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Coming as an Angel of Light - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/7/7 13:01
Coming as an Angel of Light
2 Cor. 11:14
And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
Â“He made free use of Christian vocabulary. He talked about the blessing of the Almighty and the Christian confessions,
which would become the pillars of the new government. He assumed the earnestness of a man weighed down by
historic responsibility. He handed out pious stories to the press, especially to the church papers. He showed his tattered
Bible and declared that he drew the strength for his great work from it as scores of pious people welcomed him as a
man sent from God. Indeed, Adolf Hitler was a master of outward religiosity--with no inward reality! ? Today in the Word,
June 3, 1989.Â”
Matthew 24:24
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it
were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.
2 Thes. 2:3
Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

Satan knows the Word of God and uses small non-truths to lead away from Christ, just as he did in the Garden.
Will you be able to discern, or will you follow the crowd? Most will be deceived and only those who are watching in the
Spirit of Christ will know and discern.
Now is the time to know the Lord Jesus Christ and to hide His Word in your heart. The night is fast approaching, do not
be deceived by the claims of a rising star, there will be no excuses, we all have been warned.
Matthew 24:24-25
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it
were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you before.
1 Peter 4:7
But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.
In His Love
pastorfrin

Re: Coming as an Angel of Light - posted by crsschk (), on: 2007/7/7 13:13
Pastorfin ...
You are expressing my own thoughts here ...

Quote:
-------------------------But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.
-------------------------

Amen.
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Re: - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/7/7 13:29
Brother crsschk,
This has been on my heart for some time now,
all morning I have debated rather to post it or not.
I post it and then there is your post on The Old Paths and brother what you have to say is so much of what is on my hea
rt. The Lord is trying
to warn all to get ready, as tinluke's son said,
"a storm is coming" oh that we would all hear what the Lord is trying to tell us.
Thank You Brother, and Lord Bless all of you who are working so hard here on SI to get the Word out.
In His Love
pastorfrin
Re: - posted by LoveHim, on: 2007/7/7 14:11
dear pastorfrin,
thank you for being obedient in your posting.
i am not very old and so i have only heard of how horrible hitler was, but i never heard of how he was before running ger
many. i could never understand how so many people were deceived, but i can totally see that from your posting.
we need to be vigilant and sober, more now than ever before..
thanks.
Prepared - posted by crsschk (), on: 2007/7/7 14:27
Quote:
-------------------------The Lord is trying
to warn all to get ready, as tinluke's son said,
"a storm is coming" oh that we would all hear what the Lord is trying to tell us.
-------------------------

The charge and chill that went through my body hearing you repeat this ... That had rested profoundly in my spirit when I
read it yesterday, I will take an admonishen from a ten year old in second over ten thousand nefarious prophets of this h
our. It is more than that, much more, his own lack of clarifying comment; "I don't know" lending a great deal of spiritual w
eight and authenticity. The hair on my arms is still standing.
Re: Coming as an Angel of Light, on: 2007/7/7 14:32
Â“He made free use of Christian vocabulary. He talked about the blessing of the Almighty and the Christian confessions,
which would become the pillars of the new government. He assumed the earnestness of a man weighed down by histori
c responsibility. He handed out pious stories to the press, especially to the church papers. He showed his tattered Bible
and declared that he drew the strength for his great work from it as scores of pious people welcomed him as a man sent
from God. Indeed, Adolf Hitler was a master of outward religiosity--with no inward reality! ? Today in the Word, June 3, 1
989.Â”

Thank you again brothers.
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Re: Coming as an Angel of Light - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/9/2 21:49
Quote:
------------------------pastorfrin wrote:
Coming as an Angel of Light
2 Cor. 11:14
And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
Â“He made free use of Christian vocabulary. He talked about the blessing of the Almighty and the Christian confessions, which would become the pilla
rs of the new government. He assumed the earnestness of a man weighed down by historic responsibility. He handed out pious stories to the press, e
specially to the church papers. He showed his tattered Bible and declared that he drew the strength for his great work from it as scores of pious people
welcomed him as a man sent from God. Indeed, Adolf Hitler was a master of outward religiosity--with no inward reality! ? Today in the Word, June 3, 1
989.Â”
Matthew 24:24
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive
the very elect.
2 Thes. 2:3
Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son
of perdition;

Satan knows the Word of God and uses small non-truths to lead away from Christ, just as he did in the Garden.
Will you be able to discern, or will you follow the crowd? Most will be deceived and only those who are watching in the Spirit of Christ will know and dis
cern.
Now is the time to know the Lord Jesus Christ and to hide His Word in your heart. The night is fast approaching, do not be deceived by the claims of a
rising star, there will be no excuses, we all have been warned.
Matthew 24:24-25
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive
the very elect. Behold, I have told you before.
1 Peter 4:7
But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.
In His Love
pastorfrin

-------------------------

Felt led to re-post this as in seems to be more and more evident what is coming. Watch Church,
Watch!
Re:, on: 2007/9/3 0:50
Quote:
------------------------pastorfrin wrote:
Quote:
------------------------pastorfrin wrote:
Coming as an Angel of Light
2 Cor. 11:14
And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
Satan knows the Word of God and uses small non-truths to lead away from Christ, just as he did in the Garden.
Will you be able to discern, or will you follow the crowd? Most will be deceived and only those who are watching in the Spirit of Christ will know and dis
cern.
Now is the time to know the Lord Jesus Christ and to hide His Word in your heart. The night is fast approaching, do not be deceived by the claims of a
rising star, there will be no excuses, we all have been warned.
Matthew 24:24-25
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For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive
the very elect. Behold, I have told you before.
1 Peter 4:7
But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.
In His Love
pastorfrin

-------------------------

Felt led to re-post this as in seems to be more and more evident what is coming. Watch Church,
Watch!
-------------------------

moe wrote: "if it were possible"
I thank God that it is not possible. The antichrist in a sense uses half truths, but mostly they are lies.
John 8:44
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.
KJV
Jesus is, the way, the truth, and the life.

What the devil says is "did God really say"
Jesus left us HIS TESTAMENT AND GAVE HIS NEW COVENANT and give us HIS Spirit. He wrote HIS laws in our hea
rts, if we have made HIM LORD of our life, He gave us both to guide us into all truth. So we are without excuse.
Rom 1:20-22
20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their im
aginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,
KJV
God did not us a Spirit of fear!!
2 Tim 1:7-10
7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictio
ns of the gospel according to the power of God;
9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose a
nd grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ,
KJV
He gave us love and often when a person is given truth and it is not accepted, they don't consider it love. As the thread I
started on how the devil uses his captives to attempt to always kill or silenced God's true messengers in any fashion.
The devil wants to promote fear and Jesus said fear not. The devil gives no hope in his message, God's messenger alw
ays give truth with hope through Christ.
Acts 27:23-24
23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve,
24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.
KJV
Jesus himself told us fear not.
John 14:1-4
14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.
2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
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3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also.
4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.
KJV
Luke 12:32-34
32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth no
t, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.
34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
KJV
Where is the world putting their treasure and what is their treasure?
Rev 1:17-18
17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the
first and the last:
18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death
.
KJV
If we have received HIM as Lord and savior and have HIS SPIRIT within our mortal bodies, we have nothing to fear, if n
ot, we have everything to fear from the wrath that will be upon those who rejected HIS SON.
We can thank HIM in 1st John he wrote to us the whole book and at the end He told us that the book was given that we
might know.
1 John 5:13-15
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eter
nal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.
14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:
15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.
KJV
We need that bulldog confidence in God's protection just as Shadrack, Meshack and Abendego had, you can throw me i
nto that firey furnace O king, but we will not bow down to your gods, OUR God will save us even if He don't we still won't
bow down.
You all know the story there was a fourth man in the fire. Thank You Jesus.
I have many faults, but it is not buy my power, or by my might, but by it by my Spirit, saith the Lord.
If anyone is a child of God rejoice, if not, why not.
Mark 8:36-38
36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?
37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also s
hall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.
KJV
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Re: - posted by HomeFree89 (), on: 2007/9/3 10:28
I thought it was interesting how the ESV says 1 Pe. 4:7
"The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers."
Re: - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/9/3 11:19
THE FOLLY OF BEING UNPREPARED
"While they went to buy, the Bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with Him to the marriage: and the door
was shut." -- Mat_25:10.
THE FOOLISH virgins made five great mistakes.
(1)They made no provision for the continuance of their light. It is not enough merely to have the lamp; it must be lit and
maintained, because there is something for the fire to feed on. How many there are who are on fire and in earnest durin
g the first stage of their religious life, but they have made no provision for maintaining the flame which has been kindled
by the grace of God. They have lamps, but have neglected to take oil. The oil stands for fellowship with the Lord Jesus, f
or the grace of the Holy Spirit, for the daily study of the Bible, for the kindling communion of worship with fellow-Christian
s.
(2)They slept. There was a difference between the sleep of the foolish and that of the wise. There are two kinds of sleep.
The one arises from a sense of security and trust. Every preparation has been made; all has been done that could be do
ne, and we resign ourselves deliberately to the care of God. So Peter slept in the prison, before the angel came to delive
r him. But there is another kind of sleep. The sleep of the sentry, when the foe is stealing up the pass; of the pilot, when t
he ship is making for the serried teeth of the rocks; of the nurse, when the patient's life is quivering in the balance. These
foolish ones had no right to sleep, when they were so utterly unready to meet the Bridegroom. We must not take things f
or granted, or say "Peace, peace, when there is no peace!"
(3) They thought they could procure oil from the wise. But the appeal was in vain. Each must bear his own burden of res
ponsibility in the sight of God. We may "buy without money and without price," but each must appropriate the living grac
e and power of Jesus for himself.
(4)They thought they could get in; "Lord, Lord, open to us!" But the door was irrevocably closed! "How shall we escape, i
f we neglect so great salvation?"
(5)They thought that the Bridegroom would recognize them. But He said: "I know you not." Let each ask himself: "Does J
esus know me? Will he recognize me at last?" The only way to be sure, is to kneel at the foot of His Cross until He seals
us with the Holy Spirit, and says: "Fear not, for I have redeemed thee; I have called thee by thy name, thou art Mine."
PRAYER
O Lord, we pray that our lives may be lamps to which Thou shalt supply oil. Help us to be burning and shining lights for t
his dark world. AMEN.
F.B. Meyer
Re:, on: 2007/9/3 12:13
moe wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------"if it were possible"
I thank God that it is not possible.
-------------------------

Brother, I wish you were right, but that's the whole point, it IS possible, and it IS happening! There are tailor-made dece
ptions for individuals or groups of Christians - from the rigid Reformed Evangelical to the wilder shades of Charismatic a
nd everything in between.
I understand that many true German Christians were deceived by Hitler. And he was only a sort of experimental prototy
pe Antichrist. The ultimate Antichrist will be even more deceptive and subtle.
That is why the warning is sounding to all who will hear.
If you think you can't be deceived the chances are that you are already beginning to be.
I know, because of having been deceived through someone some years ago. I know because the Bible says it is possibl
e - our usual interpretation that it isn't is mistaken. The Greek implies that if there is ability, or "power" to be deceived th
en we will be!
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There is no need to be afraid of deception if we are walking day by day as close to the Lord as we know how and be willi
ng to accept His correction. Otherwise we are in danger...
Was it in Pilgrim's Progress that Christian encountered "the Flatterer"? That is one way to be deceived, if we listen to fla
ttery. Or if we seek our own things instead of His, if we have our own agenda, our own need to be recognised, appreciat
ed, valued; to be important, to be in control, to know something that few others know, to be part of the "inner circle", etc
etc...
Only the Lord can keep us on His straight path. Our Bible knowledge can't do it, the best of pastors and teahers can't do
it, our adherance to right doctrine can't do it, our seeking to be righteous can't do it, our spiritual gifts and understanding
can't do it.
Only HIMSELF, and our relationship with HIM will keep us in the storms that are comiing.
in Him
Jeannette
Re:, on: 2007/9/3 12:17
Quote:
------------------------pastorfrin wrote:
THE FOLLY OF BEING UNPREPARED
"While they went to buy, the Bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with Him to the marriage: and the door was shut." -- Mat_25:10.
THE FOOLISH virgins made five great mistakes.
(1)They made no provision for the continuance of their light. It is not enough merely to have the lamp; it must be lit and maintained, because there is s
omething for the fire to feed on. How many there are who are on fire and in earnest during the first stage of their religious life, but they have made no p
rovision for maintaining the flame which has been kindled by the grace of God. They have lamps, but have neglected to take oil. The oil stands for fello
wship with the Lord Jesus, for the grace of the Holy Spirit, for the daily study of the Bible, for the kindling communion of worship with fellow-Christians.
(2)They slept. There was a difference between the sleep of the foolish and that of the wise. There are two kinds of sleep. The one arises from a sense
of security and trust. Every preparation has been made; all has been done that could be done, and we resign ourselves deliberately to the care of God.
So Peter slept in the prison, before the angel came to deliver him. But there is another kind of sleep. The sleep of the sentry, when the foe is stealing u
p the pass; of the pilot, when the ship is making for the serried teeth of the rocks; of the nurse, when the patient's life is quivering in the balance. These
foolish ones had no right to sleep, when they were so utterly unready to meet the Bridegroom. We must not take things for granted, or say "Peace, pea
ce, when there is no peace!"
(3) They thought they could procure oil from the wise. But the appeal was in vain. Each must bear his own burden of responsibility in the sight of God.
We may "buy without money and without price," but each must appropriate the living grace and power of Jesus for himself.
(4)They thought they could get in; "Lord, Lord, open to us!" But the door was irrevocably closed! "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation
?"
(5)They thought that the Bridegroom would recognize them. But He said: "I know you not." Let each ask himself: "Does Jesus know me? Will he recog
nize me at last?" The only way to be sure, is to kneel at the foot of His Cross until He seals us with the Holy Spirit, and says: "Fear not, for I have rede
emed thee; I have called thee by thy name, thou art Mine."
PRAYER
O Lord, we pray that our lives may be lamps to which Thou shalt supply oil. Help us to be burning and shining lights for this dark world. AMEN.
F.B. Meyer
-------------------------

