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This article contains great comfort and encouragement!
The Church and The Tribulation -- Zac Poonen
We are told in Eph. 3:10 that in the new covenant, God desires to manifest His wisdom through the church to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly places. From Eph. 6:12, we know that these rulers and authorities in the heavenly places
are Satan and his hosts of wickedness who dwell in the second heaven (where they dwell ever since being cast down o
ut of the third heaven, where God dwells - 2 Cor. 12:2)
We know that we are to be Christ's witnesses unto all men. But here we are told that we have to have a testimony to the
evil spirits too. What testimony is this? It is a testimony to the wisdom of God (Eph. 3:10). It is the joyful confession of ou
r spirits that God has ordered everything in our lives according to His perfect wisdom. It is the testimony of lives that hav
e partaken of the wisdom that is from above.
In the book of Job, we read of the witness that Job was to Satan, by his life. When Satan came into the presence of God
, after touring the earth, God asked him if he had observed the uprightness of Job's life (Job 1:8). Satan's reply was that
Job feared God because of the three hedges that God had put around Job. Satan knew that there was a hedge around J
ob's person, another hedge around his family and a third hedge around Job's possessions (v. 10). Many believers do not
know about this threefold hedge that God has put around the disciples of Jesus. Those who fulfil the threefold condition
of discipleship mentioned in Lk. 14:26-33 will find that God puts a hedge around each area surrendered to the Lord - pos
sessions, loved ones and one's own life.
But then we read that God opened up these hedges around Job, one by one, so that Satan could go through them and a
ttack Job's possessions, his loved ones and his body. This was in order that Job's character could be demonstrated by
God to Satan.
From this we learn that Satan cannot touch a disciple of Jesus or anything that he has, without first getting God's permis
sion. This is a very important truth for us to be established in - and we shall see the need for this even more in the days t
o come. The true church of Jesus Christ will be called to suffer in the coming days, as in the early centuries. Before that
time comes upon us, we must be established in this truth first of all - that there is a threefold hedge around the wholehea
rted disciples of Jesus that no one can come through, unless God Himself opens up that hedge and permits Satan to do
so.
The other lesson that we can learn from Job is that our own loved ones and religious Christians will criticise and condem
n us. In Job's case, his wife and three religious leaders (Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar) misunderstood and criticised him. T
hat too was permitted by God. Our loved ones will become our foes and religious people will misunderstand and criticise
us - because God has opened the hedges and allowed them to do so.
Job humbled himself and said - "Naked I came from my mother's womb and naked I shall return. The Lord gave and the
Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord" (Job 1:21). He was a true disciple - for he possessed nothing. H
e recognised that everything he had belonged to the Lord rightfully and that the Lord had as much right to give them as t
o take them away. Those who are not disciples think of blessing only in terms of God giving them things. Those who are
disciples recognise that it is just as much blessing - perhaps even more - when God takes them away. Thus we can kno
w whether we are disciples or not.
The sad thing was that Job could not endure in this bold confession until the end. After a while, he wilted and weakened
under the continued pressure of trial, and began to complain against God. From chapter 3 to chapter 31, we see the sad
spectacle of Job going up and down - sometimes rising to great heights in his confession of faith and at other times sinki
ng down to the depths of despair, grumbling and self justification. This is the experience of old covenant people.
But now God has promised us something better in the new covenant - as we read in Heb. 11:40. That is described in the
succeeding verses of Hebrews 12:1-13) that we can follow Jesus who endured until the very end triumphantly.
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Today we are followers, not of Job, but of Jesus - and whatever the trial, we can be overcomers until the very end, throu
gh the power of God's grace and be a witness to Satan. We cannot criticise Job, for he lived in a time when grace had n
ot come and the Holy Spirit had not been given, The new covenant had not been established, etc. Considering the limita
tions of the time he lived in, he did extremely well - so well that God commends him three times (Job. 1:8;2:3;42:7).
We however can follow Jesus - the Author and Finisher of our faith.
Jesus passed through the university of suffering and there obtained the certificate of perfect obedience. And now He has
become a Professor in the same university to teach obedience to all who are willing to enroll (Heb. 5:8,9). There is no co
mpulsion here, as there was under the old covenant, with its 'Thou shalt's. No. But the Spirit and the bride say, "Come, j
oin this university". No one can be a disciple who does not join this university - for this is the only place where disciples a
re trained.
Jesus told His disciples very clearly that in the world they would face tribulation. But they were not to fear this, for He ha
d overcome the world and its ruler; and therefore they could be overcomers too (Jn. 16:33).
Jesus has many admirers today but few followers. He never called people to admire Him but only to follow Him. And if w
e follow Him, then we shall no longer belong to this world. And then the world will surely hate us.
Jesus said that the world would love only those who belonged to it (Jn. 15:19).
One clear and unmistakable mark of our being the disciples of Jesus is that the world hates us. "If they have persecuted
Me", Jesus said, "then they will persecute you as well" (Jn. 15:20).
The second clear mark of the disciples of Jesus is that they love those who hate and persecute them (Matt. 5:44-48). By
these two marks all those who have ears to hear God's truth can examine their own position, and know the truth concern
ing themselves.
If you are popular with worldly people or with religious Christians (who are not wholehearted disciples), you can be absol
utely certain that you are a compromiser. It could even be that you are not converted.
Why did the world hate Jesus? Not because He paid His taxes and washed people's feet; not even because He lived a h
oly life. The world hated Him because He exposed its hypocrisy. He also exposed unscriptural traditions among God's p
eople. So those who wanted to preserve "the traditions of the elders" hated Him too. That will be our fate as well, if we s
peak as He spoke. If we seek the honour of men and of religious elders, we shall keep quiet and remain popular. We ca
n each choose the way we would like to go.
In Rev. 12, we read of Satan being enraged with certain people. There we read of him first trying to devour the Man-chil
d (Jesus Christ) that the woman (Israel) had brought forth into the world. Satan could not succeed there, and the Man-ch
ild grew up, completed His ministry and ascended up to the throne of God (Rev. 12:4,5). Satan's fury is now directed ag
ainst the younger brothers of this Man-child. These are described as those "who keep the commandments of God and h
old to the testimony of Jesus" (Rev. 12:17 b). These are the disciples of Jesus whose life is characterised by total obedie
nce to the commandments of God and who boldly hold fast to the testimony of Jesus. They open their mouths, speaking
about everything that Jesus Himself testified to - for this is "the testimony of Jesus". There are very few like these on eart
h today, for there are very few churches in the world now preaching total obedience to God's commandments.
Rev. 12 is referring to the last days of this present age, when Satan will be cast down from the second heaven to earth f
or the last three and a half years just before Jesus comes again (v. 9). At that time there will be on earth those who keep
God's commandments and hold boldly to the testimony of Jesus and who overcame Satan (v. 11). These are God's 'co
mmandos' - the elite troops of His army on earth.
It will be a tremendous privilege and honour to be among them - most of whom will have to lay down their physical lives f
or Jesus' sake. Rev. 13:7 makes it clear that the Antichrist will be permitted by God to kill the disciples of Jesus. But rem
ember that it is God who opens the hedges. Otherwise no one could touch us. This is why we do not fear.
Job could say, "God knows every detail concerning me" (Job 23:10). Under the new covenant, we can go even further a
nd say, "God plans every detail concerning me" - for this is the plain meaning of Romans 8:28. It is also true that even at
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such a time, God being faithful will never allow us to be tested beyond our ability. With every trial, He will make a way for
us to overcome and escape from sinning and denying Him (1 Cor. 10:13). His grace will prove to be sufficient even then
(2 Co. 12:9); otherwise none of us could stand. It is not the naturally courageous who will stand in that day - but the natu
rally fearful, who trust in the Lord to strengthen them.
Those will be the days of great tribulation, when the Antichrist is ruling. But Jesus said that God has limited the duration
of that period "for the sake of His elect" (Matt. 24:21,22). God's elect (the church) will therefore obviously be here on eart
h at that time, witnessing for the Lord. "Immediately after the tribulation", Jesus said, "the Son of Man will appear in the s
ky and He will send His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect" (Matt. 24:29-31). The trumpe
t that Jesus referred to here is the one mentioned in 1 Thess. 4:16,17; at which the dead in Christ will rise, and together
with the living disciples of Jesus will be raptured to meet the Lord in the air.
Jesus made it clear in the above verse, that the church (the elect) would experience this rapture only "after the great trib
ulation". Then we shall welcome the Lord in the air at His second coming and return with Him to earth to reign with Him f
or one thousand years. God's Word is clear as to who will reign with Christ for 1000 years. Those "who had not worshipp
ed the beast or his image, and who had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand" (Rev. 20:4). Thi
s clearly shows that the overcomers (the bride of Christ) will be on earth, standing true to the Lord, during the reign of th
e Antichrist.
Tribulation is something that comes from men who are instigated by Satan against the church. This must be distinguishe
d from God's wrath which is reserved for the ungodly. We shall not face the wrath of God, but we shall certainly face gre
at tribulation from men. The blessing for God's people under the old covenant was prosperity and ease. Under the new c
ovenant, it is adversity - suffering and tribulation.
When Jesus faced death He did not say, "Father, save Me from this hour", but, "Father, glorify Thy name" (Jn. 12:27,28)
. The song of the harlot is, "Father, save me from tribulation". The song of the bride is, "Father, glorify Thy name". "We e
xult in tribulations". "Through much tribulation we enter the kingdom of God" (Rom. 5:3; Acts 14:22).
Jesus specifically prayed to the Father that we should not be taken out of the world, but that we should be kept from sin
(Jn. 17:15). Jesus never desired that His bride should be raptured away to escape tribulation.
In the mid-1800s, a new doctrine arose in Christendom (which was not heard of in the days of the apostles) that Christ w
ould come secretly and take away all believers so that they would not have to face the great tribulation. This doctrine ma
de it look as though persecution from men was a punishment from God! Not surprisingly, this doctrine arose, not in coun
tries where Christians were being persecuted, but in England, that had not seen any persecution of Christians for centuri
es. Scripture was then twisted by many to fit this doctrine. Thus Satan succeeded in lulling Christians into a false comfor
t, so that they would be unprepared for the tribulation when it does come upon them.
Since the prayers of most Christians are basically of this order, "Lord, make my life more comfortable on earth", it is not
at all surprising that multitudes of Christians around the world happily accepted this teaching about escaping tribulation.
Those who have absorbed the teaching of Jesus however understand clearly that there is no virtue in escaping persecut
ion or tribulation. On the contrary, Jesus constantly told His disciples that they would face tribulation and persecution in t
he world.
There are some who teach that Christ will take away the wholehearted, leaving the halfhearted to face the Antichrist. Thi
s seems to imply that escaping persecution is a reward that God gives to the faithful! No sensible General would send hi
s second class troops to the battle front and keep his first class troops at home! It is unimaginable that God would take a
way His best soldiers from earth at a time when He needs their witness the most.
It is clear from Scripture that those who oppose the Antichrist are those "who keep the commandments of God and hold
to the testimony of Jesus" (Rev. 12:17). These are certainly not the halfhearted. On the contrary, they are the overcomer
s, whose names are in the book of life (Rev. 13:8;2:5). Satan is not enraged at halfhearted Christians, but at the wholeh
earted. Today, Satan is furious with those who preach total obedience to the commandments of God. His prime targets
are those who obey all of God's commandments and who preach and teach such obedience to others. This is why Paul
earnestly requested all believers to pray for him - for he knew that he was one of Satan's prime targets. We too must pra
y today for those who preach total obedience to God, that they may be protected.
In the first three centuries, when fierce persecution raged against the Christians, God did not take them out of their tribul
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ations. They were eaten by lions and burnt at the stake. There was no secret rapture in those Roman arenas when the d
isciples of Jesus were slain. The God who shut the lions' mouths and took away the power of the fiery furnace in Daniel'
s day did not do such miracles for the wholehearted disciples of Jesus in the first three centuries - for these were new co
venant Christians who were to glorify God in the fire. It will be the same for the disciples of Jesus in the last century, bef
ore Jesus comes. God's first class troops stood true to Him in the first century - until the very end. They did not ask for, o
r expect, twelve legions of angels to come and snatch them away.
God watched the bride of His Son being torn to pieces by lions and being burnt at the stake, and He was glorified in their
testimony - for they had followed the Lamb wherever He went, even unto a violent physical death. The only word that Je
sus spoke to them was, "Be faithful unto death, and I will give you a crown of life".
Encouragement In Tribulation
"I, John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on th
e island called Patmos, because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on the LordÂ’s day, a
nd I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet" (Rev.1:9,10).
Here in the book of Revelation, John refers to himself as a "fellow-partaker in the tribulation which is in Jesus". Every wh
olehearted disciple of Jesus should be prepared to partake in the "tribulation which is in Jesus" as long as he is in this w
orld.
John did not get this revelation (unveiling) while living in comfort somewhere. He received it, while experiencing tribulatio
n at Patmos, because he had been faithful to "the word of God and the testimony of Jesus" (v.9). He had to experience t
ribulation himself in order to be able to write about the saints experiencing the great tribulation from the Antichrist in the l
ast days. God takes us through trials and tribulations first before giving us a ministry to others who are facing tribulation.
Paul said, "God encourages us in all our affliction so that we may be able to encourage those who are in any affliction wi
th the (same) encouragement with which we ourselves are encouraged by God" (2 Cor.1:4 - Amplified).
It is not surprising therefore that the doctrine that Jesus would come secretly and take His church out of the world, befor
e the great tribulation, arose for the first time (as we just saw) in a country where Christians were living in comfort, and w
here they were not facing any persecution at all. Today this doctrine continues to be proclaimed and believed by Christia
ns who live in ease and comfort, in countries where there is no persecution against Christians.
However the words of Jesus are clear: "In the world YOU HAVE TRIBULATION. But take courage; I have overcome the
world" (Jn.16:33). He never promised that we would escape tribulation - whether small tribulations or the great one. But
He did say that we could overcome even as He overcame. He is far more interested in making us overcomers than in sa
ving us out of tribulation, because He is far more interested in our character than in our comfort.
Jesus also said that those who forsook everything to follow Him would have even more tribulations than others who didn
Â’t follow Him (Mk.10:30).
When He prayed to His Father for His disciples, He said, "I do not ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to keep th
em from the evil." (Jn.17:15). He did NOT want His disciples to be raptured out of the world at that time, just because the
y were going to face tribulation.
Even today, when the disciples of Jesus are being tortured and persecuted for His Name in many lands, the Lord does n
ot take them away from the earth. And He will not rapture us to heaven before the great tribulation either. He will do som
ething far better. He will make us overcomers in the midst of the great tribulation.
Jesus is far more interested in saving us from evil than in saving us from tribulation. He permits us to go through tribulati
on because He knows that that is the only way that we can become spiritually strong.
Such a message is strange teaching indeed to a comfort-loving Christendom that has been coddled in their pews every
Sunday for years by ear-tickling preachers. But this is the message that the apostles preached to the early churches. "T
hey (the apostles Paul and Barnabas) strengthened the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith,
saying, 'Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of GodÂ’" (Acts 14:22).
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John speaks here about being a "fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus" (v.
9). We have to enter into fellowship with Jesus in tribulation first, before we can share His throne with Him in His kingdo
m.
Perseverance is a great virtue that is emphasised throughout the New Testament. Jesus Himself said "They will deliver
you to tribulation..... but the one who endures to the end shall be saved" (Mt.24:13).
But in order to be faithful in that future day of the Antichrist, we have to learn to be faithful in the little temptations and tria
ls that come our way today. This is why it is essential that we learn faithfulness in the hidden life - when we are tempted i
n the secret places of our life, in our thoughts, attitudes, motives, in money matters, etc. These are little matters; but only
if we are faithful in the little, will we be faithful in the great things, one day. If we are unfaithful in the little things, we will b
e unfaithful to the Lord in the day of tribulation as well. If we cannot run with men now, how will we run with horses then?
If we are not faithful in a time of ease, how will we be faithful in a time of trouble? (Jer. 12:5).
God seeks to train us today to be His commando troops in that soon coming future day.

