General Topics :: street corner preaching

street corner preaching - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/9 21:36
Hey I just wanted to encourage any open air preachers. Open air preaching absolutely rocks! Never do I feel more in the
Lords will then when I'm on the street preaching. I'm 19 from CT and have been preaching open air reguarly for only a y
ear and a half. I've learned not to get discouraged if people don't stop and listen. Some days you may have a nice crowd
, some days no crowd, and other days huge crowds. I go to bus stops where a crowd is already gathered and preach to t
hem. THey are what I call a "captured" audience. THE MORE STREET PREACHERS THE BETTER! What do u guys thi
nk? I say find a populated area, lift up your voice like a trumpet and tell God's people their transgressions!
Until all have heard
Jesse
great resourses for open air preaching are:
http://www.livingwaters.com/openair.shtml
http://www.livingwaters.com/listenwatch.shtml
http://www.livingwaters.com/watch.shtml

Re: street corner preaching - posted by KeithLaMothe, on: 2004/4/9 23:55
Praise God, it's good to hear from a faithful servant. It's regrettably rare that someone will answer the calls of Psalm 94:
16 and Mark 16:15.
I've done a little preaching myself, but mostly I help some of my friends that are much more experienced at it. The Lord'
s teaching me, though... sometimes there's a fire in me reminiscent (to me) of the prophets, and I want to go and preach.
It'd be nice if one of those times would coincide with a time I could actually do so :)
Seek the Lord, night and day. Do nothing except that which He would have you do, devote yourself entirely to Him. Wh
en you have truly inhaled and are filled with the Holy Ghost and driven by the will of God, the exhaling will leave sinners
breathless (and possibly on the ground).
Oh, and preach on those university campuses, once the students get much older it's pretty rare to turn them far from thei
r course.
God's grace in Christ be with you,
-Keith
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/4/10 0:17
Quote:
-------------------------Oh, and preach on those university campuses, once the students get much older it's pretty rare to turn them far from their course.
-------------------------

I'm sorry brothers but I really have to share my heart on this subject, I am far from perfect and am not a bold speaker my
self but I do feel strongly on this issue. First off its not pretty rare to turn people from their course when they are old! It ha
s just become that way since Christianity has gone into decline in our generation. The Gospel in the New Testament cha
nged peoples lives, priest who were stubborn in their ways, etc. Its amazing to see a whole crowd of older men crying ou
t: 'what can we do to be saved??' in the New Testament, where is that now? We saw that in Finneys day, in John Wesle
ys, in Whitfields, why not today. The problem is not always with the message its with the preacher. If you are right with G
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od and walking in Holiness before Him your words will cut people down with Holy Ghost conviction. I basically think muc
h of Street preaching is pointless in our day when all people see is hypocrisy in the Church. The Church needs to be re
vived. North America is in a moral slump because the Church is.

Quote:
-------------------------great resourses for open air preaching
-------------------------

Brother Jesse, I don't want to cause offense with you either but LivingWaters Evangelism techniques are somewhat que
stionable to me. Now don't get me wrong, I throughly enjoy listening to Ray Comfort and I have read some of His book 'k
ey to revival' which was recommended even by the late Leonard Ravenhill. But as I go through the links you sent I can't
but help whince at the techniques that are employed. He quotes many Men of God from the past that are admirable and
worthy to be quoted, but comfort seems to use that as his foundation to promote his tools. (I am not trying to say ray co
mfort is not doing service for Christ, God is definetly using Him even the tools that he is using):
(http://www.livingwaters.com/images/images_openair/openair_misc_lightshow_large.gif) Glowing ball,
(http://www.livingwaters.com/images/images_openair/openair_misc_slightofhand.jpg) Money
I just don't really see the apostles and disciples doing tricks and neat thing like that to attract crowds.

Quote:
-------------------------I go to bus stops where a crowd is already gathered and preach to them. THey are what I call a "captured" audience.
-------------------------

In the Apostles time I am sure they would not go and force a message on people but preach in a place where they would
want to be heard. It was usual for people to teach in the temple grounds to people that were around. In that society peop
le didn't have TV and other forms of entertainment so listening to orators and teachers was a custom? am I wrong, I am
really not an expert on jewish times someone please correct me if I'm wrong?
Sorry brothers not trying to cause an argument here just trying to share my heart.
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 0:27
1) I love Ray Comforts teaching on open air because it explains how to start in the natural realm like Paul did.
2) The only places people gather are at bus stops in my area. I have recieved lots of encouragement from those at the b
us stops. No body is yelling at me saying "DOn't force your religion on me" I have never heard that even once. If you hav
e never done it then I understand why you don't know about it.
But my bible tells me to preach "in season and out of season." That means if people are recieving it or if they are rejectin
g it. Whether I am reaping souls or if I'm reaping sorrow. "And go, get to the captives, to the children of your people, and
speak to them and tell them, 'Thus says the Lord God,' whether they hear or whether they refuse." Ezekiel 3:11
well, you may prefer www.gospeljohn.com or www.brojed.org if you don't care for livingwaters
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/4/10 11:19
Quote:
-------------------------But my bible tells me to preach "in season and out of season." That means if people are recieving it or if they are rejecting it. Wheth
er I am reaping souls or if I'm reaping sorrow. "And go, get to the captives, to the children of your people, and speak to them and tell them, 'Thus says t
he Lord God,' whether they hear or whether they refuse." Ezekiel 3:11
-------------------------

I hope you read my comments in my first post, it was not against you directly or ray comfort but against excesses in eva
ngelism and a getting back to what is biblical. The content of the verse in timothy you are quoting is here:
2 Timothy 4:2-3 - Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with gre
at patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit t
heir own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.

Page 2/29

General Topics :: street corner preaching

It clearly seems to me that its preaching to believers, correcting them, rebuking them, encouraging them with sound doct
rine. That doesn't mean we shouldn't share and read the scriptures to unbelievers, but I believe it should not be forcefull
y done, and in a way to cause immediate offense. Paul and Timothy did not just go into places and point blank telling pe
ople they are sinners and need to repent, or that they are going to hell without Jesus.
Ezekiel 3:11 - Go now to your countrymen in exile and speak to them. Say to them, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD s
ays,' whether they listen or fail to listen."
This context is that the prophet is speaking to people who had an intimate knowedlge of God and were backslidden and
judged by God, but God still wanted to extend mercy to them even in there exile (fruit of judgement). I akin this to the Ch
urch and the necessary attitude for a prophet to speak to a wayward group of believers that have gone astray to Christ.
I am NOT against street evangelism, I actually think it is needed in our day. But what is even more needed is for Christia
n to be found in the Likeness of Christ. I think Jesus prayer in John really speaks to this situation:
John 17:20-24 - "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, tha
t all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may beli
eve that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them
and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even
as you have loved me. "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory
you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 13:09
"I am NOT against street evangelism, I actually think it is needed in our day. But what is even more needed is for Christi
an to be found in the Likeness of Christ." sermonindex
Absolutely! The worst thing to evangelism is hypocricy. If a hypocrit wants to preach he should go far far away from his h
ome to where nobody knows him, and when he stands up to preach he should say nothing.
"2 Timothy 4:2-3 - Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with gre
at patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit t
heir own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.
It clearly seems to me that its preaching to believers" sermonindex
I do NOT believe that believers "will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want t
o hear" Christians will believe in "sound doctrine."
Two verses down from 2 Tim 4:2 is verse 5 which says "But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work
of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry." So in context Paul was telling Timothy to preach to NON believers "in season and o
ut of season."
Mark 6:12 "So they went out and preached that people should repent." How can we do any less or any more?

Re: - posted by KeithLaMothe, on: 2004/4/10 14:22
Quote:
-------------------------First off its not pretty rare to turn people from their course when they are old!
-------------------------

Even as I wrote that it was rare I felt something like rephrasing it, and I retract the statement as I made it. Sorry for spea
king (typing) hastily.
What I was getting at is that it's important, if it is possible, to get to people before they've had 3,4,5 or more decades of "i
ndoctrination" in whatever error they're in. God can still shatter their resistance when they're 100, of course.
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There's also the matter of many of the future leaders (in business, politics, etc) being centralized in these locations, and
usually being fed fairly liberal and anti-Christian teaching.
Quote:
-------------------------I basically think much of Street preaching is pointless in our day when all people see is hypocrisy in the Church. The Church needs
to be revived. North America is in a moral slump because the Church is.
-------------------------

The hypocrisy does have a dramatic effect, most people just don't take Christianity seriously in this country anymore (ev
en professing Christians).
We preach Holiness, however, and the ones that get most upset by our preaching are usually professing Christians who
are living in sin. That kind of preaching helped bring me out of my "sinning Christianity," and it brings some to conviction
. It may be the case that we're going to have to evangelize the church before we can turn fully to evangelizing the heat
hen.
Quote:
-------------------------But as I go through the links you sent I can't but help whince at the techniques that are employed.
-------------------------

I don't like gimmicks either. Just preach the Truth, and have as much a proportion of it be the pure Word as is feasible.
Getting a crowd can be nice, but getting even one person thinking deeply about the Truth is more than worth several ho
urs of preaching. Plant the seeds of the Word in their heart.
Quote:
-------------------------I just don't really see the apostles and disciples doing tricks and neat thing like that to attract crowds.
-------------------------

I agree, and we desperately have to get back to Biblical evangelism, and Biblical Christianity in general.
Quote:
-------------------------Sorry brothers not trying to cause an argument here just trying to share my heart.
-------------------------

