General Topics :: Dear brothers and sisters...

Dear brothers and sisters... - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2007/1/24 18:00
Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by who
m the offence cometh!

In reading over some of the current threads the question comes to my mind: could this be read over some of these discu
ssions?

Dear brothers and sisters, I am pursuaded that the adversary would have us to be much occupied with whatever will brin
g divisions among us, and would also vigorously oppose any movement on our parts towards being
broken and humble and honest
before each other.
Strife does not much become those, or that, I think.
I ask this gently to us all,

Christopher
Re: Dear brothers and sisters..., on: 2007/1/24 18:35
You're right.
The conversations I've been participating in were rolling through my head last night in my dreams. And I woke to the
words "...glorify God".
On the Akiane thread, Melissa Seaman said:

Quote:
-------------------------Is there really any need for personal attacks on brothers and sisters who are only suggesting caution? Especially against persons w
ho have been walking with the Lord for a long time? How does that bring Glory to our God?
-------------------------

She's right. And I'm ashamed of myself.
Can someone please advise me how I may participate in the SI community without arguing? I fear a hothead like myself
might be better off leaving all together...
But I really don't want to.
-Corey
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Re: Dear brothers and sisters... - posted by HomeFree89 (), on: 2007/1/24 18:38
I have been praying 2 Timothy 2:16 for SI, but mostly for myself. I need the Lord's help in showing me what to talk about.
May Jesus help us all!
Jordan
Re: - posted by Tears_of_joy, on: 2007/1/24 18:43
Brother Chris... thank you.

Quote:
-------------------------Corey: Can someone please advise me how I may participate in the SI community without arguing?
-------------------------

(http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id14147&forum13&2) How to make the most out of S
ermonIndex (SI)
(http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id14144&forum13&0) MUST READ: SermonIndex F
orum Disclaimer / Community Rules
Brother Corey, read these articles, you will find a lot.
God bless all.
Re: Arguing - posted by Bramwell, on: 2007/1/24 19:22
Dear Corey,
I don`t know if you are still having problems with wanting to argue, but if you are,
may I suggest praying the words of Ps.139 vv23-24.
When the Lord shows us ourselves, we feel like crying, crying over our sin, over the sins of the Church and the sins of th
e world, just like Jesus did over the people of Jerusalem.
So ask Him to break your heart, and He will.
Remember Robert Murray M`Cheyne, (in my mind the greatest pastor who ever lived,) who cried every time he read the
Bible, every time he prayed and every time he preached. It is not surprising that he was one of the holiest men who ever
lived, and the Lord used him wonderfully. Make it your aim to be like him and like the Lord Jesus, who"when He was revi
led, did not revile in return; when he suffered, He did not threaten, but trusted in Him who judges justly."(1Pet.2:23)The L
ord bless you.
Re: - posted by roadsign (), on: 2007/1/24 21:21
Quote:
------------------------- Can someone please advise me how I may participate in the SI community without arguing? I fear a hothead like myself might be b
etter off leaving all together...
-------------------------

No, Corey, you would not be better off leaving!!! That would be a bandaid solution. God has been doing serious busine
ss in your life and is using these tests to transform you into his image. So hang in!
None of us like to see ourselves flop on our faces, but thatÂ’s just where God takes us when he wants us to learn some
thing about ourselves so we can acknowledge it and move towards repentance.
I have some questions for you to ponder: WHY do you react so strongly? What is God trying to get you to see about yo
urself? What is he trying to uproot? What is he asking you to let go? What is that hidden idol? (I remember talking with y
ou about idols on another thread, but now IÂ’m talking about idols in the heart Â– maybe faulty assumptions, or somethi
ng?) You sure do want to go for that root, or the problem will just keep coming back - on SI or somewhere else!
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Now guess how I would even come up with all those questions? You bet...been there... done that...
HowÂ’s that for thoughts from a Canuck to a Canuck - eh?
Diane

