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Holiness Possible Today? - posted by Marcos, on: 2007/8/5 20:29
Is it not amazing how angry so many "Christians" become when holiness is preached? Many loudly proclaim that holine
ss in this life is impossible and that God surely could not expect that of us.
Why should it be so surprising that God would demand this of us? After all, did not His Son die on the cross to deliver u
s from sin? He not only paid the penalty, but also gave us the victory over the power of sin in this life.
Moreover, the Christ in us, who is the hope of glory, is our holy God. Moreover, it really isn't holiness we are seeking, but
rather we are seeking to know the Holy One Himself. And as we develop in our love relationship with the Holy One, is it
not reasonable to expect that we will become like the One we love?
Therefore, holiness truly is impossible for those who do not have a continuing love walk with Jesus because they are not
being conformed to His image, but rather to the image of the world.
For us, however, who desire Jesus above all else, holiness is to be expected and is the norm.
Re: Holiness Possible Today? - posted by LiveforGod (), on: 2007/8/5 21:04
Amen Brother.
Quote:
-------------------------For us, however, who desire Jesus above all else, holiness is to be expected and is the norm.
-------------------------

How true.
Re: Holiness Possible Today? - posted by sojourner7 (), on: 2007/8/5 21:32
Amen, brother. Holiness is desiring Christ
within us, knowing Christ within us, the
hope of glory!! :-D
Re:, on: 2007/8/5 21:40
Holiness, perfection, righteousness, purity, are all summed up in a heart of love. Love for God and man is all that God re
quires and expects from everyone.
Titus 2:11 says that grace teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and that we live righteously, soberly, and g
odly, IN THIS PRESENT WORLD!
The grave is not the Savior, death is not the cure!
We must let Jesus save us now or He will never save us!
We must choose to deny ourselves, pick up our cross, and follow Christ now in this life or we'll never do it.
We must choose to be born again in this life or we will die in our sins!
The belief that holiness is impossible results in unholy living! Only those who believe in holiness will live holy!
To genuinely aim one must genuinely believe! No man will attempt to perform what he believes to be impossible.
The belief in "inability" leads to the practice of inactivity!
And justice never punishes the incapable for failure to perform the impossible! Holiness is required of all because holine
ss is possible for all!
Our souls should leapw ith joy at the truth that that we don't have to continue to sin against God and man, but we can rat
her choose to love God and man!
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Blessed are the pure in heart! Only they will see God! Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness! For th
ey will be filled!
Re: Holiness Possible Today? - posted by HopePurifies (), on: 2007/8/5 23:21
Indeed Marcos, the resistance to such teaching is almost militant, when you'd think that it would be good news!
The gospel is still as offensive as it was 2000 years ago.
Re: Holiness Possible Today? - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2007/8/6 5:40
i think holiness is not so much a possibility as it as a requirement, if your not holy your not going to heaven.
Re: Holiness Possible Today? - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2007/8/6 5:46
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled. --Matthew 5:6
It may be said without qualification that every man is as holy and as full of the Spirit as he wants to be.
He may not be as full as he wishes he were, but he is most certainly as full as he wants to be. Our Lord placed this beyo
nd dispute when He said, "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled." Hunger and thirst are physical sensations which, in their acute stages,may becom
e real pain. It has been the experience of countless seekers after God that when their desires became a pain they were
suddenly and wonderfully filled. The problem is not to persuade God to fill us, but to want God sufficiently to permit Him t
o do so. The average Christian is so cold and so contented with His wretched condition that there is no vacuum of desire
into which the blessed Spirit can rush in satisfying
fullness.
Born After Midnight, 8.
"Lord, quiet my heart today and fill me with this holy longing. I don't want to be contented with my present
condition; I long for that vacuum of desire into which the Holy Spirit can rush. Amen."

A.W Tozer
Re: - posted by running2win (), on: 2007/8/6 8:32
Yes, holiness is possible for those who long for it. If it were not then I'd cry to God to let me die for if I can't be like my ble
ssed Jesus then God would be terribly cruel to put such a burning desire in my heart. The one thing that has made me s
eek God with everything that I am and have is simply seeing how holy God can make a man. I've never met anyone like
him before or since. May God make my life an example like that to others and may He make each one of us as holy as a
saved sinner can possibly be.
Re: - posted by deltadom (), on: 2007/8/6 11:45
yes, in a world where we all are hit by impure images and things from all around us
Ro 5:20 - Show Context
Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:
We all need prayer for purity, holiness is possible
Heb 12:14 - Show Context
Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:
We need holiness as we cannot see the Lord,
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Re:, on: 2007/8/6 12:55
I think I understand what everyone is saying. There are those, however, who believe that holiness and perfection are the
same thing... and they are not.
How many times did Paul lament the battle between his flesh and his spirit? Paul said that the things he didnt want to do
... he did. And the things he knew he should do... he didnt.
Sin and the flesh is something that we all battle until that day when we are received into glory. This is not an excuse to si
n, but we are foolish to think that we will reach a stage in our walk where we are perfect, and stop sinning and stop havin
g thoughts that are not pure. It is a constant battle.
I think when people confuse holiness with sinless perfection they can become very frustrated with their walk. I believe an
yone who says they have reached sinless perfection (and I know some! Met one on here a few weeks ago) they had bett
er watch their back because the sin of pride may well be sneaking up behind them.
If we ever did reach a state of sinless perfection in this life, we would no longer need God's grace and mercy... which are
the main ingredients of salvation.
Krispy
Re:, on: 2007/8/6 14:21
Not our holiness but HIS, we all know HIS holiness should have a change on our sinful hearts. Perfection no, not until w
e are glorified by HIM. We have been justified by HIM through HIS blood, and if we are still breathing through HIS WOR
D and HIS SPIRIT he is also sanctifing us. His sanctification working in us. Not by our works but his. He saved unto goo
d works. If we don't see any unto!!!! UMMMMMM.
James 2:23-26
24 You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.
25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to
the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is de
ad.

Re:, on: 2007/8/6 14:28
Quote:
-------------------------I think when people confuse holiness with sinless perfection they can become very frustrated with their walk.
-------------------------

Or very prideful as you well stated.
In Christ - Jim
Re:, on: 2007/8/7 0:34
We cannot be absolutely perfect, with finite minds we are bound to make mistakes, but we can be absolutely free from
sin! Jesus is a perfect Savior from all sin.
There is no reason that a sin-hating God would not make it completely possible for everyone to be free from sin! If God
wants you to be totally free from sin, and you want to be free from sin, there is no reason for you not to be free from sin!
Nothing stops a man from completely repenting from all sin, and walking in love-obedience to God, other then his own
unwillingness. You cannot blame the devil, Adam, God, or nature for what your own freewill is to be blamed for.
I like what one already said on this thread, holiness is not merely a possibility but a requirement - those who are not holy
will not go to Heaven! Amen! The unholy must go to hell or else God is unjust! The sinful must perish for their rebellion
and their utter refusal to get right with God!
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We are commanded to go and SIN NO MORE! That's what Jesus said. He wouldn't have commanded it if it wasn't possi
ble. God does not give impossible laws, lest He cause people to bring unavoidable damnation upon themselves!
But God's moral laws are not the author of damnation, for God's moral laws are good and reasonable, they have the wel
fare of His creation in mind, they have the well-being of all in mind. It is not God's Laws the cause sin, since the Law of L
ove is able to be kept, but it's man's own freewill that is to be blamed for sin and for rightly deserved damnation!
But the truth is, ALL SIN is OPTIONAL and AVOIDABLE! What does the Word promise? God always puts more on us
then we are able to bear? God never provides a way of escape? NO! Rather, the opposite! God always provides a way
of escaping sin, God never allows us to be tempted beyond what we are able.
There is no moral character in anything that is not voluntary and optional. You cannot send a man to jail for being born w
ith dark skin, because there is no criminality in it. Likewise, you cannot send a man to hell for unavoidable "sin" so called
. Criminality lies in it's voluntariness!
I think it is very important for every professing Christian to compare themselves to Romans 6 and Romans 8, which desc
ribe the normal Christian life of being "free from sin".
What does the bible say? Cursed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they are dreaming of the impo
ssible?? No! But blessed are they, for they shall be filled!! We are to be spotless and blameless, we are to pure in heart i
n this life!
But many Christians have misplaced their trust. Death is not the cure, the grave is not the Savior. The moral condition th
at you die in in this life will be the moral condition that you awaken in in the next life! See Rev 22:11
Your fallen body doesn't force you to sin, likewise a glorified body will not force you to be holy. One is subjected to death
and the other is not subjected to death, but freewill exists in both! Moral character can be derived from freewill alone. Yo
ur moral character is not derived from your physical body!! And if your heart, or will, is not right with God in this life, it will
never be right with God in the next life.
We must free ourselves from sin in this life. We must choose to love God and love neighbor in this life! And if we love Go
d we will refuse to sin against God, and if we love our neighbor we will refuse to sin against our neighbor.
Our focus can't merely be "don't sin" but our focus must simply be to love. And that covers all of it. The one who sins aga
inst God and neighbor hates God and neighbor. But the one who loves God and neighbor refuses to sin against God an
d neighbor. Jesus said, "if you love me, keep my commandments" and the Apostle tells us that His commandments are
not burdensome, that is, His commandments are not impossible!
God is reasonable and has given us reasonable commandments. But sin is always unreasonable. Sin is always harmful
and hurtful, to God and to His creation. So we must always, on a daily basis, choose to "die daily" rather then to sin daily
. We must always choose, on a daily basis, to pick up our cross, deny ourselves, and follow Christ.
That is the decision everyone must make - to sin or not to sin that is the question. To love others or to live selfish,
to help others or to hurt others, that is for you to decide.
Christ is sufficient - posted by Baohongen (), on: 2007/8/7 3:07
As has been said, our holiness is found in Christ. A reality that is present in God's promise and whose fullness will be se
en when our Lord comes again.
However, in the present we are commanded to work out our salvation with fear and trembling trusting that God is at wor
k within to will and act according to his purpose.(see Philippians 2:12-13) I know God is able to do His part within us, an
d thus for me to say that present holiness or perfection is not possible is like saying the gift of God's Spirit is not sufficien
t.
In recognizing His great ability, however, I am humbled by my lack of it. Without Him, I cannot do my part, and for that r
eason, I am a bit suspicious when one claims perfection. In my mind they claim a perfect relationship with the Father. I
fear and tremble too much to suggest that for myself.
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In Galatians 6, Paul advises the spiritual to restore gently to fellowship those who have sinned in the church, but he says
this with a warning: "But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted." If he would warn these of the dangers of temptat
ion, then certainly the "perfect" among us must also keep watch.
This may sound odd, but I thank God when He convicts me of sin. I want to be in right relationship with Him, and I know
He reveals these things to me because He loves me. I repent and am saved from sin's destructive force in my life. I am
so thankful for this work of the Spirit, because without His revelation I am blind to my faults (especially ones such as prid
e).
I believe perfection is possible. However, I also believe it is better left unsaid. The Spirit will likely prove us wrong anyw
ay, and we will wonder why we had never seen it before.
Thank you for enduring my musings. I am no expert, but trust to one day know as I am fully known.
Re: Christ is sufficient - posted by RobertW (), on: 2007/8/7 8:34
Truly we have been given all things as pertain to life and Godliness. We have been given exceedingly great and
precious promises by which we might be partakers of the Divine Nature having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust.
Truly death is not the Savior- Christ is the Savior. He shall save His people from their sins and again... Behold the Lamb
of God that taketh away the Sin (singular) of this world. Though all are born 'in' Adam and are by nature the children of
wrath- yet when we sinned we could have chosen otherwise. We have noone to blame but ourselves. Paul knew what
was right in his mind- but found another law working in him bringing him into captrivivty to the law of Sin that was in his
members. With his mind he wanted to do right- but something in him was working against what he wanted and knew to
do mentally. I believe even in his heart he desired to do right. But he saw another law working... bringing him into
captivity...
I don't know if we have worked this out or not, but I have observed in life that there are short and long term desires that
each of us have. If you ask a person if they want to go to heaven they will likely say yes- it is a long term desire. Yet,
many give in to temptations to fulfill short term natural desires in a bad way (sin), that gives the impression that the
person has NO concern for their soul or going to heaven. The short term desire- seems to be the one in which the heart
focuses.
Many things bring our focus right into the moment. Anger is one of them. When a person is angry they cannot see past 2
minutes many times. They will say and do things they would never said or have done had they 'zoomed out' to examine
the consequence of their actions. So when anger comes- sin is close at hand. Noone is forced to sin while angry. The
moment and circumstance brings a particular vulnerability at that time that is not always there. This is how a person
might act out of character.
In Psalm 51 David asked God to teach him wisdom in the inward parts. This is crucial I think. Do we have wisdom in the
secret places of our hearts and lives? Does our wisdom extend to the deepest parts of our being and in the secret times
of our lives? I think David was asking God to teach him a wisdom to handle the times when he is out on the roof walking
and is tempted. I think he wanted God to teach him wisdom when he is tempted to go out on the roof. This is wisdom in
a crisis moment. Everyone is wise once the smoke clears. Hindsight is always 20/20. But who has wisdom in the heat of
the battle? David believed God would teach Him this wisdom. Surely He will likewise teach it to us.