Re: The Church and The Tribulation -- Zac Poonen, on: 2008/2/3 15:30
Quote:
-------------------------Jesus is far more interested in saving us from evil than in saving us from tribulation. He permits us to go through tribulation because
He knows that that is the only way that we can become spiritually strong.
-------------------------

Thank you for posting this. It is a strong word and much needed word.
God bless,
Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/3 21:44
I hate to be the bearer of good news, but the word of God clearly states that believers will escape the tribulation
bloodbath. "For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thes 5:9).
"Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth" (Rev 3:10). also luke 21;36 says'...........watch therefore and
pray that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass and to stand before the son of
man.

You would think the desire to go through the tribulation would be as popular as the desire to jump into a pit filled with
vipers and broken glass. As illogical as it may seem, there appears to be a large number of Christians that fully expect to
get roughed up before Christ returns.
Re: - posted by SimpleLiving (), on: 2008/2/3 23:10
Brother David,
I am not wise. I have been deceived by men from the time I recited the so-called "sinner's prayer" 24 mournfully wasted
years ago. Only last month did I come to know the Truth. It's been incredibly difficult, and tearful, to be shaken and
have everything I know be tested. I have even lost my best friend.
For 24 years I have believed in pre-tribulation. But, I must confess that I never studied and sought the Lord in this
matter for myself. It sounded good and it's what I wanted to believe, so I did, without hesitation. I can't wisely speak on
the matter.
Right now, I have resolved that I don't know anything but that the Lord was crucified and rose again, conquering death.
He did it because of the Father's great love for me. Jesus obeyed the Father, doing His will, unto death. I'm a slave,
bought with a great price, who has been set free from a deceitful and abusive master. All I know is that I must follow
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Him, as His slave, even unto death. I'm compelled. If I must endure the Great Tribulation, then I will do so with His
name on my lips. If I am spared the Great Tribulation, His name will be praised from my lips. So, the way I see it, all I
must seek to do is please Him in whatever circumstances come.
I don't know if pre-tribulation or post-tribulation or any other doctrinal theory is the correct one. Not until I seek God for
myself. I have no more trust for men in these matters. All I know is that scripture says that in this world, we will have tri
bulation. It is to that, that this article speaks the victory to me.
God bless you and keep you.
Re: - posted by Tears_of_joy, on: 2008/2/3 23:42
Quote:
------------------------psalm1 wrote:
I hate to be the bearer of good news...
-------------------------

David, the good news are not that God will spare you out of tribulation, but that He will get you through tribulation! And e
ven if you lose your head, you will be still victorious because of our Lord Jesus victory on the cross! And you will reign wi
th Him forever! Remember the words, and never forget them:

Dan 3:17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us o
ut of thine hand, O king.
Dan 3:18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which t
hou hast set up.
Don't you think that is time for you and all of us together to loose the plastic cross of the wordily christianiy which promis
es no suffering and tribulations and just laughing and dancing through the narrow way and to grasp the old ragged wood
en cross on which you also loose every right of yours and joining the suffering of our Lord? (I'm writing you directly beca
use in other thread you said that you like brotherly rebuke)
May God bless your heart,
Kire
Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/4 0:13
simpleliving, God bless you too and that is some testimony.
How did you loose your best friend?
I have lost several friends over the years and I know it hurts deeply.
I agree it is best to seek God for revelation on truth.
I have caught many preachers making unbiblical statements.
I am in extreme minority here in my stand on the pretrib rapture and it doesnt matter to me if the whole world disagrees
with me.
I have had my nose in the bible for 30 years and have found the post trib rapture to be an impossibility.
David
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Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/4 0:26
Hi bro Kire, I was referring to scripture not the consensus of the worldly Christianity.
It actually is the doctrine of post trib rapture that looks outside scripture to take their position.
Note the outrageous foundations of statements like"Tim lahaye lies" or "we reject the pre trib view because most of the
church believes in pretrib so we know it must be wrong" or "a little girls dream way back ...."
This is silly to me and yet I am the one accused of "shaky ground"?
Have you ever heard any post trib scholar mention the bride groom?

David
Re: - posted by Tears_of_joy, on: 2008/2/4 0:42
Hello David, this is really interesting situation.
Keith shared:

Quote:
-------------------------For 24 years I have believed in pre-tribulation. But, I must confess that I never studied and sought the Lord in this matter for myself.
It sounded good and it's what I wanted to believe, so I did, without hesitation.
-------------------------

You shared:

Quote:
-------------------------I have had my nose in the bible for 30 years and have found the post trib rapture to be an impossibility.
-------------------------

Would you allow the possibility that on the 31-th year the Lord could reveal to you that you have been wrong all the time
?
Paul said:
1Co 8:2 And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.
And don't get me wrong, I don't believe that this is life or death question, there are much more important questions. But I
can see the fruits of this doctrine are not good and that's my concern. And if this doctrine is bad, then it is also unavoida
ble the bearing of bad fruits from it. Sooner or later, in one area of the life or other.
Kire
Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/4 1:06
The only one 100% right is God.
So if he says it I suppose you need to take it up with him.
And yes you are right I am desperately lacking compared to God but maybe on A good day i could give someone a run
for their money.
Just kidding!
However I am able to put on my "oppositions" shoes and search diligently to explore every avenue. And I have done jus
t that and i find the post trib position as the most lacking of all.
There are several point of interest that absolutely dont fit in the post trib position.