Re:, on: 2007/1/24 22:01
First off, I need to admit I did it again... on the "tribes that never heard of jesus" thread...
Second, thanks for your support folks, on the forums and in private messages.
Third, roadsign...
Thanks for your encouragement. I'll try to answer each question honestly.
WHY do you react so strongly?
I've always despised untruth and superficiality... particularly in religion, and vehemently now that I'm saved. I listen to To
zer, Ravenhill et al every night, read my Bible, cry and pray... and when I see someone inject something I feel is unrighte
ous, I feel the need to react.
What is God trying to get you to see about yourself?
He's shown me private evils that I won't talk about here. He's shown me that I have a big mouth and a knack for absorbi
ng spiritual information. I've always been judgemental of myself and others - and could never live up to my own expectati
ons - but maybe God will use these abilities in some fashion. But most of what God's shown me is very personal - my int
ensely evil nature.
What is he trying to uproot?
He's dislodging Corey, the flesh, and the Devil from the throne in my heart, so Jesus can sit there.
What is that hidden idol?
Women, alcohol, porn, and worse... But I haven't been to the bars (except for where I worked - as a bartender - up till a
month ago) since March - which takes care of the first two (I don't drink at home). The Spirit reminds me when I judge a
woman on the street as attractive or unattractive, "Corey, she's your sister." And I can't so much as look at porn anymor
e because the revulsion and conviction are too strong.
If I have an idol now, it's my penchant for downloading hundreds of sermons a night, loading them onto my iPod and list
ening to the voices of saints long into the night. He's replaced my superficial athiest and paganist friends with saints, hel
ped me make friends of women rather than lovers, and changed my lust for porn into love of sermons.
Is that a miracle or what?
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Re: Dear brothers and sisters... - posted by crsschk (), on: 2007/1/24 23:20
In your patience possess ye your souls. Luk 21:19
Came to mind Corey, but applies to us all.
broken and humble and honest
before each other.

Quote:
-------------------------Strife does not
-------------------------

Does not
Thank you Chris
Re:, on: 2007/1/25 4:59
Our new clean but empty hearts of Christ are multi faceted. Each facet must be protected from the enemy who wants
back in. They must be filled with the Holy Spirit so he can't get a back in. Don't quench the Holy Spirit. If you don't you
will find He is that "consuming fire" of the Father who will consume all the dross of your life. Fires are hot, they are
painful. The pain produces death to self. Death, to self, means I live in Him.
Wherefore:
I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make her boast in the
Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together.
I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.
Therefore:
While I live will I praise the Lord: I will sing praises unto my God while I have any being. "..... I bless thee while I live: I
will lift up my hands in thy name.
Psalm 146:2 (KJV)
Psalm 63:4 (KJV)
I Hope this can be an encouragement.
Orm

Re:, on: 2007/1/25 5:23
Brothers and Sisters,
May i take this opportunity to again make a mention of an article that particularly blessed me in regards to posting not
only on SI but to apply to many other situations.
You can find the article here: (http://www.apuritansmind.com/ChristianWalk/DealWithThoseWhoDiffer.htm) Article i higly
reccommend !
Please take a few minutes if you can to read it. It is one of those things that is handy to refer back to every once in a whil
e :-)
Blessings,
Geraldine
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Re: To Corey - posted by roadsign (), on: 2007/1/25 6:38
Corey, many thanks for your humble honesty. That gave me a lot of love for you. Wow! You are going through some
tremendous upheavals right now. I rejoice that you are submitting to the Lord. I think we have a responsibility to
exercise patience and love towards you just as you must do towards yourself. ItÂ’s hard to forgive yourself, isnÂ’t it?
ItÂ’s hard to fully accept ChristÂ’s forgiveness. However, God is sure not giving up on you!
He is using each failure
to drive you to a deeper humility and a deeper acceptance of divine mercy. The flesh is dying in you, PTL!

