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question about a quote - posted by Spitfire, on: 2006/10/17 6:22
In the last few days I heard someone on the local Christian radio station quoting someone else. The said something
along the lines, "True greatness requires the luxury of leisure/" They were talking about how people are rushing around t
hese days. Does anyone here know who said something like that?
I was so convicted in that few moments of hearing the tail end of a topic. I have been seeing clearly in just the past coupl
e of days that I don't truly abide in Christ. I have been relying upon myself for my own preservation and provision. I'm tire
d and have often felt the "victim" because I've worked hard and have no time for myself and have no more security than
ever. I certainly don't have the luxury of leisure! In fact, I see no light at the end of the tunnel. I admit that I do not know h
ow to rest in God, at all! I have slapped at life as I've run from the devil. I've done nothing with excellence, as excellence
requires time and patience. I've lived my whole life like a woman running a gauntlet. I can't take it anymore. Dian.
Re: question about a quote - posted by enid, on: 2006/10/17 6:40
Ever heard the phrase 'busy doing nothing'?
In this day and age of mod cons, it seems that we don't have time for anything.
I refuse to say I'm busy, unless I actually am.
Some people are so 'busy' watching t.v., surfing the internet, phoning, and phoning, and phoning everyone and talking a
bout nothing, living on 'fast food', because they don't have the 'time' to cook, but they have the money to waste on junk.
God help us to prioritise our day. Him first.
God is not the first thing in our life, He is our life. If we neglect Him, we can neglect anything else, it won't matter, becau
se it is not important. It is not important because it is not eternal, like our job, friends etc.
I have found that when I start the day with God, things seem to flow. Even if things go wrong, my attitude keeps in tune
with the word of God.
1 Cor 10v13 Therefore, whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
God bless.
Re: my dilemma - posted by Spitfire, on: 2006/10/17 7:39
My problem is, I don't know how to change. It seems that I've been in this vein of chasing after a living my whole life. I
honestly don't know what my life would look like if I were to stop. I remembered this morning that I had made a decision
in my late twenties to sell a business I owned and stay at home with my children. My husband and I were in agreement.
We were both genuinely attempting to trust God with our provision. It was a major flop. We lost our home to foreclosure
and almost went bankrupt. I think I immediately determined that we had acted in presumption and I would never do that
again.
Now, I don't know how to trust God or myself. I mean, how much of the work is my responsibility and how much is God's
. I'm afraid of being lazy or presumptuous. Dian.
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Re: question about a quote - posted by enid, on: 2006/10/17 9:03
Psalm 34v6, 'This poor man cried out, AND THE LORD HEARD HIM, amd saved him out of all his troubles'.
I love that scripture! It makes me give up!
On myself.
Back when we were in our twenties, we lost our home, through not knowing how to handle our finances. We were both
working with a young 2 year old.
Now, we are both still working, but I work from home, and it is so much better, and better earnings than going out to wor
k.
Life isn't about money though.
I've learnt some things over the years.
Most people think of the scripture, trust in the Lord with all your heart, and leave it at that. They don't put it into practice.
Last week, I said to God, how come I don't witness like I used to? With working from home, you don't get to see a variet
y of people every day.
That very day, I happened to go out, and guess what? Need I say more?
Psalm 51v17, 'The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart, these, O God, You will not despise.'
My advise, give up!
Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.

God bless.
Re: question about a quote - posted by RobertW (), on: 2006/10/17 9:05
Hi Dian,

Quote:
-------------------------I'm tired and have often felt the "victim" because I've worked hard and have no time for myself and have no more security than ever.
-------------------------