AMEN!
Thank you for that fresh and challenging insight on a familiar parable.
Jeannette
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Re:, on: 2007/9/3 13:25
moe wrote.
The mistake the 5 virgins made and the reason they had no oil, is the fact they had not done what was required of Lord,
that enabled them to see through the darkness. He is the light of the world. He that is in HIM will never walk in darkness.
His Word is a light unto our feet and a lamp unto our pathway. John 1:1 and John 1:14.
It appears in HIS WORD, that the oil is symbolic of the Holy Spirit. So yes, they could see not see the bridegroom, beca
use they had no oil.
Many believe in God today according to the polls, but they do not trust in Jesus and the cross. If they don't trust in HIM, t
hey would be foolish, right. His Word tells us that the preaching of the cross is foolishness to those that are perishing, bu
t to those that are saved, it is the power of God unto salvation.
Could it be that the be the ones that had oil were the ones that trusted in Jesus, who is the one, in whom the Holy Spirit
comes to us, to supply the oil. The ones that had no oil believed in God, but not HIS SON, don't you think.
When one makes both Jesus both Lord and Savior,we get the oil, the Holy Spirit living within us to guide them into all tru
th. That why it says, could deceive the elect "if it where possible".
If it were possible to deceive the elect, then he would not have given that statement to the Apostle to write under in inspir
ation of the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth.
The reason so many people are being deceived is, they don't have the Holy Spirit living within them, because they are n
ot saved. They have trusted Jesus and the cross.
They have a form of Godliness and deny the power thereof. They go away sad, as the rich young ruler, because they ha
ve great possessions.
They have no oil, as the five foolish virgins. They have no unction to get into the Word of God to see if the preacher is gi
ving the truth or not as the Word tells one to.
They have no unction to expose the devils lies, but only want to please men.They are more concerned about what God
can do for them than what He has already done us at the cross.
They got to much pride to climb a tree and see Jesus as Zacheuas did.
They have forgotten their first love and they don't want to go back and do the things they did at first, because if the thing
s the church of Ephesus did at first, it won't fit today's culture and they will be scorned by the wicked and won't be popula
r with the so-called brethren and the world.

They are not willing to put their Isaiac on the alter, because they don't think God will provide as He said He would.
They always gripe about the water even after God has brought them across the Red Sea and the Jordan River because
the water is bitter and they are too many giants and they forget about the quail and the manner in the desert they had to
eat.

They will sell the vineyards, that their Father gave them as an inheritance to Ahab and Jezebel, because they are afraid
to buck up against earthly power in Jesus name. But some will refuse to sell what is God's, as Naboth stood against Aha
b and Jezebel for Godly things. Just remember what happened to Ahab and Jezebel. Just as God's messenger said it w
ould.
They have a money price they can be bought at. Sometimes they can be bought for 30 pieces of silver. They will sell the
ir brother for 20 pieces of silver.
They let the Philistine woman entice them and lose their strength God gave them as Samson did.
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They are fearful of facing Goliath and are not confident that God will deliver to them exactly what is needed to defeat him
.
They have forgotten the about wisdom of Solomon that God gave him, being every under the sun means nothing and is
only vanity, vanity, vanity, but only a relationship with the Lord means anything and is the only thing that is eternal.
They have forgotten that God knows all, after they meet Jesus at the well for water, and that He is the only one, that can
give that living water for eternal life.
They have forgotten God is the given of every good and perfect gift and it comes from above and that giving back to Him
is an act of worship, a gift that every Christian has been given, When they donÂ’t give they quench the Spirit of Lord in t
he church.
They have forgotten to offer their bodies as a living sacrifice, Holy and pleasing to the Lord, for it is there reasonable ser
vice to the Lord.
I have been guilty of all the above in the past and ask God daily to help me overcome all of them, how about you?

Re: - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/9/3 14:43
Quote:
-------------------------I have been guilty of all the above in the past and ask God daily to help me overcome all of them, how about you?
-------------------------

Yes, Brother
The idea of all who profess Jesus Christ as Lord, have failed in one way or another is reason
not to say they, but we. We have failed, and we are subject to fail again if we begin to think we are something, and do no
t completely place our trust in Him.
1 Cor. 10:12
Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
Why do you think we were given this scripture?
2 Cor. 11:13-15
For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for
Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as t
he ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

Satan will fight someone who is doing damage to his kingdom with every trick he has.
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Our hope and our salvation is in Jesus Christ,
thus we must continuously look to Him for His keeping. As Paul told Timothy:
2 Tim. 3:15-4:5
And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through fai
th which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for corre
ction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appeari
ng and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap t
o themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto f
ables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.
I think you recognize that the time is here, to follow the advice of our Lord, to:
Matthew 26:41
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

In His Love
pastorfrin

Re: - posted by Logic, on: 2007/9/3 15:45
Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
moe wrote: "if it were possible"
I thank God that it is not possible.
-------------------------

I would also like to comment on this.
Tell me, if it is possilble in this verse:
Rom 12:18 If possible, as much as lies in you, live peaceably with all men.
Then, please, tell me why this is not possible:
Mark 13:22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall show signs and wonders, to seduce, if possible, ev
en the elect.
I tell you now, that we are still able to be decieved.

Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
If it were possible to deceive the elect, then he would not have given that statement to the Apostle to write under in inspiration of the Holy Spirit to guid
e us into all truth.
-------------------------

Quite the opposite.
If it were not possible to deceive the elect, then he would not have given that statement to the Apostle to write under in i
nspiration of the Holy Spirit because of the obsurdity of it happoning.
It would be like saying, "and they shall be giving signs and miracles to lead astray, if possible, even the watermelons".
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Re:, on: 2007/9/3 17:24
Logic wrote:
Tell me, if it is possible in this verse:
Rom 12:18 If possible, as much as lies in you, live peaceably with all men.
Then, please, tell me why this is not possible:
Mark 13:22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall show signs and wonders, to seduce, if possible,
even the elect.
I tell you now, that we are still able to be decieved.

moe wrote:
He tells us to be at peace with everyone, if possible Which should tell us, there will be times, when we can't be at peace
with everyone, as a christian. Our main objective is promoting HIM and protecting and guarding against evil, not pleasin
g men.
Even though we have some tribulation in the world today, if I might use a worldly term. We ain't seen nothing yet, like Re
velations is talking about. There will be some saved in the tribulation, whether this is to the Jews only I do not know, but i
t seems during the tribulation only those who don't regard their life more important than proclaiming the name of Jesus w
ill be saved and that could be the message at the present time, as well. The passages below is speaking of the wrath to
come upon the world spoken of in Revelations, after the tribulation as it says, I would think.

Mark 13:22-26
22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even
the elect.
23 But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things.
24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light,
25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.
26 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.
KJV

We have false prophets today and have always had them, after the fall of Adam and Eve in the garden. How do we disti
nguish between the prophet of God and the false. First and foremost, if requires HIS SPIRIT living within the one needin
g to distinguish? Actually the word distinguish is simular in meaning to discerment which only the Spirit of the Lord can gi
ve.
1 John 4:1-3
4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone
out into the world.
2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:
3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichri
st, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.
KJV
2Peter 2:1-3
2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily s
hall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.
3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long tim
e lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.
KJV
Note verse 3 and the last part. Do you see anyone objecting to HIS truth. Complaining about God's Word being spoken i
n public places. Don't feel they should speak of their faith from certain positions of authority of man. Try to be nuetral wh
en it comes to calling sin, sin. Twisting scripture and saying judge not, when speaking truth is NOT anywhere close to th
e true description of exactly how a judge carries out duties and the acts of his judgeship and actually being a Judge. Do
you see anyone not trying be politically correct as a priority, instead of standing for truth?

Page 11/46

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Coming as an Angel of Light

Yes, these things will take place and when you look at the whole council of God there are no counterdictions at all in HIS
WORD, but only confirmation. We might not know exactly how it will all take place, but rest assured, if He had His Apostl
es write that the elect could be deceived, that means they can't. Revelations has many events that are hard to understan
d as well about the antichrist and the false prophet. Revelations say, one will be blessed that reads the things contained
the book. Why, could it be because through Christ and HIS forgiveness, they have escaped all those things to come and
will also come back with Christ, when He comes in great power as King of Kings and Lord of Lords and every knee will b
ow and confess that HE is Lord.
Rev 20:6-11
6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall b
e priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,
8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them tog
ether to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.
9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and
fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.
10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet
are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and ther
e was found no place for them.
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened,
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to thei
r works.
KJV

I thank HIM for all things, but one thing we need to thank HIM for is, it is not required of man or woman, to be a theologia
n to be saved, only childlike faith in Jesus Christ, who took our sins upon HIM, for all that whosoever will. He did not com
e into the world to comdemn it but through HIM that they might be saved.
Rom 10:17-18
17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. 18 But I
ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did:
"Their voice has gone out into all the earth,
their words to the ends of the world."

What is faith?
Heb 11:1-7
11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.
3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not
made of things which do appear.
4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteou
s, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.
5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for b
efore his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.
6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewar
der of them that diligently seek him.
7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his ho
use; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.
KJV
How can they hear?
Rom 10:14-16
14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they hav
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e not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?
15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the go
spel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!
16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?
KJV

Re:, on: 2007/9/3 17:34
Quote:
------------------------pastorfrin wrote:
Satan will fight someone who is doing damage to his kingdom with every trick he has.
Our hope and our salvation is in Jesus Christ,
thus we must continuously look to Him for His keeping. As Paul told Timothy:
2 Tim. 3:15-4:5
And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach t
he word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not end
ure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the t
ruth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.
I think you recognize that the time is here, to follow the advice of our Lord, to:
Matthew 26:41
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

In His Love
pastorfrin
-------------------------

Satan will fight someone who is doing damage to his kingdom with every trick he has.
moe wrote:
How well I know!!!!
Re: - posted by Logic, on: 2007/9/3 19:52
Quote:
-------------------------moe wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------Logic wrote:
Tell me, if it is possible in this verse:
Rom 12:18 If possible, as much as lies in you, live peaceably with all men.
Then, please, tell me why this is not possible:
Mark 13:22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall show signs and wonders, to seduce, if possible, even the elect.
I tell you now, that we are still able to be decieved.
------------------------He tells us to be at peace with everyone, if possible Which should tell us, there will be times, when we can't be at peace with everyone, as a christian.
Our main objective is promoting HIM and protecting and guarding against evil, not pleasing men.
-------------------------

However, even by your own admittance, there is an possibility to live peaceably with all men, even thought, not at all tim
es.
If there wasn't a possibility to live peaceably with all men, the Apostle would not have told us to to it.
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Therefore, it is posible to deceive the elect because of the of the warning in two Gosples.
Even as common sense has it, there is no reason to be warning of an impossibility?
It is like the Holy Spirit sayng to you, the Christian, be warned; they well be attempting to deceive you.
The sad thing is the unequiped saint, who are not fully armed with the whole armor of God, that he may be able to withst
and in the evil day(Eph 6:13).
Re:, on: 2007/9/4 0:54
I have a post on here somewhere that gives references on where Paul and Peter had differences of opinions at times as
well as others. As for the Word of God is written to both the saved and the unsaved. There were times Paul was
addressing the saved, there were times he was addressing the lost and at time both the saved and the lost. To the
saved God's Word is it is manna and direction for our lives. To the lost it doesn't mean much and they are without
understanding until they are convicted of their sins and by faith accept Jesus and trust HIM as both Lord and Savior are t
hen they are sealed with HIS SPIRIT and HIS WORD is a lamp unto their feet and a light unto their pathway. Does it me
an you automatically become theological scholar, no, but you will know them by their fruits. Too many scriptures tell us t
his truth. Paul is talking to the mainly lost people about being deceived and also to the saved (the church)not neglect inst
uction of the Word, but to grow in the knowledge of who HE is. There are also people who will be here in the tribulation a
fter the rapture of the church, which all are lost and will continue to be lost until they refuse to bow down to the antichrist
and take death for proclaiming JESUS NAME. His church will be gone during the tribulation and With HIM in heaven.
Evidently you see these two scriptures are in the same light and I definaltely don't see it that way. I can't dispute you fac
e to face as Paul did Peter, but I do the closest thing to it that I can.

moe_mac wrote
would deceive the elect, If it were possible
and live at peace, if it is possible.