Re: Christ is sufficient - posted by running2win (), on: 2007/8/7 8:47
Baohongen,
I really appreciated your post. What it brought to my mind was the saying of Duncan Campbell "I don't believe you can g
et the place where it's impossible to sin but blessed be God I believe you can get to the place where it's possible not to."
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Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/8/7 11:43
Quote:
-------------------------Lazarus1719 said:
We must free ourselves from sin in this life.
-------------------------

Can you explain this? For some reason I thought Jesus was the one who saved from sin in this life.
Re:, on: 2007/8/7 13:40
Quote:
-------------------------Lazarus1719 said: We must free ourselves from sin in this life.
--------------Can you explain this? For some reason I thought Jesus was the one who saved from sin in this life
-------------------------

I was referencing these scriptures:
Jas 4:8 - Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye
double minded.
1Pe 1:22 - Seeing you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the bret
hren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently.

In regards to conversion, I believe in the doctrine of synergy:
* Jesus has given us an "example" as to how we should live - John 13:15
* The grace teaches us to live holy and to deny sin - Titus 2:11
* God calls us to repent - Acts 17:30
* the Spirit convicts us of sin - John 16:8
* and the instrument used in setting us free is truth - John 8:32.
* But we ourselves need to voluntarily repent (cleanse ourselves) - James 4:8; we ourselves need to voluntarily obey the
truth (thus purify our souls)1Pet 1:22.
Jesus, God, the Spirit, the Truth, God's grace, and freewill have a role in a sinner turning from sin (being cleansed from
sin).
Jesus gave us an example, we must follow. God calls, we must obey. Grace teaches, we must listen. The Spirit convicts
, we must yeild. Truth reveals, we must believe. And repentance is an act that we ourselves do, (it is not forced) and rep
entance is brought about by Jesus - God - Grace - Spirit - Truth.
These all influence us to repent (turn from sin, cleanse ourselves) and we ourselves must yeild to or obey that influence.
And if we do this, if we obey by repenting, then the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin - 1John 1:7 - that is, th
e blood of Jesus Christ justifies us, God pardons us because of Christ's blood upon condition of repentance - Luke 13:3
Justification by the blood (cleansed from all sin) is upon condition of our own repentance, which is brought about by Jes
us - God - Grace - Spirit - Truth. The blood cleanses (justifies) those who "walk in the light" and who "confess" their sin 1John 1:7, 1:9
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So we ourselves must repent, and then the blood justifies us.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------More on Synergy
The doctrine of synergy defined, as I understand it: God saves man, by influencing man's freewill with truth, and man vol
untary obeys the gospel.
NEW HEART
- God says He gives man a new heart:
Eze 36:26 - A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out
of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.
- God commands man to make his own new heart:
Eze 18:31 - Cast away from yourselves all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make yourself a ne
w heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel?
RECONCILIATION:
- God reconciles the world unto Himself:
2Co 5:19 - To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself
- God commands men to reconcile themselves unto God:
2Co 5:20 - God did beseech you by us: we beg you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.
BEING SAVED:
- Jesus saves men:
Mt 1:21 - JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.
- God commands men to save themselves:
Ac 2:40 - And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.
PURIFICATION
- God purifies men through revelation:
Eph 5:26 - That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,
- Men purify themselves through obedience to revelation:
1Pe 1:22 - Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth
PURGING:
Men purge themselves:
2Ti 2:21 - If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the ma
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ster's use, and prepared unto every good work.
1Co 5:7 - Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened.
God purges men:
Heb 9:14 - How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
SALVATION REQUIRES THE CO-OPERATION OF MAN! God wants all to be saved, but man must make a freewill de
cision to turn from all his sinning and put his faith in Jesus Christ.
All of these scriptures simply go to prove the biblical doctrine of synergy, and are utterly opposed to a calvinistic monergi
sm. God calls men, convicts men, pleads with men, all to influence their freewills to voluntarily surrender their lives to Hi
m, so that they give their hearts voluntarily to Jesus Christ.
-----------------------GOD WANTS ALL TO BE SAVED, BUT IT ULTIMATELY DEPENDS ON MAN'S FREEWILL:
Isaiah 30:15-16 - For thus said the Lord Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel, In repenting and rest shall ye be saved; in quie
tness and in confidence shall be your strength. And ye would not: but ye said, No
Also consider:
If it were God's choice, everyone would repent and be saved, God's will is not that anyone should sin or continue in sin:
Acts 17:30 - And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:
2Pe 3:9 - The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, n
ot willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
But it's man's choice to repent and believe:
De 30:19 - I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that I have set before thee life and death, the blessing
and the curse: therefore choose life, that thou mayest live, thou and thy seed;
Jos 24:15 - And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,
Mt 23:37 - O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!
Lu 7:30 - But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.
Lu 13:34 - O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how often woul
d I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not!
John 5:40 - But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.
Ac 7:51 - You stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so
do you.
Revelation 2:21 - And I gave her time that she should repent; and she willeth not to repent.
Re 22:17 - And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
God's Holy Will is not for any man to live in sin, die in sin, and go to hell for sin. God's Holy Will is that all men give up th
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eir sinning, trust in Jesus, and spend eternity with Him - a loving God.
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2007/8/7 15:38
Just want to insert this thought into this discussion for your consideration: the NT writings are addressed to the 'saints' n
ot the sinners...something to think about when you consider yourself a 'sinner'...
EDIT: something to consider: what makes a person a saint? or a sinner?
ginnyrose
Re: - posted by Isaiah64, on: 2007/8/7 16:31
Quote:
-------------------------How many times did Paul lament the battle between his flesh and his spirit?
-------------------------

As far as I can remember right now, only once (Rom 7:14-25).

Quote:
-------------------------Paul said that the things he didnt want to do... he did. And the things he knew he should do... he didnt.
-------------------------

"O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our L
ord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin."
(Rom 7:24-25)
"For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law
could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, c
ondemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit."
(Rom 8:2-4)
"Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblamably we behaved ourselves among you that believe...
"
(1Th 2:10)
"And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offense toward God, and toward men."
(Act 24:16)
"Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ."
(1Co 11:1)
"Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfe
cting holiness in the fear of God."
(2Co 7:1)
"Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exc
eeding joy, To the only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen."
(Jud 1:24-25)

Quote:
------------------------- I think when people confuse holiness with sinless perfection they can become very frustrated with their walk. I believe anyone who
says they have reached sinless perfection (and I know some! Met one on here a few weeks ago) they had better watch their back because the sin of p
ride may well be sneaking up behind them.
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If we ever did reach a state of sinless perfection in this life, we would no longer need God's grace and mercy... which are the main ingredients of salvat
ion.
-------------------------

I don't really want to open up another long debate which leads to more contention, division, and misunderstanding.
But it really grieves my heart to see Christians repeatedly bringing up the same straw-man arguments against the doctri
ne of "entire sanctification," or what some derisively call "sinless perfection."
:cry:
Can we not at least make an effort to listen to the arguments of brothers and sisters who we disagree with BEFORE co
ming to conclusions and begin attacking gross distortions/misrepresentations?

Re: - posted by running2win (), on: 2007/8/7 16:32
Hi ginnyrose.
Just my bit on your inserted thought, being a sinner is a state of being. We will all be sinners on this earth. Even though
we are saints. (Just a side note, but I think that the closer we are to God the more we see our sinfulness, as we see in
Paul calling himself the chiefest of sinners.)But even though we are sinners doesn't mean we sin (action). Now hear me
out, I'm not saying we suddenly become immuned to sin or lose the ability to sin. There will always be the opportunity for
each and every one of us to sin while we live on this earth, even Jesus could have sinned, but we can in the power of th
e Holy Ghost live totally above sin. I hope that makes sense :-o
Re:, on: 2007/8/7 16:49
Quote:
-------------------------I don't really want to open up another long debate which leads to more contention, division, and misunderstanding. But...
-------------------------