If God tells you to say something, say it. I appreciate your assurances that you're not coming out in contention, but I wo
uld not have that suspected that of you anyway. If anything I say seems off-base, hasty, simply-idiotic, etc, please don't
refrain from letting me know unless God thus leads you.
By the same token, if God tells you to preach something, preach it. My personality and such inclines me towards the pol
icy of "bother no one, stay in my own corner of the universe and let everyone else get on with their business in theirs." H
owever, if God tells me to bother someone, I'd sure better bother them.
Edit:

Quote:
-------------------------I am NOT against street evangelism, I actually think it is needed in our day. But what is even more needed is for Christian to be fou
nd in the Likeness of Christ. I think Jesus prayer in John really speaks to this situation:
John 17:20-24 - "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Fath
er, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that
you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent
me and have loved them even as you have loved me. "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glor
y you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.
-------------------------

Amen.
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 14:28
I say we should preach right where nobody wants us to! That seems pretty biblical to me. Acts 5:28-29 says "Did we not
strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bri
ng this Man's blood on us!" but Peter and the other apostels answered and said "We ought to obey God rather than men
."
Acts 21:37 - 40 Paul asks to speak to a crowd who already "were seeking to kill him" vs 31
Quote: "We preach Holiness, however, and the ones that get most upset by our preaching are usually professing Christi
ans who are living in sin."
Yea it seems that nobody likes holiness in our day. The world will jump on the hypocricy of the church, but then again th
e world doesn't want the church to be real. They will reject it either way because they love their sin. The "sinning saint" h
ates holiness preaching also. Holiness has never been a popular message and never will be but that should never stop

Page 4/29

General Topics :: street corner preaching

any of us from sharing that message.

Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/4/10 16:03
Quote:
-------------------------I do NOT believe that believers "will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear" Chri
stians will believe in "sound doctrine."
-------------------------

Hi Brother, do you mean that you don't think that verse means that Christians will gather around themselves teachers to
suit what they want to hear? so it this phrase towards unbelievers? sorry if you could clarify that would be great.

Quote:
-------------------------Two verses down from 2 Tim 4:2 is verse 5 which says "But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evang
elist, fulfill your ministry." So in context Paul was telling Timothy to preach to NON believers "in season and out of season."
-------------------------

I feel in context Paul is first refering timothy to take care of Christians because of the prevalance of false teaching. And t
hen also he exhorts timothy to fulfill his ministry which is in part preaching to NON believers.
Verse 2. Be instant - Insist on, urge these things in season, out of season - That is, continually, at all times and places. It
might be translated, with and without opportunity - Not only when a fair occasion is given: even when there is none, one
must be made.
-John Wesley's Explanatory Notes on the Whole Bible

Quote:
-------------------------Do the work of an evangelist ...
The New Testament does not make the distinction between this word and "preacher," as in current usage. For comment on the work of preaching, see
under 2 Tim. 4:2. - -Coffman Commentaries on the Old and New Testament
-------------------------

Hmmm this is an instresting point and might deserve some fuller delving into. What is the biblical signifigance and definit
ion of an evangelist, is it a spiritual gifting, etc.

Quote:
-------------------------Mark 6:12 "So they went out and preached that people should repent." How can we do any less or any more?
-------------------------

Yes brother AMEN I am not saying that preaching to people is wrong at all, we are called to do that in certain situations,
but I am more worried about the tools, method, and spirit behind the preaching that is given, thats all.

Quote:
-------------------------There's also the matter of many of the future leaders (in business, politics, etc) being centralized in these locations, and usually bein
g fed fairly liberal and anti-Christian teaching.
-------------------------

Yes brother you are very right, when a generation is lost without Christ this will affect our whole society in general and I
believe this is happening right now we are starting to experience the effects of a godless society in Canada and United S
tates. I grimice to think of all these young people growing up right now becoming leaders of our nation and society. God
help us we need a Revival of Religion to save this generation.

Quote:
-------------------------It may be the case that we're going to have to evangelize the church before we can turn fully to evangelizing the heathen.
-------------------------
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WOW what a powerful statement. A hearty AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------If God tells you to say something, say it. I appreciate your assurances that you're not coming out in contention, but I would not have
that suspected that of you anyway. If anything I say seems off-base, hasty, simply-idiotic, etc, please don't refrain from letting me know unless God thu
s leads you.
-------------------------

Brother Keith, I believe we have alot to learn from each other and I have been blessed by yours and lazarus's comments
. If this is a God-led discussion then both sides will walk away with something that deepens our thoughts and beliefs in G
od.
hmm and just by reading lazarus latest comments, I think it would be fruitful to go through the entire book of acts and dra
w out each time there is preaching to people (unbelievers) and look at the circumstances, how it started, and other infor
mation about scene. I'm on it already :-P
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 16:24
"What is the biblical signifigance and definition of an evangelist, is it a spiritual gifting, etc." sermonindex
there is no gifting of evangelism, it is a learned skill. I teach a class on evangelism. If it were a "gift" then there would be
no need of a class to teach it.
According to Ephesians 4:12 God has appointed some to be Evangelists "for the equipping of the saints FOR the work o
f the ministry, FOR the edifying of the body of Christ." An Evangelist, according to the bible, is someone who teaches chr
istians how to evangelize like they ought to. I don't care what the dictionary says an evangelist is, man wrote the dictiona
ry, God wrote the bible.
"do you mean that you don't think that verse means that Christians will gather around themselves teachers to suit what t
hey want to hear? so it this phrase towards unbelievers? sorry if you could clarify that would be great." sermonindex
A true Christian not only reads God's Word but abides in it. I can't imagine that true christians would willfully round up for
themselves false teachers so that they can hear what they want to hear. A true Christian knows the Truth because it was
the Truth that had set them free. I wouldn't say that it is "unbeleivers" who do it, but rather false believers. It is a false Ch
urch full of false Christians that will round up for themselves false teachers to teach them false teachings. They must be
men who do not know their bibles.
Leonard Ravenhill: Why Revival Tarries, pg 86 "The conflict of the ages is upon us. This unbiblical distored thing called t
he church, that mixes with the world and dishonors its so-called Lord, has been found out for what it is, a fraud."

Re: - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/4/10 16:41
Quote:
-------------------------It may be the case that we're going to have to evangelize the church before we can turn fully to evangelizing the heathen.
-------------------------

I cannot "Amen" that enough! This is where the real problem lies. With the "house of God". It has become a den of theiv
es- spiritually speaking.
We need to clean house from the inside out. Only the Lord can do this and it can be done by our testimony of the living
Christ inside us. It can be done through prayer for the Lord's will to be done here on earth- in each life, in each family, in
each building, in each meeting, in each heart.
I am sorry to say this but many Christians who out of the modern church or are still there but not in their hearts- (at least
have a real revelation of who Christ is)- will be the ones who :
1. unveil the hypocrisy of religion and todays fast-food Christianity.
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2.demonstrate true love to the poor, brokenhearted, lost and wounded- (because they have the living Christ eminating o
ut of them)
3. also be critisized by "religious' people. I can not tell you how offensive my words have been to many church goers. Th
ough I speak in love and truth- they gawk and are offended in their spirits because they don't want to "go there." They do
n't want to hear that they need to be "poured out" literally as a drink offering as a testimony for Christ.
When people around me talk of Christianity, church, or those related subjects- i am quite certain they are not talking abo
ut my Jesus, the Christianity I live, or the church of which I belong.
My prayer and purpose is to be a light and living testimony to the unbeliever as well as the BELIEVER who has their ow
n idea of who Christ is. What a big job and an enourmous amount of people. Luckily my job is just to live it- I cannot mak
e anyone's heart change. The Holy Spirit is my helper. :)
Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. Mt.7:14
Sold out and in love, Chanin
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 16:49
"When people around me talk of Christianity, church, or those related subjects- i am quite certain they are not talking ab
out my Jesus, the Christianity I live, or the church of which I belong." moreofhim
Oh I sadly have to say Amen. Even in "christian" books I have to find the ones, except for a few, which were written a hu
ndred years ago or more. The Christianity they write about is not the Christianity of the bible. The Christianity I see is not
the Christianity I read about in God's Word. Man, it makes me want to cry.
Re: - posted by KeithLaMothe, on: 2004/4/10 17:05
Quote:
------------------------hmm and just by reading lazarus latest comments, I think it would be fruitful to go through the entire book of acts and draw out each time there is preac
hing to people (unbelievers) and look at the circumstances, how it started, and other information about scene. I'm on it already
-------------------------

