Then a little while later, there was a card game that had been consuming all of my time. I got rid of the cards. I used to
play in local soccer programs and at my school, and I used to be part of my school's ROTC program, but when these
things got in the way of my serving at church they had to get out of the way. I used to be a football fan, but then i
realized that football was just an advertising outlet. I can go on, and on, and on...
God started to move in my life. I got a hold of a book by E.M. Bounds called Power through Prayer, and a devotional by
Oswald Chambers,
My Utmost for His Highest. (I was then entering High School)
It was after all of this that the change began to happen. Now it's two years later and the most amazing things have happ
ened.
i understand that we must give up our idols, because i have. but others don't understand.
i love it when i go to church and all we do is worship all night, but others don't understand yet. that is why we don't just p
ray and worship all night. i still have to go to school and live amongst students who don't understand.
all i can do is pray and reach out to these students through the youth outreaches, because they really don't want God. a
nd they remind me every day. some actually do things just to please themselves, with the motive of trying to hurt God, t
hey try to show Him that they don't want Him. then there are those who think they know Him, but they have no clue. Th
ey keep on sinning, because they think Jesus doesn't actually want us to live like Him. (That is what religion does, it brai
nwashes children. But God gives us freedom.) (blah, blah, blah, i can keep on going.)
It's tough, and my heart is constantly broken. I see people conforming all the time.
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But Christ reigns.

Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/2/2 18:24
Quote:
-------------------------See there are many things that are not sinful, yet in light of the times we're living in they have become absurdities.
-------------------------

Yes, we are living in a time where to not care about the condition of the church is a sin. WE are not WHAT we should be
. There is something wrong.
Jeremiah 8:20 - The harvest is past, the summer ended, and we are not saved.
Finney used to use the allegory that we are firemen and the whole city or town, world is on fire. Are we just going to let p
eople burn alive? do we have a sense of urgency. The world is dying for want of Christ, we need to be firemen for Christ
to share this true gospel in word and deed.

Quote:
-------------------------THere is nothing technically wrong with smoke and lights and video games (although thats a stretch). However, considering the urg
ency of our times, having a gathering of youth (or adults) together and do nothing but play games, read a few verses of scripture, socialize and go hom
e is absolutely IMMORAL in these times. The day of slumber is over my friends. 20 years ago these things may have been at least passable, but in the
se times friends it is time for a voice to cry out in the wilderness. It is time to take our youth deeper in the things of God.
-------------------------

YES! its not time for games, adults and children take note! It is time for the deeper things of God, for people to have a ve
sted interest in Christ and religion before anything else.

Quote:
-------------------------Friends there are (I believe) 2 segments in the church today, those who are contented with being Penninahs, and producing quickly
yet only producing average children, and then there are the Hannahs. These recognize their own barrenness. These know the power of the Spirit is th
e only answer. These know tears, intercession, holiness, prayer are the only answer. These I believe will be the ones whom God will use to birth His S
ameul (Revival) in the earth.
-------------------------

Well going with your allegory I will state that I believe that God is raising "Hannahs" amongst the "Penninahs". God is rai
sing people to prayer for revival and for people to get serious about being serious. The time deserves it, let us live up the
family name that we bear. It's an awesome responsiblity let us not be found sleeping. How awful a crime for the waked f
ew not to plead and cry out for the slumbering masses to wake up. There is no elite movement of revival people, I believ
e this scriptures would fit for anyone who feels they have been revived out of there slumber to share with others, its our r
esponsiblity:
Hebrews 6:1 - Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity.
Ephesians 4:13 - until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaini
ng to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
onward Christian soldiers... THERE MUST BE MORE THAN THIS...
Re: superbowl reply - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/2/3 10:59
I wanted to share this reply I got from my "Superbowl Is My Religion!" post on InJesus. By the way, Jimmy (PTC), hope y
ou don't mind but I included you little quip about fixing our eyes upon Jesus. I expounded on it a little. Good stuff! You m
ust remember when reading this that there are these Christians making a huge uproar about the half-time show."Write C
BS, write to MTV, write your congressman, etc..." His ending is so good!

Chanin,
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I hope that you will repost this reply because I feel that this conversation needs to have a little more life to it before it die
s on the Injesus website.
I enjoy sports and regarding the Superbowl, New Englanders have experienced very little Superbowl success over the m
any years. So hurray for Pats. However, it is sad to see that the Major Networks have perverted this entertainment and
Christians need to see it for what it is.
It is not an attack on those who like football, even though if your addicted then remember what the bible says about Idola
try. We serve a God who wants us to put Him first not second.
For the many websites on Injesus who were crying out about this half time Porn show, shame on them! Are they still blin
d to the way satan works in this world? Is the church of today a part of the world or coming out of the world? For any Chr
istian to take full part of a WORDLY thing like the Superbowl and not expect some fornication to happen within view then
YOU the church are still blind.
Satan is the Prince of the Power of the Air. This game went all over the airwaves throughout the world. He used this hyp
ed up, over priced, drunken stuper event to bring more lust into the hearts of believers and unbelievers. Why would any
christian or church be surprised that Billy Graham was not selected to speak during halftime? They would run him out on
a rail. So don't be surprised that the world chose Janet Jackson, the Harlot, to entertain the world with a lustful performa
nce. CHURCH, this is what the world wants.
So please stop your pouting and scrambling for the hate e-mails going to CBS. They will fall on deaf ears. The damage i
s already done to the viewers. The money from the game has already been deposited in the bank. Another superbowl is
past us, Tom Brady has already gone to Disney World! Just wait for next year's event, that's if you are foolish enough to
wait with baited breath. I only hope Christians that you are bold enough to see that the bible has already predicted that t
his would happen during the end times. Put your bet on a sure thing, God is in Control and knows what He has to do nex
t to wake up America. Come out of Her before it is to late for you.
God Bless, Bob

Re: - posted by 5nva (), on: 2004/2/9 18:49
I know this post is a bit old and maybe done for some, but I thought it fitting to mention something.
I was at TSC all day Sunday and the messages were very timely for me as they always are when I go there. All three m
essages just fit together perfectly.
The thing I wanted to mention though is that Carter Conlon preached the morning message titled something like The Jou
rney From Pray To Obedience. As soon as it is on the TSC website I challange everyone to listen to it. He talks about r
eally standing for the Lord and not allowing the mixture and compromise of this world to overtake us. He mentions the s
uperbowl and addresses some things discussed on this post. It is about standing for purity and Christ even if others and
most don't agree and even if it means rejection.
Prepare to be pricked in your heart and also to be encouraged by what the Lord is wanting to do with His true body, thos
e that want Him and Him alone.
Cling to Jesus!
Mike
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