Page 7/52

Articles and Sermons :: The Church and The Tribulation -- Zac Poonen

David
Re:, on: 2008/2/4 4:08
Quote:
-------------------------Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the wo
rld, to try them that dwell upon the earth.
Rev 3.10
-------------------------

I don't mean to be disagreeable here with you David, but I have never found in any dictionary where "keep" means to ~ta
ke away from or take out of~. When I look it up, it means to maintain, to remain, to continue.
And you can look it up here at (http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/keep) http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/kee
p and in all of the 54 meanings listed there keep means to maintain, to remain and to continue.
I'm not saying that I'm all giddy and looking forward to the tribulation. But my trust is in Him regardless... whatever I go t
hrough in my life, whether I live that long or not, I know and believe that He will indeed "keep" me in whatever I go throu
gh.
God bless,
Re:, on: 2008/2/4 6:33
David, The true good news is that He's coming again. However the question is one of timing. I really hope that you can b
e willing to back off of your statement that the post trib rapture is an "Impossiblity". That is a very strong statement.It basi
cally says you know all there is to know past, present and future concerning the second comming of Christ. I used to bel
eive in post trib right when I first got saved twenty years ago. Then I got into the Hal Lindsey books and started seeing s
cripture through those pre trib glasses. However over the following years as I continued to read the word with the desire
to go with what it says on all topics I started seeing post trib again. After much study I have since settled on it. However I
give grace and mercy to my brethren who hold to a pre or mid or pre wrath position. Talk later, God bless John
Re: The Church and The Tribulation -- Zac Poonen - posted by SimpleLiving (), on: 2008/2/4 7:44
No matter what our beliefs are regarding the Great Tribulation, we do know it will happen. We will also have tribulations
leading up to that time. The Bible promises us that tribulation is part of the Christian's life. But the tribulations aren't wh
at's important.
What is important is that God has provided everything we need to endure to the end, which is victory! Job was an amazi
ng man who endured so much and kept the praises of God on his lips during times that would have defeated most men,
especially today. He didn't endure to the end, rather he was up and down. But Job didn't have grace, like we do today.
We have the promise of the Holy Spirit!
This is what's important! The new covenant is a blessing and God has provided exactly what we need no matter what tri
bulations we go through, great or small! This is what I wanted to encourage my brothers and sisters with. To endure for
His glory!
As God used Job as a witness to Satan, let Him also commend us! If we take the route of debate from this, instead of th
e promise of victory, giving glory to God, then we divide ourselves and are no witness at all. We just show that our desir
e to be right means more. No man is perfect, but we know the One who is and He makes Himself available to us!
Re: - posted by hisremnant, on: 2008/2/4 8:40
Praise Jesus!!
2ti 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.
Note the statement "will suffer" Not might or perhaps.
Poonen wrote:
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Quote:
-------------------------However the words of Jesus are clear: "In the world YOU HAVE TRIBULATION. But take courage; I have overcome the world" (Jn.
16:33). He never promised that we would escape tribulation - whether small tribulations or the great one. But He did say that we could overcome even
as He overcame. He is far more interested in making us overcomers than in saving us out of tribulation, because He is far more interested in our chara
cter than in our comfort.
-------------------------

It can't be put much more plainly than that. the confusion with most people is that they can not differentiate between trib
ulation and God's wrath.
Tribulation and suffering is to be expected and even met joyfully by by the saints. It comes from the worlds hatred of Ch
rist. The saints are not subject to Gods wrath.
1th 5:9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
These are two different situations entirely.
As for a secret "rapture" Jesus warns us about this right here.
Mt 24:24 "For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even th
e elect.
Mt 24:25 "See, I have told you beforehand.
Mt 24:26 "Therefore if they say to you, 'Look, He is in the desert!' do not go out; or 'Look, He is in the inner rooms!' do no
t believe it.
Mt 24:27 "For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

The whole world will know when HE comes.
Hisservant rich
Matthew 4:17
Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/4 11:58
hisremnant, If you are in India then you must have heard that Christians are heavily persecuted by Hindus.
I dont understand using fairness as a basis for studying Gods word. That somehow it isn't fair to say the 5 wise virgins
dont go through the tribulation.
If we use this method of interpretation then God owes Uzzah (in theory) an apology.
I have never seen the word" secret " used in connection with the rapture.And yet another catch phrase used by anti pre
trib debators.
The reason I say the rapture is impossible at the end of the tribulation is because of the many objections to such a
notion.
Now if you take the position of the second coming as a single event then I can see why you espouse this doctrine.
The second coming is twofold.
He comes for his bride before the tribulation.
This is the picture the 10virgins points to. The five foolish stay behind.
The wise go on to heaven with the groom.
By rev 19 or 20 they are no longer the bride they are the wife. It is them they return with the Lord on the white horses.
The wedding supper having been completed in heaven.
Now he comes not for the church as a groom but as a conquering king.
The ones left behind are martyred by Antichrist, however some defect and take the mark.
The martyrs are there on the white horses with the raptured saints.

Page 9/52

Articles and Sermons :: The Church and The Tribulation -- Zac Poonen

The martyrs also get to heaven and also attend the wedding supper.
The reason it would be impossible for a post trib rapture is you cannot make every event fit into a single coming at the
end of the tribulation period.
I believe the scriptures pointing to the pretrib rapture need to be reconciled.
It is not that i am locked into a false interpretation. My position has been taken after years of study and putting myself in
the shoes of the post trib position.
Post trib has way too many loose ends.
Just lay aside the word tribulation and look at the bridegroom.
This is the angle that separates us.
The tribulation is Gods purpose.
The wedding of the bride and groom is second only to Hebrews 9.
Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/4 12:03
John, What part of Iraq are you in? Are you in the military?
Anyway may God bless you and protect you.
It must be awesome being there.
David
Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/2/4 13:35
Quote:
-------------------------You would think the desire to go through the tribulation would be as popular as the desire to jump into a pit filled with vipers and bro
ken glass. As illogical as it may seem, there appears to be a large number of Christians that fully expect to get roughed up before Christ returns.
-------------------------

I think it's interesting that he seems to infer that the reason some don't believe in a pre-trib rapture is only because they
have "the desire to go through the tribulation." Wouldn't it be more natural to want to be delivered from pain or persecuti
on rather than go through it? I think most would agree with that statement. How do we know that those who believe in a
pre-trib rapture aren't just going off a natural feeling rather than scriptural revelation? It's more illogical to believe a doctr
ine out of feeling or fear than it is to believe it on the basis of revelation.
I realize that can come off a little offensive because it imputes ill motives to someone, but it's the same rhetoric that the a
uthor of the quote just used. I mainly just said the above to show that many who have actually studied these doctrines a
nd come to opposite conclusions it isn't because of bad motive or living off of feelings. It's because that is honestly what
they see in the scriptures.
PS. The pre-tribbers are wrong. :-P
Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/4 18:20
preachparsely, I believe the reason for the wording "desire to go through the tribulation", is because of the scripture bein
g clear about a pre trib rapture.
The wedding supper,the white horses, the 10 virgins and direct word of scripture,one would think,needs to be reconcile
d.
Jesus said"I will not drink with you again until the day i drink it new with you in my fathers kingdom"
He was referring to the marriage supper.
Now lets assume Jesus comes back after the tribulation for his bride(the rapture)
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It is clear that the saints never reach heaven under this theory.And so do not attend the wedding supper.
Thus a major hole in the posttrib doctrine.(one of many)
Only a twofold coming and a pretrib rapture reconcile the scripture i have brought forth.

David
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 5:11
Psalm1, I can't say exactly where I am for opsec reasons. I am in the Army and I am in southern Iraq. This is my second
tour.
Learning Arabic and learning the way different Iraqi's live and practice Islam is very important. I have been able to share
with a "few" a little bit of the true claims of the "prophet" Jesus.
I would encourage all of us to pray for the christians that are in Iraq. Pray that they would be revived and become a pow
erfull native missionary voice for the Lord!! Talk later,God bless, John
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 5:14
Psalm1, Are you sure that the wedding supper takes place in heaven? Could it take place at Jerusalem after the trib and
at the beginning of the thousand year reign on earth? God bless, John
Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2008/2/5 10:23
Hello...
I really don't like the terms "pre-trib," "mid-trib" or "post-trib." Why? These are not entirely descriptive of the terrible time
in which the world will live.
Tribulation, in my opinion, is here now. It has been around since the time of the early Church. The early believers were
persecuted and tortured for their faith (and even sawed in two, as described in Hebrews 11:32-38). The "god of this
age" has always been at work in the terrible attempt to destroy the true Church and Gospel of Christ. How will this be
different in the last days?
Instead of using the word "tribulation" (in regard to this final hour before the Second Coming), I prefer to use the word "
WRATH." The wrath of God is what will distinguish this time from mere Satanic tribulation. God will pour our His wrath (
which is being "stored up") through judgment upon the Earth in an unbiased fashion. At one point, an entire third of the
Earth will be destroyed. This includes EVERY man, woman and child. This wrath makes no distinction between nation,
race, tribe or even faith. All of these "blanket" judgments (bowls, trumpets, seals, etc...) of God's wrath are far worse tha
n the simple tribulation that Satan has used to attack believers throughout eternity. It is literally the just persecution of th
is world at the will of God.
Currently, I lean toward a pre-wrath "catching away" of the Church. Why? I do not believe that we (the Church) are app
ointed to suffer such wrath from God. It has never (as far as I can tell) been the nature of God to pour out his indiscrimin
ate judgment upon His own innocent children. Tribulation, on the other hand, has been endured for centuries. Somewh
ere today, a believer will probably give his or her last full measure of devotion in sacrificing themselves to the Lord throu
gh the hand of evil persecution or tribulation. The wrath of God, however, is not evil. I see the Church not as vessels of
His wrath, but vessels of His mercy (Romans 9:22-24).
If the Church is appointed to suffer this period of God's wrath and we are killed at the judgment of God, so be it. I am wil
ling to suffer at the hand of God. However, if we are appointed to be preserved from God's wrath (like Noah in the flood
or the Hebrews in the Passover), then so be it. Either way, it is a win-win situation for believers. Like Keith Green said,
"Pray for pre-trib but be prepared for post-trib."
But I do shy away from the term "tribulation." In this world, we will have tribulation (and persecution). That is beyond qu
estion. However, the wrath of God is an entirely different matter altogether. I shy away from using such a general term t
o describe a specific time of terror. I also shy away from individuals who point the finger of "deception" at those who beli
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eve differently in terms of the End (or who are simply not convinced in one way or the other). There is a reasonable arg
ument on both sides of this issue -- enough to merit caution when discussing it with others. I lean "pre-wrath" (a sudden
"catching" or "taking away" of the believers, the wrath of God (mingled with further persecution and tribulation from the "
god of this age," followed by the Second Coming). However, I completely understand the feeling by some of a "post-wra
th" coming of the Lord. I don't feel the liberty to render a final proclamation or verdict in such matters.
The key: Be ready! The Lord is returning at a time when we think not (and not even the Son knows of that time)!
:-)
Re: - posted by Tears_of_joy, on: 2008/2/5 10:43
Quote:
------------------------ccchhhrrriiisss wrote:

Tribulation, in my opinion, is here now. It has been around since the time of the early Church. The early believers were persecuted and tortured for th
eir faith (and even sawed in two, as described in Hebrews 11:32-38). The "god of this age" has always been at work in the terrible attempt to destroy t
he true Church and Gospel of Christ. How will this be different in the last days?