A good idea. I'm inclined to start a bit earlier, though, to get to the place of open air preaching in this time and area of th
e world:
Matthew 3
1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea
2 and saying, "Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand."
3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: `Prepare y
e the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.'"
John's ministry was to prepare "the way of the Lord," and his message was "Repent"! I think this can be likened to plowi
ng up the ground, plowing up the hearts of men with the Law of God.
Mark 4
13 And He said unto them, "Know you not this parable? And how then will ye know all parables?
14 The sower soweth the Word.
15 And these are they by the wayside, where the Word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately
and taketh away the Word that was sown in their hearts.
16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground who, when they have heard the Word, immediately rec
eive it with gladness;
17 but they have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time. Afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth f
or the Word's sake, immediately they are offended.
18 And these are they which are sown among thorns, such as hear the Word,
19 but the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the Word,
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and it becometh unfruitful.
20 And these are they which are sown on good ground, such as hear the Word and receive it and bring forth fruit: som
e thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred."
What happens when seed is sown on stony ground? What happens when the Word is sown in unplowed hearts? False
converts. Hypocrites. Goats among the sheep. Churches filled with the unconverted.
John plowed up the ground before Jesus came through, so the people were better prepared for grace. Jesus didn't hav
e to preach as hard as He might have had to, because the ground was plowed up.
Nowadays most sowers of the Word are far softer than Jesus, but the ground is far harder.
The hearts of North America's people are almost hopelessly fallow. Hardly anything moves people anymore, as I heard
Wilkerson preaching on just recently (wonderful resource, this website). They need plowing, deep plowing.
The way must be prepared again for grace. God's Law, sin, Judgment, Hell, and repentance need to be preached. Both
to the heathen and to those who name the name of Christ.
On that last part, I think Scripture is talking about professing (not necessarily genuine) Christians when it says they "will
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear." Many professing Christians
have ears that itch to hear of easy-believism, of Eternal Security, of "carnal Christianity," of ecumenism and interfaith, of
permissible worldliness... of permissible sin!
Oh how our Lord is grieved, and is weeping... I'm beginning, just barely beginning, to share in "the fellowship of His suffe
rings" as He makes clear to me how far things are from where they should be.
The ground must be plowed, the thorny undergrowth must be burned away, the groves on the (altar) hills must be torn u
p. We must forsake our idols! We must forsake our sins!
Only when we've truly turned back to the Lord, can we have any hope of truly loving, serving, and obeying Him. Only th
en should we preach.
Well, that wandered topics.
In Him,
-Keith
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 17:07
sermonindex,
I bet we agree on more then it might seem. Lets find out
Do you believe in street evangelism?
Do you believe we need to actually learn how to evangelize?
Do you believe in preaching "whether they hear or whether they refuse"?
Do you believe that the Christianity we see is the Christianity of the bible?
Do you believe we should preach that "God commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day i
n which He will judge the world in righteousness"?

Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/4/10 18:11
Quote:
-------------------------Matthew 3
1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea
2 and saying, "Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand."
3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: `Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His
paths straight.'"
-------------------------
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Brother Keith, I think we have to be careful here to realize that there is a message of repentance given to Israel to revive
them from there waywardness, remember there has not been a prophetic voice amongst the people in 300 years and th
e spiritual condition could be considered stagnant in Israel.

Quote:
-------------------------Nowadays most sowers of the Word are far softer than Jesus, but the ground is far harder.
The hearts of North America's people are almost hopelessly fallow. Hardly anything moves people anymore, as I heard Wilkerson preaching on just re
cently (wonderful resource, this website). They need plowing, deep plowing.
The way must be prepared again for grace. God's Law, sin, Judgment, Hell, and repentance need to be preached. Both to the heathen and to those w
ho name the name of Christ.
-------------------------

Wow you are changing topics abit in your post but what a wonderfully edifying post to read. I think preaching the Word is
impartially is what is needed (Grace and Law) which includes all the subjects that just mentioned: God's Law, sin, Judgm
ent, Hell, and repentance. To simply preach everything .. just putting emphasis where the Scriptures puts emphasis. I do
n't disagree at all with the sowing of the word in public, ie preaching on the streets. But the way and venue its done I thin
k deserves attention. It's just when I first think of street preaching as do others its a big turn-off even for some Christians.

Brother I started another thread so we can discuss this issue of false doctrines and believers accepting them here:
(http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id1709&forum36&0) Itching ears...
Brother Jesse, I am sure we agree much more than we we disagree, but as I said before disagreement is good thing if
we can try and pray through this and learn from one-anther and see how God is teaching both of us. I am quite young, 2
4yrs old and I have alot of wisdom to be acquired by revelation from God still. Here are your questions answered:

Quote:
-------------------------Do you believe in street evangelism?
-------------------------

Yes, but not as the only method of sharing the Word of God with people. And also because of our discussion that is cont
inuing, I believe there are excesses in this area of evangelizing and its benefical to discuss it further. ie looking at the act
s examples piece by piece.

Quote:
-------------------------Do you believe we need to actually learn how to evangelize?
-------------------------

No, I never think the Apostles had classes on evangelism. There was a discipleship of living examples, in word and spee
ch. We need to become more like Jesus and then that life will be imparted to others. It's something that should be natura
l to show people how a supernatural God has changed you and made you a supernatural being, a NEW creation in Chri
st.

Quote:
-------------------------Do you believe in preaching "whether they hear or whether they refuse"?
-------------------------

Well yes obviously truth is given out into the world and is rejected by most. 'Many are called few are chosen.' But that do
esn't give me lisence to go out to any corner and just yell out the Law of God and tell everyone that unless they belief on
Jesus they are going to hell. There is a God-given platform and leading that God gives to do this in the right way. Please
don't understand me, I am not accusing you of doing this without God's leading.

Quote:
-------------------------Do you believe that the Christianity we see is the Christianity of the bible?
-------------------------
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Institutional Christianity? I firmly believe that God's true church is spiritual and unseen. There was an organization that in
stituted the true early Church, but quite quickly that became apostate and turned into the Catholic church. Today there a
re many congregations and fellowships of believers that are genuine and quite close to the early church. But sadly many
churchs, denominations are quite far from biblical Christianity. I believe it was Sandur Singh who said that he believes o
nly 5% of professing Christians in North America are actually born-again.

Quote:
-------------------------Do you believe we should preach that "God commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day in which He
will judge the world in righteousness"?
-------------------------

Yes, but that shouldn't be our only text, and its questionable if you start with that to heathen (unbelievers).
-----"You will never win the world like being like the world. You will never win the world like entertaining like the world."
-Keith Daniels
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 18:33
quote "But that doesn't give me lisence to go out to any corner and just yell out the Law of God and tell everyone that unl
ess they belief on Jesus they are going to hell." sermonindex
I don't know where that came from. I hope I didn't implied that. What I do believe in is going to the streets and preaching
like Jesus that unless they repent from their sins they will perish. Luke 13:3 Unless they turn to Jesus they will go to hell,
but that doesn't make sense to them if you don't show them their need to come to him. That knowledge comes by the La
w.
As far as learning evangelism goes, like you said yourself it is by "looking at the acts examples piece by piece" We must
learn how to witness, in a class room setting or not, by looking at the bible. So first you said you believe in learning from
biblical examples, but then you said you don't believe evangelism should be taught.
Quote
"I never think the Apostles had classes on evangelism" sermonindex
Do you think Jesus gave his disciples the Great Commission without first showing them during the three years how and
what to preach?? What is a Master to his disciple then a teacher? What else is a discipleship besides a type of class?
Re: street corner preaching - posted by prayer1warrior, on: 2004/4/10 18:52
In Christ's love
<

Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 19:03
quote "We are to be in all of the public places casting down idols and preaching the gospel of Jesus" prayer1warrior
I completely agree. This is something I said earlier: I say we should preach right where nobody wants us to! That seems
pretty biblical to me. Acts 5:28-29 says "Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have f
illed Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us!" but Peter and the other apostels answere
d and said "We ought to obey God rather than men."
Acts 21:37 - 40 Paul asks to speak to a crowd who already "were seeking to kill him" vs 31
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Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2004/4/10 19:22
To street preach or to not street preach, that is the question. Whether it be noble... errr.. time to cut the shakespeare...
Personally, I have started doing open air preaching every Monday afternoon at UNC Charlotte. I just go, and raise my v
oice, and spare not, but at the same time, try to give people hope in Christ. There must be a good balance of preaching
the law & gospel. Ultimately though, I am trying to present Christ, and Him crucified, and get people to have a revelation
of Jesus Christ, to get them to "behold the lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world."
My public preaching may be deemed a nusance, as it is loud. So far, I can't say much of anything on how I'm perceived,
as I've only preached for 30 minutes or so each time, and haven't had too many hecklers come up to me. I've had quite
a few Christians comes and encourage me on, but not too many folks who are trying to discourage me.
Most the people just walk by, some slowly, others very quickly. Some stay off in the distance and listen, but no crowds s
eem to form. It would APPEAR I am not very succesfull. But the Scriptures say that the word of God shall not return voi
d, and it will accomplish that for which it was sent out. Ultimately, if I am preaching the gospel, it will do something. Per
haps for many, a seed will just be planted. Perhaps for others, my preaching will only water what another planted. Perh
aps I will see a harvest. But, all that is God's business, not mine.
Perhaps what I preach will not be very attractive to people, and many might harden their hearts to the gospel. But, if wh
at I preach is truly the gospel, then it ultimately will either be attractive to people, or it will cause them to push away furth
er from the faith. If I am preaching the gospel, and living a life of holiness and integrity in the fear of the Lord, then if the
y flee further away from the gospel, I know it is not from my method of preaching or a hypocritical lifestyle, but from the g
ospel itself, from the Lord Himself. If their reaction is negative, then it is the reaction of those who hated the light and lov
ed the darkness.

Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 19:50
Brother,
You just keep on preaching! Positive responses and negative responces will come. Jesus' first sermon made people try t
o throw him off a cliff but other times they would follow him any where. If they reject you it is because they have rejected
God.
Don't be discouraged if you don't see crowds. Ray Comfort preached for 18 months without any crowds ( because he di
dn't elevate himself). I have preached alot on the street and have had big crowds, small crowds, and no crowds. Just co
ntinue to pray.
Quotes on open air
"No sort of defense is needed for preaching outdoors, but it would take a very strong argument to prove that a man who
has never preached beyond the walls of his meetinghouse has done his duty." C.H. Spurgeon
"Every great preacher of the bible was an open-air preacher, Peter was an open-air preacher, Paul was an open-air prea
cher, and so were Elijah, Moses, and Ezra. More important then all, Jesus Christ Himself was an open-air preacher and
preached, for the most part, outdoors. Every great sermon recorded in the Bible was preached in the open-air, the serm
on on the Day of Pentecost, the sermon on the Mount, and the Sermon on Mars Hill, etc." R.A. Torrey
Re: - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/4/10 20:20
DaveQuote:
-------------------------Greg and Chanin both operate in the prophetic gift (i.e. a man or woman of God who calls the people of God back to God), whereas
some of us operate in the evangelistic gift and we have left the ninety and nine to follow God into the hedges and down the byways.
-------------------------

You're exactly correct on this. I often forget this and wonder why people are not seeing things "my way" or like i do. But t
hat is because I have something so strong in me to bring 'christians" back to God or their First Love. To chasten a bit, to
challenge them to go deeper and let the Lord search their hearts consistantly.
I do not really have a heart to evangelize and I really don't feel guilty anymore that i don't. Everyone has their gifts and al
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l are needed!
This is where we need to be careful (including me) in judging what others are doing. The key here is that each is listenin
g to the Lord for directions so that He is doing what God wants them to do. Not want they think they should do or someo
ne else thinks they should do.
I must keep remembering this when it comes to other's points of view on the subject of evangelism and the lost.
I tend to be much more accepting and loving towards the unbeliever because "they have an excuse". it's the believer wh
o does not live it that i have a problem trying to accept and love unconditionally. But, again, this is something the Lord is
working on with me. I see the reason I see through the falseness of their faith- But i must do it in love even still.
Thanks for the reminder.
Satisfied in Him, Chanin

Re: - posted by prayer1warrior, on: 2004/4/10 20:35
Thank you! :-)
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 20:40
Quote "I do not really have a heart to evangelize and I really don't feel guilty anymore that i don't." moreofhim
Come on Christian!! Do you not feel any guilt at all that the multitudes are going to an eternal hell for their sins where the
y will suffer torments forever and ever and you just sit back and do nothing and merely say "I don't have a heart to". Doe
s that not bother you "anymore"??? Let me say this, something is radically wrong with your heart.
You said you don't feel guilty anymore, which means you used to. Well what stoped you then from living out your convict
ions? Just because you have over ridden your conscience so you don't feel guilty doesn't mean what your doing is right.
Because it is wrong.
Do you follow the same Jesus I do who came to "seek and to save that which was lost." Do you follow in his steps? Jesu
s said "follow me and I will make you fishers of men." That was the promise He gave to His followers. The Great Commi
ssion is for every Christian. As David Wilkerson said "It's Gods will that everybody goes".
Jesus said to love your neighbor as yourself! Are you exempt from that? Does the second greatest commandment not a
pply to you but only to others?? Come on "Christian"!!Do you want eternal life for yourself but could care less if others ha
ve it? C.H. Spurgeon said "Have you no wish for others to be saved? Then you are not saved yourself, be sure of that."
Feel guilty like you used to that you don't evangelize because their blood is on your hands. Ezekiel 3:18-21, and 33:8-11
can and should be applied to the Great Commission.
Re: - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/4/10 20:44
Wow! Would anyone like to answer this. I am getting tired. :-o

In His perfect love, chanin
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Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 20:50
Come on. you know in your heart what I said was right. With all my heart I believe all I said. You like a person who has t
he cure for cancer hidden in their house and says " I don't feel guilty anymore that I don't give those dying of cancer the
cure. I just don't have a heart to." Actually what your doing is far worse.

Evangelism is as much as knowing how to perform brain surgery is a "gift". Both, in truth, are learned skills.
Re: - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/4/10 20:53
Lazarus,
I am not going to defend myself here because most on this site know me very well. I know you do not know me very well
because you have not been on here very long- but you realy don't know my heart. Have you read any of my other posts?
I think you will see that I am nothing like what you are implying. I am not on here to debate.
I live my Christianity every day 24 hrs. a day for all to see- including the lost. I aim to be a walking living breathing light fo
r Him. I guess my evangelism is my lifestyle.
Just as I am admitting to not understanding your calling as well as I would like to because I am called to bring repentanc
e to the "Church"- can you maybe try to see this from my point of view. I am willing - are you?
Be blessed and I pray that the Lord brings many to Christ through you.
In His perfect love, Chanin
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 21:00
Yes repentance needs to come to the church, and the first thing that needs to be repented of is the hearts that don't care
enough about the lost to tell them how they can recieve everlasting life.
"I guess my evangelism is my lifestyle." moreofhim
Your life is a witness, but it is not enough. You could mow your neighbors lawn for free, but that doesn't tell them how th
ey can be forgiven. Romans 10:17 "faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." Your lifestyle isn't enough,
there needs to be words. Not words only, but also a lifestyle.
Romans 10:14-15
"How then shall htye call on Him in whom they have not belived? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have
not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent?"
Do you really want to be like a person who has the cure to cancer but doesn't give it to anyone because "I don't have a h
eart to"??????
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 21:03
let me say this lovingly, Your telling the world "Go to hell, I don't care enough about you to tell you how to be saved." Ha
ve you enough concern to conquer your fears?
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/4/10 21:07
Quote:
-------------------------As for the present condition of the bride of Christ, I wholeheartedly agree with you and enough has been said. I believe the we have
a classic example of differning perspective. Greg and Chanin both operate in the prophetic gift (i.e. a man or woman of God who calls the people of Go
d back to God), whereas some of us operate in the evangelistic gift and we have left the ninety and nine to follow God into the hedges and down the b
yways. I would like to add, though, that I really agree that the churches need to be re-evangelized because the gospel that has been preached lo these
many years is not what is in scripture. The folks in churches don't need to be revived, they need to be born again, a great many of them.
-------------------------

Brother Dave, I really appreciate your honestly and wonderful words of life to share with us. You defenitely have a spirit
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of discernment and I thank you for your carefully chosen words. The Spirit of Christ is reflected in your words brother!

Quote:
-------------------------In conclusion, I hope that I was not too harsh. It is offered in meekness and love. I just began participating in earnest so I hope this
doesn't get me banned. The greatest thing about this exchange is that I was challenged to revisit a portion of scripture that I had not meditated upon fo
r some time, and I saw a few things in there that I had not yet seen. His Spirit leads us in to all truth, indeed.
-------------------------

AMEN! I am learning much also brother praise God for His faithfulness in building up His body.

Quote:
-------------------------Jesus' first sermon made people try to throw him off a cliff but other times they would follow him any where. If they reject you it is be
cause they have rejected God.
-------------------------

Brother Jesse, I hate to disagree with you so much :-P but you are using many examples that are extreme and shouldn'
t be applyed in this way.

Quote:
-------------------------"No sort of defense is needed for preaching outdoors, but it would take a very strong argument to prove that a man who has never p
reached beyond the walls of his meetinghouse has done his duty." C.H. Spurgeon
-------------------------

But this would also mean that he preached in doors predominatly but also excercised the healthy discpline of preaching
open-air to his community.

Quote:
-------------------------I tend to be much more accepting and loving towards the unbeliever because "they have an excuse". it's the believer who does not l
ive it that i have a problem trying to accept and love unconditionally. But, again, this is something the Lord is working on with me. I see the reason I se
e through the falseness of their faith- But i must do it in love even still.
-------------------------

Chanin, I totally know what you mean. I really think the Lord has to work in each persons heart and there are times and
seasons for different workings in our life. It would seem erronous to me for everyone as soon as they are Christian to sta
rt bodly preaching on Hell, Judgement, etc when they really have no conception of these terms. They are just ideals and
words, doctrines to be preached, without an divine revelation of these truths to the heart they will be sounding brass and
tinkling symbols. William Booth had a dream of hell and that set him off to want to save the lost. Duncan Campbell had a
vision of hell that gave him an unyeilding desire to save the lost. D.L. Moody went through a tradgic fire incident in his mi
nistry before he realized the true value of souls, the list goes on. How dare we pressume upon all Christians to have this
earnestness for souls, which can only really be given by the Lord.
As I said before my worry is that the open-air preaching will be taken in the wrong way by the audience in alot of cases u
nless the spirit of the speaker is pure in intention and has had divine revelation of the truths he/she is speaking and plea
ding on. How many of us plead on our knees for souls? dare I recall the story of John Hyde who was restless for souls d
ay and night, A street preacher NO! but a man given to God in the secret closet permeiating the likeness of Christ in wor
d and deed. People in ordinary life couldn't help but notice something different in his actions, character, words, and cou
ntenance. He saved many souls a day and secretly pleaded for more every week, every month, what a burden but it wa
s the Lords.
We lay our burdens on God but who does He lay His burdens on.
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Re: - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/4/10 21:22
Quote:
-------------------------How many of us plead on our knees for souls? dare I recall the story of John Hyde who was restless for souls day and night, A stre
et preacher NO! but a man given to God in the secret closet permeiating the likeness of Christ in word and deed. People in ordinary life couldn't help b
ut notice something different in his actions, character, words, and countenance. He saved many souls a day and secretly pleaded for more every week
, every month, what a burden but it was the Lords.
-------------------------

Amen! Just think of the countless mothers who have spent hours and tears praying for their children to come to the Lord
or to "stay in the Lord". Think of the many believers who pray people into the kingdom. They are no less in God's eyes a
s the preacher.
It is not that i don't care at all about unbelievers. I do. I love them to bits where ever I go- at the grocery store, where eve
r. I will give of myself what ever needs to be given.
There are many ways to bring people to the Lord and praying for them to have the revelation of Christ is one way. Prayin
g that God's will be done in their life is another.I know God will not disappoint me when I pray this way. I have seen the fr
uit. And they know I am for real.
I just saw some amazing fruit today! My dad and his wife were here and I can see so much growth.
Oh, by the way. actually I am into getting souls saved because what I've been finding out is that many christians are not
really saved at all. (I think this was Dave who mentioned this. sorry if it wasn't) I am into making sure that those who say
they are Christians- really are! :-)
Anyone want to take a test? :-D
In Him, Chanin
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 21:24
Quote:
"Jesus' first sermon made people try to throw him off a cliff but other times they would follow him any where. If they rejec
t you it is because they have rejected God."