To me there is a world of difference in the two.

Matt 24:24
24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it w
ere possible, they shall deceive the very elect.
KJV
Rom 12:18
18If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.
KJV
Look at good the passages again and tell me this is the same instance and meaning in both passages.:roll:
Re: - posted by Logic, on: 2007/9/4 9:39
moe_mac wrote:
Quote:
------------------------Evidently you see these two scriptures are in the same light and I definaltely don't see it that way. I can't dispute you face to face as Paul did Peter, but
I do the closest thing to it that I can.

moe_mac wrote
would deceive the elect, If it were possible
and live at peace, if it is possible.

To me there is a world of difference in the two.

Page 14/46

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Coming as an Angel of Light

Matt 24:24
24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceiv
e the very elect.
KJV
Rom 12:18
18If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.
KJV
Look at good the passages again and tell me this is the same instance and meaning in both passages.:roll:
-------------------------

Rom 12:18 If possible
&#949;&#953; &#948;&#965;&#957;&#945;&#964;&#959;&#769;&#957;
Adjective nominative Singular neuter
Mat 24:24 if possible,
&#949;&#953; &#948;&#965;&#957;&#945;&#964;&#959;&#769;&#957;
Adjective nominative Singular neuter
Looks the same to me.
Those diferences are not there in the Greek, they are both "if possible"
Neither of them realy have "is" or "were".
I also looked at other passages that have "if possible"(&#949;&#953; &#948;&#965;&#957;&#945;&#964;&#959;&#769;
&#957;); and they all have an uncirtanty to them. Act 20:16, Act 27:39, Gal 4:15.
Therefore, we or anyone can not be for cirtain that it can or can not happen.
Only asume that it can so that we may be ready and on guard!

Re:, on: 2007/9/4 10:50
if it be possible.
NT:1415
dunatos (doo-nat-os'); from NT:1410; powerful or capable (literally or figuratively); neuter possible:
KJV - able, could, (that is) mighty (man), possible, power, strong.
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright
(c) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)
if
NT:1487
ei (i); a primary particle of conditionality; if, whether, that, etc.:
KJV - forasmuch as, if, that, () though, whether. Often used in connection or composition with other particles, especially
as in NT:1489, NT:1490, NT:1499, NT:1508, NT:1509, NT:1512, NT:1513, NT:1536, NT:1537. See also NT:1437.
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c
) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)
if it were possible.
if it be possible.
I think the variation comes on the the (were) and the (be) in which there is no greek reference.
when you check out the if and were you get this.
NT:9999
NOTE: inserted word (x); This word was added by the translators for better readability in the English. There is no actual
word in the Greek text. The word may be displayed in italics, or in parentheses or other brackets, to indicate that it is not
in the original text.
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c
) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)
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I'm taking the whole Bible and looking at the whole picture, not just that one particular verse, which lines up with the rest
of the Bible, such as.
Eph 1:13
13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,
KJV
Rom 8:38-39
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor thin
gs to come,
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jes
us our Lord.
KJV

2 Tim 1:12
12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.
KJV
John 10:29
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.
KJV

My faith is in HIM, not me.
Now if you want to give equal power to the devil, then I guess a christian could be concerned.
but Jesus said:
1 John 2:12-14
12 I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name. 13 I write to you, fathers,
because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the evi
l one. I write to you, dear children, because you have known the Father. 14 I write to you, fathers, because you have kno
wn him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.
John 16:33
33 "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I
have overcome the world."
Luke 12:31-34
31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.
32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth no
t, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.
34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
KJV
Now how would we fear not as Jesus said, if there was a danger we could be deceived?
Not by our power, or our might, but by my Spirit saith the Lord.
1 John 2:19-20
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19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with u
s: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.
20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.
KJV
Jer 24:6-7
6 For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them again to this land: and I will build them, and not pull t
hem down; and I will plant them, and not pluck them up.
7 And I will give them an heart to know me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: for
they shall return unto me with their whole heart.
KJV

Re:, on: 2007/9/4 11:14
2 Thessalonians 2:9 (NIV)
The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles,
signs and wonders, 10and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused
to love the truth and so be saved. 11For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie
12and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.
Those who perish will do so because they refuse to the love the truth. One example is the prosperity Gospel, believers r
efuse to love the truth that they should sell their possessions and give to the poor, and so are handed over to strong del
usion that allows them to sit under false teachers such as Joel Osteen and Joyce Meyer. These people think they are bl
essed by God and saved by Jesus, but they are under strong delusion and Gods wrath abides on them.
Anytime we are convicted in our heart by the Holy Spirit and the word of God and we don't obey we start to set ourselve
s up for strong delusion. May you hate your life and love the truth at all cost!
In Christ - Jim

Re: - posted by Logic, on: 2007/9/4 11:56
Bro. moe_mac:
Jesus Told His own desiples Mat 24:4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.
Now, if it were never even conceivably posible, why in the world would Jesus tell the future Appostles to take heed that n
o man deceive them?
In addition, the Holy Spirit speaks expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to sed
ucing spirits, and doctrines of devils(1Tim 4:1)

Quote:
-------------------------Now how would we fear not as Jesus said, if there was a danger we could be deceived?
-------------------------

Not to fear, but be aware or take head!!!
Be concerned that there is a devil out there more inteliget and crafty than we are who has been using the same tactics f
or mellenia.
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Re:, on: 2007/9/4 13:09
Quote:
------------------------Logic wrote:
Bro. moe_mac:
Jesus Told His own desiples Mat 24:4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.
Now, if it were never even conceivably posible, why in the world would Jesus tell the future Appostles to take heed that no man deceive them?
In addition, the Holy Spirit speaks expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils(1Tim 4:1)

Quote:
-------------------------Now how would we fear not as Jesus said, if there was a danger we could be deceived?
------------------------Not to fear, but be aware or take head!!!
Be concerned that there is a devil out there more inteliget and crafty than we are who has been using the same tactics for mellenia.
-------------------------

When you look at when Jesus told them that, it was before they received the power from on high in the upper room. Bef
ore the day of Pentecost. Who gets the spirit now? Whosoever will make HIM Lord and the promise was for them and th
eir children and their children and those far off ( that's us) and as many as God will call.
There are many departing from the faith now. Were they even sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise at their new Spiritua
l birth and became a new creation is the question.
Does that mean the devil is gone, no,
Amen, on the devil out there going about as a roaring Lion seeking whom he may devour. He may be more intelligent an
d craftier than we are, but we have an advocate with the Father and we need to be prayful and dependant upon HIM dail
y for that protection against the evil one. Without HIM (Jesus) we are nothing. It is in HIM and through HIM that everythin
g finds it's purpose. If we boast about anything, let us boast about HIM. God Bless Logic and I enjoyed the exchange.
In HIM and through HIM we are more than conquerors through HIM who loves us..
Rom 8:35-36
Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:
"For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
Re:, on: 2007/9/4 13:24
Moe said:
Quote:
-------------------------There are many departing from the faith now. Were they even sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise at their new Spiritual birth and
became a new creation is the question.
-------------------------

And the answer is that some were, yes. You can't depart from something you were never "in", or "part of" in the first pla
ce.
It is very dangerous to assume that it is impossible to be deceived. This view is itself a deception.
I speak from both Scripture and personal experience.
It is also true that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.
, add:
That is one of the many paradoxes of Scripture, and (by the way) one of the reasons I believe that predestination and fre
e will are both true.
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Jeannette

Re:, on: 2007/9/4 13:44
Quote:
------------------------LittleGift wrote:
Moe said:
Quote:
-------------------------There are many departing from the faith now. Were they even sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise at their new Spiritual birth and
became a new creation is the question.
------------------------And the answer is that some were, yes. You can't depart from something you were never "in", or "part of" in the first place.
It is very dangerous to assume that it is impossible to be deceived. This view is itself a deception.
I speak from both Scripture and personal experience.
It is also true that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.
, add:
That is one of the many paradoxes of Scripture, and (by the way) one of the reasons I believe that predestination and free will are both true.

Jeannette
-------------------------

moe replied:
If you will read my post real close, no where did I say no person not be deceived. Is this what you wanted to read and inf
er or what? I think much of the departing of faith that we think takes place in believers, is they was never there with HIM
as Lord to depart from the faith in HIM, because they never had any faith in HIM to start with. It shows by their works or
no works. Not to be saved by works but unto good works.

1 John 2:19-20
19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with u
s: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.
20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.
KJV
Again my faith is not in me but HIM
Jesus King of Kings
Lord of Lords :-D
Re: - posted by Logic, on: 2007/9/4 14:37
Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
When you look at when Jesus told them that, it was before they received the power from on high in the upper room. Before the day of Pentecost.
-------------------------

That is not the point. Jesus knew that they would received the power from on high, however HE still warned the about be
ing decived after the fact.

Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
There are many departing from the faith now. Were they even sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise at their new Spiritual birth and became a new crea
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tion is the question.
-------------------------

If one is in the faith, one would have HIS Seal.

Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
He may be more intelligent and craftier than we are, but we have an advocate with the Father and we need to be prayful and dependant upon HIM dail
y for that protection against the evil one.
-------------------------

Having an advocate with the Father is about sinning(1John 2:1)
And bing prayerful is good, however:
2Corinth 11:13-15 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.
:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
:15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall
be according to their works.
These "false apostles, deceitful workers" are loved by the church.
Benny Hinn, Kenneth Coppland, The whole TBN crowd.
If christians can not recognise the devils ministers which are transformed as the ministers of righteousness How then ar
e the not going to be decived?
I have seen many real christians fall for the "laughing revival" also the brownsvill "revival", the "Toronto blessing"...ect...
All these who fell into these herasies were saying, "I trust god not to lead me into error". All the while they were being de
ceived into error and this is what you are saying.
Why do you think that my pastor wrote two books abouth these things?
"Weighed and Found Wanting"
by Pastor Bill Randles
&
"Beware the New Prophets"
A Caution Concerning the Modern Prophetic Movement
by Pastor Bill Randles
Why do you think that Paul told the Corinthian Chruch us (or us) about these " false apostles, deceitful workers"?
Paul warned them because they were accepting them into their Church and being decieved by them. They were Christia
ns who have the Holy Spirit in the Corinthian Church that Pauld was writing to.
In addition to the Corinthian Church, take the Galatians for an example:
Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you...
Galatians 4:11 I am afraid for you...
Galatians 4:20...I stand in doubt of you.
They were decive to go back into bondage of the law.
Do not be presumptuous or over confident, because if one does not think he can be deceived is deveived allready.
Re:, on: 2007/9/4 15:53
2 Cor. 11:13-15
For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for S
atan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works.
Brother Frin, Crrschk, LoveHim, LittleGift, Etc., thank you for your posts here.
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These of verse 15 have always been around but are now increasingly so and extremely subtle and convincing, since Pa
ul said - Acts 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flo
ck.
And Jesus warns us Mat 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ra
vening wolves.
Just read an excellent Sermon posted by Sermon Index that would increase our discernment here - http://www.sermonin
dex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=12793&post_id=151030&order=0&viewmode=flat&pid=99118&forum=3
4
Thank you all.
Re:, on: 2007/9/4 16:59
Quote:
-------------------------edit: somebody wrote:
These "false apostles, deceitful workers" are loved by the church.
Benny Hinn, Kenneth Coppland, The whole TBN crowd.
If christians can not recognise the devils ministers which are transformed as the ministers of righteousness How then are the not going to be decived?
-------------------------

moe wrote:
God's people through HIS Spirit living within them will get discernment on exactly who the false prophets are. Do we thin
k we need to name them or do we only need to speak the truth and if the truth as it is lines us against someone else or
with them, then so be it.
Don't you think God has the power to take care of false prophets in HIS time table? I think He does. I also think He know
s how and has the power to take care of those who speak against HIS true prophets. I remember what happened to Aha
b and Jezebel. Knowing this, I can see how being very careful make the right call would be important, if they did indeed
make a call. What do you think?
I believe this subject, is one of the things the Bible refers to, when it speaks of fearing God. I don't know, I would like to b
elieve God might look over a little ignorance, but anything else I would be very fearful of.