-------------------------

Chris, it's quite surprising to ask this fundamental question about the tribulation and persecution of the church in the last
days, since the Lord Jesus clearly told us:
Mat 24:21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor
ever shall be.
Mat 24:22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those da
ys shall be shortened.
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 10:54
Hi Chris, hope all is well with you and yours.
Brother, as hard core as you are for "facts", your post really broke my heart. I could barely find one line that lined up
with HIS WORD.
It was all conjecture and no Scripture backing at all.
The Saints - by now - should even be "understanding" Daniel chpt.s 7-12 - nonetheless the entire N.T. chpt.s and verses
regarding the resurrection.
This is a "doctrine" of the Church we're discussing here and not a CT, that may have opposing viewpoints. In fact we're
warned at the end of Revelation, that if we take away or add to this topic of His Second Coming - we're in worse than a
pickle.
Do you have any true idea HOW MUCH of the Bible is dedicated to this subject???
That's a Very Important question brother - Very Important.
The O.T. and New are jam-packed - literally - and Jesus said, "Behold, I have told you ALL things."
You ended with:
Quote:
-------------------------The key: Be ready! The Lord is returning at a time when we think not (and not even the Son knows of that time)!
-------------------------
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Wrong. Only those who do not watch will be taken by surprise and the Son only didn't know the time when He was still i
n the flesh.
He has been restored to His former Glory-Co-Equality as God since the resurrection.
He only comes as a thief in the night for those who are not watching ALL that is written that have been given as signs of
those days.
It is a lie that we cannot know. Jesus said so as well as Paul and Peter and John.
Once again, 'please' - look at the overwhelming amount of Scripture that addresses "those days" from the O.T. to the Ne
w.
It is dangerous to speculate and all the more so as that day approaches.
If I can collect all of those chpt.s and verses from the O.T. to the New that regard "those days" than you know - anybody
can.
And the fact that they are so voluminous, proves that saying words like "I prefer" - "I think" - "I shy away" and so forth, is
actually anti-Scripture.
In His Love, sincerely.
Annie

Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/5 11:02
bro. thank you so much for your sacrifice to our country. I do definitely appreciate you.
Concerning the marriage supper.
It happens in heaven.
rev19; 7Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath mad
e herself ready.
8And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness
of saints.
9And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith un
to me, These are the true sayings of God.

note the setting is heaven and the bribe is now the WIFE .
also note they ride with Jesus on the white horses to do battle with antichrist.

Compare that to matt26;29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drin
k it new with you in my Father's kingdom.
and john 14; 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you.
3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also.
Note that in a post trib scenario none of this is possible.

Like I said before the confusion is in using the tribulation period as a backdrop or basis for interpreting the end times eve
nts.
I believe this is improper as the groom has his eye on the bride and not antichrist.
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If you lay aside tribulation, and just look at the marriage of the bride and groom you will see post trib as an impossibility.

God bless you bro and protect you,
David

Re:, on: 2008/2/5 11:15
Dear Brother David, you are making a very large mistake by pulling seperate scripture verses from their context.
When one reads anything from Rev 19 they must read straight through - as the ONE dialoge that it was written as - unto
the end of the Book.
Chpt.s 19-22 were written to be read as one continuous story of the End.
Then you will read also of The New Jerusalem - the "place" He is preparing.
Then get a cross-reference Bible - the older the better and cross-reference as you read.
LORD protect you also.
His Love.
Annie
Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2008/2/5 11:24
Hi HE_Reigns...
Thank you for your "warning" about my leanings. I hope that you wouldn't get "offended" if I questioned your spiritual
judgment simply because of your belief in "post-trib."
I have considered the "facts" from the Word of God. Yet I cannot find a deciding factor that would make me believe that
the Church is appointed to suffer God's WRATH. Yes, it will be a time of "tribulation" -- but it is tribulation coming FROM
GOD'S WRATH. I am somewhat convinced that God does not want to pour his wrath upon His own people. But this is
my own estimation about the Scriptures. I apologize that you are so offended by the distinction that I made as being
"anti-Scriptural" (as opposed to presenting my belief as an inarguable fact).
Some of us are still not perfect, sister. Please forgive my earthly shell. Not all of us can be 100% completely perfect in
every single doctrinal issue.
Believe me, I am not 100% convinced of a pre-wrath "catching away" of the Church. But I am somewhat less convinced
that God is going to kill His people together with unbelievers when He indiscriminately destroys a third of the Earth, etc...
That being said, the possibility remains open in my mind that the Church might be appointed to suffer the wrath of God.
I only wish that you would be open to even the slightest possibility (or less prejudiced against those who believe) that the
Church might be "taken" before God begins pouring out His wrath upon the Earth. We are not wanting to "believe a lie"
as you suppose. Some of us are searching for the truth.
Contrary to your assumption, most pre-trib people that I know are "watching" for the Lord's return. Why would you think
that we are not? Are you so vastly superior in your "perfect knowledge" that you suppose that everyone who doesn't agr
ee with you is less spiritual or less knowledgeable? Not even the Son of God knows when He is returning (Mark 13:32 -which is ironic if there is indeed a 7 year period and our Lord understands mathematics)!!! How can you pretend to kno
w? It is utterly ridiculous to claim that the Lord is not going to come for anyone who is not fulfilling your personal definitio
n of "watch."
I am praying for pre-wrath. I am prepared to die for our Lord nonetheless -- regardless of whether this happens at the h
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ands of the world, Satan or God. Either way, we win! To live is Christ and to die is...
:-)
Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/2/5 11:28
Quote:
------------------------psalm1 wrote:
preachparsely, I believe the reason for the wording "desire to go through the tribulation", is because of the scripture being clear about a pre trib rapture
.
The wedding supper,the white horses, the 10 virgins and direct word of scripture,one would think,needs to be reconciled.
-------------------------

I don't see where any of those references clearly say "I am coming to gather my church before I come the 2nd time." By
your comment about you believe those things need to be reconciled, you admit that the main reason you think there mus
t be a pre trib rapture is due to your interpretation of several events. Most pre-trib teachers have a laid out plan and then
since they suppose their chart is right, they demand for something like a pre-trib rapture. If there isn't a plain text that sa
ys "seven years before Christ's second coming he will come for the church" then there isn't a plain verse that teaches th
e pretrib rapture. Again, the reason anyone believes a pretrib rapture isn't due to a plain scripture, but because they inte
rpret several events in a certain way which demands for a pretrib rapture. Does that make sense?

Quote:
------------------------Now lets assume Jesus comes back after the tribulation for his bride(the rapture)
It is clear that the saints never reach heaven under this theory.And so do not attend the wedding supper.
Thus a major hole in the posttrib doctrine.(one of many)
Only a twofold coming and a pretrib rapture reconcile the scripture i have brought forth.
-------------------------

How do you know that the marriage supper is literally a sit around the table type of thing? Do you interpret the white hor
ses you mentioned to be literal horses coming? Or do you interpret it symbolic to represent something? I think it's intere
sting that those scriptures you referenced are all symbolic or parables, yet you demand that the marriage supper is litera
l. Why?
Also, the marriage supper even if took literal, isn't very long. It's at the end of the tribulation that is after the great whore
is destroyed.
Rev 19:1 And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory,
and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:
Rev 19:2 For true and righteous his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with
her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.
Rev 19:3 And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever.
Rev 19:4 And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, say
ing, Amen; Alleluia.
Rev 19:5 And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both s
mall and great.
Rev 19:6 And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mi
ghty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.
Rev 19:7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready.
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Re:, on: 2008/2/5 11:51
Dear Chris, I am not "offended".
I fear you have this fear of my taking this personally. Not in the least and quite the Contrary. My concern is for your nonScriptural conclusions on this major doctrine. For you and for yours, as I do truly care for you and your family - never sto
pped since I first met you.
As far as any of us being "perfect" - there are many different words for "perfect" - in this case it is to live up to the light th
at has been given or with Scripture - the light that has been 'searched out'.
There are more Scripture on His Second Coming than any other doctrine in our Statement of Faith.
Hmmm, gives us a clue how important this was/is to HIM.
Ignorance of these Scriptures is purely willfull - and surely not His Will.
If you read Revelation carefully - "the wrath" is mentioned three times as "the vials" which comes after "the Tribulation".
Again in this reply you are stating "you prefer to believe" - whether worded exactly that way or not.
You cannot back up these beliefs with Scripture in Context.
We were told to watch the signs and not just watch for Jesus to come but those things that are mentioned in Matt 24, Ma
rk 13, Luke 21 - just for a Very Few. Nonetheless The Revelation and all that Paul and Peter had to say - then onto the
O.T. - most especially Daniel.
I am not insulting you but you have some attempts at personal insults toward me in your post.
I posted 1 Corth 13 last night and that's my only motive - otherwise I wouldn't post to you at all.
Love you Brother.
Annie
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 12:03
Quote:
-------------------------In Rev. 12, we read of Satan being enraged with certain people. There we read of him first trying to devour the Man-child (Jesus Ch
rist) that the woman (Israel) had brought forth into the world. Satan could not succeed there, and the Man-child grew up, completed His ministry and as
cended up to the throne of God (Rev. 12:4,5). Satan's fury is now directed against the younger brothers of this Man-child. These are described as thos
e "who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus" (Rev. 12:17 b). These are the disciples of Jesus whose life is characterise
d by total obedience to the commandments of God and who boldly hold fast to the testimony of Jesus. They open their mouths, speaking about everyt
hing that Jesus Himself testified to - for this is "the testimony of Jesus". There are very few like these on earth today, for there are very few churches in
the world now preaching total obedience to God's commandments.
-------------------------

Added.....
Revelation 12:5And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caugh
t up unto God, and to his throne.

This is referring to the rebirth of Israel, not the Church.
Revelation 12 is referring to a Kingdom first promised to Israel where Jesus will sit on the throne of David and rule the N
ations with rod of Iron......Jesus Messiah died on a cross and rose again, to return to fulfill those promises to Israel.
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When Jesus Returns, the Church will return with Him....
We know Paul told us...the Church..that we would meet HIM in the clouds, therefore the Rapture of the church Jesus will
not set foot on earth.
When He returns to execute JUDGEMENT and WRATH upon those who have received the mark of the beast.
Revelation 15:2-4
2And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his
image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.
3And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.
4Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship bef
ore thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.
Yes, at the Earthly return of Jesus Christ, those who do come through the tribulation and Nations as well, will come and
worship, for His judgements will then be made manifest.

The Church does not sing the song of Moses as they overcome the mark of the beast, for we are overcomers NOW in C
hrist.

Revelation 17:13-14
13These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.
14These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: a
nd they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.
So, those ****with*** Christ during this great battle are the *called*, *chosen* and *faithful*.....who would that be, The Ch
urch
Again: Jude speaks of this great time of God's wrath and Judgement stating:
Jude 14And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thou
sands of his saints Hummmmmm...doesn't say angels, but Saints....US...the called, chosen and faithful! The Church....
.this is part of the Mystery Paul is telling us in Ephesians.......That we would know the hope of OUR Calling....
To do what:
15To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they
have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.