So if you dont want to... then dont. :-)
This is going to sound arrogant, but I dont know how else to word this... either I have done a poor job of expressing mys
elf, or you're grossly misunderstanding me, OR... you have a very poor understanding of scripture.
As best as I can, I dont present "strawman arguments" on things like this, unless you consider scripture to be a straw ma
n, which I am positive that you dont.
Isaiah... are you saying that something being mentioned only once in the Bible means it doesnt matter and isnt important
, and is not "given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness"? Last time I checked, that passage started out with the word ALL at the beginning.
I tend to think this is a simple matter of you hastily reading what i am saying and not taking the time to try and understan
d. If you're interested in understanding my point, you could just ask for clarification before you get sad. :-)
Krispy
Re: - posted by running2win (), on: 2007/8/7 17:07
Thank you for your post Isaiah64.
I've often wondered why people so react to what they call "the doctrine of sinless perfection" but which I understand to
be, like you said, entire sanctification. I think maybe some mistake those that hold to the doctrine of entire sanctification
as believing that we eventually come to the place where (like some say) we cannot sin. We somehow arrive at this
spiritual hight where we are beyond sin. That's stretching things pretty far to get that out of what the entire sanctification
camp says.
I've taken part of this post out for the sake of not seeming contentious. It was not at all meant that way but it might have
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come across that way so I think it best to omit that portion of this post.
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/8/7 17:24
For over 4000 years, from the 10 commandments to Moses Law to the Cross of Christ, God has been trying to get man
to save himself and he would not, and can not. Only Christ saves and only God sends those that are Christs', to Him.
Jhn 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last
day. The word "draw" latterly to drag.
Not one wants to be saved. Romans 3:11-26 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their ways: And
the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear of God before their eyes. Now we know that what things soever
the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become
guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the
prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for
there is no difference: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare
his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time
his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
How are we justified, "believeth in Jesus".
Man cannot choose Jesus in himself, the only free will man has is to choose hell. God finally gave up after 4000 years
and chose to birth His Son in the ones that He would cause to believe that Jesus Christ is His Son. Born again of Spirit
and Water. The Spirit of "Christ in you the hope of Glory", this is the only hope of salvation. The living water Himself
given that we might never thirst again.
It is not I who died, but Christ who died. Him being the only One that could take the Ones that God has give Him to the
Cross with Him that we might be dead to sin as He is.
Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the
works of the law shall no flesh be justified.
We cannot be a sinner and also be justified by Christ. Galatians 2:17-19 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ,
we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. For if I build again the things
which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.
That is why we are dead to sin. It is no longer us who lives, it is Christ who lives in us with the Holy Spirit and the
Father also.
Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Jhn 14:23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and
we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.
Jhn 14:17 the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye kno
w him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit in you. This is the New Creature God has birthed and we are call
ed Christ-Ones, Christians.
In Christ: Phillip
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Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/8/7 18:44
Here is my understanding.
Romans 6:17-18 YLT
and thanks to God, that ye were servants of the sin, and--were obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which
ye were delivered up; and having been freed from the sin, ye became servants to the righteousness.
I used Young's Literal Translation because it brings out well how Sin is personified in Romans 6.
I'm sure we all agree that Romans 6 is a great chapter. Our great delivernace from, as one version puts it, "the tyranny
of Sin" is proclaimed by our baptism with Christ into death.
I selected these verses above because they show my view of how we are saved from sin.
1) ye were servants of the sin Unconverted men are servants of sin. By nature the unconverted are children of wrath a
nd have a spirit or life of disobedience pushing them onward into sin. Men are seemingly beyond reason as they thrust t
hemselves into more depravity, (John 8:34;Eph. 2:2-3)
2) the form of teaching to which ye were delivered up The Word of God must be delivered up to the unconverted. Th
e Gospel is the power of God to salvation. Without this power being manifest through resurection life, no power will be m
anifest to deliver the unconverted from sin since they are in total bondage to it's power as a bondslave to a master. The
expression of Christ must be manifest for this very reason. When a Christian walks in resurection life this may provoke t
he unconverted to jealousy, especially for the religous since they outwardly seek the One who demands inward obedien
ce. When the outward seeker sees truth manifest in the inward parts of another, they may very well hunger and thirst for
true rightoueness and be filled. (Rom. 1:16;John 8:33-34;Rom. 10:19, 11:11; Matt 5:6)
3) were obedient from the heart The unconverted must obey the word that was delivered to them. Faith comes throug
h the word and we must obey the word that comes to us. This is faith. With every revelation of Christ we have, we have
a responsibility. The more revelation we wrongly respond to the more wrath we may build up. Even if one is in complete
disaray and serpents all around them, they must fix their eyes on Christ. No one else can do this for them, they must do i
t themselves. This trust and obedience must be authentic and with no double mind. (Heb 5:9; Rom 10:17; 2Thes 1:8; Lu
ke 10:12; Heb 6:4-6; Rom 2:5;John 3; James 4:8)
4) and having been freed from the sin, ye became servants to the righteousness.
Christ sets them free, not against their desire but because they want it. The verb is in the passive voice which means tha
t the subject is the one that is being acted on. In this case, "ye" is the subject which means the "ye" was set free from sin
. I know that sounds obvious, but if someone was set free and the voice is passive it would only follow that they didn't set
themselves free. If that was the case rather than "being set free", we would have been "setting ourselves free." (Romans
6:18)
In summary:
1) Man is enslaved to sin.
2) God sends forth His word.
3) Man believes.
4) God, Himself, sets them free from bondage.
In Acts chapter 2 you can see this transaction between God and Man.
Note: Saving yourself from a generation isn't the same as saving yourself from sin.

Page 12/42

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Holiness Possible Today?

Re: krispy - posted by Isaiah64, on: 2007/8/8 0:33
Straw man argument(from wikipedia.org): A straw man argument is an informal fallacy based on misrepresentation of a
n opponent's position. To "set up a straw man" or "set up a straw man argument" is to create a position that is easy to re
fute, then attribute that position to the opponent.
In this case, it would be a misunderstanding of the position and arguments of those who believe in being purely sanctifie
d. And I wasn't refering to you only, but many Christians out there who attempt to refute "entire sanctification" without re
ally understanding what we mean by the term.

Quote:
-------------------------Isaiah... are you saying that something being mentioned only once in the Bible means it doesnt matter and isnt important...
-------------------------

No, brother, I was pointing out that Paul only lamented his inability to have victory over the flesh ONCE because he WA
S able to obtain victory. Though not by his own fleshly, legalistic efforts, but through Christ. The law of the Spirit of life se
t him free from the law of sin and death.
No matter what your view is on Romans 7:14-25 (whether Paul was speaking as a regenerate or unregenerate person),
you can clearly see that he obtained victory over sin if you read the verses in their proper context, in the light of the prec
eding and following chapters.
God bless you brother, have a blessed day! :-)
Re: Holiness Possible Today? - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2007/8/8 0:44
SANCTIFICATION

The twofold message of the gospel is summed up in the words of Jesus to the woman caught in sin:
(i) I do not condemn you; and (ii) Do not sin any more. (Jn. 8:11).
Justification is the starting line of the Christian race and sanctification is the track on which the race is run. The word
`sanctify' means to be set apart. And so sanctification is the process of being set apart increasingly from sin, the world
and our own self-life.
The whole purpose of our coming to Christ is in order that we might be sanctified - just as the whole purpose of an
athlete coming to the starting line of a race is to take part in the race. It's pointless an athlete joining others at the
starting line if he doesn't intend taking part in the race itself!

God's Purpose For Us
Most of us came to Christ at first with some selfish motive - to get some benefit for ourselves - perhaps healing, or
deliverance from hellfire. But God still received us, in spite of that selfish motive. The father of the prodigal son loved him
so much, that he welcomed him back, even though the son had come home only to fill his stomach. That's how good
God is!
But it would be really sad if we continued in the Christian life, only because we wanted to go to heaven. As we
understand more of God's purpose for our lives, we should long to fulfil that totally. Paul's prayer for the Christians at
Ephesus was that they would have the eyes of their heart opened to see `the hope of His calling' (Eph. 1:18).
Romans 8:29,30 tells us what the hope of His calling is. "Whom God foreknew, He also predestined to become
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren."

Page 13/42

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Holiness Possible Today?

God's purpose is that we might be transformed into the likeness of Jesus. That is what sanctification is all about - to
become like Jesus increasingly. This is the Christian race that we are exhorted to run, fixing our eyes on Jesus Who has
run the same race ahead of us (Heb. 12:1,2).

Finishing With Sin
The first step in this race is to stop sinning consciously. Under the Law, there was no exhortation to stop sinning. But
under the new covenant, all the apostles are agreed that the twofold message of the gospel is exactly as Jesus put it :
freedom from condemnation and ceasing from sin.
Paul says, "Stop sinning" (1 Cor. 15:34). John says, "I am writing these things to you that you may not sin" (1 Jn. 2:1).
Peter also exhorts us to `cease from sin' (1 Pet. 4:1).
After explaining justification by faith in Romans 5, Paul asks this question, "What shall we say then? Are we to continue
in sin that grace may increase?" (Rom. 6:1). And again (with greater force this time), "What then? Shall we sin even
once?" (Rom. 6:15 -Literal). The answer in both cases is a resounding `No'. We should seek not to sin even once, any
more.
Does that sound like a heavy, burdensome message? It can be burdensome only to those who want to keep on sinning!
But it's a joyful message of liberation to those who are sick and tired of sin's captivity. Any prisoner would be delighted if
he heard a message that he could be free. That wouldn't sound burdensome to him, would it?
Jesus was anointed to proclaim "release to the captives (of sin) and to set free those who are trodden down (by Satan)"
(Lk. 4:18).
The glorious new-covenant promise is : "Sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law (the old covenant),
but under grace (the new covenant established by Jesus)" (Rom. 6:14). The first step to victory is to believe that such a
life is possible for you.

Temptation and Sin
There is a difference between being tempted and sinning. The Bible says, "Each one is tempted when he is enticed by
his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin" (Jas.1:14,15). Sin is not born in our heart, until the
desire of our flesh has been allowed to conceive. When Satan or the flesh flash a suggestion into our mind, we are
tempted. If our mind agrees with that temptation, then a conception takes place and sin is born.
To be tempted doesn't make us evil. Even Jesus Himself was tempted. But He never sinned even once in any way, and
so He was totally pure.
The Scripture says that Jesus was "made like His brethren in all things" and "tempted in ALL THINGS as we are" (Heb.
2:17; 4:15). He was tempted exactly like us, yet He never sinned.
That may not sound very wonderful to some of us, because we may feel that Jesus, being God, could naturally
overcome sin easily. But remember, He had "emptied Himself" of the prerogatives of equality with God, when He came
to earth (Phil. 2:6,7). Although He was God, yet while He lived on earth as a man, He had access only to the same
power of the Holy Spirit that He offers us today. That's why we are told to run the race, "fixing our eyes on Jesus." In our
"striving against sin" today, we can look at His example and be encouraged (Heb. 12:2-4). That's because He overcame
each temptation that we face, as a Man too. Thus He has become a Forerunner and an Example for us to follow (Heb.
6:20).
This is "the secret of godliness......- Christ came in the flesh ....... and was declared righteous in the spirit" (1 Tim. 3:16).
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Although He had our flesh, He kept His spirit pure throughout His life.
This is what gives us hope that we too can overcome as He overcame. For He has "inaugurated a new and living way
through the flesh" for us, in which we can follow Him (Heb. 10:20). This is the way of sanctification.

The Old Man and The New Man
We have already seen how the old man was like an unfaithful servant who allowed the thieves to enter the home. That
old man however has been crucified, put off and buried. There is a new man now within us, who says, "Behold I have
come to do Thy will, O God" (Heb. 10:7).
Yet we know that it's possible for a disciple of Jesus to sin. But there is a difference between a disciple sinning and an
unbeliever sinning, just as there is a difference between a cat falling into dirty water and a pig choosing to jump into the
dirty water! The cat hates the dirty water, but may fall into it accidentally. The pig, however, loves it. It's all a question of
nature. The disciple of Jesus has a new nature that loves purity and hates sin.
The old man wants to sin. The new man never wants to sin. But if the new man is not strong enough, he may not be
able to keep the door of his heart shut against the desires of the flesh. That's not because he wants those desires. No.
But because he is not strong enough to resist them. This may be, because he has not fed himself sufficiently on the
Word of God, or because he has not strengthened himself through prayer.
So, there's a difference between committing sin and falling into sin. It's important to know this difference; for we can then
avoid a lot of unnecessary feelings of condemnation in our heart.
The Bible says that "the one who practises sin (that is, one who keeps on committing sin deliberately) is of the devil" (1
Jn. 3:8). On the other hand, he writes to believers saying, "If anyone sins (that is, if one falls into sin accidentally), we
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He is the propitiation for our sins" (1 Jn. 2:1,2).