The enemy seeks to wear out the Saints in these last days. Those who desire to please the Lord are particularly vulnera
ble to this. Constantly hearing in your ears, "your not doing enough! your not holy enough! your not this enough or that e
nough!" and it leads to total despair. This is the enemies work.
One of the hardest things for me to accept was that God loves me and I don't have to keep proving I'm saved. I was rais
ed under the strictest and most unloving version of Christianity you could imagine. It just filtered down in the family and it
destroyed many people, I think. When I heard John 3:16 it seemed that God loved everyone but me. Just being honest. I
n my heart I know I am a child of God, but the enemy has used a lot of well meaning people to challenge what I know to
be true and it causes tremendous despair and a sense of never quite measuring up. Hence, 'running the guantlet'.
Did you know that potassium is essential for your survival? But too much of it will KILL you. There is something wrong wi
th us if we can't preach a balanced Gospel. Seriously. This is why fields 'burn over'. I have always struggled to view God
as a loving Father on a consistent basis. In one ear I hear wrathful Judge and the other ABBA Father. If I measure up to
perfection at this moment He is my ABBA Father. If I transgress my conscience He is my wrathful Judge. This is what it i
s to keep people moving along using fear. A fear motivated relationship with God does not allow one to really 'rest' in Ch
rist. This is the theological spider web I am trying to unwind in my spiritual life.
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We recently suffered a terrible tragedy in another state of a Pastor resigning his church and committing suicide. What ho
rrible things would lead to that? What questionings? Depression and sickness is all we have to go on as far as I know. B
ut we need to understand that God does love His children. He will lead us and chasten us. We have to be balanced in o
ur spiritual lives or we will despair. Be encouraged! God cares and He loves us. We can truly rest in Him.

Re: - posted by mamaluk, on: 2006/10/17 11:00
Dian,

Quote:
-------------------------My husband and I were in agreement. We were both genuinely attempting to trust God with our provision.
-------------------------

Praise God for your husband who was genuinely attempting to trust God. Allow him to be your stronghold, submit to him
and continue joining in the Lord Jesus together, in prayers and in study.

Quote:
-------------------------I don't know how to trust God or myself. I mean, how much of the work is my responsibility and how much is God's. I'm afraid of bei
ng lazy or presumptuous. Dian.
-------------------------

You sound so much like me, please only to trust God alone, we sort of can't trust both , it doesn't work that way , I have
tried too many times ,won't work, we cannot do both. We must trust God alone, as Christians, our confidence come fro
m the Father in Christ when we fear and trust Him.
Psalm 118:8
It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man
Proverbs 3:26
For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken.
Proverbs 14:26
In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge.

Quote:
-------------------------I'm afraid of being lazy or presumptuous
-------------------------

Oh, this is so me,you see, when you and I trust God, satan comes along and start whispering all kinds of lies to our ears,
nanananaanan..you are this, you are that...
More and more throughout history, I supposed this world has convinced us women to take control of life. That we are to
build a life for ourselves and our children alone, all by ourselves. Lean on our husbands, (that's what God gives us hus
bands for!:)) Especially with those who are of the Lord.

Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh
but in vain.
hmm, if you have time, aside from delving into the Bible, see if you can read or re-read George Mueller's biography
Thanks for letting me encouraging myself this way..will be praying.
in Christ
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Re: "The Pressure's Off" - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/10/17 15:04
Dian, You are soooooooooo not alone in your struggle! If I were to hazzard a guess, I'd say that many of us have been t
here, are there, or else will be there in the future. We come to the point where we realize that life simply doesn't work.
We feel like we are on a treadmill. We want to get off, but don't know how.

___
I wonder if I understand the quote you posted. Let me take a stab at it: When our minds are free from clutter, pressure,
and worries then we are free to be creative, we are free to think. Art, music, literature, creative works and projects flow fr
om a free and relaxed mind.
But when our minds are hounded by all kinds of pressuring voices, then we don't have freedom. It's not so much a matt
er of our circumstances, as the way we mentally process life.
There is an excellent book that I think you would find most refreshing, called "The Pressure's Off" by Larry Crabb.
I recommend that you get it. I bought some copies for friends who are approaching their mid-life and are getting discou
raged that life hasn't worked the way they hoped. They are ready to let go of all their expectations of life, and consider G
od's more restful way. When I get time I will post a few quotes from the book.