Quote:
------------------------- when I see someone inject something I feel is unrighteous, I feel the need to react.
-------------------------

Yes, when our eyes are opening up and we see all the unrighteousness we want to take a good stiff swat at it. But thos
e efforts are about as pitiful as PeterÂ’s attempt to use his Â“trustyÂ” little sword to decapitate a soldier. That was a fear/
flesh response, and it was contrary to the purposes of God. Our attempts to attack unrighteousness almost always cou
nteract the higher purposes of God. Besides, they are as effective as taking a flyswatter to an elephant. And, like Peter,
we tend to have a very bad aim. We miss the REAL evil altogether , and just inflict wounds on our brothers and sisters.
Keep in mind that the only person we can change is ourselves. And that's even more than we can handle in our own stre
ngth.
I can say, even for myself, that a lot of our anger is related to something we experienced in our past, and so when we se
e (or imagine) a resemblance in our present we attack it. ThatÂ’s the outcome of buried anger.
Â“In your anger do not sin, do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the DEVIL a foothold.Â
” Eph. 4:26 Our anger leaves us open for the devil to work through us.
Thankfully Paul does not leave us with a Â‘donÂ’tÂ’. Instead he gives us the tools to resist the DEVIL: the armor of Go
d, Eph. 6:10. The more secure we are in HIS armor, the less we will fight (attack) flesh and blood (ie people). You woul
d do well to soak yourself in the book of Ephesians.
Right now I am reading Acts, and I notice that the only ones who erupted in rages were the Pharisees Â– those who
were still trusting in their own righteousness. The Christians stayed calm all the time, even though they had every cause
to react against the religious apostasy. ThatÂ’s not saying that they were blasÃ© about it. They just used the right weap
ons to counteract evil: the armor of God! They stood firm in their faith, rather than try to run ahead and attack. They did g
ood in the power of God, and that accomplished far more than swatting at the bad.
God said (many times), Â“Vengeance is mineÂ…Â” God can handle the bad stuff. We can't.
ing God, and let God be God while you be Corey. It works better that way.
Diane

Corey, You can stop play

Re: - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2007/1/25 6:45
Hi everyone.
Dear Corey, thank you so much for your honesty on openess with us.
I can relate to the things you shared after my own conversion too and especially that zeal for truth and hating falsehood
and absorbing so much all the time. The grace of God brought me up from a horrible pit of sin like you brother.
One of the ways this worked out in my own life was that I was much like the proverbial bull in a china shop. I was like a 5
00 pound gorilla around people. :-( :-( :-(
Something which I believe God has impressed upon me through all of my terrible blunders and sins since then is that He
is not, at least when it comes to us, so much concerned with strength and power; that is, He doesn't have much use for
brute force when it comes to His earthen vessels. And well, I suppose I've always found the brute force method much ea
sier in life, at least short term.
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Maybe the reason for this is the scripture says that His angels excel in strength? So then, if God has need of that type of
force and work, I suppose that they are much better suited to it that us! And this comes to somehting which I think underl
ies all the purposes of God in man and it has to do with the only definition of meekness that I have heard that has really
stuck with me.
I have heard meekness defined this way, that it is power under control.
I just love that, it really seems right to me when I think of the attributes of God Himself.
How powerfull is He! And yet, He is gentle enough deal with us. He is so powerfull He can fling whole galaxies across th
e night sky and at the same time speak to us in a still small voice and comfort us with a gentle breeze. What control! Wh
at power under control!
Brothers and sisters, isn't this underneath all that God would do with us? Remember how the scripture says
...God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the wo
rld to confound the things which are mighty
For...
...the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are call
ed:
And remembering what He told that Apostle who was so mighty in deeds and words..
My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness
I think brothers and sisters, how often the Lord Jesus could have torn His hearers apart with the sword of His mouth and
even in those times when His words were so sharp and cutting, were they not always under control? I think of one word,
restraint; a holy restraint.
It may be that God has put within us a fountain of knowledge, a torrent of zeal, pools of wisdom and revelation in deepes
t things of God, and yet what if, He should want it to come forth in a trickle? Is this not our meekness?