Love in Christ
Katy
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Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2008/2/5 12:08
Sister HE_Reigns...
I have no doubt that you mean well with your warnings. But can you reread your post to me? Can you see how it can
appear condescending to those who lean toward a belief in a "rapture" or "taking away" of the Church before the hour of
God's wrath? You make it appear that you are concerned for our eternal souls -- as if we could go to Hell for not
believing in a post-wrath manner.
This was not meant to shoot barbs. I am not "offended" at all by your views -- even if I might disagree with them.
However, you do appear to express yourself in a manner that leaves no room for human error. But we are confined to
our Earthly shell until we can see His face. I used to believe in pre-trib. Then I went to post-trib. Then, after long
serious study, I currently lean toward pre-wrath (for several good reasons that are often almost scoffed by some post-trib
bers).
I responded to this thread simply because I wanted to make a distinction between the word "tribulation" and the hour of "
GREAT TRIBULATION" that is coming. The Church has always faced persecution and great tribulation. Someone toda
y (February 5th, 2008) will probably give his/her life for the Gospel in a communist or Islamic nation. They might even s
ee their family murdered for the faith. However, the "Great Tribulation" is different only in that Satan will know that his ti
me is short, and more importantly, the period will be terrible because of God's wrath! God will indiscriminantly pour out d
estruction upon entire portions of the Earth -- annihilating entire populations at the time. I currently don't feel that God h
as appointed us believers to suffer that wrath.
Please don't take this wrong. This is not calling your belief a "lie" (like you have done to us). This is not attacking your i
ntegrity. This is not attacking your ability to "discern" the Word of God. This is simply a topic that has been debated for
a long time. I don't feel that it is expedient to go about proclaiming something as 100% undeniable truth that isn't quite 1
00% undeniable.
:-(
Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/2/5 12:09
Quote:
-------------------------If you read Revelation carefully - "the wrath" is mentioned three times as "the vials" which comes after "the Tribulation".
-------------------------

Can you show me where it shows the wrath being after the tribulation? Are you meaning the wrath doesn't come until Hi
s coming? I'm not saying this to challenge, but to hear it expounded.
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 12:09
Once again the problem is with pulling a few scriptures from here and there.
We are resurrected "at His Coming" and those coming "with Him" are those Paul said, "the dead in Christ shall rise first THEN we who are alive and 'survive' will be caught up together with them IN THE AIR".
Context and having every Scripture that pertains to "those days" must be before our eyes.
Is Zac Poonen arrogant for writing what he has on Revelation or Ryle or the many others?
Most importantly - why is there so very very much Scripture on "those days and His Day" in His Word?
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Re:, on: 2008/2/5 12:17
Hia Brother Preach.
First we have the Seals opened and the last seal lets loose the Seven Angels with the Seven Trumpets - with the
seventh trump come the vials ...
Rev 15:1 And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in
them is filled up the wrath of God.
Rev 15:7 And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth
forever and ever.
Rev 16:1 And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials o
f the wrath of God upon the earth. Rev 16:2 And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a
noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshiped his image.

There are some of us who do believe that we are caught up at the seventh trump - in the "air" - AS the vials are being po
ured out and some because of verse 16:2 believe they'll be protected through the wrath - nevertheless - we all agree tha
t we are resurrected AT His Coming.
Let me know if I didn't answer as you've asked.
Bless you!
Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/2/5 12:19
Quote:
------------------------We know Paul told us...the Church..that we would meet HIM in the clouds, therefore the Rapture of the church Jesus will not set foot on earth.

-------------------------

Isn't this the same thing Jesus said?
Mat 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
Mat 24:31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
To me, this looks very similar to what Paul said.
1Th 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the tr
ump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
1Th 4:17 Then we which are alive remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 12:23
Quote:
------------------------PreachParsly wrote:
Quote:
------------------------We know Paul told us...the Church..that we would meet HIM in the clouds, therefore the Rapture of the church Jesus will not set foot on earth.
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-------------------------

Isn't this the same thing Jesus said?
Mat 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of
man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
Mat 24:31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of h
eaven to the other.
To me, this looks very similar to what Paul said.
1Th 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in C
hrist shall rise first:
1Th 4:17 Then we which are alive remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be wi
th the Lord.
-------------------------

Great post Preach - the Cross-Reference to 1 Thess 4:16 that you gave above is -Rev 10:7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be
finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.
Very Good!
Can't Wait!!!
Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/5 12:31
Annie , I agree it is good to look at all scripture.
You are wrong about the return of Jesus for his bride . It is a surprise to the remnant and all others.
Note the parable of the 10 virgins.
Matt.25;6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.
7Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.
8And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.
9But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and
buy for yourselves.
10And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the
door was shut.
11Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.
12But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.
13Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.

Con cerning the "bride" and "place"
It is you that is trying to "fit" events.
I dont think you can draw that concusion without a major stretch.
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The Holy city being referred to in ch.21 is an actual city with walls.
1) the bride is in heaven in ch 19 and she has become the wife.
2) Jesus told the disciples Matt26 29But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day w
hen I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.
The point is Jesus went "up" into heaven to prepare a place.
We find the white horses the bride,the "place" and the marriage supper all "up" in heaven.and she is referred to as the wi
fe all in the same breath.

Now fast foreward to ch21 9And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seve
n last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.
10And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem
, descending out of heaven from God,
11Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;
12And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, whi
ch are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:
13On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.
14And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
15And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof.
16And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelv
e thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal.
17And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is,
of the angel.
18And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.
19And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation wa
s jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald;
20The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chryso
prasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.
21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gol
d, as it were transparent glass.
22And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.
23And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lam
b is the light thereof.
24And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and
honour into it.
25And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.
26And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.
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27And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a li
e: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.
I dont know what is proven here except to confirm everything i have brought forth.
You may be trying to place the marriage supper of the lamb in ch21?
Nobody reading that would come to that conclusion.
Also note rev21;9.............wife......descending out of heaven.

David

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/2/5 12:35
Quote:
-------------------------Rev 15:1 And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled u
p the wrath of God.
Rev 15:7 And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth forever and ever.
Rev 16:1 And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the ea
rth. Rev 16:2 And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark
of the beast, and upon them which worshiped his image.

There are some of us who do believe that we are caught up at the seventh trump - in the "air" - AS the vials are being poured out and some because o
f verse 16:2 believe they'll be protected through the wrath - nevertheless - we all agree that we are resurrected AT His Coming.
Let me know if I didn't answer as you've asked.
-------------------------

Do you believe this wrath being poured out is before or after his coming/our gathering?
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 12:53
Hi Brother Preach.
This is where most post-trib folks may differ in opinion, as I said above because of Rev 16:2 as posted.
We all see that we are resurrected AT His Coming - but some of the best believe the vials over-lap the Trumpets - while
others believe the vials are poured out AS He is Coming in the clouds and we're resurrected to meet Him in the air AS H
e is coming and pouring out these Judgments upon the earth.
Either view is alright with me - as long as one sees the multitude of verses that show Only One Coming of the LORD an
d that that is when we meet Him in the air.
Good discussion.

I'll take some time to reply with Scripture David, if that's O.K.. Better to do it off-line because it's long.
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Thank you!
Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/5 13:02
Annie, I cant reconcile matt24 with1th 4. You are trying to make two separate events into one.

They dont fit in any way.
you are saying gathering the elect IN HEAVEN, through angels, is exactly the same as gathering the dead from graves b
y Jesus?

1th 4;13But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even a
s others which have no hope.
14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
15For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shal
l not prevent them which are asleep.
16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of G
od: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: a
nd so shall we ever be with the Lord.
18Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
Please note you are also comparing an event of "comfort" 1th4;18, with an event "shall all the tribes of the earth mourn"

There are many many other points to this . One of which is Imminent return.
We are commanded to watch not for antichrist but for Jesus.
In a post trib position Jesus cant come until after antichrist has his bloodbath.

David

Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2008/2/5 13:10
Hi HE_Reigns...
Quote:
-------------------------Once again the problem is with pulling a few scriptures from here and there.
We are resurrected "at His Coming" and those coming "with Him" are those Paul said, "the dead in Christ shall rise first - THEN we who are alive and '
survive' will be caught up together with them IN THE AIR".
Context and having every Scripture that pertains to "those days" must be before our eyes.
-------------------------

Do you not see how those who believe in a Â“taking away" before the hour of GodÂ’s wrath can say the same thing abo
ut you? Thankfully, they don't choose to exercise such supposed liberty because of a disagreement.
Quote:
-------------------------Is Zac Poonen arrogant for writing what he has on Revelation or Ryle or the many others?
-------------------------
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Should we place our faith in Zac Poonen...or Ryle? David Wilkerson still believes in a "rapture" that comes before the h
our of God's wrath, as does Carter Conlon (according to an email that I received from Times Square Church Assistant P
astor Neil Rhodes). So what! They are ALL flawed human beings Â– just like you and me!
Quote:
-------------------------Most importantly - why is there so very very much Scripture on "those days and His Day" in His Word?
-------------------------

And yet there is so very, very much disagreement on the interpretation of these passages and the meaning of the Â“Day
Â” of the Lord! I have explored the different notions and ideas regarding the Â“Day of the LordÂ” as related to Bible prop
hecy. Is there a single Â“day of the LordÂ” or are there other days known as the Â“day of the Lord?Â” This is a great qu
estion Â– one for which I cannot provide a 100% definitive answer. Likewise, I donÂ’t respect the views of the pre-trib cr
owd any more than those of the post-trib crowd. If we are true believers, then we are longing for the return of our Lord a
nd to see His face! Can we be so bold as to dismiss the credibility of those who disagree with us or warn them of the Â“
dangerÂ” of believing mostly the same but admitting the possibility of a Â“catching away?Â”
Regardless, there is still room for discussion without dismissing the alternative ideas as Â“lies.Â” The notions that are cl
ear are:
1. Persecution and tribulation have always existed for believers.
2. However, the days are growing worse.
3. The wrath of God is coming.
4. The wrath of God will result in God pouring out judgment indiscriminately upon entire portions of the Earth resulting in
the deaths of entire populations.
5. Jesus will come to Earth again.
The only question that I have is whether or not the Church will be appointed to suffer the Wrath of God. Will God gather
the true Church before He pours out His wrath upon this world? There are many reasons that I feel point to this. Like yo
u, Annie, I have studied the Scriptures diligently, in context and as a whole. I just donÂ’t feel secure enough to make a c
laim in a manner that cannot be questioned or that calls all other beliefs a Â“lie.Â”
I donÂ’t preach that the Â“raptureÂ” will occur. I donÂ’t preach that believers will be forced to endure the hour of GodÂ’s
wrath. When I speak to others, I let them know of the different scenarios that are common amongst both sides. I still ho
pe to be taken from this world before the hour of GodÂ’s wrath, but I am prepared to die for Him Â– even if it happens at
His own hands. I just want to see Jesus.
:-)
Re: - posted by Tears_of_joy, on: 2008/2/5 13:14
Quote:
-------------------------psalm1 wrote:
You are wrong about the return of Jesus for his bride . It is a surprise to the remnant and all others.
-------------------------

David, this is not what the Bible reveals to us. We don't know the exact 'day and hour knoweth no man' of His coming,
but the times and seasons are not surprise to the remnant, it will surprise to the world and the christians in name only.
Read carefully the words of the apostle Paul:
1Th 5:1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.
1Th 5:2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.
1Th 5:3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a w
oman with child; and they shall not escape.
1Th 5:4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.
1Th 5:5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.
Do you think this is surprise? Surprise will be if you not ready and waiting and living in darkness.
Mat 24:42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
Note here, it is written hour, but not the times and seasons.