"Our souls are restless until they find rest in Christ."
Diane
Re: - posted by roaringlamb (), on: 2006/10/17 16:15
Dear friends I too feel as if I cannot go on any longer. Though I know it is not I, but Christ, I have been beset by seeing f
ailures in the church, and most painful in myself.
My heart is like ice, I yearn for GOD.
I am tired of trivial messages, yet I cannot grasp the simplicity of Christ.
I would throw in the towel, but oh how worthy my Jesus is and to whom would I turn?
I am flanked by those who seek to emerge apart from the faith once delivered(my wife Being one of them), yet I hold fast
to the old paths and suffer.
Seriously, there are times where I feel as if I am going insane. I can understand how a person would want out. But He is
worthy to be trusted, and praised.
I will pray for you all, and please if you could do the same for me I would covet that.
Re: - posted by kathyclark (), on: 2006/10/18 0:05
I can certaily identify with you hearts cry. You must know that there are a great many fields to glean from and if you aren'
t getting touched by the shallow messages look further. I would suggest going to www.irismin.org and reading the messa
ges and viewing the videos offered there by Rolland and Heidi Baker. Also check out Kingsley Fletcher and David Wilker
son for starters.
The devil would have us think that there is just fluff and no substance, but it is a lie. God has always had his 7000 how h
ave not bowed the knee to baal. He always will. There are always going to be a remmant that a real gold digger can sea
rch out and be fed by.
God doesn't want you to be discouraged. Remember you become what you behold. If you behold the seeming failures a
round you you will be discouraged, but if you behold Jesus you will become like Him.. Keep on keeping on brother.
I too have been very tempted to be discouraged. I hate the bless me gospel that is being held up the the USA church. It
doesn't preach in Mozambique or China. But there are some real messages out there. Look for the vein of gold and you
will most surely find it. Deep calls unto deep. Kathy
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Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2006/10/18 0:55
Great replies folks.
Here is a site I haven't visted in awhile
http://www.enterhisrest.org/
That the Lord might grant us the ability of entering it. My prayers with all.
Re: - posted by Spitfire, on: 2006/10/18 6:18
You know, it helps to know I'm not alone. I look around me and I'm afraid to tell anyone how I really feel because I know
I'm wrestling with lies. I get angry because I'm like this. I don't want to be like this. It doesn't feel "normal". I know there a
re many Christians who don't have to wrestle like this. It feels unfair. I really, really love God! I do! I've done literally ever
ything I know to do to move on out of this place of confusion and unbelief. I've prayed every prayer I know to pray. I've h
umbled myself and cried a river before God. I'll think I'm out of the woods and then I wake up and there it is again. It feel
s like I'm pinned under a train. Who can lift off a train?!
I'm sorry, folks. I wish I could just be victorious and get out front and play the gospel pipe and lead the multitudes to Jesu
s. There's nothing I'd like better than that. Instead, I crawl along on my hands and knees like a snail. One thing is for sur
e, If ever I am able to rise above all of this, I'm gonna know for sure that I have nothing to give to anyone other than Chri
st. I doubt I will have anything left to take pride in of myself. I will be like Moses saying, "Who am I , that I should go befo
re Pharoah, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?"
You know, many times I think that God isn't fair. I mean, look around you at all the people who are dog ugly, and then lo
ok around at all the beautiful people. Think how horrible it would be to go through life ugly. You know the bumper sticker
that says, "I can take a shower, but you'll always be ugly." What are ugly people supposed to do? There's only so much
you can do to change your appearance. Is it some kind of cruel joke? Those ugly people had no choice in the matter. Ho
w are they supposed to compete in a world of beauty with the likes of Cindy Crawford and Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt?
I know, you're all wondering, "What's she talking about ugly people for? That's not nice."
I'm just using this for an analogy. God has his ugly saints and God has his good looking saints, spiritually speaking. Dark
ness and light are both alike to Him. Ugly and pretty are both alike to Him. Some people have an advantage in this world
, but is it really? Maybe beauty is a curse. Maybe spiritual ease is a curse. Maybe I'm blessed. Maybe beautiful people s
hould go around wearing an ugly mask for a while and see what it feels like to be ugly. Maybe then they would see God.
Sometimes I wish someone else could go around inside of me for a while and see what it is I'm struggling with. All my str
uggles are on the inside. I ain't bad lookin ;-) . Then again, I ain't no beauty queen. I suppose I'm just the way God made
me and I'm carrying the bag God handed me. Am I making any sense at all?
Paul said in Phillipians 2, speaking to the Phillipians about sending Timothy to them, "For I have no man likeminded, wh
o will naturally care for your state. For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's" What has to happen to
bring forth that kind of selflessness? To count all things as dung in comparison to knowing Christ? A death to self. I gues
s I'm still twitchin'. Dian.
Re: - posted by enid, on: 2006/10/18 7:09
Ugly people?
Aren't you just glad emailing can be faceless!
We wouldn't do it otherwise!
Still, you know what sis, God is good.
How we feel does not change who He is because God cannot change.
If you have ever read the book Pilgrims Progress by John Bunyan, you might remember Christian being put in a dungeo
n in Doubting Castle owned by Giant Despair.
Christian escaped by using the key Promise, which would open the door to any room in Doubting Castle.
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God's word says draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
This isn't a promise of God, this is a fact.
Many people mistake it for a promise, but there is no if attached.
As we know, feelings and thoughts come and go.
Some thoughts don't go. They seem to attack night and day.
The fiery darts of the wicked one, so it tells us in Ephesians.
Sometimes, we have no strength left to fight. Good!
When we are weak, He is strong. Look to Him.
He is faithful.
God bless.
Re: - posted by death2self (), on: 2006/10/18 9:44
Dian,
This self-sufficient spirit is such a hard thing to break because we have told ourselves lie upon lie. Here's a couple
you've probably heard: "God helps those who help themselves." or "If it's got to be, it's up to me."
We say, or perhaps I should say I often have said, Lord I trust you and I ascribed my own self-sufficiency to the hand of
God. The reality was that was trusting in my own ability to navigate through a financial mess or situation, rather than
trusting and waiting upon the Lord God of heaven.
Even in the body of Christ, we've made self-sufficiency not a sin but a virtue.
Know that the Lord wants this and wants you to trust Him for every provision. That means you won't have anything any
longer, everything has been given over to Jesus. You're not serving Mammon any longer but only Jesus.
I would encourage you to read about George Muller and there's a wonderful meat-filled article written by a dear brother
available here: (http://www.authenticchristianity.net/) George Muller You have to go to books and then click on Text Do
wnloads.
Here's a testimony that I shared on our fellowship's website yesterday on this very thing. I pray it's helpful to you.
The Holy Spirit spoke to my heart last night and told me I need to share a testimony, so I need to provide a little bit of ba
ckground just so that you can see what a miracle God wrought. I certainly didnÂ’t merit anything from the Lord God of he
aven as you will seeÂ…
Much of my early years were spent in sickness with a constant ear infection or the virus of the week. I was very clumsy a
s well and couldnÂ’t walk until I was nearly three years of age. My speech patterns did not develop normally and I had gr
eat difficulty learning how to talk and to read. In the midst of my angst, I cried out to the Lord often in great anger and bitt
erness. How could God treat me this way? Why canÂ’t be a Â“normalÂ” child?
This finally led me to a point in great bitterness and anger I told Jesus that if I ever get out this bed, I will not ask anyone
for anything any more. I recently discovered that even in the midst of this rebellion of my heart that God healed me. Des
pite the lack of treatment, I began to learn out to read and speak and walk and talk and all the things I couldnÂ’t do som
ehow I could do. I know now that Jesus touched me.
And now that the background is out of the way...
About six weeks ago, I came home from church and Pastor Ray was talking about the good and bad fish in Matthew 13
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and he drew a picture of a bad fish as a blowfish. When I got home that night, my face was literally blown up (like a blow
fish) and my heart was convicted and I had great difficulty looking in the mirror.
When I got up to pray the next morning, the Holy Spirit told me I had an tooth with an abscess. I didnÂ’t have the money
to go to the dentist so I didnÂ’t pray anything about that and went on about my day. The pain began to intensify and we
had our Friday night prayer meeting and one of the brothers asked me what was going on as my face was somewhat co
ntorted and I told him. He asked me what I was going to do about it. I canÂ’t remember what I said exactly but the gist of
it was Â“IÂ’m not going to do anything because IÂ’ve got no way to fix it and the Lord doesnÂ’t want me to go into debt t
o fix it.Â”
My brother was firm yet kind and I knew in my heart that I had to pray about this so the next morning I did so. First I repe
nted of not asking God to help me. I used to believe that it was a virtue not to ask God for help, Â“ThatÂ’s okay God, I ca
n take care of that problem.Â”
He told me to call this brotherÂ’s dentist and make an appointment, which I did. He also told me that he would provide th
e money necessary to get this fixed. My parents called me for the first time in nearly three months and they asked me, a
s they normally do, if I needed anything. The Holy Spirit said to explain my situation which I did and after finding how mu
ch it cost to fix the tooth, they promptly sent me a check for nearly $1800 to pay for a crown, root canal and the labor inv
olved.
I had not asked my parents for money that I could ever remember on my own initiative since I began working when I was
15 years old. ThatÂ’s nearly 30 years ago, as I soon will be 45.
I thank Jesus because he prompted my folks to call and for me to ask for help, something I would have never done even
a few months ago. The Lord is changing this proud little blowfish of a boy into a new creature.
All I can say is thank you Jesus for your mercy and kindness to such a worm as I. I have renounced this wicked vow that
I made as a child and am trusting Jesus to fully realize this self-sufficient spirit that has been such a source of wickednes
s in my heart.
Jesus is enough...

