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The Orthodox Faith - posted by awakenwithin (), on: 2007/8/10 15:48
I have been reading some stuff online trying to understand eastern orthdox faith,, if you of you know of this Church pleas
e if you could help me.
this what I found today... In his love

The Orthodox Faith
Orthodoxy holds that the eternal truths of God's saving revelation in Jesus Christ are preserved in the living Tradition of t
he Church under the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Scriptures are at the heart of the Tradition and
the touchstone of the faith. While the Bible is the written testimony of God's revelation, Holy Tradition is the all-encompa
ssing experience of the Church under the abiding guidance and direction of the Holy Spirit. Essentially, Orthodox Christi
ans consider that their beliefs are very similar to those of other Christian traditions, but that the balance and integrity of t
he entire Apostolic faith once delivered to the Saints has been preserved inviolate.
We believe that God is One in substance and Triune in persons. We worship One God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, neit
her confusing the
persons nor dividing the substance. Creation is the work in time of the Blessed Trinity. The world is not self-created, neit
her has it existed from eternity, but it is the product of the wisdom, the power, and the will of the One God in Trinity. God
the Father is the prime cause of creation and God the Son and God the Holy Spirit took part in creation, God the Son pe
rfecting creation and God the Holy Spirit vivifying creation.
We believe that Our Lord Jesus Christ is truly God. He is Jesus, that is, the Savior and Christ, the Lord's Anointed, a So
n not created of another substance, as is the case with us, but a Son begotten of the very substance of the Father befor
e all time, and thus consubstantial with the Father. He is also truly man, like us in every respect, except sin. The denial e
ither of His divinity or of His humanity constitutes a denial of His incarnation and of our salvation. The Holy Spirit procee
ds from the Father. The faith of the Church about the procession of the Holy Spirit was confirmed by the Second Ecume
nical Council, which added to the Creed the following clause: "And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life,
who proceedeth from the Father." The Church is the holy institution founded by our Lord Jesus
Christ for the salvation of men, bearing his holy sanction and authority, and composed of men having one and the same
faith, and partaking of the same sacraments. It is divided into the clergy and laity. The clergy trace their descent by unint
errupted succession from the Apostles and through them from our Lord Jesus Christ. The Church is ONE because our L
ord Jesus Christ founded not many, but only one Church; HOLY because her aim, the sanctification and salvation of her
members through the sacraments, is holy; CATHOLIC because she is above local limitations; and APOSTOLIC because
she was "built upon the foundation of the Apostles, Jesus Christ Himself being the cornerstone" (Eph. 2:20). The Head o
f the Church is our Lord, Jesus Christ.
We recognize seven sacraments: Baptism, Chrism or Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Confession, Ordination, Marriage an
d Holy Unction. Baptism is the door through which one enters into the Church. Confirmation is the completion of Baptism
. In the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, with the bread and wine, we partake of the very Body and the very Blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ for remission of sins and eternal life. Both the New Testament and Sacred Tradition bear witness to th
e real Presence of our Lord in the Holy Eucharist. In the sacrament of Confession Jesus Christ, the founder of the sacra
ment, through the confessor, forgives the sins committed after Baptism by the person who confesses his sins and sincer
ely repents of them. In the sacrament of Ordination through prayer and the laying-on of
hands by a bishop, divine grace comes down on the ordained enabling him to be a worthy minister of the Church. Apost
olic succession is fundamental to the Church. Without it there can be no continuity of the Church. In the sacrament of M
arriage, divine grace sanctifies the union of husband and wife. In the sacrament of Holy Unction the sick person is anoint
ed with sanctified oil and divine grace heals his bodily and spiritual ills.
At death man's body goes to the earth from which it was taken, and the soul, being immortal, goes to God, who gave it.
The souls of men, being conscious and exercising all their faculties immediately after death, are judged by God. This jud
gment following man's death we call the Particular Judgment. The final reward of men, however, we believe will take pla
ce at the time of the General Judgment. During the time between the Particular and the General Judgment, which is call
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ed the Intermediate State, the souls of men have foretaste of their blessing or punishment. Further, we venerate and ho
nor the saints and we ask their intercession with God, but we adore and worship God the Father and the Son and the Ho
ly Spirit. Of all saints, we honor exceedingly the Mother of our Lord because of the supreme
grace and the call which she received from God. Though she was not exempt from original sin, from which she was clea
nsed at the time of the Annunciation, we believe that by the grace of God she did not commit any actual sin. We venerat
e the sacred icons and relics. Yet this veneration, according to the decisions and canons of the Seventh Ecumenical Co
uncil, relates not to the sacred images as such, but to their prototypes, or to the persons whom they represent.

Re: The Orthodox Faith - posted by Tears_of_joy, on: 2007/8/10 19:05
Hi, I'm coming from orthodox background (thought never have practiced that faith, have been to church few times as kid
to light candle for health). 99.9% around me are confessing to be orthodox Christians.
This article explains very well their beliefs.
Evangelical Christians in one way or another are persecuted by the Orthodox Church and are not considered as Christia
ns, rather heretics who have sold their orthodox faith for money i.e. some American mission or pastor came and gave us
money to switch into the new church ( I'm talking about here).
There is a great darkness in that Church. Many pagan traditions and superstitions. They pray to dead saints, to Mary an
d much more...
Most of the European Eastern Countries are Orthodox,like Russia, Ukraine, Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria etc
Slowly reading the article you can see some great doctrinal errors in it, although their main 'belief' is really orthodox and
biblical.
What do you want to know about Orthodox Faith?
I don't know everything, but on regular basis we have here talks with Orthodox Christians.
Re: The Orthodox Faith - posted by awakenwithin (), on: 2007/8/13 13:56
Tradition of the Church under the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

They say it guided by the Spirit.. how would answer these questions with truth?

Quote:
-------------------------Essentially, Orthodox Christians consider that their beliefs are very similar to those of other Christian traditions, but that the balance
and integrity of the entire Apostolic faith once delivered to the Saints has been preserved inviolate.
-------------------------

here they are saying they are just like us...
what would say to this..
Quote:
------------------------- The denial either of His divinity or of His humanity constitutes a denial of His incarnation and of our salvation. The Holy Spirit proce
eds from the Father. The faith of the Church about the procession of the Holy Spirit was confirmed by the Second Ecumenical Council, which added to
the Creed the following clause: "And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father." The Church is the holy ins
titution founded by our Lord Jesus
-------------------------

how would answer this?
In his love charlene
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Re: - posted by awakenwithin (), on: 2007/8/13 13:57
how do you share the differnce with them?
in his love charlene
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