Page 24/52

Articles and Sermons :: The Church and The Tribulation -- Zac Poonen

Re:, on: 2008/2/5 13:26
Hia David - this is to your first post to me. I'll be back with a reply to this second one. :-)
Hey, it's my Favorite Subject - HE'S COMING BACK !!!! Yeeee-haaaaa !!!

Quote:
-------------------------David wrote:
Annie , I agree it is good to look at all scripture.
You are wrong about the return of Jesus for his bride . It is a surprise to the remnant and all others.
Note the parable of the 10 virgins.
Matt.25;6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.
-------------------------

Brother, how is this a "surprise" ? The "midnight cry" was 'heard'.

Quote:
-------------------------7Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.
8And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.
9But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.
10And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.
11Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.
12But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.
13Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
-------------------------

This parable proves that there will be a period of darkness BEFORE the Bridegroom comes.
"The Brightness of His Appearing" would not require such a ample supply of "oil" to see one's way through the dark.
The foolish virgins did not store up enough oil to get through until His Coming.
By time they realized and tried to go get some somewhere and tried to make it to "the marriage" - the Lord shut them out
for their foolishness of not having enough oil to last them "until That Day".
Verse 13 is our admonition to stay alert and watch - which the Wise virgins did and the foolish didn't. That is the warning
.
It only says that we don't know the "day nor hour" - but we are exhorted that - 1Th 5:4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkne
ss, that that day should overtake you as a thief.

Quote:
-------------------------Con cerning the "bride" and "place"
It is you that is trying to "fit" events.
I dont think you can draw that concusion without a major stretch.
The Holy city being referred to in ch.21 is an actual city with walls.
-------------------------

Do you actually believe that Jesus is building us actual mansions for each of us in Heaven or is the New Jerusalem what
He is preparing ?

Quote:
-------------------------1) the bride is in heaven in ch 19 and she has become the wife.
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-------------------------

No where does it say that the Church has been resurrected before Rev 19:4-6 at "The FIRST ressurrection".
There are many seen "in Heaven" from Chpt 6 of Revelation on - but they were killed or died.

Quote:
-------------------------2) Jesus told the disciples Matt26 29But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it
new with you in my Father's kingdom.
The point is Jesus went "up" into heaven to prepare a place.
We find the white horses the bride,the "place" and the marriage supper all "up" in heaven.and she is referred to as the wife all in the same breath.
-------------------------

No scriptures say "UP" brother. Again - one must read Rev 19 - 22 without pulling verses, but as a whole.

Quote:
-------------------------Now fast foreward to ch21 9And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagu
es, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.
10And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of
heaven from God,
11Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;
12And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve
tribes of the children of Israel:
13On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.
14And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
15And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof.
16And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length
and the breadth and the height of it are equal.
17And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel.
18And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.
19And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire;
the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald;
20The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth;
the twelfth, an amethyst.
21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.
22And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.
23And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.
24And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it.
25And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.
26And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.
27And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in
the Lamb's book of life.
I dont know what is proven here except to confirm everything i have brought forth.
-------------------------
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See the Emphasised verses ? It is saying the opposite of all you've brought forth.

Quote:
-------------------------You may be trying to place the marriage supper of the lamb in ch21?
Nobody reading that would come to that conclusion.
-------------------------

No brother - the supper is in the whole of chpt 19 not 21.

Quote:
-------------------------Also note rev21;9.............wife......descending out of heaven.
-------------------------

Yes I know, but earlier you said it was "a place - a city".
By chapter 21 - yes, we are in our Resurrected-Glorified Bodies. We will not be restricted to earth in that state. He by v
erse 21:9 has destroyed the earth and has made a new Heaven and New earth - so it's the beauty of the mystery of "the
place He is preparing for us."

Re: Main point - Only One Coming -, on: 2008/2/5 13:41
I'd have to say in reply, One must ask themselves ...How many times is He coming ?
#1 ~Â“In His & the FatherÂ’s GloryÂ” ?
#2 ~ Â“ In the cloudsÂ” ?Â“
#3 ~ Â“With the AngelsÂ” ?
#4 ~ Â“As a Â‘ThiefÂ’ Â” ?

~ Jesus Coming in Â“GloryÂ” ~

Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every
man according to his works.
Matthew 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mou
rn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory:
Mark 13:26 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.
Luke 9:26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he
shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels.
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Luke 21:27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
2Thess. 1:9 who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his p
ower;
2Thess. 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall
destroy with the brightness of his coming:
Titus 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ
Rev. 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.
Rev 19:12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no ma
n knew, but he himself.
Rev 19:13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.
Rev 19:14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.
Rev 19:15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them wit
h a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
Rev 19:16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.

~ Jesus Â“Coming in the CloudsÂ”.

Matthew 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mou
rn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
Matthew 26:64 Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.
Mark 13:26 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.
Mark 14:62 And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the
clouds of heaven.
Luke 21:27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
Acts 1:9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of the
ir sight.
Acts 1:10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white appa
rel;
Acts 1:11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up f
rom you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
1Thess. 4:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord i
n the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
Revelation 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kin
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dreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

~ Jesus Â“Coming with His AngelsÂ“.

Matthew 13:39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the ang
els.
~Matthew 13:41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offen
d, and them which do iniquity;
~Matthew 13:48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast
the bad away.
~Matthew 13:49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the
just,
Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every
man according to his works.
Matt 24:31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from th
e four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory:
Mark 8:38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him
also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.
~Mark 13:27 And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermo
st part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.
Luke 9:26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he
shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels.
1Thess. 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
2Thessalonians 1:7-10 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven wit
h his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lor
d Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of h
is power;
when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony amon
g you was believed) in that day.

~ Jesus Coming as a Thief ~

1Th 5:2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.
1Th 5:4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.
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2Pe 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
Rev 3:3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not wa
tch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.
Rev 16:15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and th
ey see his shame.

~ Verses mentioning, Â“till the EndÂ”.
~Matthew 10:22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.
Mat. 13:39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.
~Mat. 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.
Mat. 13:49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,
~Mat. 24:13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
Mat. 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall
the end come.
~Mat. 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, eve
n unto the end of the world. Amen.
Mark 13:13 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall b
e saved.
Luke 21:9 But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified: for these things must first come to pass; but
the end is not by and by.
John 6:39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but s
hould raise it up again at the last day.
John 6:40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have e
verlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.

John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last d
ay.
John 6:54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.
1Cor. 1:8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
~1Co 15:24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall
have put down all rule and all authority and power.
2Cor. 1:13 For we write none other things unto you, than what ye read or acknowledge; and I trust ye shall acknowledge
even to the end;
2Cor. 1:14 As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of th
e Lord Jesus.
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Heb. 3:6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing o
f the hope firm unto the end.
Heb. 3:14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end;
1Pe 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
1Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.
Rev. 2:26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: { cross
reference ~ Rev. 20:4-6}

Re:, on: 2008/2/5 13:58
Matthew 24:35-37
35Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.
36But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.
37But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
Acts 1: 6When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again
the kingdom to Israel?
7And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.
This is the second coming of Jesus to the earthÂ…Â…
Both one in the same, to execute Judgement on the earth and to set up the 1000 Year Kingdom Reign.
The day of the Lord is the Day of GodÂ’s vengeance and wrath. The **GREAT Tribulation** such as has never been
before on earth.
Joel 1:15
Alas for the day! for the the day of the LORD
is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come.
Joel 2:1
Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the t
he day of the LORD
cometh, for it is nigh at hand;
Joel 2:11
And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: f
or the the day of the LORD
is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?
Joel 2:31
The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible the day of the LORD
come.
Joel 3:14
Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the the day of the LORD
is near in the valley of decision.
Malachi 4:5
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Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful the day of the LORD:

Who is THEY and THEM?
1 Thessalonians 5
1But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.
2For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the LORD so cometh as a thief in the night.
3For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman wi
th child; and they shall not escape.
And who here are the YeÂ’s WeÂ’s YouÂ’s and UsÂ’s?
4But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.
5Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.
8But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of sal
vation.
9For God hath not appointed us to wrath (((((((( the day of the LORD )))))))
but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,
10Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.
11Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.
Love in Christ
Katy

Re: The Day of The LORD ~, on: 2008/2/5 14:02
The Day of The LORD. A Day of Both Reward and Judgment.

Â“That DayÂ” ~
Matt. 7:22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name and in thy name have cast o
ut devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
Matt. 24:36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.
Matt. 26:29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with yo
u in my Father's kingdom.
Mark 13:32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but
the Father.
Mark 14:25 Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the kingdo
m of God.
Luke 10:12 But I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that city.
Luke 17:31 In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it
away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back.
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*Luke 21:34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness,
and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.
Luke 21:35 For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.
1Thess. 5:4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.
2Tim. 1:12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have belie
ved, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.
2Tim. 1:18 The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministere
d unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.
2Tim. 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give m
e at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

Â“Day of judgmentÂ” ~
Matt. 10:15 Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment,
than for that city.
Matt. 11:22 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you.
Matt. 11:24 But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom, in the day of judgment, than for the
e.
Matt. 12:36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of j
udgment.
2Peter 2:9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judg
ment to be punished:
2Peter 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire agains
t the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
1John 4:17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so ar
e we in this world.

Â“The DayÂ” ~
Matt. 25:13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
Luke 17:30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.
Rom. 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.
Rom. 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on t
he armor of light.
1Corth. 3:13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire;
and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
Heb. 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: a
nd so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
2Peter 1:19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that s
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hineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:

Â“His DayÂ” ~
Luke 17:24 For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heav
en; so shall also the Son of man be in his day.

Â“Last DayÂ” ~
John 6:39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but s
hould raise it up again at the last day.
John 6:40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have
everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.
John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last d
ay.
John 6:54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.
John 11:24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.
John 12:48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, t
he same shall judge him in the last day.