Re: - posted by roaringlamb (), on: 2006/10/18 13:53
Sis Dian it is interesting that you bring up that wrestling situation. At times when I throw a "pity party", I begin to think, "y
ou know I don't have to be so glued to the Word, I could compromise like those men who have big churches, and are ac
cepted by all." "I could sacrifice Truth for unity, I could be a preacher of the post-modern gospel."
But then in the quiet recesses of my heart there arises a voice that says, " Is that what you really want, do want that , or
do you want me?"
Trust me it changes everything. I really have no idea what GOD is doing in my life right now, yet I have become fascinat
ed with HIM, and I plead with HIM for HIS Life in my soul. I cry out to HIM, "oh that I may know thee, and the power of yo
ur resurrection, and the fellowship of your suffering." The purging, and chastening continue.
Also I thank whoever it was that lifted me up in prayer yesterday, as I could sense it was happening, and may our Lord b
less you!
Re: self-sufficiency - posted by Spitfire, on: 2006/10/18 14:51
Death2, thanks for sharing your testimony. That was a blessing to me. You said,
Quote:
-------------------------All I can say is thank you Jesus for your mercy and kindness to such a worm as I. I have renounced this wicked vow that I made as
a child and am trusting Jesus to fully realize this self-sufficient spirit that has been such a source of wickedness in my heart.
-------------------------