Re:, on: 2007/9/4 17:11
someone copied and pasted:
2 Corinth 11:13-15 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.

moe wrote:
An Apostle is one that writes God's Word under the direction of the Holy Spirit. That's why it says this.
Rev 22:18-19
If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:
19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the b
ook of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
KJV
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Re:, on: 2007/9/4 17:57
Quote:
------------------------moe_mac wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------These "false apostles, deceitful workers" are loved by the church.
Benny Hinn, Kenneth Coppland, The whole TBN crowd.
If christians can not recognise the devils ministers which are transformed as the ministers of righteousness How then are they not going to be decived
?
-------------------------

moe wrote:
God's people through HIS Spirit living within them will get discernment on exactly who the false prophets are. Do we think we need to name them or do
we only need to speak the truth and if the truth as it is lines us against someone else or with them, then so be it.
Don't you think God has the power to take care of false prophets in HIS time table? I think He does. I also think He knows how and has the power to ta
ke care of those who speak against HIS true prophets. I remember what happened to Ahab and Jezebel. Knowing this, I can see how being very caref
ul make the right call would be important, if they did indeed make a call. What do you think?
I believe this subject, is one of the things the Bible refers to, when it speaks of fearing God. I don't know, I would like to believe God might look over a li
ttle ignorance, but anything else I would be very fearful of.
-------------------------

What comes to mind is that, when Israel entered Caanan, they were commanded to utterly destroy the enemies there.
But they didn't finish the job. so in the end the Lord left many of the Caananites there to test His people, if they would ob
ey Him or not.
Re mistakes, even Joshua was taken in by the Gibeonites, because he didn't check them out with the Lord first!
OT examples and types are useful as they often give a clearer illustration of certain spiritual principles.
Yes, the "elect" can be decieved, but the Lord will use it for good - if only to teach us a much needed lesson - IF our hea
rts are truly towards Him.
Blessings
Jeannette
Re:, on: 2007/9/4 19:26
Quote:
-------------------------somebody wrote this not moe:These "false apostles, deceitful workers" are loved by the church.
Benny Hinn, Kenneth Coppland, The whole TBN crowd.
If christians can not recognise the devils ministers which are transformed as the ministers of righteousness How then
-------------------------

moe wrote this:
God's people through HIS Spirit living within them will get discernment on exactly who the false prophets are. Do we thin
k we need to name them or do we only need to speak the truth and if the truth as it is lines us against someone else or
with them, then so be it.
Don't you think God has the power to take care of false prophets in HIS time table? I think He does. I also think He know
s how and has the power to take care of those who speak against HIS true prophets. I remember what happened to Aha
b and Jezebel. Knowing this, I can see how being very careful make the right call would be important, if they did indeed
make a call. What do you think?
I believe this subject, is one of the things the Bible refers to, when it speaks of fearing God. I don't know, I would like to b
elieve God might look over a little ignorance, but anything else I would be very fearful of.
Be careful to get you quotes in the right place Littlegift. I can't believe you made this mistake after gaving me instructions
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on how to successfully do the underlining, make bold letters and colorings with the html and the instructions you gave w
ere muchly appreciated. I helps to make the post more organized:-?
Re:, on: 2007/9/4 19:40
Quote:
------------------------Logic wrote:
When you look at when Jesus told them that, it was before they received the power from on high in the upper room. Before the day of Pentecost.
-------------------------

That is not the point. Jesus knew that they would received the power from on high, however HE still warned the about be
ing decived after the fact.
Having an advocate with the Father is about sinning(1John 2:1)
And bing prayerful is good, however:
2Corinth 11:13-15 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.
:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
:15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall
be according to their works.
These "false apostles, deceitful workers" are loved by the church.
Benny Hinn, Kenneth Coppland, The whole TBN crowd.
If christians can not recognise the devils ministers which are transformed as the ministers of righteousness How then ar
e the not going to be decived?
I have seen many real christians fall for the "laughing revival" also the brownsvill "revival", the "Toronto blessing"...ect...
All these who fell into these herasies were saying, "I trust god not to lead me into error". All the while they were being de
ceived into error and this is what you are saying.
Why do you think that my pastor wrote two books abouth these things?
"Weighed and Found Wanting"
by Pastor Bill Randles
&
"Beware the New Prophets"
A Caution Concerning the Modern Prophetic Movement
by Pastor Bill Randles
Why do you think that Paul told the Corinthian Chruch us (or us) about these " false apostles, deceitful workers"?
Paul warned them because they were accepting them into their Church and being decieved by them. They were Christia
ns who have the Holy Spirit in the Corinthian Church that Pauld was writing to.
In addition to the Corinthian Church, take the Galatians for an example:
Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you...
Galatians 4:11 I am afraid for you...
Galatians 4:20...I stand in doubt of you.
They were decive to go back into bondage of the law.
Do not be presumptuous or over confident, because if one does not think he can be deceived is deveived allready.

moe wrote: If you will notice Logic wrote that about the false prophets. Not
moe
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Re:, on: 2007/9/4 19:54
Quote:
------------------------LittleGift wrote:
But they didn't finish the job. so in the end the Lord left many of the Caananites there to test His people, if they would obey Him or not.
Re mistakes, even Joshua was taken in by the Gibeonites, because he didn't check them out with the Lord first!
OT examples and types are useful as they often give a clearer illustration of certain spiritual principles.
Yes, the "elect" can be decieved, but the Lord will use it for good - if only to teach us a much needed lesson - IF our hearts are truly towards Him.
Blessings
Jeannette
-------------------------

moe_ wrote:
So what are you saying that we use the Old Testament scripture and the pictures they paint for us and when it is conven
ient for our theology and then the rest of the time we claim the new covenant and ignore all of it? I am not implying that y
ou are saying that we are to do that. Just making a point that I often see some do in others do in thier posts. Yes, if it we
re not for OUR BLESSED HOPE (Jesus) we would all be in trouble and headed for judgement, but all scripture is God br
eathed and is useful for what?
Re: - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/9/4 19:59
Quote:
-------------------------An Apostle is one that writes God's Word under the direction of the Holy Spirit. That's why it says this.
-------------------------

Ah, might want to check your definition, moe.
Greek: apostolos (GSN-652), a delegate, one sent with full power of attorney to act in the place of another, the sender r
emaining behind to back up the one sent. In the case of Christians it means God sends them to do what He, Himself wo
uld do if He went. It is found 81 times and translated apostle 78 times; messenger twice (2 Cor. 8:23; Phil 2:25); and on
ce he that is sent (John 13:16).

&#8233;Twenty-four Apostles Recorded:&#8233;1. Simon Peter and his brotherÂ—&#8233;2. Andrew (Matthew 10:2)&
#8233;3. James, son of Zebedee and&#8233;4. John his brother (Matthew 10:2)&#8233;5. Philip and his brotherÂ—&#8
233;6. Bartholomew (Matthew 10:3)&#8233;7. James, son of Alphaeus and&#8233;8. Judas his brother (Luke 6:16) and
&#8233;9. Matthew, son of Alphaeus, perhaps brother of James and Judas (Mark 2:14; Luke 6:15)&#8233;10. Thomas (
Matthew 10:3)&#8233;11. Simon Zelotes, brother of James and Judas, according to tradition (Luke 6:15)&#8233;12. Jud
as Iscariot (Matthew 10:4)&#8233;13. Matthias (Acts 1:26)&#8233;14. Barnabas (1 Cor. 9:5-6; Acts 13:1-3; Acts 14:4,14
; Galatians 2:9)&#8233;15. Andronicus (Romans 16:7)&#8233;16. Junia (Romans 16:7)&#8233;17. Apollos (1 Cor. 4:69)&#8233;18. James, the Lord's brother (Galatians 1:19; Galatians 2:6; James 1:1)&#8233;19. Silas (1 Thes. 1:1; 1 The
s. 2:6)&#8233;20. Timothy (1 Thes. 1:1; 1 Thes. 2:6)&#8233;21. Titus (2 Cor. 8:23)&#8233;22. Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:25)
&#8233;23. Paul (Galatians 1:1; Galatians 2:8)&#8233;24. Jesus Christ (Hebrews 3:1)&#8233;For lists of the twelve apo
stles see Matthew 10:2-4; Mark 3:16-19; Luke 6:14-16; Acts 1:13,26. Their commission, duties, and power (Matthew 10;
Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 3:14-15; Mark 6:7-13; Mark 16:15-20; Luke 9:1-5; Luke 24:47-53; John 20:22-23; John 21:15-1
9; Acts 1:4-8).&#8233;
You can add to or take away from God's Word, not only by what one writes, but what one proclaims as truth. Those who
preach or teach for gain, changing the Word of God to attract and please the crowd.
2 Tim. 4:1-5
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I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearin
g and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap t
o themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto f
ables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

Titus 1:10-11
For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must be
stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake.

Anyone can add to or take away from His Word.
In His Love
pastorfrin

Re: - posted by Logic, on: 2007/9/4 20:09
Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
God's people through HIS Spirit living within them will get discernment on exactly who the false prophets are.
-------------------------

That is a down right lie, tell me why so many Christians are fooled by the TBN crowd.
Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
Do we think we need to name them?
-------------------------

Yes, to warn the Christians that do not have the discernment enough to stay away from them.
The Philippines are pray for Benny Hinn and Morris Cirillo and the like.
My wife, before we were married, loved Benny Hinn and Morris Cirillo.
I told her the names of the false prophets and she listened to me, thank God.
Now she knows who to stay away from, and since she has been away from those devils masquerading as ministers of ri
ghteousness, she has grown in maturity and gained the discernment to spot others who preach "another gospel".
Those who are just saved do not have the discernment to stay away from the enemyÂ’s agents, and when they follow th
em, those false prophets stunt their growth in maturity.
Her friend used to "holy vomit" and roll on the ground convulsing, saying that was the Holy Spirit.
She was a new Christian, as my wife was, with no one telling her that was wrong, Tell me why God wasn't giving her or
my wife discernment on exactly who the false prophets were?
Re:, on: 2007/9/4 20:26
Quote:
------------------------Logic wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
God's people through HIS Spirit living within them will get discernment on exactly who the false prophets are.
------------------------That is a down right lie, tell me why so many Christians are fooled by the TBN crowd.
Quote:
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-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
Do we think we need to name them?
------------------------Yes, to warn the Christians that do not have the discernment enough to stay away from them.
The Philippines are pray for Benny Hinn and Morris Cirillo and the like.
My wife, before we were married, loved Benny Hinn and Morris Cirillo.
I told her the names of the false prophets and she listened to me, thank God.
Now she knows who to stay away from, and since she has been away from those devils masquerading as ministers of righteousness, she has grown i
n maturity and gained the discernment to spot others who preach "another gospel".
Those who are just saved do not have the discernment to stay away from the enemyÂ’s agents, and when they follow them, those false prophets stunt
their growth in maturity.
Her friend used to "holy vomit" and roll on the ground convulsing, saying that was the Holy Spirit.
She was a new Christian, as my wife was, with no one telling her that was wrong, Tell me why God wasn't giving her or my wife discernment on exactl
y who the false prophets were?
-------------------------

moe_mac wrote:
I'm not going to get into the named above. False or not. But let me ask you this. Have you ever listened to a sermon by
Pastor Jeff Shreve of www.fromhisheart.com that is on TBN weekly? if not, how can you say that? If you have heard him
preach, would you say you thought his preaching was false preaching? He is on TBN every Sunday.
Back to you!!

Re: - posted by Logic, on: 2007/9/4 21:55
Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
I'm not going to get into the named above. False or not. But let me ask you this. Have you ever listened to a sermon by Pastor Jeff Shreve of www.fro
mhisheart.com that is on TBN weekly? if not, how can you say that? If you have heard him preach, would you say you thought his preaching was false
preaching? He is on TBN every Sunday.
Back to you!!
-------------------------

I will agree that there are very few good guy's that air on TBN like "The Way of the Master"
However, I would stay way from the TBN station because the mixture of truth and error is so subtle.
You still havent answered my questions:
tell me why so many Christians are fooled by the TBN crowd.
&
Tell me why God wasn't giving her or my wife discernment on exactly who the false prophets were?
These questions are from your comment, "God's people through HIS Spirit living within them will get discernment on exa
ctly who the false prophets are."
Re:, on: 2007/9/4 21:58
moe_mac wrote:
An Apostle is one that writes God's Word under the direction of the Holy Spirit. That's why it says this.
and I backed the statement up with God's Word. Do you believe one today has such a gift as an Apostle has and has th
e authority to add and take away from God's Word? But in your answer it did not appear I did.
Rev 22:19
19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the b
ook of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
KJV
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moe_wrote:
Logic I don't know whether it is a deliberate thing or not the way you are mixing what you wrote and what I wrote is very
confusing to all the readers and deceiving I think at the least. If one really looked hard back at all my post and your post,
one would not have any trouble seeing who wrote what, but people usually don't do that.
So have a good one.
I wonder if anyone has ever been ran off SI or silence with such tactics as mixing up the post, and if so, what would be t
he motive and what would you think about the one that ran them off or tried to silence them? Do you know if anyone this
ever has ever happened to?
Later much later

Re: - posted by Nile (), on: 2007/9/5 7:48
Quote:
-------------------------You still havent answered my questions:
tell me why so many Christians are fooled by the TBN crowd.
&
Tell me why God wasn't giving her or my wife discernment on exactly who the false prophets were?
-------------------------

Good questions Logic.
Re:, on: 2007/9/5 8:29
Quote:
------------------------Nile wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------You still havent answered my questions:
tell me why so many Christians are fooled by the TBN crowd.
&
Tell me why God wasn't giving her or my wife discernment on exactly who the false prophets were?
-------------------------