Quote:
"Brother Jesse, I hate to disagree with you so much but you are using many examples that are extreme and shouldn't b
e applyed in this way."
Explain please. It's not right to say that and then not explain. Which way was it applied wrong?
John 15:18 "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hates you. If you were of the world, the wold woul
d love its own. yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Re
member the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also perse
cute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also." Jesus Christ
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Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2004/4/10 21:30
Lazarus,
You do not have any right to begin to throw accusations like this at someone you have absolutely no idea of. I would be
very, very careful in doing so.
For one it is with the wrong spirit.
Two, you have not the faintest idea of how devoted Chanin is to the Lord. She is an inspiritation to many of us here and
she needs not to defend herself. But I certainly will.
In fact I will say that she put's many of us to shame in wholeheartedness.
Certainly you have your own zeal and that's wonderful. But to start making character judgements in such a short time
that you have been here is unwise and unloving.
Also, I submit the following for consideration as it applies to this topic:
Act 6:1 In those days, as the number of the disciples was growing larger and larger, a complaint was made by the Helle
nistic Jews against the Hebraic Jews that their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food.
Act 6:2 So the twelve called the whole group of disciples together and said, "It is not desirable for us to neglect the word
of God in order to wait on tables.
Act 6:3 Therefore, brothers, appoint seven men among you who have a good reputation, who are full of the Spirit and wi
sdom, and we will put them in charge of this work.
Act 6:4 Then we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word."
Act 6:5 This suggestion pleased the whole group. So they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, Philip,
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a gentile convert to Judaism from Antioch.
Act 6:6 They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.
Act 6:7 So the word of God continued to spread, and the number of disciples in Jerusalem continued to grow rapidly. Ev
en a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.

Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 21:35
Your right, I don't know her. But if I didn't care about her then I wouldn't have said anything. All I know is what she has w
ritten.
She wrote: Quote "I do not really have a heart to evangelize and I really don't feel guilty anymore that i don't." moreofhim
Thats all I know of her. It's not so much that I accused her as it is that she herself confessed with her own words.
Quote "For one it is with the wrong spirit." crsschk
Now that is an accusation. Bro, there is nothing but love on this end. I assure you of that.
Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2004/4/10 21:51
The one thing that we have to keep in mind is the nature of posting in this forum. It can be easy to misunderstand thing's
as they don't always get expressed the way they may be intended at the first. Sometimes it takes a couple of replys to st
raighten things out. We are not all authors and some of us really fumble around for words and expressions sometimes, e
specially yours truely.
I believe this is a case in point as Chanin followed up with her replys.
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Re: - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/4/10 21:57
Lazarus, you are welcome to visit my website anytime. www.moreofhim.net I am sure that I may have evangelized a tiny
bit there. You can also join my mailing list and be "evangelized". :-D
It's not that I don't have a heart for evangelizing. I hope I do that everyday. I just don't have a calling to go out to every
person I meet and tell them they are going to hell.
Do you not agree that there are different gifts and different callings? My gift is not in "evangelism" as some would think
evangelism is supposed to be.
Quote:
-------------------------1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 2 You know that F38 you were Gentiles, carried away to
these dumb idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one
can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of ministries, but the s
ame Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one f
or the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another fa
ith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same F39 Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discer
ning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, dist
ributing to each one individually as He wills.
-------------------------

Quote:
-------------------------27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? A
re all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the b
est F41 gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.
-------------------------

In His perfect love, Chanin
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 22:05
quote "Do you not agree that there are different gifts and different callings?"
Yes and no. Yes there are different callings but no evangelism is not a gift. It is a learned skill. I had to read books and st
udy it because I did not have the "gift of evangelism" put on my lap.
According to Ephesians an "Evangelist" is "for the equiping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the b
ody of Christ." So an evangelist teaches "the saints for the work of the ministry." An evangelist teaches christians how th
ey are to evangelize.
Every Christian is not to be an Evangelist, but scripturally speaking every Christian is to evangelize.
You said you don't "go out to every person I meet and tell them they are going to hell."
I don't do that either but I believe that I really ought to, atleast if they are unsaved ofcoarse. :)

Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 22:14
You know, I found this site a bit more edifying and enjoyable when everyone seemed to quote something they agreed wi
th and just typed encouragements. That was great and that was all I wanted to do at first (read my very first posting on t
his thread) I would like to get back to that.
Confused just a tad
Quote:
"Jesus' first sermon made people try to throw him off a cliff but other times they would follow him any where. If they rejec
t you it is because they have rejected God."

Quote:
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"Brother Jesse, I hate to disagree with you so much but you are using many examples that are extreme and shouldn't be
applyed in this way."
Explain please. It's not right to say that and then not explain. I'm left confused. Which way was it applied wrong?
John 15:18 "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hates you. If you were of the world, the wold woul
d love its own. yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Re
member the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also perse
cute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also." Jesus Christ
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/4/10 22:53
Quote:
-------------------------Yes repentance needs to come to the church, and the first thing that needs to be repented of is the hearts that don't care enough ab
out the lost to tell them how they can recieve everlasting life.
-------------------------

Jesse your comments are abit wearysome, did you even read some of my posts, it seems you are directly the conversati
on on only what you want and doing that quite abruptly. It would be nice for you to mediatate and think over what other p
eople say and even pause and pray about it. We all have alot to learn, I understand that you are zealous about street pr
eaching but don't let it blind you please be considerate to others, Chanin is a wonderful sister in the Lord and has truly b
een a blessing in my life more than words can explain. She is sold-out for God in a wonderful way and is listening to God
's heart more than many that I know. Jesse I know your young and I would ask you also to respect elders and speak acc
ordinly, some peoples conversation in these forums are convered with the fragerance of Christ and its beautiful to see.
I would also ask you review the last 2 paragraphs of my post on page 3 of this thread, I hope you read them with an ope
n-mind.

Quote:
-------------------------Confused just a tad
-------------------------

Please also have patience, forums usually don't go as fast as live chat sessions, etc today I have not been that busy so I
have time to prayerfully delve into this discussion thread. Please think about what is being said and reply accordingly, I h
ave re-read many peoples posts here to ensure I haven't been getting ahead of what is being said. 'Explain please. It's n
ot right to say that and then not explain. I'm left confused. Which way was it applied wrong?' did you go back and read th
at passage again prayerfully? Let us come to God's word with reverence and humblness to recieve our daily manna, the
Lord surely gives to those who are 'broken in spirit' and have a 'contrite heart'.

Quote:
-------------------------Jesus' first sermon made people try to throw him off a cliff but other times they would follow him any where. If they reject you it is be
cause they have rejected God.
-------------------------

Luke 4:14-30 - Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countr
yside. He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, a
nd on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll of the proph
et Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because
he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recover
y of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." Then he rolled up the scroll, g
ave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began
by saying to them,"Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." All spoke well of him and were amazed at the graciou
s words that came from his lips. "Isn't this Joseph's son?" they asked. Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote this pro
verb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.' " "I tell
you the truth," he continued,"no prophet is accepted in his hometown. I assure you that there were many widows in Israe
l in Elijah's time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. Y
et Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel
with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed--only Naaman the Syrian." All the peopl
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e in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow
of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and we
nt on his way.
--You cannot use that as a scapegoat to preach anything you wish from the bible and then say if people reject me so what
! its God they are rejecting. First off Jesus wasnt preaching law and about hell or eternal damnation, he was clearly just
showing His messiahship and His calling from God. He quoted from Isaiah that He has come to preach good news and f
reedom to captives. God longs and loves His creation, He desires that none are lost. Are you willing to share this sorrow
? Are you pleading with tears?
"There is no power like that of availing prayer. It turns ordinary mortals into men of power. It brings fire, it brings rain, it br
ings life, it brings God."
-Samuel Chadwick
"Mr. Chadwick was right. When God comes and visits His people, we begin to feel what's on His heart. And what is on G
od's heart? The Bible says, "When He saw the crowds He had compassion on them." The heart of Jesus breaks for the
multitudes who are without a shepherd in life. When God comes in power to our churches and our personal lives we will
begin to feel the very passion of Christ for a lost and dying world."
-Sammy Tippit
Finney and other great preachers never considered themselves adequate unless God was on them in power. Finneys m
ain work was to get the church praying for souls (revival). Travailing and perserving in prayer for lost souls.
"However, there was one thing missing at the conference that is often present in their worship - weeping. North America
n Christians are good at telling jokes, but terrible at weeping for souls. We know how to laugh, but have forgotten how to
cry. Somehow, in the midst of our Christian work, we've lost our passion, especially our passion for souls. Consequently,
we stand in need of revival."
-Sammy Tippit
"How long has it been since you wept over the eternal destiny of people?"
-Sammy Tippit
Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2004/4/10 23:48
Hey, it's alright brother.
You did say:
Quote:
-------------------------What do u guys think?
-------------------------

:-)
As they often do, these threads will evolve as other questions come up. It still can be edifying even if there are different
points of view.
The reason I brought up the Acts verse's was that it is really pretty interesting if you think about it. One of the ones they
chose to wait on tables was Stepehen.
What a fascinating guy!
He is marked out at the begining as "a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit" and still humble enough to wait on tables and
let the others go on to prayer and ministry of the Word.
It goes on to state " full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people."
Full of faith, the Holy Spirit, grace and power, no wonder he was doing these things!
Being that the text only tells us of the one 'sermon' he preached, I wouldn't want to read into it one way or the other only
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to point out that the others "had gone on..."
But what a 'sermon'!
What an evangelist, even if it was only for one day!
Had planned on going further with this, but this deserves it's own topic.
What I wanted to point out was that there are different ways of going about things, different callings at different times. If
we were all as prepared as Stephen was it wouldn't make any differance how or when or by what means we went about
evangelising, we would be leaving a lasting impression.
Also have to remember those who stayed back as waiters (Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus)
.
And lastly, the impression of all that took place on the notorius Saul of Tarsus.
Just food for thought...

Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/10 23:55
One, I want to say that I believe with all my heart absolutely everything I have written and stood for in this forum. I think
my thoughts wisely and say my thoughts. I share only what comes from my heart.
Yea I've actually weeped right infront of the crowds on the streets while preaching in the open air. I can't help it. Often I c
ry in my prayers but sometimes I'll just be like walking through the house and not even thinking about anything spiritual a
nd then the Spirit will come upon me and I will just fall to the ground into a little ball and weep uncontrollably.
When the early church wasn't doing what they were suppose to do God sent persecution and Philip the table waiter bec
ame Philip the revivalist who won atleast one entire city to the Lord.
quote "You cannot use that as a scapegoat to preach anything you wish from the bible and then say if people reject me
so what! its God they are rejecting." If you preach the truth, and people reject the truth, they are rejecting you and your
message because they have decided to reject the truth. If they rejected Jesus then I would expect that if I am like Jesus
I will be rejected. The more you share in His labors, the more you share in His sorrows. Ravenhill - "How is it that the wo
rld couldn't get on with the holiest man that ever lived but it could get on with you and me?"
Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2004/4/11 0:11
Bless you man.
Sorry if I was a bit sharp earlier. We are a pretty loving bunch around here even with all the seriousness of the issues at
hand.
Hope you stay encouraged in the Lord and listen to what He is saying to you. Oftentimes He will use others to do that thr
ough as I have found from many of the brethren here.
And I am so grateful for that.
Even if it's just to get me thinking or challenging my presuppositions, always learning.
Re: - posted by KeithLaMothe, on: 2004/4/11 0:12
I go away a few hours for a revival meeting, and everything happens without me :)
I've engaged in a lot of forum communication across the years, and one of the most singularly wearying things about it is
the almost ubiquitous presence of a negative and contentious spirit. It is very encouraging to see that such a spirit does
not hold sway here. If exchanges similar to the above had occured practically anywhere else on the internet, we'd be in
the middle of a flame war. The spiritual maturity here gives me cause to praise God.
Re: some with evangelistic calling, some with prophetic calling/gifting:
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This is near my heart because I find myself oscillating between the two. I feel motivated to witness and to preach to the
non-Christians, partly out of sheer duty. But I also feel called to minister to God's people in an exhortative capacity.
There's something of a middle ground, too: preaching to the unconverted who think they're Christian, and to the backslid
den Christians (a much smaller group, as far as I can tell).
One of Chanin's comments was particularly interesting, about finding it easier to accept unbelievers (who have less kno
wledge) than morally inconsistent "Christians."
I find I'm too soft with non-Christians, in personal witnessing I'm so gentle and reasonable (I try to be, that is) that they pr
obably aren't getting the idea that God is genuinely angry with them; there's also the problem of the conversation going
down rabbit trails (biblical veracity is a common one) and me not getting control of it. Thankfully God has me working wit
h a hellfire-and-brimstone Holiness preacher, so I don't think the sinners walk away misinformed.
On the other hand, I think I'm too hard on other Christians (real ones). I preached a sermon once on evangelism at the c
ampus fellowship I attend, and I think I was bordering on speaking with a bitter spirit. Thankfully God kept me from goin
g too far, and I think that bore some good fruit. People were challenged, but not offended. I actually should have presse
d harder, but with more love. Then people might have been changed.
I'm not sure either of the two callings involve giftings, in my case. All I need for either is a basic understanding of Scriptu
re (only possible by God's guidance and light) and the present state of the world, and God's general provision. The "pro
phetic" side is prophetic in the sense that it involves exhortation, but I think it's just a matter of God having drawn me ne
ar enough to Him that I have some rudimentary understanding of His heart, and can exhort and encourage my Brothers
and Sisters accordingly. It stands to reason that anyone truly close to God could do that. Then again, human reason do
esn't generally get anyone very far in spiritual matters.
It's past midnight, so I'd better cease my ramblings before they lose what little coherence they presently have.
God's grace be with you,
-Keith
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/4/11 0:30
Quote:
-------------------------quote "You cannot use that as a scapegoat to preach anything you wish from the bible and then say if people reject me so what! its
God they are rejecting." If you preach the truth, and people reject the truth, they are rejecting you and your message because they have decided to rej
ect the truth. If they rejected Jesus then I would expect that if I am like Jesus I will be rejected. The more you share in His labors, the more you share i
n His sorrows. Ravenhill - "How is it that the world couldn't get on with the holiest man that ever lived but it could get on with you and me?"
-------------------------

Brother Jesse, I'm sorry if I have been trying to disagree with much of what you have been saying in this thread. I am sur
e if we sit down we have probably alot in common in terms of our spiritual believes and inspirations. I see you quoting L
eonard Ravenhill a few times and he is basically one of my mentors. I first read his book 'Why Revival Tarries' then I wat
ched his videos and that set me off trying to spread his genuine message of revival to body of Christ, and 2 years later S
ermonIndex is born.
Ohh and just to clarify to your brother, when I said 'that you can't learn evangelism' and then later said we should go thro
ugh acts to find out how evangelism practically works, doesn't contradict. When I read scriptures, I pray that God reveals
heavenly wisdom and revelation and that the Holy Spirit would teach and guide me into all truth in the matter. Therefore i
ts not reading as a textbook but grasping in my spirit precious words of life. So in a sense I don't learn and teach myself
but rather 'catch' things from the spirit. Not taught, but caught, and hopefully confirmed in my spiritual walk.
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Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/11 0:37
yes Ravenhill is one of my mentors also. I first came accross your site because I was searching on the web for ravenhill
sermons. I used to go to school in Texas in Garden Valley on Keith Greens old ministry site right next to Tyler and Van. I
have had the honor of even seeing Ravenhills grave and even hearing his son preach. Actually the first time i heard rave
nhill was in "Selah" the compilation and I assumed he was still alive, then the very next day I was at his grave. Oh how t
hat touched my heart. To hear a man preach on eternity and the judgement seat, and then see his grave the next day!!! I
n about the past 2 months I have read "Why Revival Tarries" "Revival Gods Way", "Sodom had no Bible" "Meat for Men"
and am almost finished with "Tried and Transfigured". Then I'll read his other two
I just had this thought.
I was in Oregon recently preaching at a church on the topic of our responcibility (evangelism) and our rejection ( often th
e result). I said "Will the World reject us? Yes. And what do I say? I say good. Yea I said it. Good. Why? Because that's
what Jesus said. Matt 5:10-12"
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/11 1:07
ps. sermonindex, don't worry about it. If you knew me better you would know that some how some way even when I abs
olutely try not to, I cause contravercy wherever I go. History has show that I seem to make my best friends by first gettin
g in debates with them. Weird huh? Like my friend who invited me to oregon to preach, oh boy the debates we have had
! As Christian as he is he said he's gotten to the point where he's wanted to hit me! And this kid is nicer then Santa Clau
s!
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/4/11 1:13
Quote:
-------------------------ps. sermonindex, don't worry about it. If you knew me better you would know that some how some way even when I absolutely try n
ot to, I cause contravercy wherever I go. History has show that I seem to make my best friends by first getting in debates with them. Weird huh?
-------------------------

So I guess because the level of controvesy has been so high so are going to be really good friends then right? and the
name is Greg if you didn't know :-P

Quote:
-------------------------I have had the honor of even seeing Ravenhills grave and even hearing his son preach. Actually the first time i heard ravenhill was i
n "Selah" the compilation and I assumed he was still alive, then the very next day I was at his grave.
-------------------------

Thats awesome brother, which brother did you hear preach? There's some
(http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/viewcat.php?cid225) David Ravenhill sermons here on SermonInde
x. Paul Ravenhill is a missionary in South America, I have never come across an audio sermon of him though.
Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2004/4/11 1:27
Thanks Keith
What an encouargement!