Conscious and Unconscious Sin
There is also a difference between falling into sin and having sin. To have sin is to have unconscious sin in our
personality - sin that we ourselves are unaware of, even though others who are more mature than us may be able to
notice it in us. But such unconscious sin need never make us feel guilty. For God's Word says, "sin is not imputed when
there is no law" (Rom. 5:13). (This also means that God does not impute sin to us when there is no awareness of sin in
our conscious mind).
We shall have unconscious sin in us, until our dying day - to a lesser and lesser degree, however, if we walk in the light.
The Bible says, "If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves," (1 Jn. 1:8). One who says that he has no
sin is actually claiming that he has already become perfect like Christ. But God's Word says that we shall "be like Him",
only when He returns - not before that (1 Jn. 3:2). Those who claim to be totally sanctified and perfect already are
therefore only deceiving themselves.
Unconscious sin however needs to be cleansed; and "the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all (unconscious) sin"
too, as long as we walk in the light of God (1 Jn. 1:7). So we can stand boldly now, in the presence of an infinitely Holy
God, without any fear.
Such is the power of the blood of Christ to justify us. Hallelujah!

Mercy and Grace
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We are told to come boldly "to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace to help in time of need"
(Heb. 4:16). Mercy and grace are not the same. Mercy refers to the forgiveness of our sins. That relates to our past. But
we also need grace - for our time of need, in the future.
Our time of need is when we are tempted, when we are about to fall - just like Peter, when he was about to sink in the
sea of Galilee (Matt. 14:30). That's when we should cry out for grace; and just as Jesus stretched out His hand
immediately to hold Peter, we'll find that we get grace too, so that we stand and don't fall.
There are wonderful promises in God's Word that assure us that God will keep us from falling. Just look at some of
these:
First of all, God promises that He will never allow us to be tempted by any temptation that is too strong for us to
overcome: "God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will
provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it" (1 Cor. 10:13).
God's Word also says : "He is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory
blameless" (Jude 24).
With these and many other wonderful promises given us in God's Word, there is no need for us to sin any more. Our life
can henceforth be lived to do the will of God alone (as it says in 1 Peter 4:2).

Progressive Sanctification
Jesus told His apostles to teach others to obey all that He had commanded (Matt. 28:20). One who loves the Lord will
first of all seek with all his heart to find out what those commandments are; and then he will seek to obey them (John
14:21).
Under the Law, God gave man commandments, but not the power to obey them. Why then did God give the Law? Only
in order that man might discover that he's unable to come up to God's standards, and thus see his need of a Saviour
and a Helper. "The Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ" (Gal. 3:24).
But now God has made a new covenant with man. And He has given us, not only commandments, but also an Example
in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus demonstrated by His earthly life that it is possible for us to obey all of
God's commandments.
God has also promised under the new covenant to put His Laws into our minds and to write them upon our hearts (Heb.
8:10). He does this through the Holy Spirit dwelling in us. The Holy Spirit is our Helper Who not only shows us what the
will of God is, but also gives us a desire to do that will and grace to obey all of it too.
God is the One Who is going to sanctify us entirely (1 Thess. 5:23). We can't do it on our own. We have to depend on
Him - for He is the One Who works in us giving us both the desire as well as the ability to do His will. But we have to
"work out our salvation with fear and trembling" (Phil. 2:12,13). We have to work out what God works in, for He hasn't
turned us into robots!
God cleanses us from the guilt of sin. But we are commanded to "cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God" (2 Cor. 7:1). We have to do this, as and when we get light on any defilement
within us.
It is thus, as we "by the Spirit, put to death the deeds of the body" (Rom. 8:13) that the fruit of the Spirit - love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control - will become more and more manifest in
us. This is what it means to be transformed into the likeness of Christ.
Thus our path will become one of increasing light (Prov. 4:18). This is the glorious way of sanctification that God has
made for us.
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Zac Poonen
(http://www.cfcindia.com/web/mainpages/book_window.php?booka_good_foundation) A Good Foundation
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/8/8 2:01
It is the Holy Spirit that brings the word to the believer, sent forth from the Father by the prayer of Christ. He is not
Christ.
Jhn 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
Jhn 14:26 But the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
Jhn 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, which proceed
eth from the Father, he shall testify of me:
Jhn 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
Jhn 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself;
but whatsoever he shall hear, shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
The Holy Spirit guides us into all truth, He only speaks what He hears, He shows us things that are to come, He testifie
s of Christ, The Father sends Him to make the things that Christ said come forth in our hearts.
This is how God sends forth His Word and His Word is Christ shed abroad in our hearts.
Man believes what the Holy Spirit has put in his mind, Then the Father gives birth to His Son in us because we believe.
That Birth brings The Faith of Christ into our life, for He is now our life. Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevert
heless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Then He becomes our wisdom, our righteousness, our justification and our redemption.
This is our birth into these that are of God the Father.
1 Corinthians 1:29-31 That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth,
let him glory in the Lord.
Ye must be born again. Jhn 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
Jhn 3:7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.
1Pe 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever. Christ is the Word.
These are the born again. 1Jo 3:9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and h
e cannot sin, because he is born of God.
1Jo 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.
1Jo 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him
also that is begotten of him.
1Jo 5:4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, our faith.
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1Jo 5:18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that w
icked one toucheth him not.
I see none of this in Acts 2. Except the Holy Spirit came. From that time to Paul, the Holy Spirit was misused to do their
bidding. He is still being misused and will continue unless the church learn that the Spirit of Christ and the Holy Spirit ar
e different, as is the Father.
Paul makes it very clear, he speaks of Christ in you over 200 times and especially 147 time the in Christ statement is me
ntioned and elaborated upon. It is truly Christ in you that is the hope of Glory. Christ in us and us in Christ and the Holy
Spirit in us also and the Father also, abiding in us to make us whole in Christ. Know this now. Rom 8:9 But ye are not i
n the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of his.
Rom 8:10 And if Christ in you, the body dead because of sin; but the Spirit life because of righteousness.
Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
Rom 15:29 And I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.

In Christ: Phillip

Re:Sanctification - posted by Peacemaker (), on: 2007/8/8 2:06
"And He has given us, not only commandments, but also an Example in the person of our Lord Jesus"

Is it really about copying Jesus as a supreme example with the Holy Spirit giving us an extra boost of desire to be holy unlike the challenges of keeping the law - don't we just become more likely to be either exalted because of our success,
or depressed in despair because of our failure? What is the difference between trying to live up to the law vs living up to
the example of Jesus?
Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2007/8/8 5:30
Brother Robert asks:

Quote:
-------------------------What is the difference between trying to live up to the law vs living up to the example of Jesus?
-------------------------

The "example of Jesus" is not predicated or defined by the naratives given to us in Scripture, rather it is the "process" by
which Jesus demonstated to us in those naratives. Jesus followed the Spirit of God perfectly. Jesus demonstrated to u
s how to 'use the law of the Spirit" to overcome the works of Satan our former master.
In Christ
Jeff
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Re:, on: 2007/8/8 8:03
Quote:
-------------------------God finally gave up after 4000 years and chose to birth His Son in the ones that He would cause to believe that Jesus Christ is His
Son.
-------------------------

Wow... thats a poor understanding of scripture!
God did not "give up". Christ and his sacrifice for mankind was prophecied from the very beginning of time, therefore, it
was His plan from the foundation of the earth.
God didnt just wake up one day and realize that we were never gonna "get it"...
And He didnt "birth His Son"... His Son already existed. Jesus humbled Himself and became flesh. Jesus has always exi
sted. John 1:1
Krispy
Re: - posted by running2win (), on: 2007/8/8 8:43
Quote:
-------------------------Wow... that's a poor understanding of scripture
-------------------------

I too was alarmed by that statement. Jesus is referred to as the Lamb that was slain from the foundation of the world. I d
on't understand God's timing on the whole thing and why He waited for 4000 years to send Jesus into the world but I do
know that He had it all planned out from the start.

Quote:
-------------------------We cannot be a sinner and also be justified by Christ.
-------------------------

How so? Why then did Paul profess himself to be the chiefest (KJV) of sinners? I'm an american, but I don't do what the
"normal" american does. For instance, I don't go to the theater, I don't go to the bar, I don't go to the beach where the pe
ople are all parrading around half naked, I don't eat pizza :-P- but that doesn't change the fact that I'm still american. If s
omeone has no concept of how much of an unworthy sinner they are then I wonder whether or not they've ever been bor
n again.
To say that after I'm saved I'm no longer a sinner is to say that I no longer have need of Christ. Being a sinner is totally d
ifferent from being a person who lives in willful sin and is at perfect enmity with God.
It is good to note however that one who lives in constant sin is also referred to as a sinner, yet in a different sense. One
who's life is consumed by sin. Who commits sin willfully and constantly inspite of the knowledge of truth.
There is a HUGE difference between that and the way Paul used the title in referrence to himself.
We as the children of God are saints, yes. But we are also sinners still too. Unless Paul didn't understand this m
atter as well as we do! :-o
Re: Question, on: 2007/8/8 9:22
I have a question...
Why is it that when holiness is discussed, itÂ’s always about "them" out there? Or the discussion is about, "how unholy t
he church is..." orÂ” I can't believe how other Christians can use certain scriptures as an excuse to live unholy lives!" Or
maybe itÂ’s...
"God I thank you that I'm not like those other lukewarm Christians, I don't drink, I don't smoke, I don't read Harry Potter, I
am disciplined enough to have a daily devotional life, I have surrendered all to you Oh GOD!"
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-------------------------------------------------I think we would all agree that holiness is Christ. He is the standard (which is a poor way of putting it) His life, His charac
ter, Him...He is our holiness!
I don't care where we are in are walk, and how mature we think we are, if we beheld Christ in all His glory, we would all f
all down at His feet and cry, woe is me I am undone.
Every preacher on this web site would do the same. Every man and woman of God from the beginning of time would fall
down at His feet and cry "woe is me, I am undone.
He is the standard. No man, or man's teaching is the standard. Christ himself is the standard, and no matter how far we
get in this life in being conformed to His image, we are still light years from where He is...He is God you know.
So I think we would do well to not be like the pious Pharisee and pray with ourselves, but we should be like the humble
man who knew who he was apart from Christ and cried " God be merciful to me, a sinner"
He is the one that went home justified. He is the one that went home with the power of God in his life.

Re:, on: 2007/8/8 10:51
I dont know... I havent gotten that impression from anyone here. Heck, I'm arguing that none of us here are sinless, espe
cially me.
Be careful that you dont become a pharisee calling others "pharisees".
Krispy
Re: - posted by BenBrockway, on: 2007/8/8 10:57
Quote:
------------------------KrispyKrittr wrote:
Heck, I'm arguing that none of us here are sinless, especially me.
Be careful that you dont become a pharisee calling others "pharisees".
Krispy
-------------------------

AMEN!
Re:, on: 2007/8/8 11:10
To them who argue that since Paul only mentioned struggling with his flesh once in scripture (which isnt true)... if we
dont struggle with the flesh, and with sin, on a daily basis... why did Jesus say:
Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow me.
Taking up our cross daily means that every single day we must gain the victory over sin, thru the Spirit. There IS a strug
gle. We're in a war. Unfortunately we may not win every battle, but there is grace from the throne above. Sometimes I lo
se yardage... every day is not a first down for me. I'm glad some of you live in that kind of victory, but average joe's like
me have to fight and claw for every inch we gain down field.
And when I die and meet my Lord face to face... thats when I'll do my touchdown dance.
I'm just wondering if when I get there... should I just kick the extra point, or go for two??
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Krispy
Re: - posted by Isaiah64, on: 2007/8/8 12:44
Quote:
-------------------------To them who argue that since Paul only mentioned struggling with his flesh once in scripture (which isnt true)...
-------------------------

I don't know...maybe I haven't seen it or can't remember it right now, but can you please show me another example from
Scripture where Paul laments his inability to have victory over the flesh?