Good questions Logic.
-------------------------

moe wrote: I don't know about your wife. You ought to know more about her than anyone does. Why ask me? ALL I kno
w is the scripture gives us all instructions on marriage and tells the believer to make sure to marry another believer I wou
ld say that was the best appropriate answer I could give to your question and was it Nile's question???:roll: If the blind le
ad the blind they both fall in the ditch right. The great thing about is often he has mercy on us and saved them or us eve
n after we are disobedient in HIS instructions. Grace and mercy He has much of that.
Re: Coming as an Angel of Light - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2007/9/5 8:38
Pastor,
I have been thinking about the 'Angel of Light' concept a lot in recent months. While the text suggests a huge
manifestation of this deception, I ponder it on the level of where I live in my rural, farming community. The only contact
one has here of the 'big fellows' is via the media and if your exposure to that is limited or nonexistant, the question
comes: who is that? In this sense all I know about these 'big guys' is what I have read. Never saw them on tv or read
any of their lit.
On the personal level. The people we meet. After all, did these 'big guys' not start out small somewhere and got 'big' with
the support from people at the grassroots level? (If I am wrong, let me know - on the other hand IF I am wrong, someone
surely on SI will let YOU know that! :-P ) Now, when I see deception on the personal level in my community, what is my
reaction?
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I have witnessed deception on the personal level. They are knowledgeable about the Scriptures, know the 'talk' and can
sway people to their way of thinking easily. If all you do is listen when their public persona is on parade, one can be
easily persuaded - unless you listen with your spirit. Red flags crop up. No logial reasons perhaps except that something
does not seem right. So if you listen, it will become apparent - eventually - what it is. Then you have a few options: walk
away, confront and then warn others. The latter will not go very far in helping you to to win friends and influence people.
What is the telltale evidence of their deception? In the ones I have seen it is the sin of Anger and all its different forms: m
alice, evil imaginations, wrath, coveteousness, etc. Confront them and you will evoke anger...you cannot reason with the
m. You speak softly and it will make no difference. It seems as though when they see you are not marching in their para
de, it angers them so that no matter what you say, they will get all fired up.
Wonder what would have happened to 'the big boys' if people would have used discernment at the beginning of their mi
nistry? As I understand the warnings, it is talking about a situation in which deception has gone to seed. The challenge t
o me - where I live - is to stop it at the grass roots level lest it grow and engulf others....
BTW, has anyone ever seen a famoous false teacher repent? I have not, but then maybe I am ignorant of it.
Thanks for the post, Pastor.
ginnyrose
Re: - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/9/5 19:29
Hi ginnyrose,
You are most welcome.
You have hit on a point that is very important and I would say is where most deception occurs; right where we live and
fellowship. I think there was a time and maybe in small churches this can still be and should be addressed.
There is a problem though in the large churches and the big ministries where false doctrine is spreading like wildfire. In
the large situations anyone who speaks against the teachings of these ministries, immediately become enemies who are
branded as fighting against the work of GodÂ’s anointed. We are protected in a sense by being small and not being
subjected to so much of this; still, we must continue to be on guard for what may and will try to creep in.
When I preach or teach, I insist that those in attendance follow along in the Word and if they have a question, to ask and
thus a teaching may take place in which dispels many misunderstandings and heads off many problems before they
have a chance to get rolling.
Imagine raising your hand to ask a question in a large assembly.
What we must remember, is the enemy will use anyone who is willing, and many times unknowing that they are his tool.
Jesus said Â“it is writtenÂ” and if we do not know Jesus Christ, and have buried deep in our hearts, His Word, we will be
deceived.
Why do people follow false doctrine and those who teach it? Is it not because it sounds good and promises so much for
so little. This is why the masses follow it and why Jesus so clearly stated:
Matthew 7:13-14
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be
which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find
it.
Luke 13:24
Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.
Matthew 7:21
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my F
ather which is in heaven.
Those who follow the masses, who long and strive to be in the crowd, will find on that day the truth was in His Word and
it was ignored to be accepted into the crowd; thus these chilling words will be heard:
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Matthew 7:22-23
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devil
s? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me,
ye that work iniquity.
Many today, seem to have a hard time getting their minds around, strait, narrow, and few;
Instead they choose to follow, wide, broad, and many. These seem to be the key words for deception.
In His Love
pastorfrin

Re: - posted by Logic, on: 2007/9/5 20:36
Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
moe wrote: I don't know about your wife. You ought to know more about her than anyone does. Why ask me?
-------------------------

My point was that she was a christian being deceived by those false prophets.
How was it that she was deceived while being a christain when you say that christians can not be.
Quote:
-------------------------ALL I know is the scripture gives us all instructions on marriage and tells the believer to make sure to marry another believer I would
say that was the best appropriate answer I could
-------------------------

Quit being so aragant. She was a christian(believer) befor she married me.
She even prayed for a christian husband.
If a Christians stay under the teaching of those false prophets, he would eventualy fall into some damnable herasy and n
o longer proclaim the true Gosple.
Re:, on: 2007/9/6 8:26
Quote:
------------------------Logic wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
moe wrote: I don't know about your wife. You ought to know more about her than anyone does. Why ask me?
------------------------My point was that she was a christian being deceived by those false prophets.
How was it that she was deceived while being a christain when you say that christians can not be.
Quote:
-------------------------ALL I know is the scripture gives us all instructions on marriage and tells the believer to make sure to marry another believer I would
say that was the best appropriate answer I could
------------------------Quit being so aragant.
She was a christian(believer) befor she married me.
She even prayed for a christian husband.
If a Christians stay under the teaching of those false prophets, he would eventualy fall into some damnable herasy and no longer proclaim the true Go
sple.
-------------------------

moe wrote:
I guess I'll have to change my arogance from what I said in my post on this subject:
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Without HIM (Jesus) we are nothing. It is in HIM and through HIM that everything finds it's purpose. If we boast about an
ything, let us boast about HIM.
If you feel I'm arogant the only thing I know I can do is to change my arogance to please you is change my thought, so h
ere it is.
Without HIM (Jesus) we are nothing. It is in HIM and through HIM that everything finds it's purpose. If we boast about an
ything, let us boast about HIM.

Re: - posted by Logic, on: 2007/9/6 8:59
Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
I guess I'll have to change my arogance from what I said in my post on this subject:
-------------------------

Do you know why I thought you were aragont?
It is because a person was't a christian just because she was decieved by the false prophets.
Then you had the gall to think that I'de marry a non-christian.
Iv'e never heard of non-christians following anyone religious even a false prophet, why do you think that the un-saved w
ould be deieved by a false prophet?
Every one at Benny Hinn confrence would be a confessed christian, one can not say they none of them are true chritian
s, that would be greatly presumsous.
Re:, on: 2007/9/6 11:54
Quote:
------------------------Logic wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
I guess I'll have to change my arogance from what I said in my post on this subject:

------------------------Logic wrote: Do you know why I thought you were aragont?
It is because a person wasn't a christian just because she was decieved by the false prophets.
Then you had the gall to think that I'de marry a non-christian.
Iv'e never heard of non-christians following anyone religious even a false prophet, why do you think that the un-saved would be deieved by a false pro
phet?
Every one at Benny Hinn confrence would be a confessed christian, one can not say they none of them are true chritians, that would be greatly presu
msous.
-------------------------

moe wrote:
First of all I was only giving God's instruction in selecting a marriage partner, not implying anything about your marriage
because I don't know.
Second, I did not say anything about whether my thoughts were either your wife was or yourself had been, was then ,are
now, or were not now, or was now christians.
Third you completely ignored everything that I wrote in the post you responded to only what you wanted to debate, usele
ss response other than an opportunity it seems you wanted to bash.
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Fourth, if you want to preach that fact a christian can be indwelled with God's Spirit and stay completely in the dark abou
t whether a preacher or anyone else is speaking truth or not after you have observe them for a time, then go right ahead,
but don't be surprized if post a reply with the scripture saying differently.
Look at this physical miracle Jesus performed and then look at it in a spiritual sense now, although he did it in the physic
al and still does it now in the physical and the spiritual. I believe Jesus was sending us spiritual messages when he perfo
rmed all the physical miracles recorded in scripture and the Bible tells us He did many more before the cross that was n
ot recorded and we know many more since.
Mark 8:23-25
23 And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his h
ands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought.
24 And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking.
25 After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every man cle
arly.
KJV
And this one also.
Matt 7:16-20
16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?
17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.
18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
KJV

When reading about the false teachers in 2nd Peter don't quit on verse 1 go on down through verse 10.
2 Peter 2:9-10
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be p
unished:
10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they
, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.
KJV

Heb 5:13-6:1
13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised
to discern both good and evil.
KJV
What things did John write that preceeded this statement?
1 John 5:13
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eter
nal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.
KJV

1 John 5:9-10
9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of
his Son.
10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; beca
use he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.
KJV
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1 John 4:4-6
4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one wh
o is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to t
hem. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This
is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.

What is the world saying about all the issues in todays news and who is listening to them?
Re: - posted by Logic, on: 2007/9/6 17:02
Quote:
-------------------------moe_mac wrote:
hird you completely ignored everything that I wrote in the post you responded to only what you wanted to debate, useless response other than an oppo
rtunity it seems you wanted to bash.
-------------------------

Wrong, I have never bashed.
I only want it to be cleare that it is possible for christians to be deceived.
Re: - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/9/14 21:24
Matthew 4:1-11
Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And when he had fasted forty days
and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, c
ommand that these stones be made bread. But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, b
ut by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth hi
m on a pinnacle of the temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall
give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot ag
ainst a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Again, the devil taketh hi
m up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And saith
unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hen
ce, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth hi
m, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.

Jesus withstood these temptations, with it is written.
Has the 'church' today, where in so many a bible is never opened, been deceived by the very temptations Satan used ag
ainst Jesus?
He cometh as an 'angel of light'.
In His Love
pastorfrin

Re: Deceiving the Very Elect - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/9/16 19:00
Deceiving the Very Elect
by
Michael Clark
________________________________________
There is a line of reasoning that the enemy has sown among Christians that it is NOT possible to deceive the elect. Jes
us forewarned:
For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. Se
e, I have told you beforehand. (Matthew 24:24-25, NKJV).
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These teachers would reason that the elect can't be deceived because they are the elect! This is what is called circular l
ogic. No, not all the elect will be lost, but many of them will be deceived as Satan is let loose to do His evil in this hour w
e are in.
Paul warns the Church over and over against being deceived in the epistles as does John. Jesus told the disciples, "Ta
ke heed that no one deceives you." (Mark 13:5, NKJV).
Yes, dear ones, if you believe that you can't be deceived, then the enemy has already deceived you! Paul warned of thi
s kind of arrogance when he said:
Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may beco
me wise. (1 Corinthians 3:18, NKJV).
It is in our own self assured arrogance and wisdom that we deceive ourselves. John warned:
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (1 John 1:8, NKJV).
You see it is in harboring deception in our hearts by our unwillingness to believe that we could be wrong, or by thinking t
hat we have everything in these end times figured out, or that we can not sin, that we are made a perfect candidate for t
he wicked one to set up his throne in our hearts.
Tell me this. Where according to the New Testament is the temple of God? In our hearts, right? Paul wrote:
And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will
dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people." (2 Corinthians 6:16, NKJV).
Then if the temple of God is in the hearts of all who make up the Church, why are we looking toward Jerusalem and wait
ing to see the Antichrist sit on a throne in the temple over there? Could there not be a "great falling away" due to the dis
placing of Christ in the hearts of the believers by the enemy himself? Antichrist not only means "against Christ," but "inst
ead of Christ."
Â• We displace Jesus with men when we look to them to teach us instead of first seeking our guidance from His Spirit. (J
ohn 14:26 &1 John 2:27)
Â•
Â• We displace Jesus when we harbor sin in our hearts. (Matt. 6:23)
Â• We displace Jesus when we seek honor from men. (John 5:44)
Â• We displace Jesus when the things of this world take His place. (Matt. 6:24)
Â• We displace Jesus when we love our families or people more than Him. (Luke 14:26)
John wrote in one of his letters:
Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have co
me, by which we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, t
hey would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. (1
John 2:18-19, NKJV).
Yes, they were once part of US!!! Part of you! Part of me! Repentance dislodges them out of our hearts. If we don't re
pent we will eventually leave the fellowship of true believers and follow this spirit. Some who have this spirit resident in t
hem, take a following when they leave. This is how cults are formed.
What is our safeguard? Jesus said of Himself,
I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me. (John 14:30, NKJV).
This should be our constant prayer that Jesus would so refine our hearts that we too could stand in THIS holy place whe
re He stood. We, too, should pray that the Prince of this world could come and find nothing in us.
Isn't this the very thing that Paul foretold when he warned of the enemy coming with great "dunamis" power to deceive?
Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, not to be
soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had co
me. Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of
sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so
that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-4, NKJV).
He continues:
The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with al
l unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be s
aved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be conde
mned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12, NKJV).
You see it is one thing to sin, but it is another thing to sin and block out the convicting power of God that strives to bring
you to repentance. This is known as hardening your heart. If you dare to harbor your sin and continue to "have pleasur
e in unrighteousness" God will be forced to send you a "strong delusion" that you should continue to believe your lie. Th
is is not a time to be playing games with God and presuming on His grace to keep you while you continue in sin. He is s
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eparating the sheep from the goats even now. David prayed:
Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults. Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; L
et them not have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, And I shall be innocent of great transgression. Let the w
ords of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.
(Psalms 19:12-14, NKJV).
I was deceived for over a year that a particular sin that I was engaged in was really "spiritual." I won't go into details but
the enemy is very good at what he does and there were even other Christians that agreed with him. But the one thing I
could not do was block out the guilt. I would repent, then fall for this sin again and the guilt came back. I also had been
given many words of prophesy and warnings from various folks that what I was doing was NOT spiritual. Finally, the wo
rd of the Lord came to me through a brother in such a way, naming the deceiving spirit, that the power of the delusion w
as broken and I once and for all repented and cut myself off from any further opportunity for this sin. Paul told Timothy, "
You are a strong man in Christ. You can handle any temptation." NO!!! He said to Timothy, "Flee those youthful lusts!"
If a temptation comes your way, don't play around with it, RUN!
So, dear brothers and sisters, I hope that you can learn from my bad example and the things that I have learned in the p
rocess of recovery and not "think more highly of yourselves than you ought to think." This is the first step to deception.
Humble yourselves under the might hand of God. When He lifts you up you will hardly notice it happening and you will l
ess likely be tempted to leave your humility behind, or trade it for a false humility and more deception.
Heed Daniel's warning and watch out for flattering words, for these spirits seek to captivate and plunder you.
"Those who do wickedly against the covenant he shall corrupt with flattery; but the people who know their God shall be s
trong, and carry out great exploits. And those of the people who understand shall instruct many; yet for many days they
shall fall by sword and flame, by captivity and plundering. Now when they fall, they shall be aided with a little help; but m
any shall join with them by intrigue. And some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and make
them white, until the time of the end; because it is still for the appointed time. (Daniel 11:32-35, NKJV).
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stan
d. (Ephesians 6:13, NKJV).
Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. (Matthew 5:8, NKJV).
Re:, on: 2007/9/18 1:02
Quote:
------------------------pastorfrin wrote:
Deceiving the Very Elect
by
Michael Clark
________________________________________
There is a line of reasoning that the enemy has sown among Christians that it is NOT possible to deceive the elect. Jesus forewarned:
For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand.
(Matthew 24:24-25, NKJV).
These teachers would reason that the elect can't be deceived because they are the elect! This is what is called circular logic. No, not all the elect will
be lost, but many of them will be deceived as Satan is let loose to do His evil in this hour we are in.
Paul warns the Church over and over against being deceived in the epistles as does John. Jesus told the disciples, "Take heed that no one deceives
you." (Mark 13:5, NKJV).
Yes, dear ones, if you believe that you can't be deceived, then the enemy has already deceived you! Paul warned of this kind of arrogance when he s
aid:
Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. (1 Corinthians 3:18, N
KJV).
It is in our own self assured arrogance and wisdom that we deceive ourselves. John warned:
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (1 John 1:8, NKJV).
-------------------------