This is so important, this renouncing of the thing. I think I've done this before, but I'm gonna go do it again.
My father's favorite saying was, "You made your bed, now lay in it." My heavenly Father says, "If you make your bed in h
ell, I'll be there." I love that. It's so hard to believe that God will help us when our suffering is self-inflicted, but he hears th
e cries of the broken and contrite heart. That is very good news. Love, Dian.
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Re: - posted by death2self (), on: 2006/10/18 16:06
Yes Dian,
That is good news. He has been extraordinarily patient and kind and I'm trusting Jesus for full victory over this self-suffic
ient spirit. It seems almost un-American to say that I'm literally going to trust Jesus rather than myself but that's okay my
home isn't here, I'm a sojourner in this land.
I pray that Jesus does this same work in your heart as well. I'm finding that Jesus always pays for what He orders. Wha
t an awesome God we serve...
Re: qutestion about a quote, on: 2006/10/19 6:25
Hi Spitfire,
I just asked hmmhmm to put the link to his thread GODS WILL, here, for you to read his post. I think it will bless you.
I've been taking part in a thread called A Question for Calvinists, and noticed another thread called 'Prayer and the
Sovreignty of God' and found this quote from Spurgeon. I'd say it accords exactly with my experience, and I hope it
encourages you to keep believing you are gaining ground in the Spirit, regardless of outward appearances.
'"Pray for prayer - pray till you can pray, pray to be helped to pray and give not up praying because you cannot pray, for
it is when you think you cannot pray that you are most praying." ' (emphasis mine)