Does not God demonstrate His great power by excercising control? What good would His awesome powers and might b
e, if He could not control them? And is this not His purpose in us, that He should subdue all of our powers and all of our
might and bring them under His control?
As for me, I am constantly in need of checks against my selfish tendencies and against my tendencies towards self-pres
ervation or self-seeking glory. And then who even knows my secret motives but God?
Thank you for letting me share that and grace be with all your hearts,
Christopher
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Re: sermon suggestions - posted by roadsign (), on: 2007/1/25 7:31
Corey, I know you will be blessed by these sermons:
(http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/viewcat.php?cid437) Sermons by Earnest ONeil
Such topics as:
A Clean Heart
A New Start
Diane
Re: - posted by MSeaman (), on: 2007/1/25 9:08
Quote:
-------------------------On the Akiane thread, Melissa Seaman said:Is there really any need for personal attacks on brothers and sisters who are only sugg
esting caution? Especially against persons who have been walking with the Lord for a long time? How does that bring Glory to our God?
She's right. And I'm ashamed of myself.
-------------------------

Corey,
I too have this problem...it is PRIDE...and I am full of it. that is why I haven't posted a lot lately. I find it better just to read
and go on without putting my two cents in. I hate it..this need I have to always be right. and even what I posted in that thr
ead was full of pride. I apologize to you for that. How does that bring Glory to our God? Oh, how I want to be humble an
d meek, but I fly off the handle and say things that are awful and not Christlike at all. It's easy to think about what you are
going to post and try to write the right thing. You have time to erase and start again...but in RL when you mess up...its all
there in front of you and you can't stuff the words back in. Oh I hate it!
Brothers, Sisters, please pray for me as I will pray for all of you.
In Him,
Melissa :-o
Re: Dear brothers and sisters... - posted by Goldminer (), on: 2007/1/25 12:53
I just finished reading a text message by George Warnock, who I love, called : Mind Not High Things.
Here is the link, it will speak to all of us!
http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=article&aid=931
Re: Dear brothers and sisters... - posted by Koheleth, on: 2007/1/27 11:10
Great topic! Words like "dear", "broken", "humble", and the like we need more, I need more. If we don't get this topic iro
ned out, let's not take up others. Many thanks for ever seeking to keep things right. Just recite the beatitudes. If we ca
n say them and pray them over every post, we'll stay right in our words and attitudes.
Re: - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2007/1/27 11:42
I have not seen any of these kind of threads lately maybe God has keep me away from them. :-)
Re: Reminders - posted by crsschk (), on: 2007/1/27 13:21
Quote:
-------------------------It seems strange that one should desire to speak at all about Polemic Theology since we are now in an age when folks are more int
erested in ecumenism and irenics than in polemics. Furthermore, Polemic Theology appears to have been often rather ineffective. Christians have not
managed in many cases to win over their opponents. They have shown themselves to be ornery; they have bypassed some fairly important prescriptio
ns of Scripture; and in the end, they have not convinced very many people. Sometimes they have not even managed to convince themselves! Under t
hose circumstances, one perhaps might desire to bypass a subject like this altogether.
-------------------------
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(http://www.apuritansmind.com/ChristianWalk/DealWithThoseWhoDiffer.htm) Article i higly reccommend !
Geraldine,
Thank you sister for the reminder, need to contemplate all this once again.

Re: - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2008/3/31 21:25
I thought it may be alright to put this qoute here as a reminder for us,

"A Christian is a man who speaks little, and, with great weight, thinks over if he should speak this word, if it can do harm.
Or not. In the Underground Church every spare word can do harm."

- Richard Wurmbrand, transcribed from a message titled "The Underground Church".

Re: Dear brothers and sisters..., on: 2008/4/2 5:28

Richard Wurmbrand said
Quote:
-------------------------In the Underground Church every spare word can do harm.
-------------------------

Chris, thanks for reviving this thread, and for this 'word' from RW.
Reading the thread here, was a blessing. :-)

Re: - posted by LoveHim, on: 2008/4/2 8:29
Quote:
-------------------------"A Christian is a man who speaks little, and, with great weight, thinks over if he should speak this word, if it can do harm. Or not. In t
he Underground Church every spare word can do harm."
-------------------------

excellent quote my friend. we really would do well to heed james and be "quick to listen and slow to speak". thank you f
or reviving this thread. it has been a blessing to read and see demonstrated true love and humility.
thanks guys,
phil
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