Quote:
-------------------------Taking up our cross daily means that every single day we must gain the victory over sin, thru the Spirit. There IS a struggle. We're i
n a war. Unfortunately we may not win every battle, but there is grace from the throne above. Sometimes I lose yardage... every day is not a first down
for me. I'm glad some of you live in that kind of victory, but average joe's like me have to fight and claw for every inch we gain down field.
-------------------------

This is why I say you misunderstand the position of those who believe that the Scripture clearly teaches entire sanctificat
ion. In no way do I believe that you will ever on this earth get to a place where you CANNOT sin. As Leonard Ravenhill s
aid, "It's not the inability to sin, it's the ability NOT to sin." It doesn't mean you won't be tempted (our Lord Jesus was te
mpted), it doesn't mean life won't be a struggle. But the Lord can do such a work in your heart, and His presence can be
so real in your life, and the love of God can be so perfected in your soul, that you wll be able to live in victory daily. Can
you fall from being purely sanctified? Yes you can. It's a daily walk with the Lord, and you always have to be on your gua
rd, taking heed lest you fall. But I don't know about you, but it would be a little hard to sin for me if I were in the very pres
ence of Christ.
I wonder what you would say about the following verses (which I previously pointed out)?
"Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblamably we behaved ourselves among you that believe...
"
(1Th 2:10)
"And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offense toward God, and toward men."
(Act 24:16)
"Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ."
(1Co 11:1)

"Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exc
eeding joy, To the only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen."
(Jud 1:24-25)

Especially this one:
"Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfe
cting holiness in the fear of God."
(2Co 7:1)
Remember, "all" means all. :-)
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Re:, on: 2007/8/8 13:00
Isaiah64..
a few questions for you.
1) I walk in holiness with a clear conscience towards God with no willful/deliberate/continual/known sin in my life. How is
this different then what you are saying, if it is. I do not claim complete sanctification, should I tag on the label? Would i
need to add an extra point of doctrine on to the reality of my walk first?
2) You mention that people misunderstand what is spoken of when people are talking entire sanctification, Christian
perfection and sinless perfection. Perhaps you do to, as do I, because we all START with suppositions of what holiness,
perfection, etc mean and build are case without talking about if our base definition is hermeneutically correct throughout
the NT.
3) Someone can fall from complete sanctification? If complete sanctification is defined as some very well known
members of SI have been defining it lately this is quite absurd. If someone "falls from complete sanctification" then they
are no different then the person walking with no know sin in their life for a period of time and then having a revelation or
exposing of something in them that is fallen short... only they piously take up the label of "completely sanctified" as
religion would have it. (When in reality there is no difference to this supposed state they were in other then the label
attached to it and we all have read that the kingdom of God is not in word but in power)

4) I would like to leave this quote from Greg Gordon

Quote:
-------------------------Yes we can be free from conscious sin for a short time but unconscious sin will damn us to hell just as easily. Oh thank God for His
mercy and death on the cross of Jesus Christ. There will be a day when we are glorified in the Son and will be free from sin fully.
-------------------------

I look forward to your answers, perhaps I have a misconception of what some mean by using certain terms... perhaps so
me just throw labels around loosely.
In Christ - Jim
Re:, on: 2007/8/8 14:37
Here is a question that gets to the root of this issue:
If we cannot stop sinning (sin no more) which sin cannot we stop? Specifically, which sin can't we stop?
If we cannot live righteous and godly in this present life, that implies that we must always be unrighteous and ungodly in
this present life. But what form of unrighteousness and ungodliness can't we give up?
What sin, what unrighteousness, what ungodliness can't Jesus save us from??
Let's be specific.
Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2007/8/8 14:59
Quote:
-------------------------Let's be specific
-------------------------

You must realize the difference between conscious and unconscious sin - because the Scriptures make a clear distinctio
n. You will always have sin and unrighteousness because you will always fall short of the infinite perfection, faith and Gl
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ory of God and anything less according to Scripture is sin. You must be saved from all known sin and walk in that state o
r you are not saved. If you walk with a clean heart, a pure conscience and free from any known sin, loving God will all of
your heart mind, soul and strength then you are living righteous and godly in this life - this is the normal Christian life - w
alking in Romans Chapter 8 as a living reality in your life.
Patrick
www.revivalarmy.com
Re:, on: 2007/8/8 15:12
Specifically, which sins can your conscience be ignorant of?
-------------------------You also seem to think that God is going to hold us to a standard higher then we are capable of. Finite creatures will not
be accountable to an infinite standard. God requires of us only what we are capable of, God holds us accountable only t
o what is possible for us. "Love..with all thy" is the sum of moral obligation.
God expects and requires from each individual exactly what that individual is capable of, no more and no less.

Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2007/8/8 15:27
Anything that falls short of the infinite, perfection, faith and Glory of God is, according to Scripture, sin- so unless you sa
y that you do not fall short of the infinite, perfection, faith and Glory of God then you my brother have unconscious sin ac
cording to the Scriptures. That's where the rubber hits the road!

Patrick
www.revivalarmy.com
Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2007/8/8 15:37
If you ask God to show you where in your life you fall short of the infinite perfection of Jesus Christ I am sure that He will
be glad to be very specific.
Unless of course you claim to not fall short of the infinite perfection of Jesus Christ in anyway the that work of God showi
ng you where you fall short of Christ's infinite perfection is done in your life.
Patrick
www.revivalarmy.com
Re:, on: 2007/8/8 15:39
Quote:
-------------------------I don't know...maybe I haven't seen it or can't remember it right now, but can you please show me another example from Scripture
where Paul laments his inability to have victory over the flesh?
-------------------------

Ah... see, this is where you're not understanding me. There is a difference between struggle and victory. You can struggl
e and still have victory.
So, are you telling us that you have no sin in your life? You're living in total victory?
If the answer is "no", then how do you know that it's possible to reach victory over all sin?
And what do you do with this verse? Does it no longer apply to you if you have complete and total victory over all sin (sin
lessness)?
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1 John 2:1-2 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate w
ith the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sin
s of the whole world.
And since we're discussing Paul admitting that he daily struggled with his flesh (just as Jesus said we would), can you s
how me where Paul declares his total victory over his flesh?
And by the way, I think I've been accused on this thread, if not directly then indirectly, of using my position on this as an
excuse to sin. If any one thinks that... shame on you. I say that with love, but I say it firmly. Anyone who has been here f
or any length of time should know me better than that.
Krispy

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/8/8 15:40
I meant to mention this eariler.

Quote:
-------------------------NEW HEART
- God says He gives man a new heart:
Eze 36:26 - A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give y
ou an heart of flesh.
- God commands man to make his own new heart:
Eze 18:31 - Cast away from yourselves all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make yourself a new heart and a new spirit: for w
hy will ye die, O house of Israel?
-------------------------

Do you honestly believe those are referring to the same thing? If you do, do you see what the implications are? If they
are the same, then the new covenant really isn't new in nature. If they could receive a new heart in the same manner an
d in the same way in the old covenant as one does in the new covenant, then only things that have changed are a few ru
les. Possibly, unless you believe like dmatic. If you believe that the OT saints received a new heart just like us, then rea
lly there can't be much of a difference. I know you may say that we are now under a "law of love" but I honestly can't sw
allow that the OT saints didn't love God in a real way.
Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/8/8 15:43
Quote:
-------------------------Anything that falls short of the infinite, perfection, faith and Glory of God is, according to Scripture, sin- so unless you say that you d
o not fall short of the infinite, perfection, faith and Glory of God then you my brother have unconscious sin according to the Scriptures.
-------------------------

Do you believe we will alway sin in heaven? Do all the angels sin? I don't believe the answer to either question is anythi
ng but "no." None can compare to God- ever.
Re:, on: 2007/8/8 15:44
Quote:
-------------------------This is why I say you misunderstand the position of those who believe that the Scripture clearly teaches entire sanctification. In no
way do I believe that you will ever on this earth get to a place where you CANNOT sin. As Leonard Ravenhill said, "It's not the inability to sin, it's the a
bility NOT to sin." It doesn't mean you won't be tempted (our Lord Jesus was tempted), it doesn't mean life won't be a struggle. But the Lord can do su
ch a work in your heart, and His presence can be so real in your life, and the love of God can be so perfected in your soul, that you wll be able to live i
n victory daily. Can you fall from being purely sanctified? Yes you can. It's a daily walk with the Lord, and you always have to be on your guard, taking
heed lest you fall. But I don't know about you, but it would be a little hard to sin for me if I were in the very presence of Christ.
-------------------------
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I think I can go along with that. See... I've actually met people who have told me that they have reached sinless perfectio
n. One actually told me this as he was driving 70 in a 60 mph zone. Thats no joke! He really did... and you just know I po
inted out his speed to him when he told me this.
... and dont you know he tried to justify his speeding.
I've run into people like this a lot. So if I'm misunderstanding you, thats why. But I think I'm beginning to see a little cleare
r your position.
But those who claim sinless perfection, as some do, always strike me as a tad prideful... and legalistic.
Krispy
Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/8/8 15:51
Patrick,
Please receive this in the way I mean it. I don't mean it to just stir up things.

Quote:
-------------------------You must be saved from all known sin and walk in that state or you are not saved.
-------------------------

Quote:
-------------------------Anything that falls short of the infinite, perfection, faith and Glory of God is, according to Scripture, sin- so unless you say that you d
o not fall short of the infinite, perfection, faith and Glory of God then you my brother have unconscious sin according to the Scriptures.
-------------------------

So are you saying you are conscious that you have known sin? Does that mean the first quote applies to you? :-? I do
n't see how both quotes can be entirely true in your way of thinking.
Does this not mean that if I admit the first, I'm lying. And if I admit the second, I'm not saved?
Re:, on: 2007/8/8 15:56
Quote:
-------------------------Anything that falls short of the infinite, perfection, faith and Glory of God is, according to Scripture, sin
-------------------------

Patrick,
You are saying that if a finite creature does anything short of infinite perfection, it is sin.
1. Do you think anyone will ever be infinitely perfect like God is infinitely perfect?
Will you be infinitely perfect in heaven, as God is infinitely perfect?
2. And do you think that a finite creature who fails to be infinitely perfect is sinning?
3. And if, even in Heaven, we will not be infinitely perfect as God is infinitely perfect, would you say that God allows sin i
nto Heaven?
According to you, we either must become infinitely perfect as God is before going to Heaven, or else God let's sin into H
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eaven.
I don't believe sin will be in Heaven but neither do I believe that we will ever be infinitely perfect.
We are finite and can have nothing other then finite perfection. And God requires from finite creatures nothing other
then finite perfection.
Josh,
A new heart is when a man chooses to repent and believe. A man who chooses to repent and believe is therefore a new
creature with a new heart. Your heart is your will. A new heart is a changed will.
If I change my path, it means I start going a different direction. If I have a changed heart, it means I start making different
decisions; it means that my motives and intentions are different. God influences us to make different decisions with our f
reewill, but we ourselves choose to make those decisions with our freewill.
Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/8/8 16:01
Quote:
-------------------------I've actually met people who have told me that they have reached sinless perfection.
-------------------------