Quote:
-------------------------It's past midnight, so I'd better cease my ramblings before they lose what little coherence they presently have.
-------------------------

Funny, that's how I feel when I am wide awake! :-)
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Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/11 1:41
I believe that I heard Paul Ravenhill speak actually.
Hey, I posted some thoughts of mine in the forum: The True Gospel and The False .
I would love to hear your guys thoughts on my thoughts, positive or negative.
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/4/11 17:15
Quote:
-------------------------ps. sermonindex, don't worry about it. If you knew me better you would know that some how some way even when I absolutely try n
ot to, I cause contravercy wherever I go. History has show that I seem to make my best friends by first getting in debates with them. Weird huh? Like
my friend who invited me to oregon to preach, oh boy the debates we have had! As Christian as he is he said he's gotten to the point where he's wante
d to hit me! And this kid is nicer then Santa Claus!
-------------------------

Actually brother I have been praying and thinking about this and I really don't feel peace about this at all. If you are so m
uch into debates with other brothers then I would assume that a negative thing, we don't get anywhere as Christians by
debating and having so much pride in our positions. The things you have said about yourself are amazing but it scares
me with you having these deep experiences of God but then coming across to the brethren quite harshly and not really e
xhibiting the Spirit of Christ in your communication. If a brother has come to the point of 'wanting to hit you' then I would r
eally prayerfully consider either there's something really wrong with him or with some parts of your spiritual walk. I am no
t claiming to be perfect but I really am trying my best to allow God's words and heart to come through me in these forum
s. I really feel these forums are a place to build up the body of Christ and to an amazing extent God has allowed them to
be that.
I believe there is a healthy place to discuss and share scriptures and you could call that (debating). This is not a place to
discuss positive and negatives and to show how they clash, but rather to encourage, strengthen with your words to other
s. Keith has picked up on this spirit in the forums that it is different than other Christian forums on the web, this is the Lo
rd's working.
I am open to allow God to mold and change me through other brothers and sisters sharing there experiences and the wo
rd. I pray and hope everyone else on these forums exhibit that same humbleness and teachableness. Who are we kiddi
ng? We know so little; allow God to bring you to that next level.
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/11 19:54
Well I never ever said it was a good thing. I "don't feel peace about this at all" either! If there is one thing I hate it is debat
es. I don't go around starting debates, but I always run into people (like I did here) who want to try to debate me.
Quote Â“If a brother has come to the point of 'wanting to hit you' then I would really prayerfully consider either there's so
mething really wrong with him or with some parts of your spiritual walkÂ”
In the new testament you can find scriptural examples of men of God being hit but never of a Â“Christ-likeÂ” man hitting
someone.
Â“The things you have said about yourself are amazing but it scares me with you having these deep experiences of God
but then coming across to the brethren quite harshly and not really exhibiting the Spirit of Christ in your communication.
Â”
I wonder if Christ was considered harsh when He flipped over the tables infront of all the religious people in the temple.
Do you think those whom Jesus called Â“HypocritsÂ” 20 something times in Matthew chapter 23 thought he was harsh?
Greg I keep getting the feeling that you are TRYING to be difficult with me. Or as you said Â“ have been trying to disagre
e with much of what you have been saying in this thread.Â” Can't you give me a break man? I'm not saying you have an
argumentative spirit but dO you realy have to disagree with everything I say?
There are some Christians that apparently you will either love or hate. I have found that to be true of myself. People will
either absolutely love me with all their hearts, or hate me with a perfect hatred. But as you can tell from this thread, I look
for unity or atleast common ground between Christians.
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Re: - posted by KeithLaMothe, on: 2004/4/11 22:14
I'd like it if everyone reading this would (re-)read the book of James right now, particularly: James 1:19-20 and 3:2-10. 1
Cor. 13:4-7 too, if you wouldn't mind.
Let there be peace, except where God commands striving.
-Keith
Re: - posted by prayer1warrior, on: 2004/4/11 23:02

Love conquers all.

Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/11 23:05
AMEN
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/11 23:46
So that their isn't any mis understandings of who I am or what I am all about this is the long version of my personal missi
on statement. It really is my heart!
To deny myself, take up my cross, and follow Jesus (Mark 8:34), to be a fisher of men(Matt. 4:19) and therefore being C
Hrist like by seeking and saving that which is lost (Matt 18:11). To feed His sheep because I love Him (John 21:17), ther
efore fullfilling my ministry by doing the work of an evangelist (2 Tim 4:5). Giving glory to Jesus with all boldness in my b
ody whether by life or by death(Phil 1:20) by going and making disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Teaching them to observe all the things the Lord has commanded (Matt 28:19-2
0). Doing all this by preaching that men must repent so they don't perish (Luke 13:3) and beleive(Mark 1:15), which is ca
lled being born again, in order to see the Kingdom(John 3:3). Also I must root out, and upll down, destroy and throw do
wn, build and plant (Jer 1:10). Giving Law to the proud that they might humble themselves (Matt 19:16-22) and teaching
grace to the humble (John 3:1-8) because God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble (1 Peter 5:5, Prov 3:34).

Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/4/11 23:59
OK this is totally God's work. I was getting abit fustrated with Jesse (lazarus) and yes giving him a hard time on the
forums. I was even looking at his posts trying to make them seem to what I felt them to be, this was definetly the devil
working and I thank God publicly for bringing this to light.
My sister came in the room and she was like 'what are you doing?' I said I was getting abit fustrated about this dude
lazarus on the site and didn't want to keep going at it. She suggested I get his number and call him. So I did. Jesse gave
me his number and we ended up talking for 3 hours and praying. Guess what he is the mirror reflection of myself, I had
a wonderful time fellowshipping with him. I thank God for openly showing the truth of the matter.
I am not going to delete the posts before in this thread of the things I said but I am writing this to clarify it so people
know, and what a testimony of God's working in His people. I am sorry Jesse for going ahead and not giving your the be
nefit of the doubt, I even ended up telling you that you werent posting in a Christ-like spirit which is totally NOT true. I am
looking forward to your continued participation on the site and our growing in Christ together, you are doing a wonderful t
hing also in your street preaching and from hearing you on the phone I really know your heart is in the right place.
I am so full of the joy of the Lord, thank you for working and not allowing the devil to sow seeds of discord in your people
s hearts. Thank you Lord.
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Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2004/4/12 0:03
Hey Lazarus
There is a great post on Brother Ravenhill that is a bit long but really kind of gave me a gut check.
(http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id1600&forum26&12) Zeal - Love Ablaze by Leonard
Ravenhill
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/12 0:21
wow Greg, I don't think I've ever had a better recomendation before! For real, words can not discribe how much this site
has blessed me! The reason I started posting here was for the awesome christian fellowship and am now looking forwar
d to that more then ever!!!!
I'm glad that with us, what the devil ment for evil, God has so graciously turned around for good!
ps after our convo, I cant sleep!!
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/4/12 0:28
Quote:
-------------------------ps after our convo, I cant sleep!!
-------------------------

hahah AMEN! its wonderful to fellowship truly in the spirit of God and to build up the body of Christ. I can't sleep either. P
raise God for His believers all over the world in different places, I am just in awe how God works, He definetly turned so
mething the devil wanted to cause for evil and made it turn out for the good! I feel a real kindred spirit with you brother. A
s you said in your other post lets 'burn' for God. "Fellowship of the burning hearts"
Re: - posted by KeithLaMothe, on: 2004/4/12 0:42
Praise God :)
I'd almost say that successful communication is a miracle by itself.
Re: - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/4/12 8:02
Words are powerful, and death and life are in the power of the tongue. When we curse, demean, diminish, or belittle with
our words, we speak liesÂ—Satan's language. When we speak the truth of God's Word into people's lives, we bless
them.

Quote:
-------------------------Come on Christian!! Do you not feel any guilt at all that the multitudes are going to an eternal hell for their sins where they will suffer
torments forever and ever and you just sit back and do nothing and merely say "I don't have a heart to". Does that not bother you "anymore"??? Let m
e say this, something is radically wrong with your heart.
-------------------------

Is there something radically wrong with my heart?
Quote:
-------------------------You said you don't feel guilty anymore, which means you used to. Well what stoped you then from living out your convictions? Just
because you have over ridden your conscience so you don't feel guilty doesn't mean what your doing is right. Because it is wrong.
-------------------------

I have ridden my conscience of guilt so I am in the wrong.
Quote:
-------------------------Jesus said to love your neighbor as yourself! Are you exempt from that? Does the second greatest commandment not apply to you
but only to others?? Come on "Christian"!!Do you want eternal life for yourself but could care less if others have it? C.H. Spurgeon said "Have you no
wish for others to be saved? Then you are not saved yourself, be sure of that."
-------------------------
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I am not saved - he is sure of that.
Quote:
-------------------------Come on. you know in your heart what I said was right. With all my heart I believe all I said. You like a person who has the cure for
cancer hidden in their house and says " I don't feel guilty anymore that I don't give those dying of cancer the cure. I just don't have a heart to." Actually
what your doing is far worse.
-------------------------

What I am doing is far worse.
Quote:
-------------------------Yes repentance needs to come to the church, and the first thing that needs to be repented of is the hearts that don't care enough ab
out the lost to tell them how they can recieve everlasting life.
-------------------------

"the first thing that needs to be repented of is the hearts that don't care enough about the lost"- well that's me.

Quote:
-------------------------let me say this lovingly, Your telling the world "Go to hell, I don't care enough about you to tell you how to be saved." Have you eno
ugh concern to conquer your fears?
-------------------------

Am I telling the world to go to hell?
I guess I took these comments totally out of context!

Quote:
-------------------------You know, I found this site a bit more edifying and enjoyable when everyone seemed to quote something they agreed with and just t
yped encouragements.
-------------------------

I was really encouraged there by your comments.

Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/4/12 11:39
Quote:
-------------------------Words are powerful, and death and life are in the power of the tongue. When we curse, demean, diminish, or belittle with our words,
we speak liesÂ—Satan's language. When we speak the truth of God's Word into people's lives, we bless them.
-------------------------

Hi Chanin you are totally right in your post and in what you are saying. I am not trying to say that Jesse's (lazarus) comm
ents are all 100% perfect, but after speaking to the brother I really feel his heart is in the right place. The biggest proble
m here is communication and Jesse (lazaurs) comments are usually quite abrupt and don't really explain themselves cle
arly even though he has great intentions. Please have the benefit of the doubt and patience with him. Where you able to
read the testimony I posted on page 5 of this thread!!
I used to be quite abrupt in my posts on the forums but now I seem more long-winded. :-P If Jesse spent the time writin
g out in paragraph form what he means, insted of just quoting the one side of what he is saying then I am sure you woul
d be saying AMEN to alot of his posts. I pray and hope that everyone can put what was discussed aside and start afresh
in fellowship with this brother, I think he has alot of good to say and contribute.
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Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/4/12 13:13
I was feeling sorry for myself all weekend. I gave up everything I had been working for. I gave up being an elder, childre
n's ministry leader, bible college, and soon to be pastor within the congregation. This site, (The Church), has caused me
to consider my ways.
'We preach Holiness, however, and the ones that get most upset by our preaching are usually professing Christians who
are living in sin. That kind of preaching helped bring me out of my "sinning Christianity," and it brings some to conviction
. It may be the case that we're going to have to evangelize the church before we can turn fully to evangelizing the heath
ens."
There is much to repent of in this days church.
I am on old fart, being radicalized by you kids! Jesus has a hold on you all. I thankyou for your faithfulness to our Lord J
esus Christ. I hear Him in your words. Lazurus you have raised me out of the grave of self pity this morning.
In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/12 18:31
Dear Jeff
"Lazurus you have raised me out of the grave of self pity this morning"
That's a really powerful statement. I um.... well I don't know what to say to that besides thank you.
jesse
Re: - posted by rocklife (), on: 2004/4/15 19:20
A comment about "old people not changing," that is a general comment, of course no statement outside of the bible is a
bsolute. If you have gone out into your neighborhood, or talked with extended family members, or talked to any other pe
ople you meet throughout the day, and you witness to them about bible things: sin, justice, God, Jesus' payment on the
cross, bible things, etc. If you go out and witness, you will find that younger people are much more open than people in t
heir 30's and older. This comment is pretty common among others who witness to strangers regularly.
It's just a general comment, my mom witnesses of her faith to strangers all the time, and has experienced this. Even tho
ugh she is mocked all the time, younger people are at least a little more open than the older ones. Older professing chris
tians have even told my mom to stop talking bible things in public.
Let's use this knowledge to our advantage, warning those ignorant of future judgment, punishment in hell without repent
ance of sins. The stiff-necked need Jesus too, but let's focus more energy on those seeking Truth. Praise Jesus for the l
aborers! The harvest is plentiful, the workers are few. Lord, please thrust laborers into Your harvest fields who will faithfu
lly, truthfully, and lovingly preach the Gospel completely and biblically. In Jesus' Name I pray, Amen.
Re: - posted by rocklife (), on: 2004/4/17 0:45
Rookie quoted 'We preach Holiness, however, and the ones that get most upset by our preaching are usually professing
Christians who are living in sin. That kind of preaching helped bring me out of my "sinning Christianity," and it brings som
e to conviction. It may be the case that we're going to have to evangelize the church before we can turn fully to evangeli
zing the heathens."
There is much to repent of in this days church. " end quote
I've noticed this problem, I am a new Christian (3 year) and haven't been much of a churchgoer before that. As an outsid
er coming into church, I seem to notice things that people growing up in church all their life don't seem to think about or
analyze.
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I asked a different forum, "Is it just me or are there not a lot of genuine God-fearing, God-loving Christians?" Because I r
eally thought it was just me. Someone wrote back, that unforunately, a lot of churchgoers are not truly saved. A missions
magazine also said the church pews are a harvest field that still needs to repent and turn to Christ.
I think church should be a place for sinners to turn to, that's great. But what is up with those comments about all these c
hurchgoers? Is this the case at your church? Do you meet people at church who act totally worldly outside of church?
If you do and you are a Christian, do you know what the bible says to do about that (it has answers) Going along with th
ose people, pretending they are fine and dandy with God is helping them go to hell. I hope you are honest with yourself
and with God about your own commitment to Christ. If you are not helping Him, you are scattering. Hypocrisy is ssooooo
ooooooooooo easy to see. Hypocrits don't fool anyone, especially kids. Kids know it and see it faster than anyone. I kne
w my whole life my dad wasn't following the Bible, even though he went to church every Sunday. I was shocked to see a
Jesus plaque in the house one day, turned out my Buddhist mom put it in there, she told my dad, "If you're a Christian, s
how it." He still doesn't.
Don't go along with sinning Christians (those who practice sin on purpose habitually). Christians need to be honest and s
peak the truth in love. It may not seem loving to sinners to hear the truth, but the Bible says, 'For you were once darknes
s, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousne
ss, and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather exp
ose them. For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret." (Eph 5:8-12)
Proverbs says "open rebuke is better than hidden love." Don't just go along with sinning churchgoers and pretend that pl
eases God, it doesn't.
I have met way too many smoking, cussing, drug-abusing, Jerry Springer-type professing "Christians" to not talk about t
his. I am disgusted by people who call themselves Christians but live like the devil at home.
Be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves, but don't pursue peace with man so much that you disobey God.

Re: - posted by bigdaveusa (), on: 2004/4/17 13:44
Oilpanter,
I will speak for myself about unbelief in the church; it's a difficult thing to address a person's spiritual condition whe
n the preachers around them tell them that they are saved because they went forward at an alter call and said a prayer. I
love what Ray Comfort preaches about working out your salvation with fear and trembling, and making your election true
. That's at the heart of the matter. There is no repentance or mourning over our sinful condition. People seem to be sayin
g the "sinners prayer" so that they can have God fulfill their wishlist for this life. I am sick over it.....
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/17 17:40
quote: "Older professing christians have even told my mom to stop talking bible things in public."
That's a sad story. It's true that time does not equal maturity. The problem has not been speaking the truth in public but r
ather the opposite.
quote: "Do you meet people at church who act totally worldly outside of church?
If you do and you are a Christian, do you know what the bible says to do about that (it has answers)Â…"
Some of the worldiest people there are come from our churches today. They are more worldly then others because they
hear the truth yet they go on in the wrong way. I only have three words for us: Guard your fellowship.
The answer is in 1 Cor 5:9-13 "I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people. Yet I cert
ainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioneres, or idolaters, sinc
e then you would need to go out of the world. But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone NAMED A
BROTHER, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, NOT EVE
N TO EAT WITH SUCH A PERSON. For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge th
ose whoa re inside? But those who are outside God judges, Therefore "PUT AWAY FROM YOURSELVES THE EVIL P
ERSON." You may not be able to control who comes into your church, but you can control who you let into your own per
sonal fellowship.
Quote: "I am disgusted by people who call themselves Christians but live like the devil at home"
AMEN AMEN AND AMEN
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Re: - posted by bigdaveusa (), on: 2004/4/17 21:11
Quote:
"I only have three words for us: Guard your fellowship. "
That is an excellent reminder and well supported by scripture. Your posts get better everyday....
;-)
Re: - posted by rocklife (), on: 2004/4/17 21:14
yes, bigdaveusa, I know what you mean. When I was confirmed in the Lutheran church as a teenager, the church leader
s told me I was a Christian. I knew I wasn't a christian, because I was secretly vandalizing church property and smoking
behind the building. Unfortunately, others believe what they are told by their church leaders (like my 24 year old brother),
especially when the church leaders repeatedly tell them they are a Christian because they've done certain things (prayer
, baptism, etc).
I don't judge others' Christianity, that's between them and God, only God knows who loves Him wholeheartedly. But I cal
l sin "sin."
About fellowshipping, those are good comments. I have had to separate from so many people because of those verses.
I evangelize and reach out to sinners, but I don't hang out with them while they do drugs or whatever sins, ya know. I've
even had to turn down job offers because I couldn't be around the bosses and condone their behaviors that I knew about
(I told them what was up with their sinful ways-they were professing Christians, and they told me to take a hike anyway.
A note: the people I've had to say something about a severe lapse in judgment, has so far been people I've known pers
onally for at least a year, and prayed a lot about, we must exercise wisdom with that sort of thing). We are to be in the w
orld, but not of the world. We must be salt and light to this evil world, but we can't do that if we totally avoid the ungodly.
We can't hang out with them just to hang out, but we should be available to the ungodly for help or guidance, ya know.
Wisdom must be exercised about that, if you're not a wholehearted committed christian, don't even try evangelizing and
reaching out to the ungodly, the hypocrisy is way too obvious. Genuine love is so rare, but fake love is everywhere. If yo
u're fake about it, the ungodly know, I know because I used to be sooo ungodly and I saw hypocrisy everywhere in churc
h.
Re: - posted by lazarus (), on: 2004/4/18 17:55
For almost two years I have been preaching open-air here in CT and never had any problems with the police...until rece
ntly. In the past two weeks I have had three encounters with the police. They are basicly trying everything they can to sh
ut me down. It's really sad and they really have been picken on me and being remarkably petty. If you could pray when y
ou get a chance that they stop so the gospel can be heard without interuption that would rock.
jess
Re: - posted by bigdaveusa (), on: 2004/4/19 0:56
LAZARUS,
I'll pray, but how 'bout you fill us in on what has been going on there. It will help us pray for you, and perhaps some of us
old guys can help you think of a strategy to combat this beyond praying. Remember, this is still the USA where we have
certain rights. If you aren't breaking the law of the land, they have no right to bother you.
Give up the details, 'bro..... :-)
Re: - posted by rocklife (), on: 2004/4/19 3:36
A note: the people I've had to say something about a severe lapse in judgment, has so far been people I've known perso
nally for at least a year, and prayed a lot about, we must exercise wisdom with that sort of thing. They were professing C
hristians, I would never rebuke a nonChristian that way.
About persecution, that is one of those things Jesus' promises we will have. Hang in there, lazarus, keep praying and sta
nding firm to the end.
If you'd like encouragement about standing firm in persecution, read Fox's Book of Martyrs. That book is great testimony
about God's holding power to Christians. It'll give you a new perspective of Christianity, too.
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