moe wrote: Pastorfrin I already posted this somewhere but I could't find it so here goes.
For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. Se
e, I have told you beforehand. (Matthew 24:24-25, NKJV).

The KJV says if possible, now when I conbine that with being in Christ and being guided into all truth. I might add the chr
istian can deceived by the devil into sin and it happens all time. It has in my life many times. That is called in the flesh. W
hen we obey it is called walking in the SPIRIT. A christian who has been indwelled with HIS Spirit and walks in it and sta
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ys in HIS WORD to show himself to be a workman approved of God and considers, not just part the scriptures but all of
but all scripture to be God breathed and useful for rebuking, istructing and correcting himself in righteousness, he can be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.
As you now anyone can be equipped and still not utilize HIS given equipment and be deceived. This was what Paul was
talking about I believe. He was also addressing everyone who would read what he wrote in the future until Jesus returns.
Now faith is the substance of things that are not seen. By grace you are saved, through faith, it is a gift of God, lest any
man should boast, we are his workmanship, created unto goods works, which he prepared in advance that we should w
alk in them. Not because of good works.
Any confidence that I have is not in me, but in HIM. For I am convinced He is able to keep what I have committed to HIM
against that day. He who began a good work in me is able to finish that which HE started. Not by my might, or my power
, but by HIS Spirit sayeth the Lord. I imagine many thought people tought the Apostles were arragant too. Am I proclaimi
ng Apostleship. NO. Sinner saved by grace. With you too He_Riegns. Am I clear on that?
Love you brother.
Moe

Re:, on: 2007/9/18 1:14
Brother Frin, that was an incredible piece you've posted. Copied to keep. Much obliged Sir.

Re:Deceiving the Very Elect, on: 2007/9/18 20:46
Deceiving the Very Elect
by
Michael Clark
________________________________________
There is a line of reasoning that the enemy has sown among Christians that it is NOT possible to deceive the elect.
Jesus forewarned:
For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.
See, I have told you beforehand. (Matthew 24:24-25, NKJV).
These teachers would reason that the elect can't be deceived because they are the elect! This is what is called circular
logic. No, not all the elect will be lost, but many of them will be deceived as Satan is let loose to do His evil in this hour
we are in.
Paul warns the Church over and over against being deceived in the epistles as does John. Jesus told the disciples,
"Take heed that no one deceives you." (Mark 13:5, NKJV).
Yes, dear ones, if you believe that you can't be deceived, then the enemy has already deceived you! Paul warned of this
kind of arrogance when he said:
Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may
become wise. (1 Corinthians 3:18, NKJV).
It is in our own self assured arrogance and wisdom that we deceive ourselves. John warned:
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (1 John 1:8, NKJV).
You see it is in harboring deception in our hearts by our unwillingness to believe that we could be wrong, or by thinking
that we have everything in these end times figured out, or that we can not sin, that we are made a perfect candidate for
the wicked one to set up his throne in our hearts.
Tell me this. Where according to the New Testament is the temple of God? In our hearts, right? Paul wrote:
And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will
dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people." (2 Corinthians 6:16, NKJV).
Then if the temple of God is in the hearts of all who make up the Church, why are we looking toward Jerusalem and
waiting to see the Antichrist sit on a throne in the temple over there? Could there not be a "great falling away" due to the
displacing of Christ in the hearts of the believers by the enemy himself? Antichrist not only means "against Christ," but
"instead of Christ."
Â• We displace Jesus with men when we look to them to teach us instead of first seeking our guidance from His Spirit.
(John 14:26 &1 John 2:27)
Â•

Page 35/46

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Coming as an Angel of Light

Â• We displace Jesus when we harbor sin in our hearts. (Matt. 6:23)
Â• We displace Jesus when we seek honor from men. (John 5:44)
Â• We displace Jesus when the things of this world take His place. (Matt. 6:24)
Â• We displace Jesus when we love our families or people more than Him. (Luke 14:26)
John wrote in one of his letters:
Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have
come, by which we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of
us. (1 John 2:18-19, NKJV).
Yes, they were once part of US!!! Part of you! Part of me! Repentance dislodges them out of our hearts. If we don't
repent we will eventually leave the fellowship of true believers and follow this spirit. Some who have this spirit resident in
them, take a following when they leave. This is how cults are formed.
What is our safeguard? Jesus said of Himself,
I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me. (John 14:30, NKJV).
This should be our constant prayer that Jesus would so refine our hearts that we too could stand in THIS holy place
where He stood. We, too, should pray that the Prince of this world could come and find nothing in us.
Isn't this the very thing that Paul foretold when he warned of the enemy coming with great "dunamis" power to deceive?
Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, not to be
soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had
come. Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man
of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped,
so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-4, NKJV).
He continues:
The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with
all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be
saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12, NKJV).
You see it is one thing to sin, but it is another thing to sin and block out the convicting power of God that strives to bring
you to repentance. This is known as hardening your heart. If you dare to harbor your sin and continue to "have pleasure
in unrighteousness" God will be forced to send you a "strong delusion" that you should continue to believe your lie. This
is not a time to be playing games with God and presuming on His grace to keep you while you continue in sin. He is
separating the sheep from the goats even now. David prayed:
Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults. Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins;
Let them not have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, And I shall be innocent of great transgression. Let the
words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my
Redeemer. (Psalms 19:12-14, NKJV).
I was deceived for over a year that a particular sin that I was engaged in was really "spiritual." I won't go into details but
the enemy is very good at what he does and there were even other Christians that agreed with him. But the one thing I
could not do was block out the guilt. I would repent, then fall for this sin again and the guilt came back. I also had been
given many words of prophesy and warnings from various folks that what I was doing was NOT spiritual. Finally, the
word of the Lord came to me through a brother in such a way, naming the deceiving spirit, that the power of the delusion
was broken and I once and for all repented and cut myself off from any further opportunity for this sin. Paul told Timothy,
"You are a strong man in Christ. You can handle any temptation." NO!!! He said to Timothy, "Flee those youthful lusts!" If
a temptation comes your way, don't play around with it, RUN!
So, dear brothers and sisters, I hope that you can learn from my bad example and the things that I have learned in the
process of recovery and not "think more highly of yourselves than you ought to think." This is the first step to deception.
Humble yourselves under the might hand of God. When He lifts you up you will hardly notice it happening and you will
less likely be tempted to leave your humility behind, or trade it for a false humility and more deception.
Heed Daniel's warning and watch out for flattering words, for these spirits seek to captivate and plunder you.
"Those who do wickedly against the covenant he shall corrupt with flattery; but the people who know their God shall be
strong, and carry out great exploits. And those of the people who understand shall instruct many; yet for many days they
shall fall by sword and flame, by captivity and plundering. Now when they fall, they shall be aided with a little help; but
many shall join with them by intrigue. And some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and
make them white, until the time of the end; because it is still for the appointed time. (Daniel 11:32-35, NKJV).
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to
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stand. (Ephesians 6:13, NKJV).
Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. (Matthew 5:8, NKJV).

Re:, on: 2007/9/18 21:10
Compare Christ's Love to other types.
---------------------------------------------"Let's Love One Another" - Loving One Another At The Expense Of Truth.
by Ed Tarkowski
29 The most important one is this: "Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 31 The second is this: Love your neigh
bor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these" (Mark 12).
How often we have heard these verses quoted in Christian circles as the standard for the life of the Christian today. But i
t seems many don't realize that there are great dangers associated with these commands when they are not taken in the
ir proper context. These dangers lie, not in what these verses say, but in what they don't say. The common tendency ap
pears to be to take what they do say as the only designated standard for the Christian life without examining the Scriptur
es in a deeper way. Let us take a look at the hidden dangers in having such a mindset of "Let's just love one another."

LOVING THE LORD OUR GOD IS TO OBEY HIS COMMANDS
According to Proverbs 3, love has a complementary partner:

3 "Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart."
Jesus certainly loved everybody - the Pharisees and the hypocrites and the sinners in the street and also those who follo
wed Him - He died for them all. But He never allowed His love for them to compromise His faithfulness to what the Fathe
r said He should say or do:

49 "For I do not speak on my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it" (J
ohn 12).
28 ". . . I can do nothing on my own but speak what the Father has taught me. . . If you hold to my teaching, you are RE
ALLY my disciples" (John 8).
One of the things the Father commanded Jesus to say is found in our Lord's words in John 13:

34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By THIS men
WILL KNOW you are my disciples, if you love one another."
So, though Jesus said men will know His disciples by their love for one another, He also gave a standard to determine w
ho His disciples really are: those who held to His teachings because they loved Him, and His teachings involved much m
ore than just loving one another. So it is not just a matter of loving one another, but remaining in His love by holding to al
l His commands given by the Father:

9 "Now REMAIN in my love. IF you obey my commands, you will REMAIN in my love just as I HAVE OBEYED my Fathe
r's commands AND REMAIN in his love" (John 15).
In order to remain in God's love, we must obey His commands just as He obeyed the Father's. If we don't obey His com
mands as our priority, we will not remain in His love and we will be unable to love one another:

9 "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my commands, you will rema
in in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love" (John 15).
LOVING ONE ANOTHER AND OUR NEIGHBOR AS OURSELVES
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2 "This is how we know that we love the children of God, by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 This is love fo
r God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome" (1 John 5).
How do we know we are truly loving our brothers and sisters? These two verses describe what it is to love God: "obey hi
s commands." If we do that, "we know that we love the children of God." One cannot say,

20 "'I love God,' yet his brother. . . For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, who
m he has not seen" (1 John 4).
The commands to be obeyed and the love manifested toward our brothers and sisters because we love God are also co
vered by John, and they hang directly upon the truth of God's word. First, John says,

3 "We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. The man who says, 'I know him,' but does not do
what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him" (1 John 2).
But then John brings in the aspect of obedience to the word of God:

5 "But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him."
So obedience to the commands of God's revealed truth perfects our love, and it is the truth that completes God's formati
on of Himself in us. This conforming us to the image and likeness of Christ is God's main goal in our lives:

28 "For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the first-bo
rn among many brothers" (Romans 8).
So, we can't be conformed to Christ without obeying the commands of God, nor can we love like Jesus did unless we do
adhere to the truth. We cannot have one without the other. All of this comes to the point in the second part of v. 5 and al
so v. 6:

"This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did."
So, all of this finds its full meaning in Jesus, who came because He loved His Father and us, but He came and walked, n
ot just in love, but in truth. Indeed, He was and is the expression of the truth of God's love for us all.