Â“Day of the LordÂ” ~
Acts 2:20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord
come:
1Thess. 5:2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.
2Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a gre
at noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

Â“A DayÂ” ~
Acts 17:31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom h
e hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

Â“Day of wrathÂ” ~
*Rom 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and reve
lation of the righteous judgment of God;
Rom 2:6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds:
Rom 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life:
Rom 2:8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrat
h,
Rom 2:9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile;
Rom 2:10 But glory, honor, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile:
Rom 2:11 For there is no respect of persons with God.
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Rev 6:17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

Â“Day of RedemptionÂ” ~
Eph 4:30 And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.

Â“Day of VisitationÂ” ~
1Peter 2:12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, t
hey may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.

Â“Day of GodÂ” ~
2Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a gre
at noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
2Peter 3:11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conv
ersation and godliness,
*2Peter 3:12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be diss
olved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

Â“The Great DayÂ” ~
Jude 1:6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting ch
ains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.
*Rev. 16:14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the who
le world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.
Rev. 16:15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and t
hey see his shame.

Â“Day of our Lord Jesus ChristÂ” ~
1Corth. 1:7 So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:
*1Corth. 1:8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Â“Day of our Lord JesusÂ” ~
2Corth. 1:14 As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of
the Lord Jesus.

Â“Day of Christ JesusÂ” ~
Phil. 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of J
esus Christ:

Â“Day of ChristÂ” ~
Phil. 1:10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offense till the day of Chris
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t;
Phil. 2:16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither labored
in vain.
2Thess. 2:1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,
*2Thess. 2:2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us,
as that the day of Christ is at hand.
2Thess. 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;
2Thess. 2:4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God sitt
eth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Â“A Day of both Reward and JugdmentÂ” ~
(Remember, there were no divisions of Chapters and Verses in the original Scriptures.)
Isaiah 26:19 Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust
: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.
Isa 26:20 Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a litt
le moment, until the indignation be overpast.
Isa 26:21 For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the eart
h also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.
Isa 27:1 In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, eve
n leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea.
Isa 27:2 In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine.
Isa 27:3 I the LORD do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day.
***************
Joel 2:28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daught
ers shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
Joel 2:29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.
Joel 2:30 And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.
Joel 2:31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the L
ORD come.
Joel 2:32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount
Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.
NOTE: Most all of Joel is prophetic for the last days.
***************
Amos 5:13 Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it is an evil time.
Amos 5:14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the LORD, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have
spoken.
Amos 5:15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate: it may be that the LORD God of hosts
will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.
Amos 5:16 Therefore the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord, saith thus; Wailing shall be in all streets; and they shall say
in all the highways, Alas! alas! and they shall call the husbandman to mourning, and such as are skillful of lamentation to
wailing.
Amos 5:17 And in all vineyards shall be wailing: for I will pass through thee, saith the LORD.
Amos 5:18 Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to what end is it for you? the day of the LORD is darkness, a
nd not light.
Amos 5:19 As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his hand on the wall,
and a serpent bit him.
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Amos 5:20 Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no brightness in it?
****************
Zeph. 2:3 Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek me
ekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD's anger.
****************
Zech. 14:1 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee.
Zech. 14:2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, an
d the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off fr
om the city.
Zech. 14:3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.
Zech. 14:4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the
mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great val
ley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.
Zech. 14:5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye
shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall co
me, and all the saints with thee.
Zech. 14:6 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark:
Zech. 14:7 But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that
at evening time it shall be light.
Zech. 14:8 And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea,
and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be.
Zech. 14:9 And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.
NOTE: Many more Old Testament verses could have been given here.
****************
Matthew 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye to
gether first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
Mat 13:37 He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man;
Mat 13:38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wic
ked one;
Mat 13:39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.
Mat 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.
Mat 13:41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, an
d them which do iniquity;
Mat 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Mat 13:43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him
hear.
Matthew 13:47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:
Mat 13:48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the b
ad away.
Mat 13:49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,
Mat 13:50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Matthew 24:27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of t
he Son of man be.
Mat 24:28 For wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles be gathered together.
Mat 24:29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her ligh
t, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:
Mat 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
Mat 24:31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from th
e four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
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********************
Isa 40:5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath
spoken it.
Rev 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds
of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
****************

Isa 40:10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with hi
m, and his work before him.
Isa 62:11 Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salv
ation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.
Rev 22:12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.
****************
Mat 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man
according to his works.
1Co 3:13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and
the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
1Co 3:14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.

Rev 11:15 And the seventh angel sounded (the 7th / or last trumpet); and there were great voices in heaven, saying, Th
e kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever.
Rev 11:16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshiped Go
d,
Rev 11:17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast
taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.
Rev 11:18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, an
d that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small a
nd great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.

Rev 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them t
hat were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshiped the beast, neither hi
s image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a t
housand years.
Rev 20:5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.
Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but the
y shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
CR {Rev 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be
hurt of the second death.}
*******************************************************
Rev. 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly.
Rev. 22:21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
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Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2008/2/5 14:08
...so there ARE several different days known as the "Day of the Lord."
:-)
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 14:11
Anne, The Day of our Lord Jesus Christ is not the same as the Day of the Lord.
The Day of our Lord Jesus Christ is the day Jesus rose from the Dead, a New Day.....
Resurrection Day....
This is why Paul said we are of the **DAY** .....and children of the LIGHT.
OT Day of the Lord is God's wrath, having nothing to do with those of the Resurrection Day and those raised up together
with Christ.
Katy

Re:, on: 2008/2/5 14:15
We all possess the same Bible.
We choose what we see from the verses given in these posts.
That's the crux of it.
Some of us see that there is only One Coming of the LORD, at which time we are gathered unto Him (reward & judgmen
t DAY) - especially in Matt 13 alone - and One Day of the LORD as seen in the N.T. and cross-referenced to the Old. I a
m one that sees it that way. To each their own, the Word of God says. Shalom!
:-)
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 14:38
Philippians 1:6
Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Chri
st:
2 Peter 1:18, 19
18And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.
19We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:

2 Corinthians 4:6
For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge
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of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Katy

Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/5 14:41
Annie, my point is that the the foolish were caught unaware. This is a surprise. also at midnight the cry was made and th
e fact they slept and slumbered.
So yes it was a surprise just like if you were asleep and there was a knock on your door.
Also in your analogy of oil and light?
can you show me where this is consistent with other passages where oil is used?
If it is light being spoken of i believe it would have referred to light.
It refers to what some had and some didn't have.
Which is oil,or anointing, or intimacy.
The light came from the oil not visa versa.
This parable is simple the fools are fools due to the lack of oil,Gods presence,annointing,the believers first love. They ar
e not instructed to buy light, but oil.
The diligent (wise) have kept up their relationship with the groom. Illustrated by their "oil" ...Oil is a type.
This parable clearly points to the rapture.
Note bridegroom, door shut, and ...went in with him to the marriage.
Clearly some virgins (christians) were left behind.
You say no scripture says up?
You havent read 5And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven,
1These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that th
y Son also may glorify thee: acts11;1 Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which i
s taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
I found these three right away but there are more pointing to heaven being "up"

David
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 14:47
2Pe 3:1 This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembra
nce:
2Pe 3:2 That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment
of us the apostles of the Lord and Savior:
2Pe 3:3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,
2Pe 3:4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they we
re from the beginning of the creation.
2Pe 3:5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing o
ut of the water and in the water:
2Pe 3:6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished.
2Pe 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against th
e day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
2Pe 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousa
nd years as one day.
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2Pe 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, n
ot willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
2Pe 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
2Pe 3:11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy convers
ation and godliness,
2Pe 3:12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolv
ed, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
2Pe 3:13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous
ness.
2Pe 3:14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, with
out spot, and blameless.
2Pe 3:15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to
the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;
2Pe 3:16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, w
hich they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own destruction.
2Pe 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error
of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness.
2Pe 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and fo
rever. Amen.
Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/5 14:56
Annie, yes this is what must be asked. And since it is impossible to fit all the events into a comming at the end of the trib.
then there is no question that there is first a rapture and then a second comming at the end of the trib. period.
1th5; 9For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,
rev 3;10Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall c
ome upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.

Luke 21;36Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall c
ome to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.

David
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 15:22
The Lord Jesus told the Pharisees in John 8:56; Â“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see MY DAY : and he saw it, and wa
s glad.Â”
Jesus Christ said that Abraham saw (perceived) HIS DAY - MY DAY. How did Abraham Â“seeÂ” His Day? God reveale
d ChristÂ’s Day to him; hence, Abraham saw the Day, by faith, and was Â“glad.Â”

Abraham saw in a vision when he was to sacrifice Isaac, the resurrection.....that is the DAY Abraham was glad to see. T
he Day of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 8th day of circumcision was a sign of this NEW DAY.
When we worship Jesus Christ on the first DAY of the week, we celebrate the Resurrection Day.
Those today who are Born Again, and raised up together with Him are of the DAY....Resurrection Day....the beginning of
the NEW Creation.

Not OT be confused with **The day of the Lord** that terrible day. Abraham certainly wasn't glad to see THAT DAY!
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Katy

Re: - posted by broclint (), on: 2008/2/5 15:29
Annie, Chris, David, Katy and all,
Not going to get into the fray. Because I have already posted on this subject a few months ago. Just to say that the two
words that seem to be so significant if you study them through the whole of scripture is "last trumpet", and the word tribul
ation itself (looking at the Greek root and how it is variously translated). Mega tribulation... is a long way from the wrath
of God..the devil and his crowd can do their worst and it will only turn out for our good.... but the wrath of God, Moses as
ked, who can withstand. We are not appointed to wrath, true, but the tribulation that Jesus warned about was not His wr
ath, but the devil's and the world's tribulation against the saints.
David mark this one down as another one that we do not agree on, but will still love one another till we see that I win :-).