I reach Sinless Perfection quite often. Prayer is the best place to meet Him. :-D
(I think Ron Baliey was the first to say something similar to that, but I really like it!)
Re:, on: 2007/8/8 16:03
Sinless perfection is when a person chooses to love God and love neighbor, since love fulfills the law. The man who lov
es does not break the law, (does not sin) because love fulfills the whole of the law.
But because of freewill, men can always choose to be selfish instead of loving.
So we will never ever get to a place where sin is impossible, because we will always have a freewill. But we are in a plac
e where it's possible not to sin, because we have a freewill.
"You'll never get to the place where it is impossible for you to sin. But praise be unto God that you are in a position wher
e it is possible for you not to sin." Duncan Campbell (Leonard Ravenhill said the same thing, but I'm sure he got it from
Duncan)
Re:, on: 2007/8/8 16:16
Well, all I can say is... thank the Lord for His wonderful grace and mercy.
Krispy

Re:, on: 2007/8/8 16:37
Amen! Me too! We would all be condemned if it were not for God's grace, if it were not for the cross!
Christ has made it possible for God to give grace to every repentant sinner; Christ made it possible for God to forgive ev
ery sin that we turn away from.
(There is nothing but God's wrath for sins that we choose not to turn away from. But God has nothing but grace for the si
ns that we do turn away from)
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Re: - posted by John173 (), on: 2007/8/8 16:46
Someone in this long thread asked, if we cannot stop sinning, then which one...etc. This makes me think that we
misunderstand what sin is. Certainly there are specific actions that we can point to and name it as sin, lying for example.
But sin is a much deeper issue than that. Does the scripture not say that everything that is not of faith is sin? For those o
f you who claim you no longer sin, do you really claim to be living in absolute 100% perfect faith 24/7? If you say yes, yo
u've just committed sin by lying. The very notion of us existing in the here and now as perfect little saints offends me to t
he extreme. Phl 1:6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until t
he day of Jesus Christ. The tense here is one of an ongoing process which isn't finished until that final day. Egads, this s
tuff makes me groan as much as the lukewarm church does.
Perfecting holiness in the fear of God,
Doug
Re:, on: 2007/8/8 16:48
1. Does God require from us the impossible?
2. Does God send multitudes of men to hell for failure to perform the impossible?
3. Is not, then is all sin avoidable?
4. Is God not seeking the condemnation of multitudes if He commands of them the impossible, and punishes them for fai
lure to do the impossible? Does He not seek their condemnation if He commands the impossible?
Re: - posted by John173 (), on: 2007/8/8 16:54
Are you saying that if I don't live a perfectly sinless life from now on I will be sent to hell?
Is this not another gospel?
Re:, on: 2007/8/8 17:00
Are you saying that God forgives unrepentant sin?
Is this not another gospel?
Did not John Baptist, Jesus Christ, Peter, Paul, all preach repentance "for the remission of sins"??
Re: - posted by John173 (), on: 2007/8/8 17:12
What I am saying is that we sin in ways that we aren't even aware of. To be 100% sinless would mean that every single t
hought, attitude and action in my life is completely and totally motivated by nothing less than the purest agape love of G
od. Can you claim to be doing this 24/7? I can't. How anyone can fail to see this is beyond my comprehension.
You are preaching a works gospel here. I agree that in the major outward categories of sin, it is possible to live free and
not commit them. But you seem to be preaching the notion of perfection. If we are already perfect, then what is there to
work out regarding our salvation?
This is my last comment on this thread. I don't agree with you. End of discussion.
Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/8/8 17:28
I see this thread is getting a little heated. I'm nearly reluctant to mention anything else... but I wanted to point this out.

Quote:
-------------------------Does the scripture not say that everything that is not of faith is sin?
-------------------------
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The scripture you are referencing is in the context of doing things that are against your conscience ie eating meat offere
d to idols. I believe that verse is plainly talking about doing things that you are not sure are pleasing to God. If we do so
mething that we are doubtful that is acceptable in the sight of God, we receive judgment. What we do we must have fait
h that it isn't in rebellion to God.
The only reason I mention this is because I've seen some feel in such bondage because they didn't think they were doin
g something "in faith." This could have been something like tying their shoe. The felt condemned because in their mind
they said, "Was I tying my shoe in faith or my own power?" I know it sounds silly, but people have felt condemned over i
t.
Rom 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not food and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.
Rom 14:18 For he that in these things serveth Christ, is acceptable to God, and approved by men.
Rom 14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things with which one may edify another.
Rom 14:20 For the sake of food, destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who e
ateth with offense.
Rom 14:21 It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing by which thy brother stumbleth, or is offended,
or is made weak.
Rom 14:22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which h
e alloweth.
Rom 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

Re: - posted by John173 (), on: 2007/8/8 17:51
Good point Preach, admonishment accepted. It doesn't alter my position though, too many other scriptures express an o
ngoing process of sanctification.
As to the heated nature, I agree, which is why I wanted to back away from continued debate.
Bless you brother,
Doug
Re:, on: 2007/8/9 2:06
All I am saying is that true repentance is always complete, partial obedience is disobedience.
Repentance/obedience is like a light switch, it's either on or off.
In regards to knowledge, it's like a light dimmer. You gradually grow in knowledge, and must grow in obedience to that k
nowledge.
But you must always obey the light (knowledge) that you have.
Nothing but total obedience is obedience. Partial obedience is disobedience. Which is the same as saying that nothing b
ut total repentance is repentance. Partial repentance is impenitence. Because God requires total obedience/repentance,
anything less is disobedience/impenitence.
Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2007/8/9 5:59
Quote:
-------------------------Patrick,
Please receive this in the way I mean it. I don't mean it to just stir up things.

Quote:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------You must be saved from all known sin and walk in that state or you are not saved.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Quote:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------Anything that falls short of the infinite, perfection, faith and Glory of God is, according to Scripture, sin- so unless you say that you do not fall short of th
e infinite, perfection, faith and Glory of God then you my brother have unconscious sin according to the Scriptures.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

So are you saying you are conscious that you have known sin? Does that mean the first quote applies to you? I don't see how both quotes can be enti
rely true in your way of thinking.
Does this not mean that if I admit the first, I'm lying. And if I admit the second, I'm not saved?
-------------------------

No I am not saying that at all - you have mis-understood me. In the second staement I am specifically talking about unco
nsious or unknown sin.
The point that I was trying to make is that sanctification is a process that will continue your whole life because there will
always be unknown areas of your life were you fall short of the infinitely perfect love, faith, patients, mercy, humility, etc.
of Jesus Christ - and yes falling short or missing the mark is sin by it's very definition. I had a brother tell me recently "we
ll I don't call that sin" I answered him by saying "when God reveals those areas and puts His finger on the such things do
you need to repent of where you have fallen short and missed the mark and if you continue to blatantly fall short and mis
s the mark then are you on your way to hell?" He answered "yes you have to repent and turn when God shows you were
you have fallen short and if you don't then you are on your way to hell" I think it was painfully clear how silly it was to not
call such things sin. But this brother couldn't call such things either sin or in-perfections because if he did then his whole
theology would start to fall apart - he had to call them mistakes. I told him "if it is missing the mark or falling short and yo
u have to repent and turn from it then the Bible calls it sin and I am going to call it sin"
I am sure you are aware that there are areas in you life that the Lord has not reveled to you yet where you fall short of th
e perfect love of Jesus or the perfect faith of Jesus or the perfect humility of Jesus or the perfect patients of Jesus ect, et
c, etc, etc. I am also reasonably sure you would agree when the Lord reveals these areas to you then you must repent a
nd turn from them. Know I don't care if you call it sin or not - it doesn't matter to me what you call it as long as you agree
that:
1. You have unknown areas in your life where you fall short or miss the mark of the perfect love of Jesus or the perfect f
aith of Jesus or the perfect humility of Jesus or the perfect patients of Jesus ect, etc, etc, etc. thus you are not perfect.
2. When the Lord shows you these area of in-perfection in your life where you miss the mark or fall short of the perfect lo
ve of Jesus or the perfect faith of Jesus or the perfect humility of Jesus or the perfect patients of Jesus ect, etc, etc, etc.
you must repent and turn from what ever it is that the Lord shows you.
Can we at least agree with these two points?
Patrick
www.revivalarmy.com

Re:, on: 2007/8/9 7:38
Quote:
-------------------------(There is nothing but God's wrath for sins that we choose not to turn away from. But God has nothing but grace for the sins that we
do turn away from)
-------------------------

This is not true. If we are saved we are not under wrath. We may, and usually do, pay the consequences that sin brings i
nto our lives... but Christ died for our sins once and for all. Once we accept that, we are under His mercy.
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To say that we can reach a point where we no longer sin is to say that we no longer require His mercy and grace.
I think there are misunderstandings on both sides, and I'm not sure what anyone is saying anymore. But I will say this, if
anyone believes they can acheive perfection in this life, as Christ did... you are incorrect. And if anyone here believes th
at you can get saved, live for Jesus... yet you have some sin that you forgot or neglected, (or even ignored) to ask forgiv
eness for... and you go to hell because of that... you are wrong.
If this were the case, then perhaps the Catholics have a better deal because at least they preach purgatory. And this is t
he exact same thinking and reasoning behind purgatory.
When you are saved, does Christ's blood cover all of your sin, or just the sin you committed before you were saved... an
d each time you sin you have to start all over again?
Krispy
Re: Holiness Possible Today, on: 2007/8/9 8:38

I confess I have not read the whole thread, but looked in to see what was going on.
Krispy said
Quote:
-------------------------When you are saved, does Christ's blood cover all of your sin, or just the sin you committed before you were saved... and each time
you sin you have to start all over again?
-------------------------

Krispy,
I agree with what you said till the word 'covered' which is an Old Covenant term, not applicable under the New Covenant
.
Hebrews 10
11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sin
s.
14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.
19 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus,
20 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh,
21 and having a High Priest over the house of God,
22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and o
ur bodies washed with pure water.

I've underlined the big difference from the OC in the above verse. The priest used to wash to become fit to enter God's
presence, but he wouldn't have a clean conscience.

There was a thread about 'instant sanctification' in which philolgos explained that being 'glorified' would be a better way
of explaining the process we undergo after we have set ourselves aside\been marked out as set aside to God.
By faith - both His and ours. (This is my additional comment.)

If we call it glorification, it fits better with
2 Cor 3:18
But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image f
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rom glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

I prefer Tyndale's rendering, because it makes more sense of the example of Moses given in the preceding verses, and t
herefore also speaks to me more clearly about what is a) expected of me and b) I can expect from God if I look on Christ
.

Tyndale's New Testament
But we all behold the glory of the Lord with His face open, and are changed into the same similitude, from glory to glory,
even of the spirit of the Lord.

I think there is always to remember our being grafted into His death (Rom 6:4, 5) is associated with being raised in Him
by the glory of the Father (Eph 1:19, 20) and His request on our behalf in John 17:4, 5, 16 - 22)

I wonder whether
John 17:5
And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.
is a reference to His being the Lamb slain from before the foundaton of the world, outworked in
real time on the cross, by which mankind is able to retrieve the glory lost by Adam.

1 John 7
But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His So
n cleanses us from all sin.

EDIT: That's holiness. In the OT, a thing was 'holy' if it had been set apart for God's use and kept that way... used only f
or that purpose.
If the truth is in us (1 John 1:8), we continually come across sin we had never identified as sin, which shows up in the lig
ht of His constant gaze.
But, He loves us, and keeps washing us if we are honest about and bring to Him the discrepancies we find in ourselves
and turn towards the light.
John 3
17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.
20 "For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.
21 "But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God."