Re: - posted by Spitfire, on: 2006/10/19 6:47
Quote:
-------------------------for it is when you think you cannot pray that you are most praying." ' (emphasis mine)
-------------------------

I sure have done alot of praying in my life. :-D
Re: - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2006/10/19 12:11
i was asked to link this thread here, so here you go :)
http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=12908&forum=35

Re: God's will - posted by Spitfire, on: 2006/10/20 5:55
I went to Hmmhmm's thread on God's will and I want to copy my post from there to here. I said:
Quote:
-------------------------Christian, thank you for linking this to my thread on a question about a quote. I so totally understood your dilemma and I can relate.
Quote:
-------------------------I think the thing which divides my heart is having been brought up in the prosperity gospel. You know, suffering isn't tolerated there.
If a person is doing much suffering, it's because they aren't speaking to their mountain in faith. So often, for me, I don't know if I need to do something t
o change things, or if I just need to leave everything alone and wait on God. I always wind up trying to change things (praying all the while, of course),
but I, like you, just usually wind up running out of options and then, in the end, I just give up and have to repent to God for being angry and frustrated.
------------------------Quote:
-------------------------I always thought that people who accepted everything the way it was were called Pacifists.
-------------------------

Folks, I am the farthest thing from a Pacifist. Will you all please bear with me. Maybe nobody really wants to talk about this or finds it interesting, but I n
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eed to understand this.
You know the Serenity Prayer,
"God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.
Well...isn't it true that there are plenty of things that we can change but it's not God's will that we change it? Let's take marriage, for instance. There are
plenty of people who are in marriages that are filled with suffering and those folks could get a divorce and end their suffering in that area, but should th
ey? Isn't that why the divorce rate is so high?
Or let's take someone who is miserable in their job. That person could just quit that job and go get another job, but should they? Isn't it sometimes God
's will for us to do the hard thing and learn to be content? The hardest thing to do is to hold yourself in a suffering situation when you have the power to
deliver yourself. For me, I begin to get confused on the really difficult days. I say to myself: "Why am I doing this? Why don't I just move on to somethin
g else? This is making me a nut." And then, when you talk to people about it, they say, "Well, why don't you just get another job?..." I DON'T KNOW
WHY! I'm trying to obey God here! But sometimes I forget what it is I'm trying to do! Or even why!
Am I the only person who is crazy like this?! When I'm like this, I go around in circles asking myself, "Am I miserable because this is the will of God an
d I don't want to do it? Or am I miserable because this isn't the will of God and I need to do something to get out of it?" It seems like there ought to be s
ome way to settle it all. Doesn't it?
I think of Abraham taking Isaac up on the mountain to sacrifice his dear son on an altar! That had to be a suffering beyond words. Did he ever ask him
self, "why am I doing this?"? I mean, my own heart would say, "This is against God's commandments. This couldn't be God." Oh! I tell you, this needs t
o be sorted out! How can God be God if we don't really know his voice? What if he tells us to do something which contradicts everything that we under
stand about Him?
You know, this is THE BIG DEAL! I'm telling all of you on Sermonindex. This is THE BIG DEAL! I want to know God in a way that I will follow Him all t
he way to my cross and beyond. I want to be willing to follow Him beyond my own understanding. Isn't that where God really lives?
I so want to just let go of trying to change anything for a while and just leave everything up to God. Would I be a Pacifist if I did that? I mean, I've done
everything else. Can I just stop now? Love, Dian.
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