LOVING ONE ANOTHER AT THE EXPENSE OF TRUTH IS A DOOR TO DECEPTION
So we must obey His commands to remain in his love. It would not be loving the Lord our God if we didn't. And it is faithf
ulness to the command that keeps us from going astray into loving one another at the expense of truth. Matthew 24:10-1
3 and John 16:1-4 demonstrate the results of departing from faithfulness to His commands:

10 "At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will a
ppear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who stands fi
rm to the end will be saved" (Matthew 24).
1 "All this I have told you so that you will not go astray. 2 They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming
when anyone who kills you will think he is offering services to God. 3 They will do such things because they have not kn
ow the Father or me. 4 I have told you this, so that when the time comes you will remember that I warned you" (John 16)
.
"Many will turn away from the faith. . . . The love of most will grow cold." Why would their love grow cold? Because they l
isten to the false prophets, because they failed to heed all His commands right up to the end. I have watched the "Let's j
ust love one another" gospel for years - over twenty in fact - and it always - always - brings destruction of one sort or ano
ther.
Jesus commanded His Church: Love one another. Then He sent the Holy Spirit to empower it to do so. The early Churc
h stood in the grace of salvation filled with the love of God by the Spirit of God. But to them, He was not just a Spirit of lo
ve, but a Spirit of truth, as well:

Page 38/46

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Coming as an Angel of Light

2 "We have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. . . 5 God has poured out his love into our heart
s by the Holy Spirit he has given us" (Romans 5).
16 "And I will ask the Father and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever - 17 the Spirit of truth" (John
14).
They understood the connection in these words of Jesus:

15 "If you love me, you will obey what I command" (John 14).
So, first we had the command to love Him by obeying what He commands. Jesus further qualifies our love for Him in ver
se 21:

21 "Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me."
The commands of our Lord Jesus Christ are so intertwined that to "just love one another" falls way short of what the Scri
ptures really say. Even Paul reiterated this same pattern in Scripture:

6 "The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love" (Gal. 5).
But this cannot negate walking in truth because we do disagree with one another - quite often in fact. Just loving one an
other will only leave us loving one another without any way to overcome our differences and divisions. Those differences
are, I believe, are a doorway to the deceptions of the enemy, and that is why John brings in truth and adds it to love. In t
his way we overcome the enemy's attempts at infiltration:

14 "I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evi
l one" (1 John 2).
So the foundation comes back to God's word: obeys its commands and thus perfect our love and thus overcome the ene
my. And John gives other reasons for us walking in the truth:

1 "Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to whether they are from God, because many false prophe
ts have gone out into the world" (1 John 4).
7 "Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray" (1 John 3).
Loving one another alone doesn't accomplish this. Truth completes and protects the love we have for one another and k
eeps us from the deceptive "Let's just love one another" message of the false prophets. Without truth, we WILL end up h
ating one another, which is what our adversary wants:

14 "We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. . . 15 Anyone who hates his brother
is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him" (1 John 3).
This only leads us back to what I said before, that a Church that just loves one another, apart from clinging to the truth of
God's word, will end up doing just this:

10 "At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, . . . 12 the love of most will grow
cold" (Matthew 24).
2 ". . . in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering services to God. 3 They will do such thi
ngs because they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have told you this, so that when the time comes you will remem
ber that I warned you" (John 16).
Love, the truth, knowing God, walking as Jesus walked in the fullness of the Holy Spirit - Jesus talked of these same thin
gs as necessary parts of a whole life. Unless we stop and hear the whole counsel of God in regard to one another, we wi
ll fall to the spirit of error and be led astray. We need to recognize this situation:
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6 "We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is ho
w we recognize the spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood" (1 John 4).
Every day there are greater and greater divisions in the end-time Church, and part of the reason for this is that the enem
y has brought a very nice thought to the Church: "Let's just love one another." By having accepted such a tempting idea,
truth has taken wing and the Church is being split. Why? because it is the last hour, because part of the Church has deci
ded to love without adherence to the truth about experiences and phenomena, even stating that the they are diverse and
not commanded by the Lord. Thus 1 John 2:18-19 is playing an important part in the life of the Church:

18 "Dear children, this is the last hour, and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists h
ave come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if th
ey had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us" (1 J
ohn 2).
----------------------------------------------'Discern' the difference by what is on this link - Warning: This is not a Christian Site.
http://www.spiritofgoodwill.org/divine_love.asp
-----------------------------------------------Paul said "prophecy" was the gift we should pray for - but Sir - I wish he had said "discernment".
Dear God, we need discernment in The Church.
Re: Coming as an Angel of Light, on: 2007/9/19 15:17
Carter, Clinton Join to Reshape Baptist Image
By Lillian Kwon
Christian Post Reporter
Tue, Jan. 09 2007 03:17 PM ET
Former Presidents Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton are part of an initiative to create a new Baptist voice and improve the n
egative image of Baptists in North America.

Former Presidents Bill Clinton, and Jimmy Carter talk before a State Funeral service for former President Gerald Ford at
the Washington National Cathedral in Washington Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2007.
An annual North American Baptist Fellowship meeting in Atlanta, Ga., was scheduled to conclude Tuesday morning at t
he Carter Center with the announcement of a historic 2008 convocation.
The convocation, part of Carter's new Baptist voice initiative, is expected to draw more than 20,000 Baptist participants f
rom throughout the United States and Canada in an effort to counter the negative and judgmental image of Baptists, acc
ording to the Associated Baptist Press.
According to Carter, the most common opinion about Baptists is that they cannot get along. Carter alluded to the schism
the Southern Baptist Convention experienced two decades ago.
Southern Baptist representatives have not been involved in the Carter initiative so far, the Associated Baptist Press repo
rted, but organizers say they hope the 2008 convocation can include SBC leaders and other conservatives who are ope
n to working with a diverse array of Baptists.
Carter, member of Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga., and Clinton, member of Immanuel Baptist Church in Little R
ock, Ark., are slated to speak at the convocation. Both identify with more progressive Baptist groups.
Last April, Baptist leaders signed the North American Baptist Covenant in a commitment to "work together to create an a
uthentic and genuine prophetic Baptist voice in these complex times."
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The convocation is scheduled for Jan. 30 - Feb. 1, 2008.

http://lighthousetrailsresearch.com/blog/index.php?cat=9

Re: The 'angel of light' - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/9/23 19:18
Brothers and Sisters,
Some thoughts on how the Â‘angel of lightÂ’ is at work deceiving those in the church today. I believe you will find this ve
ry enlightening.
The AntiChrist Spirit Pt. 1
By Michael Clark
As we approach the end of the age we are seeing Satan take ever bolder steps to be the "lord of all". He is trying to solid
ify his stranglehold on all of God's creation and the Church is not exempt.
Most Christians and their leaders are looking across the ocean to see a man called the Antichrist sit himself down on a t
hrone in a new temple to be built in Jerusalem. I maintain that this has already happened in the true temple of God. The
antichrist is right in our midst and many of us are totally blind to his presence. Paul the apostle warned the infant Church
what to expect of Satan when he wrote,
...who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple
of God, showing himself that he is God.
(2 Thessalonians 2:4, NKJV).
I have one question. Who according to the New testament is the temple of God? Doesn't the Word say that the Church i
s God's temple?
Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
(1 Corinthians 3:16, NKJV).
Could it be that the antichrist has already found his throne in some of our hearts? According to the apostle John, the anti
christ is already setting up house right in the Church.
18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have
come, by which we know that it is the last hour.
19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but the
y went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. (1 John 2:18-19, NKJV).
Just as Tobiah set up house in the temple store rooms in Nehemiah's day (see Neh. 13: 7-9) and thereby displaced the
Levitical priesthood of its source of supply, so is this antichrist spirit stealing from God's holy priesthood, the Church, and
displacing it today. As John said, "They went out from us... that none of them were of us." When we think of ourselves
as being just a little bit better than the rest of the saints, we go out from them in spirit and set ourselves apart.
We need not to be looking for it to happen in Jerusalem. We need to be looking in our own congregations and in our hea
rts. Let me enlarge on this theme and maybe you, too, will see the antichrist at work in your fellowship.
continued:
Re: - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/9/24 5:04
The AntiChrist Spirit Pt. 2
By Michael Clark
---The Doctrine of the Nicolaitans--In the Revelation, chapter two, Jesus is hating the deeds of the Nicolaitans and commending the church for doing the sa
me. If Jesus hates something it must really be bad! It is interesting to read today's church commentaries on this subject.
Boy, do they sashay around this one!
Names in the Bible are meaningful. When a man or woman of God had a name that didn't describe them as God saw th
em, God would change that persons name so that it matched how He saw them. For instance, Abram was changed to A
braham, Sarai to Sarah, Jacob to Israel, Simon was changed to Peter and Saul to Paul.
For me, the easiest way to find out what that doctrine is when the Bible doesn't outwardly define it, is to simply break do
wn the meaning of the name:
3531 Nikolaites {nik-ol-ah-ee'-tace}
from 3532;; n pr m
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Nicolaitan = "destruction of people"
Or more explicitly:
3532 Nikolaos {nik-ol'-ah-os}
from 3534 and 2994;; n pr m
3534 nikos {nee'-kos}
from 3529; TDNT - 4:942,634; n n
1) victory
2) to utterly vanquish
and 2994 which is from:
2992 laos {lah-os'}
apparently a primary word; TDNT - 4:29,499; n m
1) a people, people group, tribe, nation, all those who are of
the same stock and language
2) of a great part of the population gathered together anywhere
We get the word "laity" from the Latin form of this word. By the way,
according to my dictionary, the meaning of LAITY: "THOSE WHO ARE MEMBERS OF A CHURCH BUT ARE NOT OR
DAINED FOR RELIGIOUS WORK." So much for the members of Christ being a "royal priesthood" (1 Pet. 2:9)!"
I believe that the doctrine of clergy / laity separation is a doctrine of demons which has demobilized the Church and sap
ped its power. It is so good to see the saints exercising their priesthood through the internet with web sights and on talk l
ists, and in house gatherings, encouraging one another to do the work of the ministry. For so long we who are Christ's h
ave been controlled and muzzled by he who has the pulpit.
In other words a Nicolaitan is one who "utterly vanquishes the people who gather together" or "UTTERLY CONQUERS
THE CONGREGATION." Many congregations in America and the "free world" are made up of a beaten down group of p
eople. The one who rules over them is usually the one who can out-argue and intimidate everyone else in the group. An
d for every one of these conquering church leaders there is a following who desires to have a king over them and in so d
oing rejects the lordship of Jesus himself. The prophet Samuel wrote of this same situation in His day.
Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said to him, "Look, you are old, and
your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations."
But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." So Samuel prayed to the LORD.
And the LORD said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, b
ut thye have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. (1 Samuel 8:4-7, NKJV).
Jeremiah wrote of this usurping of God's leading of the congregation in his day by false prophets and false priests.
The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule by their own power, and my people love to have it so. But what will y
ou do in the end? (Jeremiah 5:31, NKJV).
"But what will YOU DO in the end?" If it was like this in Jeremiah's day, how much more true it is in this last hour of the "
Church age."