God sees our hearts' true attitude and either we are condemned by our inaction towards the light, or justified by faith in a
nd through Jesus Christ.
Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/8/9 11:16
Quote:
-------------------------The point that I was trying to make is that sanctification is a process that will continue your whole life because there will always be u
nknown areas of your life were you fall short of the infinitely perfect love, faith, patients, mercy, humility, etc. of Jesus Christ - and yes falling short or m
issing the mark is sin by it's very definition.
-------------------------
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This is where I am struggling with your position. Are you conscience that you don't line up to this definition of sin or do y
ou know that there are areas you don't line up with? If you are conscience of it, you must repent. If you are not conscie
nce of it, how can you speak of it? I don't know if it's possible to speak of something that you don't know exist.
Maybe I can put it like this. Are you perfect in mercy? If you say no, then you admit you have a consciencness of it- whi
ch as you say is sin. Are you lining up with the full knowledge you have in the area of mercy? If yes, how can you say y
ou're not perfect in mercy since you don't know any measure of mercy that is higher? I hope that makes sense. I don't
want to sound really philosophical...
Here are some more questions. For some reason I end up asking lots of questions in posts. Of course I don't expect yo
u to answer them all. I just do it that way so you can see my thinking.
Are there certain aspects of God that we can be conscience of and it not be sin if we don't line up? An example is that I
know that God "knows all things." Surely, you don't believe it's a sin for me to not know all things? If you do think it's a s
in, then it's an unrepentable sin- there is now way I can repent from it.

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/8/9 11:28
Quote:
-------------------------Are there certain aspects of God that we can be conscience of and it not be sin if we don't line up? An example is that I know that G
od "knows all things." Surely, you don't believe it's a sin for me to not know all things? If you do think it's a sin, then it's an unrepentable sin- there is no
w way I can repent from it.
-------------------------

I just noticed that someone could uses this to say that when we go to heaven we won't have sin based on 1 Cor 13:12. I
'll use another attribute of God instead- His omnipresence. I'm fairly convinced we can never have that- even if we are c
onscience of it.
Re: - posted by Isaiah64, on: 2007/8/9 17:17
Quote:
-------------------------Ah... see, this is where you're not understanding me. There is a difference between struggle and victory. You can struggle and still h
ave victory.
-------------------------

Ok, now I get what you're saying. And I agree. There is a difference between struggling with temptation, and giving in to i
t.

Quote:
-------------------------So, are you telling us that you have no sin in your life? You're living in total victory?
-------------------------

Not yet, I'm afraid. But I'm aiming there. By God's grace and strength, I know I can have victory. And more importantly, I
can have more of HIM and HIS PRESENCE.

Quote:
-------------------------If the answer is "no", then how do you know that it's possible to reach victory over all sin?
-------------------------

Cause the Bible tells me so! :-D
Thanks for bringing up 1 John 2:1-2. I'd forgotten about that one (my memory's not as good as it used to be). It actually
proves my point.
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1 John 2:1-2: My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not.
So the very reason this was written was so we WOULDN'T sin.
And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous...
And then it says "IF any man sin," not that we have to, but should the unfortunate event occur that we fall to temptation,
we have an advocate in Christ Jesus.

Quote:
-------------------------And since we're discussing Paul admitting that he daily struggled with his flesh (just as Jesus said we would), can you show me wh
ere Paul declares his total victory over his flesh?
-------------------------

Well, Romans 8 and the other verses I pointed out I think explain themselves well.
Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2007/8/9 18:06
Quote:
-------------------------Maybe I can put it like this. Are you perfect in mercy? If you say no, then you admit you have a consciencness of it- which as you sa
y is sin. Are you lining up with the full knowledge you have in the area of mercy? If yes, how can you say you're not perfect in mercy since you don't kn
ow any measure of mercy that is higher? I hope that makes sense. I don't want to sound really philosophical...
-------------------------

I still think you are misunderstanding.
Fist of all I would not the use the word perfect and would ask for clear definition of the word perfect before I answered but to answer your question...
If you asked me - are you perfect in mercy - my answer would be both yes and no - yes in the fact that according to my p
resent knowledge I am lining up with the full knowledge I have in the area of mercy but at the same time I admit that I fall
short and miss the mark of the infinite perfect mercy of God.
Now the Bible gives different definition of sin -would agree that one definition is missing the mark or falling short? And an
other definition would be transgression of the law?
Also, the Bible make definite distinction between known and deliberate sin and unknown sin. I do agree that it is someti
me hard to wrap a logical mind around this but it is what the Bible says none the less. Would you agree that the Bible m
akes this distinction between known and un-known, willful and un-willful and deliberate and un-deliberate sin?

Patrick
www.revivalarmy.com

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/8/9 22:19
Quote:
-------------------------If you asked me - are you perfect in mercy - my answer would be both yes and no - yes in the fact that according to my present kno
wledge I am lining up with the full knowledge I have in the area of mercy but at the same time I admit that I fall short and miss the mark of the infinite p
erfect mercy of God.
-------------------------

This is where I think we differ. I don't believe God expects us to be like Him in the magnitude that He is. I believe that is
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impossible. I think we both agree on that. I believe God expects me to do what He has revealed to me. I honestly don't
see where He expects me to do things that He hasn't revealed to me. Here are some verses that come to mind.

Jas 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.
Rom 14:22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which h
e alloweth.
Rom 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

I don't believe everything is relative, but there is an relative aspect to some sin. I think it's interesting that someone can
commit an action that in God's eyes is not unclean, yet if for some reason the individual feels it is wrong and does it any
ways, it's sin.

Quote:
-------------------------Also, the Bible make definite distinction between known and deliberate sin and unknown sin. I do agree that it is sometime hard to
wrap a logical mind around this but it is what the Bible says none the less. Would you agree that the Bible makes this distinction between known and u
n-known, willful and un-willful and deliberate and un-deliberate sin?
-------------------------

I struggle a little with this. I know in the OT there is talk of unknown sin. This is because people may honestly not know
the law. The law was something that had to be read and studied. It was something that was external; it had to be taugh
t. Since the law is now written on our hearts and we have an anointing that teaches us all things...
I think there are verses that I've seen used to say that someone can commit unknown sins in the NT, but I can't think of
any right now. Can you show me some examples?
Here is another question. Do "unknown sins" produce guilt?
Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2007/8/10 4:29
Quote:
-------------------------This is where I think we differ. I don't believe God expects us to be like Him in the magnitude that He is. I believe that is impossible.
I think we both agree on that. I believe God expects me to do what He has revealed to me. I honestly don't see where He expects me to do things that
He hasn't revealed to me.
-------------------------

I think we agree completely - God only expects you to do it AFTER he reveals it you, as you have aptly said. The only thi
ng I am saying is that it was still there before God revealed it to you - right?

Quote:
-------------------------Here is another question. Do "unknown sins" produce guilt?
-------------------------

Only after they are revealed then they are repented of and turned from.

Quote:
-------------------------I think there are verses that I've seen used to say that someone can commit unknown sins in the NT, but I can't think of any right no
w. Can you show me some examples?
-------------------------

Anything from the time you were born again that you did not realize was sin or was in your life or your heart before God r
evealed it to you was in my definition unknown sin. For example and I am sure we all have many - has there even been
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after you have been born again an area of pride or anger or unforgivenness in you heart that the Lord revealed to you?
We know that pride and anger and unforgivenness are all sins - they were there before the Lord revealed them to you as
unknown sins - when God revealed them to you, they became known sins, produced guilt, then you repented and turned
from them. That would be my definition and example of known and un-known sin - does that make sense?
Hebrews 10:26-27 For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins, (27) But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversar
ies.
1 John 3:8-9 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of
God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. (9) Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; fo
r his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.
Luke 13:27 But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.
To willfully sin or to commit sin or to be a worker of iniquity is what I would described as willful sin - meaning you know it
is sin and you do or commit it anyway. I know it is a sin to lie but I am going to lie anyway - that would be willful sin. But y
ou may have an area of pride in your heart that the Lord has not revealed to you yet - I know because the Lord has rece
ntly revealed to me secret areas of pride hidden deep in the recesses of my heart that I was unaware of - now this pride i
s definitely sin even before God reveals it - because we know that pride is a sin. This is what I would refer to as unknow
n sin - it is there and it is sin but God has not revealed it to you yet.
Patrick
www.revivalarmy.com

Re:, on: 2007/8/10 8:10
Our victory over sin comes thru the shed blood of Christ, not thru our own efforts of not sinning.
We are to repent of our sin when God reveals it to us. This is true. But just as the people in OT times could not keep the
Law, I believe it is impossible for someone to be completely free from sinning.
Paul pointed to the Law over and over again showing that man could not keep the Law, and thats why we need a Savior.
And those people were attempting the keep the "letter" of the Law, and Christ said they should have been keeping the "s
pirit" of the Law... which is even harder to do. Example: adultry. The letter of the law to them was sex outside of marriag
e, and Christ took it further and said if a man even looks upon a woman and lusts he is guilty of adultry.
Why did He do this? To show that no one can measure up to God's standards.
While we should strive to stop sinning, we can not completely because it is part of our flesh. The real victory is that once
we accept Christ's sacrifice, we are no longer bound by it, in that we are free from hell. The wages of sin are death... but
Christ paid the wages for us.
And out of our love and appreciation for what He did, we then should strive for holiness in every area of our life... but Chr
ist was the only sinless man who ever walked the earth. No one else.
I think this thread may set some folks up for a lot of frustration and disillusionment by telling them they must be sinless. It
;s not going to happen.
We should all seek after holiness, but I think if you expect someday to reach sinless perfection... you're setting yourself u
p for failure and disappointment.
Krispy
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Re:, on: 2007/8/10 8:21
.... and please keep in mind that I have been preaching holiness on this forum since the day I got here.
Holiness and the KJV.
They go together like peanut butter and chocolate!
Krispy
PS: For those who believe they are sinless, please read the quote from Spurgeon at the bottom of my posts.
Re:, on: 2007/8/10 8:37
I like this quote:
It would be nice if once achieves a state of perfect and continual sinlessness immediately upon being born of God. But t
hat apparently is not the case as Paul affirms in his own Christian experience saying, "I myself in my mind am a slave to
GodÂ’s law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin." Romans 7:25 So also James concerning his Christian expe
rience writes, "We all stumble in many ways." James 3:2 But I would say most prominently of all are most all of the New
Testament letters none of which make any mention of a second work of grace which causes one to be sinlessly perfect.
Rather much is written concerning living rightly and overcoming sin; written not to non-Christians, but rather to those lab
el - the elect - the saved - those born of God. But if such people are only capable of doing right and incapable of committ
ing any acts of sin, such exhortations would be unnecessary, don't you think?" - Steve Amato
Krispy
Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/8/10 10:52
Quote:
-------------------------We know that pride and anger and unforgivenness are all sins - they were there before the Lord revealed them to you as unknown s
ins - when God revealed them to you, they became known sins, produced guilt, then you repented and turned from them. That would be my definition
and example of known and un-known sin - does that make sense?
-------------------------

It does. Thanks for taking the time to explain.
Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/8/10 10:56
Quote:
-------------------------Our victory over sin comes thru the shed blood of Christ, not thru our own efforts of not sinning.
-------------------------

Amen. I think sometimes for those who teach a full deliverance from sin, it's hard to not come across in a way that the fo
cus isn't on the Christian.
Re:, on: 2007/8/10 12:19
Agreed.... It's a goal that they say we need to achieve. Whatever happened to total reliance on Him? Or our righteousne
ss being like filthy rags in comparison to Him?
Krispy
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Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2007/8/10 14:06
Quote:
-------------------------Our victory over sin comes thru the shed blood of Christ, not thru our own efforts of not sinning.
-------------------------

Amen!

Quote:
-------------------------I think this thread may set some folks up for a lot of frustration and disillusionment by telling them they must be sinless. It;s not goin
g to happen.
We should all seek after holiness, but I think if you expect someday to reach sinless perfection... you're setting yourself up for failure and disappointme
nt.
-------------------------

Amen! It is really sad what some even on Sermonindex preach in the mask of holiness - it reminds of the Pharisees hea
ping boulder on mens shoulder - I have seen first hand the sad fruit of this type of teaching and mis-focus - when the foc
us is taken off of Christ and put upon a doctrine.
Patrick
www.revivalarmy.com

Re: - posted by Isaiah64, on: 2007/8/11 0:30
sigh...God bless you guys.
I'm through with this debate. Just reading everying written on this thread gives me a headache.
I'm a simple person. It's pretty clear to me by reading Scripture (and that's how I came to my conclusions--through
Scripture) that you can be filled with all the fullness of Christ and His perfect love, and obtain full victory over sin.
Numerous verses from the Bible promise us victory. The Lord's not going to promise us something that can't be done.
"And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it."
(1Th 5:23-24)
I'm not seeking a doctrine, I'm seeking a Person. Christ is my sanctification. I'm going to seek Him to fill me with the fulln
ess of His presence, power, and cleansing--and I believe with all my heart that it can be done. I don't care how long it tak
es. I'm going to seek Him until I find Him and until He blesses me.
If this seems wrong, legalistic, or heretical to any of you, I do apologize.
But I just want to encourage all of you to put your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who is able to do exceedingly above all t
hat we can ask or think.
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Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2007/8/11 2:47
hi, i was looking in the bible to see how many men or women were called holy;i found none,paul,peter james,john, mose
s,isiah...none. Jesus even said call no man good. the heart of man is DESPARATELY wicked...only the thrice holy God i
s Holy. the ground that was holy was because He was there. the bible is because He is on every page.your only holines
s is when you are in Christ and the father only sees His Son.jimp
Re: - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2007/8/11 8:13
i just yesterday listend to a Tozer sermon and he said something that i think has a little to do with this, he said something
like
"nowdays so many try and separate the house from the foundation, they try and separate the tree from the root"
, and i think that is what happends a lot concerning holiness...
and another quote from Tozer you all know that is wonderful,
"you are as Holy as you want to be"
Press on brothers & sisters
Christian

Re: holiness - posted by thomasm (), on: 2007/8/29 23:24
I aggree with you Isaiah64.
I think if we had less doctrine, and more Jesus in the body, we would all attain to holiness.
We need to believe in him and what he has done for us. I cannot and never will be able to be holy apart from him. I had
to die, not just In my spirit walk, but everything, even my very self.
I couldn't even kill myself, I had to trust that Jesus did it at the cross, the moment I believed onto salvation. Everybody tal
ks about Christ in them, this is true, but it's not just a word in a book, that if we hang on in faith, will become a reality. If y
ou have accepted Jesus, all of this is all ready done in you, you may not have the experience of it, because we need rev
elation Knowlege by his spirit, this we can ask God for and he will give it. We need to see ourselves hid in Jesus, seated
at the throne of Grace, where our work is done and Jesus is able to live his holy life through us. He's the only one who is
without sin. That's how Jesus walked , all the fullness of the Father dwelt in him, and he reveiled God's Love to a dying
world.
We need to stop struggling with sin , and our Christian walk, and enter into God,s Sabbath rest in the heavenlies, when
we give up Jesus can live through us.
Love in Christ, tom
Re: - posted by Marcos, on: 2009/7/5 20:26
Amen.
There is nothing that we have that has not been given us in Jesus Christ. It is because He is our Savior from sin that we
have the power over sin. Because God the Father has commanded us to be holy, it stands as a sure fact that we can liv
e holy lives in the power of the Holy Spirit of God. Holiness is NOT sinless perfection. Rather it is living righteous lives
by God's indwelling Presence on a moment to moment basis.
I love what Charles Finney says about living a holy life:
"It has long been maintained by orthodox divines, that a person is not a Christian who does not aim at living without sin that unless he aims at perfection, he manifestly consents to live in sin; and is therefore certainly impenitent. It has been,
and I think truly, said, that if a man does not in the fixed purpose of his heart, aim at total abstinence from sin, and at bei
ng wholly confirmed to the will of God, he is not yet regenerated, and does not so much as mean to cease from abusing
God."
Marcos
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Re: - posted by Earendel (), on: 2009/7/5 22:39
Romans 3:20
20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
We know that the Law came to reveal to man the righteousness of God. But the Law that was intended to bring life actu
ally brought death, because all it did was to show us that we were sinners.
Israel, in the time of Moses until Christ, were to keep the Laws of God in ordinances to have righteousness before God.
Paul said in Philippians 3:6-8 Â“concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the la
w, blameless But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things l
oss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and cou
nt them as rubbish, that I may gain ChristÂ”
The law of God requires righteousness, so why would Paul discard his righteousness...(works in the Law) if he were so
perfect in it?
hmmmm got to think about that one...

Romans 3:21-22 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and th
e Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.
I wonder what that is?

How is the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus work to bring righteousness anyway?
Got to think about that one too!!
The answer is very simple actually, well not to everyone, just those to whom the Father will show this to. It is because Je
sus took away ALL my sins forever, and in the absence of sin the Law is fulfilled.
So, Here is a question:
If a person were completely sin free in their life, would the righteousness or holiness that the Law of God requires be fulfi
lled?
The answer is yes!

So...if Jesus took away all of my sins after repentance, and I am blameless before God and sin free, do I fulfill the righte
ousness or holiness that the law of God requires?
The answer is yes; I fulfill the righteousness that the law of God requires because I have no sin in Jesus...because Jes
us took away my sins and nailed to the cross! ...I am therefore sin free before God and fulfill the righteousness of the law
. This is what is meant by the righteousness by faith and NOT by works!!!
So then the righteousness that the Law of God requires, is fulfilled in every single person who comes to Jesus. This is w
hat it means that Christ is the end of the law and that He fulfilled the law. This is the righteousness which is by faith, and
not by the works of the Law of God.
Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.
31 Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.
How is the Law established?
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The Law is established because there is no more sin to deal with, because Jesus took the sin away, and in the absence
of sin the Law is Fulfilled, Â…yes it is established! This is the righteousness that is by faith, and not by the works of the L
aw.

Romans 5: 1-2 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
Holiness becomes you...
I have shared this before, but will share it again here.

God truly wants the repentance of man, for man to make a volitional choice for Him...to openly repent before Him and to
follow Him, to Call upon Him...
He wants good works towards Him based on a loving personal relationship, and not on good works based on a reliance
of oneselfÂ… or in ones' ability to live holy by following a given set of rules Â– and yes there is a difference.
Yes, there are moral rules and guidelines to follow and understand, but they are only to instruct me in the ways of righte
ousness and holiness as I seek Him inwardly, and personally and they teach me of the nature of Jesus.
The scriptures give me an understanding of the nature of Him who has called me out of this world to be His son, to a ne
w life in Him which is hidden in Christ Jesus - the Holy Spirit bears witness to this truth.
His good works in me (holiness) comes, not based on my own understanding of what true holiness is, but rather based o
n the inner workings of the Holy Spirit in my life since I accepted Him, and it is in my yielding to Him in all things, and not
on my adherence or on reliance of myself to seek His favour by doing good works (what I perceive as holiness). It's not
what I can do, it's what He does through me.
Because I love Him in the very pit of my soul, and am born of Him, I will seek out those things that always please Him, I
will hate the things that He hates, and I will love the things that He loves...if only that I may have just one moment, just o
ne moment in time that I may truly glorify Him in this earthly bodyÂ…this I will do as His Holy Spirit, who is within me per
mits, and teaches me all things.
Does this mean that I will never make a mistake and never sin again? ...no it does not. I hope that I never sin again, but i
f I do, I know I have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. If I acknowledge my sins before God, He is
faithful and just to forgive me and to cleanse me from ALL unrighteousness.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new
.
2 Corinthians 5:17
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation. Galatians 6:15

Hence and therefore my salvation is not based upon me believing that my good works toward Him (personal holiness) wi
ll save me (or even merit me any favor), but rather on a TOTAL surrender of my life to Him, and upon a reliance on Him f
or my holiness and righteousness, that He who has begun a good work in me will complete it until the very day of Jesus
Christ. Philippians 1:6
I just need only to yield to Him, I just need only to yield to Him and say yes Lord, yes Lord...have your way and be glorifi
ed in me.
And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being aliv
e from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. Romans 6:13
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Repentance is a rocky road best travelled in the day, when there is light, lest darkness comes, and I stumble in the dark.
..that is to say the Spirit of God will not always strive with man. I will therefore humble myself before the God of heaven a
nd pray, who has called me...to walk this road of repentance..that leads to eternal life.

("http://www.youtube.com/watch?vK6qNCIDtyCw&feature") RUN

I can no longer live my life in the world like I am not saved from it...I can no longer do the things I did when I was not wal
king with the Lord...Lord Jesus help me.

("http://www.youtube.com/watch?vlGMG_PVaJoI") A Call to Anguish
Re: - posted by Earendel (), on: 2009/7/5 23:28
Quote:
------------------------Marcos wrote:
Amen.
There is nothing that we have that has not been given us in Jesus Christ. It is because He is our Savior from sin that we have the power over sin. Bec
ause God the Father has commanded us to be holy, it stands as a sure fact that we can live holy lives in the power of the Holy Spirit of God. Holiness
is NOT sinless perfection. Rather it is living righteous lives by God's indwelling Presence on a moment to moment basis.
I love what Charles Finney says about living a holy life:
"It has long been maintained by orthodox divines, that a person is not a Christian who does not aim at living without sin - that unless he aims at perfecti
on, he manifestly consents to live in sin; and is therefore certainly impenitent. It has been, and I think truly, said, that if a man does not in the fixed pur
pose of his heart, aim at total abstinence from sin, and at being wholly confirmed to the will of God, he is not yet regenerated, and does not so much a
s mean to cease from abusing God."
Marcos
-------------------------

I actually like this...I am going to paraphrase it to understand it better...
Holiness is NOT sinless perfection, but rather it is living righteous lives by the power of God's indwelling...the presence o
f His Holy Spirit (to whom we yield our lives and will) on a moment to moment basis daily.
... a Christian who does not aim at living without sin, certainly remains impenitent. - Unless a Christian aims at perfection
, he manifestly consents to live in sin. A born again Christian sets it in his heart to aim at total abstinence from sin, and t
o be wholly confirmed to the will of God.
A Christians aim should be to please The One who has called him out of this world to be His child.
It's not so hard to be set apart like this...we give up the world when we repent of our sins, but we will have the joy of our
salvation in return, and communion of the Holy Spirit...and much love in our hearts.
I have briefly, in this thread, explained righteousness by faith and not by works, I need to explain about being born again
.
In a nutshell...
Sins had to be removed first before the Holy Spirit could be given, because God cannot look upon sin.
Before Christ Jesus ascended on high and sat down at the right hand of the Father, the Holy Spirit could not come. Sins
being removed through the blood of the Lamb, the Holy Spirit could come...and this set in motion the ability to become a
new creation (born again).
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But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:
who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. John 1:12-13
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