Re: - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/9/24 17:42
The AntiChrist Spirit Pt. 3
By Michael Clark
--Loving the Preeminence-There is another reference in the New Testament to this tendency which God hates among church leaders. John wrote i
n his third epistle:
I wrote to the church, but DIOTREPHES, WHO LOVES TO HAVE THE PREEMINENCE among them, does not receive
us. (3 John 1:9, NKJV).
The word "preeminence" is from the Greek word:
5383 philoproteuo {fil-op-rote-yoo'-o} from a compound of 5384 and 4413; to aspire to preeminence, TO DESIRE TO BE
FIRST
This spirit of "ME FIRST" has a choke hold on most of the Church today and Jesus still hates it! Pastors are clamoring fo
r control over the people and people are clamoring to gain power and preeminence through their ministries over one ano
ther. People are even clamoring for money and power under this false "prosperity doctrine."
When the disciples were vying for preeminence over each other at the last supper, Jesus addressed their sin by showin
g himself to be of an opposite spirit. He took the position of the lowest slave and washed their feet.
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Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them should be considered the greatest. And He said to the
m, "The kings of the Gentiles EXERCISE LORDSHIP over them, and those who EXERCISE AUTHORITY over them are
called benefactors. But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, an
d he who governs as he who serves. For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits
at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves." (Luke 22:24-27, NKJV).
The Greek word for the phrase "exercise lordship" in verse 25 is:
2961 kurieuo {ko-ree-yoo'-o} 1) to be lord of, to rule, have dominion over 2) of things and forces 2a) to exercise influence
upon, TO HAVE POWER OVER
The word translated as "exercise authority" in this verse is:
1850 exousiazo {ex-oo-see-ad'-zo} 1) to have power or authority, use power 1a) TO BE MASTER OF ANY ONE, EXER
CISE AUTHORITY OVER ONE 1b) to be master of the body 1b1) TO HAVE FULL AND ENTIRE AUTHORITY OVER T
HE BODY 1b2) to hold the body subject to one's will 1c) to be brought under the power of anyone
When a person uses fleshly, soulish power "to have full and entire authority over the body," Jesus' Church, it is a sin aga
inst the Church and against Christ. Yet, this is a common attitude of many in the Church today! GOD HATES IT!!!
continued:
Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2007/9/24 18:15
littlegift, you wrote on 9/4/07 that you believe predestination and freewill are both true.
....Me too
David
Re: - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/9/25 4:50
The AntiChrist Spirit Pt. 4
By Michael Clark
--The Antichrist Spirit Has Its Roots in Satan Himself-Why does God hate it so when men exalt themselves over His sheep? Because it is modeled after the works of Satan!
Multiple eldership is God's model for leadership in both the Old and New Testament. He seeks a multitude of godly coun
cilors who speak His voice to lead his people in each gathering to Jesus. Even the Hebrew Kings, who were a leadershi
p model not of God's doing, had multiple councilors that they listened to and confided in.
I would like you to consider this passage which shows Satan's mode of leadership. It is a real eye opener when used to
see how the desire for preeminence operates in our Church gatherings.
HELL FROM BENEATH IS EXCITED ABOUT YOU, TO MEET YOU AT YOUR COMING; It stirs up the dead for you, AL
L THE CHIEF ONES OF THE EARTH; IT HAS RAISED UP FROM THEIR THRONES ALL THE KINGS OF THE NATIO
NS. They all shall speak and say to you: "Have you also become as weak as we? HAVE YOU BECOME LIKE US? Your
pomp is brought down to Sheol, And the sound of your stringed instruments; The maggot is spread under you, And wor
ms cover you."
HOW YOU ARE FALLEN FROM HEAVEN, O LUCIFER, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, YOU
WHO WEAKENED THE NATIONS! FOR YOU HAVE SAID IN YOUR HEART: "I WILL ASCEND INTO HEAVEN, I WILL
EXALT MY THRONE ABOVE THE STARS OF GOD; I WILL ALSO SIT ON THE MOUNT OF THE CONGREGATION O
N THE FARTHEST SIDES OF THE NORTH; I WILL ASCEND ABOVE THE HEIGHTS OF THE CLOUDS, I WILL BE LI
KE THE MOST HIGH."
Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, To the lowest depths of the Pit. Those who see you will gaze at you, And consi
der you, saying: "Is this the man who made the earth tremble, Who shook kingdoms, who made the world as a wildernes
s And destroyed its cities, WHO DID NOT OPEN THE HOUSE OF HIS PRISONERS?" (Isaiah 14:9-17)
In verse nine above, all of the kings of the earth are excited about Lucifer. He is the one who lords over the people as th
ey do. And in verse ten these kings admit that Lucifer and they are alike! In verse twelve Lucifer is said to be the one wh
o "weakened the nations." The Hebrew word for nations here is "gowy" and it is the counterpart to the Greek "lao" or TH
E PEOPLE. Lucifer uses preeminent leaders to weaken the people of God as well as the nations.
Is it any wonder that the early Church was admired, feared, and accused of "turning the world upside down" and that tod
ay's church is mocked and counted as irrelevant in our society? The early church had multiple godly men and women in
each location ministering in the Spirit and multiple elders, but today's modern churches almost always have a tight fisted
all controlling "pastor" who controls all ministry and rules over all. And by the way, there is no such thing as a "senior eld
er" in the Bible.
In verse 13 the phrase "the farthest sides of the north" refers to the utmost reaches of Zion, the true spiritual people of G
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od, the city of God, the New Jerusalem (Ps 48:1,2). The heart of Lucifer is to rule over all of God's people, to "sit on the
mount of the congregation," to rule over all of God's holy angels, and to be elevated to the position of God Himself. This i
s the spirit of antichrist.
ANTICHRIST MEANS not only against Christ, but IN THE PLACE OF CHRIST. Those who exalt themselves above God'
s people are operating in the antichrist spirit. Let's look at the meaning of antichrist:
500 antichristos {an-tee'-khris-tos} from 473 and 5547; TDNT - 9:493,1322; n m 1) the adversary of the Messiah
473 anti {an-tee'} 1) over against, opposite to, BEFORE 2) for, INSTEAD OF, IN PLACE OF (something)
5547 Christos {khris-tos'} Christ = "anointed" 1) Christ was the Messiah, the Son of God 2) anointed
Literally antichrist means "against Christ" or "INSTEAD OF CHRIST" and "BEFORE CHRIST"... The Antichrist is the kin
g of the "thieves and robbers!"

continued:
Re: - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/9/25 17:55
The AntiChrist Spirit Pt. 5
By Michael Clark
--The Good Shepherd-Jesus warned that "thieves and robbers" would come in among His flock to kill and destroy them. In John 10 He
describes himself the "Good Shepherd," who must contend with thieves and robbers in His flock.
"Most assuredly, I say to you, HE WHO DOES NOT ENTER THE SHEEPFOLD BY THE DOOR, BUT CLIMBS UP
SOME OTHER WAY, THE SAME IS A THIEF AND A ROBBER. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the
sheep. To him the doorkeeper opens, and THE SHEEP HEAR HIS VOICE; and he calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. And when he brings out his own sheep, HE GOES BEFORE THEM; and THE SHEEP FOLLOW HIM,
FOR THEY KNOW HIS VOICE. Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know
the voice of strangers."
Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the things which He spoke to them. Then Jesus said to them
again, "Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. ALL WHO EVER CAME BEFORE ME ARE THIEVES
AND ROBBERS, but the sheep did not hear them.
For centuries the church had no seminaries. Men and women who were called into the "five fold" ministries answered
the call of Jesus and obeyed, leading others by His Spirit. Today if you "put the money down," you can "climb up some
other way" (vs.1), and ply your trade as a thief and a robber and a false shepherd in the flock of God without entering
through the Door of the sheep fold, Jesus. I am not saying that everyone who goes to seminary is a "thief and a robber."
All I am saying is that you can call yourself, or be called by a man and never have a shepherd's call from Jesus on your
life. Men who become ministers in the Church without God raising them up, do great damage to the flock of Christ by
placing themselves before (in preeminence) Him.
The Greek word translated "before" in verse eight of John ten is "pro". It can mean "before" chronologically or "before"
positionally (See Acts 5:23). I was told once in a Sunday school class that Jesus is saying, here in John ten, that every
Old Testament person whether good king or bad, every false prophet or true, all the patriarchs of Israel, Moses, Noah ,
Enoch and all of the righteous ones were thieves and robber because they were ministering before Jesus came. What
RUBBISH!!!
In this verse the word "ever" was added by the translators and the word "came" is "come" in the original. It more
correctly should read, "ALL WHO COME BEFORE ME ARE THIEVES AND ROBBERS." When a minister uses his gift
to place himself in preeminence over the people, instead of connecting the people directly to Jesus, he is stealing
attention to himself and away form Jesus and puts himself before Christ. Just like the satanic model, he has become a
thief and a robber. As Paul told Timothy, "For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man
Christ Jesus,"(1 Timothy 2:5, NKJV).
This displacing of Jesus can happen to a church leader unwittingly. As one brother who was a pastor recently wrote:
" I have seen so many well meaning pastors, elders and counselors who are so eager to tell, or give, people the
answers to their questions and problems. Even when they are doing a very good job, giving Godly counsel, the result
can be making the person dependent on them for help, instead of Jesus. It is harder, but necessary, to train the person
to "look to Jesus". Of course, a pastor humble enough to do that, probably wouldn't gather much of a following."
Yes, he wouldn't "gather much of a following" to himself, but might be very instrumental in gathering a following to Jesus.
I have always liked a story that Watchman Nee of China told about one of his new converts and the man's wife:
"Late one summer I stayed at a hill resort in the home of a mechanic and his wife, both of whom it was my joy to lead to
a simple faith in the Savior. When the time came for me to return to Shanghai, I left with them a Bible.
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"During the winter the man was in the habit of taking alcohol with his meals, sometimes to excess. Soon, with the return
of the cold weather, the wine reappeared on the table, and, as had now become his custom, he bowed his head to give
thanks for the meal. But today no words would come! After one or two vain attempts he turned to his wife. "What is
wrong?" he asked. "Why can not we pray today?" The wife took the Bible, but turned the pages in vain, seeking light on
the subject. They could find no explanation, and I was far away. "Just drink your wine," she said; but no, he knew he
must give thanks, and could not. "Take it away," he exclaimed at length; and then together they asked a blessing on the
meal.
"When eventually the man was able to visit Shanghai he told me the story. Using and expression familiar in Chinese:
"Brother Nee," he said, "Resident Boss wouldnÂ¹t let me have that drink!" "Very good," I replied. "You always listen to
Resident Boss!"
(Nee, Watchman. "A Table in the Wilderness." Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.,1978. pp February 29 ).
If we are truly born from above, we have the "Resident Boss" living inside us and we do not need the religious legal syst
em to keep us in check. He draws us to do what is right with cords of love, not with a straight jacket of legalism. The ap
ostle John wrote, "But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth (I John 2:20)."
"I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them. (Ezek
iel 36:27, NKJV).
Back in John chapter 10, Jesus goes on to warn us of the difference between His leadership and that of the hireling.
9"I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and WILL GO IN AND OUT AND FIND PASTURE. THE THIE
F DOES NOT COME EXCEPT TO STEAL, AND TO KILL, AND TO DESTROY. I have come that they may have life, a
nd that they may have it more abundantly.
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. BUT A HIRELING, HE WHO IS NOT THE SHE
PHERD, ONE WHO DOES NOT OWN THE SHEEP, SEES THE WOLF COMING AND LEAVES THE SHEEP AND FLE
ES; AND THE WOLF CATCHES THE SHEEP AND SCATTERS THEM. THE HIRELING FLEES BECAUSE HE IS A HI
RELING AND DOES NOT CARE ABOUT THE SHEEP.
I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know the
Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. (John 10:9-15, NKJV).
With today's money driven ministries in the church, "If you wanna play, you gotta pay!" "Buy my tapes!" "Buy my books."
Many of these ministries will not tend to or feed the sheep unless you pay them a salary. More and more charges are bei
ng levied at the door for "special meetings" and conferences. Many of these ministries must have money up front or they
won't perform. If their salary is decreased or, God forbid , taken away, they are gone off to greener pastures. When the
wolf is at the door, the hireling scatters!
When the wolf is at the door of a sheep in today's Americanized churches, too bad! You can hardly pry a nickel out of th
eir hands to help out a poor sheep in his financial need! It is far different in this day when the money goes into the leader
s pocket and pockets of the bankers who hold the paper on the church building, instead of being laid at their feet and ma
de easily accessible for all who are in need (See Acts 4:34,35). But that is another subject.
One other thing, in verse nine above. Notice that Jesus not only lets them come into the sheep fold, but they are free to
COME IN AND GO OUT to find pasture. I have heard church leaders warn that if you go to anywhere other than their ch
urch, you will not be safe! A sheep fold is not where sheep eat. It is a barren protected defensive type of place where the
y sleep at night. The good shepherd does not exercise control over them, but lets them "come in and go out" to find past
ure, and only Jesus is the Good Shepherd.
Well, I have much more I could write to you on where it's NOT AT. But I would rather encourage the Body of Christ to se
ek to edify one another through the working in their lives of the Holy Spirit. And if you must lead, lead the flock to Jesus
with an open hand and do not take any glory to yourself that would draw their attention away from the One who paid the
price to be their Shepherd. As Jesus warned,
When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best place, lest one more honorable than you
be invited by him; and he who invited you and him come and say to you, "Give place to this man," and then you begin wi
th shame to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down in the lowest place, so that when he who in
vited you comes he may say to you, "Friend, go up higher." Then you will have glory in the presence of those who sit at t
he table with you. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." (Luke 14:811, NKJV).
Like the Greek seekers told the disciple, "SIR, WE WOULD SEE JESUS!" (John 12:21). May we all seek Him and acce
pt no other substitutes.
(Note: All caps were added in Bible texts for emphasis)
Love in Christ,
Michael Clark
Bayview, Idaho, USA
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Re:, on: 2007/9/27 17:04
Quote:
-------------------------" I have seen so many well meaning pastors, elders and counselors who are so eager to tell, or give, people the answers t
o their questions and problems. Even when they are doing a very good job, giving Godly counsel, the result can be making the person depe
ndent on them for help, instead of Jesus. It is harder, but necessary, to train the person to "look to Jesus". Of course, a pastor humble enou
gh to do that, probably wouldn't gather much of a following."
Yes, he wouldn't "gather much of a following" to himself, but might be very instrumental in gathering a following to Jesus.
-------------------------

Amen Brother. Lead them to The Resident Boss!

Quote:
-------------------------Well, I have much more I could write to you on where it's NOT AT. But I would rather encourage the Body of Christ to seek to edify
one another through the working in their lives of the Holy Spirit. And if you must lead, lead the flock to Jesus with an open hand and do not take any gl
ory to yourself that would draw their attention away from the One who paid the price to be their Shepherd. As Jesus warned ---------------------------

That's also one way to prevent "Pastor burn-out".
Lead them to the Way Home - then leave them there and put your feet up a spell and trust in THE Shepherd to do the re
st.
Another thing that Watchman Nee said, is that the Ministry should never adversely affect the physical health neither.
I always thought I wasn't "burning out for Jesus" unless I had fully exhausted all of my reserves.
Nee also said, "fight death" - now, that one sentence of his is more than likely why I'm still on earth.
I thought that we were just to give in to this aging-decaying flesh - but he said, Nope - fight death.
Had never heard anyone else write or say that before. Praise God.
Good articles here. Thanks.
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