You said in one of the threads that you had studied this for 30+ years. Well here's hoping you will have enough years to
catch up with a few more of us, and by that time you may know some stuff :-P
I know this is a serious subject and I am by no means making light. I do believe however that those who will try... try to l
ose all their preconceived notions and simply read slowly the Lord's answer to this very question in the three Gospel's th
at so specifically answer the disciple's questions... disciples BTW who were certainly representative of those who would
be ready for whatever, you will change your views like so many of us have who were reared with the notion that we woul
d be swept away sans trib.
Clint
Re: - posted by SimpleLiving (), on: 2008/2/5 15:35
Someone here, in an earlier post, said that the Bible "clearly states..." (and then posted their view.) Since this debate ha
s been on-going for more years that any of us have been alive, I think it's safe to say that it's not "clearly stated."
I agree with Tears_of_Joy. Even when I held the pre-trib theory without checking it out for myself. We won't know the e
xact day and hour but we will know when the time is at hand. Look through-out history and you'll see that God has a ten
dancy to let the saints know when things were going to happen. (I'm at work and don't have referenced readily available
, I apologize.)
As for theories, or doctrines, there are very wise and respected Bible teachers and preachers that hold varying views on
the subject. Knowing that, I don't think this issue will be resolved in this thread. 8-)
Having just come out of a background of having been deceived for so many years, here's my take on the matter: I enjoy
this discussion and reading other people's views. But, my question is this: How many of you have actually taken the tim
e to seek God diligently on this and feel that you've heard back from Him? There's a difference between doing that and j
ust reading/studying the scriptures and deducing your own conclusions.
That's the approach I'm about to take on the subject. I'm going into this neutrally. I have no preferences as to how I wo
uld like it to be. I will simply seek God. He's the God who answers prayers, so, I'll be excited to see what He says.
Re: - posted by broclint (), on: 2008/2/5 15:49
Quote:
-------------------------How many of you have actually taken the time to seek God diligently on this and feel that you've heard back from Him? There's a dif
ference between doing that and just reading/studying the scriptures and deducing your own conclusions.
-------------------------

That is a very good question Brother Kieth, and I can honestly say that I did seek God on the subject, especially in view
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of the fact that as I began to search the scriptures there were too many questions that were totally unresolved to me in t
he pre-trib rapture theory. The pastor whose funeral I just recently preached had been preaching from the time I was bo
rn and I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that he was a man of God who lived a very holy life. I lived across the street
from him for 14 years. So I was very reluctant to even approach him on a subject that questioned something that he had
previously preached although he had not for some time preached on the subject. Finally I approached him and he did n
ot at all seem surprised but said that God had been dealing with him on the subject also. We agreed to pray and search
the scriptures and set a time about a month away to come back together and compare what we had found.
To make a long story short, we were both perfectly agreed after that month of research, and have both publicly apologiz
ed to the church for being in error and confessed that we had accepted the current teaching without the kind of research
and prayer that should have been done on the subject.
That said, it is not a matter of 'what God showed me'. It is a matter of every man working out his own salvation in the fe
ar of God. It is the matter of the Berean principle for each of us. And I appreciate and encourage your attitude to seek a
nd search till you know all that you can know regarding the subject.
(And this is not an argument nor meant in any way as a proof for anyone... sola scriptura Let the Word of God speak for i
tself)
Clint
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 15:54
Hi Bro Clint! Amen!!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hi David. Just wanted to look at a few of your scripture references ...
Rev. 3:10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from {see note}the hour of temptation,
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. {Same as John. 17:15, keep thee/them from #
5083, means to watch: as a warden; guard. Not take out of or away from, but guard}
Rev. 3:11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. {2Ti 4:8 Henceforth the
re is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to m
e only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. }

Luk 21:32 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled.
Luk 21:33 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.
Luk 21:34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, a
nd cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.
Luk 21:35 For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.
Luk 21:36 But watch ye (agrupneite de). Agrupneo&#772; is a late verb to be sleepless (a privative and hupnos, sleep). Keep awak
e and be ready is the pith of ChristÂ’s warning.
That ye may prevail to escape (hina katischuse&#772;te ekphugein). First aorist active subjunctive with hina of purpose.
The verb katischuo&#772; means to have strength against (cf. Mat_16:18). Common in later writers. Ekphugein is secon
d aorist active infinitive, to escape out.
{One cannot "escape" in a rapture 'by their own strength' but this verse is calling for perseverence to endure and escape
the "snare" of those days}
To stand before the Son of man (stathe&#772;nai emprosthen tou huiou tou anthro&#772;pou). That is the goal. There
will be no dread of the Son then if one is ready. Stathe&#772;nai is first aorist passive infinitive of histe&#772;mi. Robert
son's Greek.

And you quoted - Act 1:11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
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Act 1:12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's jour
ney.

The verses about His returning "in the clouds" on the previous page. And yes, He'll return to Olivet. Zec_14:4

Enjoying this also David. Thank you! ;-)
Maranatha!
Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2008/2/5 16:05
Hi broclint...
Quote:
-------------------------Just to say that the two words that seem to be so significant if you study them through the whole of scripture is "last trumpet", and th
e word tribulation itself (looking at the Greek root and how it is variously translated). Mega tribulation... is a long way from the wrath of God..the devil a
nd his crowd can do their worst and it will only turn out for our good.... but the wrath of God, Moses asked, who can withstand. We are not appointed to
wrath, true, but the tribulation that Jesus warned about was not His wrath, but the devil's and the world's tribulation against the saints.
-------------------------

But isn't this just the point? The "tribulation" that believers will experience during the "Great Tribulation" or "hour of God'
s wrath" will be bad -- perhaps as bad as what is described in Hebrews chapter 11 (getting sawed in two, stoned, etc...).
But the wrath of God is something entirely different. When God pours out His wrath indiscriminantly upon the Earth, enti
re portions of the Earth will be destroyed (i.e., 1/3 of the creatures killed, 1/3 of the Earth burned, etc...). Will God protec
t his people FROM this event -- or will God protect his people IN this event? Is this what you're saying?
There is no record in Bible prophecy (that I have ever seen) that shows that God will save a few people while His wrath i
s poured indiscriminantly upon entire portions of the Earth. It is my inclination from the Scriptures that the Lord might pr
otect us by taking us out of the world before God's wrath is so indiscriminantly poured.
No one is saying that believers must believe this way (in a pre-wrath "rapture"). All I am saying is that is at least plausibl
e. There is no need to have people scoffing at such beliefs (either pre-trib or post-trib) in a condescending manner. Ho
w is it condescending? Just check out the posts that seem to express concern about our eternal condition for accepting
the possibility of a "pre-wrath rapture." I take it all with a grain of sand, but some act as if they are speaking inarguable
words of God in regard to this issue. Is that proper? Can anyone be so 100% certain that a "rapture" might not take pla
ce?
Like I said, I lean toward a belief in a pre-wrath "catching away" in which believers who chose to follow Christ will be prot
ected from the wrath to come. However, I am aware of the possibility that such a "rapture" might never take place. I am
fully prepared to face persecution, tribulation and death -- even if it were handed out by the Wrath of God. Why is it that
so many post-tribbers seem to feel that pre-tribbers are not prepared to face such tribulation for the Lord?
I agree with Simple: This debate will not be won on this thread. But it would be nice if people on both sides of this issue
could express themselves without an "I know the truth and you do not! type of attitude. I'm not saying that this is the inte
nt of anyone, but it does come across as rather condescending when someone feels so 100% confident that they can ca
ll our beliefs or leanings "a lie."
:-(
Re:, on: 2008/2/5 16:17
Could I go off topic just for a moment and ask a personal question, just for my own understanding or attempt at understa
nding -- may I ask you Chris how old you are now? I used to know when I first met you and you had your own website but I can't keep track of everything about everyone, and barely what day of the week it is.
I mean no harm by asking - quite the contrary actually.
Love.
peanuthead
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Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2008/2/5 16:26
HE_Reigns...
Does it really make a difference in this discussion, sister?
:-(
Re: - posted by broclint (), on: 2008/2/5 16:26
Brother Chris,
I agree with Keith also, that it will not be settled on this thread, and I refer to my last post that it must be a matter of pray
erful consideration for each of us... there are a whole host of things that we are to "settle it in your hearts, therefore". Lik
e another thread where Bro. Mike B. said for us to be ready for "whatever". I think that is wise counsel.
The only problem that I see is with those who are so adamantly expecting a catching away "before" being so disillusione
d by the severity of something akin to the holocaust that it fulfills precisely what the Lord asked "nevertheless when the
Son of Man comes will he find faith on the earth?"
The fact that righteous and wicked can both perish at the same time is established in
Ezekiel 21:1 - 3 (NKJV) 1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2Â“Son of man, set your face toward Jerusalem
, preach against the holy places, and prophesy against the land of Israel; 3and say to the land of Israel, Â‘Thus says the
Lord: Â“Behold, I am against you, and I will draw My sword out of its sheath and cut off both righteous and wicked from y
ou.
And (here I go, I SAID I was not going to get into the fray :-( ) the prototypes in scripture in which there definitely was a ti
me of tribulation for the saints while at the same time wrath upon the wicked is the tribulations against the Children of Isr
ael prior to their exodus... pretty good picture actually. Plagues on the Egyptians while there was safety upon those who
listened to and knew and had a relationship with Moses. Second prototype would be the days of Daniel especially in the
challenge for all the world to worship the image whereas the three said basically to their tribulators (made up word) "go f
or it". It ended as the future will end with beast worship humiliated and those who were willing to lay down their lives vict
orious. But as they said, and as we must say, "either way, we will not bow".
Just some thoughts.... I am away from home and at the hospital so I am lame without access to much but what is on the
surface of my tired brain... one reason I am not into this...:-D
This thing I know beyond a shadow of a doubt, and that is that our faith is going to be tested one way or another before
we get out of here... so whatever we face, the Lord Jesus Christ, the One revealed in scripture, the Creator, CANNOT B
E DEFEATED BY CREATURES... so let us all keep the faith, regardless of long or how short we are required to remain
faithful.
Clint

Re:, on: 2008/2/5 16:38
Quote:
-------------------------Annie, Chris, David, Katy and all
-------------------------

I know I don't have all the answers here, but one thing that really has pressed upon my heart, and that is something the
Lord showed me a few years ago. Rev 10:7 " The Mystery of God is complete."
There is only one other time the exact words...The mystery of God" ( many mysteries in scripture) but is used in Colossi
ans 2 referring to the Church.
I could never find a complete peace with a rapture after Rev 3, simply because God said " come up here, because I see
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that from that point on John is seeing things from God's eyes, not man's. Just a thought.
The Mystery is the *Church*...the Body of Christ, a heavenly mystical union of being one with Him.....
Paul says this Mystery is Christ in you, the Hope of Glory, certainly not a hope of wrath to come.
I also believe all Christians SUFFER the moment they are identified with Jesus in death and resurrection life....and this i
s what the Spirit of the Life of Christ in us NOW is...***the suffering church***. We suffer because we are hated by the w
orld, yet the suffering during the Great Tribulation will be those who suffer because they rejected the Gospel....2nd Thes
s.
So to think that one has to wait until the Great Tribulation to somehow be complete,or prove something to God that they
can endure leaves out every Saint from the beginning, who have already passed, and will never see such a Day as this t
o come upon the whole earth.
I also am of the belief that starting Revelation 11 announces the Kingdom*S* of this world have now become the Kingdo
m of Christ, is a the announcement of the reign and rule of Jesus Christ upon the earth, and the remaining scriptures are
talking about the war against Israel....
Romans 11 state that out of SION will a deliverer come....and I believe this is what corresponds to these scriptures.
We know that all Israel will be saved...that is National Israel.....and after the fullness of the Gentiles (salvation) ...
And should not be confused with the times of the Gentiles (wrath).
Just some thoughts.
I guess this would be mid trib or pre wrath?????
But certainly scripture says we will be WITH Christ at His return to earth, so how did we come to be with Him, if not that t
he church is caught up with Him in the clouds.
Anyway,
Just my thoughts.
I do know that dominionists believe WE are to bring in Righteousness before Jesus can return, and also believe the chur
ch has replaced those promises to Israel. This is a dangerous teaching, and the only reason I get involved in any discus
sion about this coming time at all.
Those who teach dominion, or replacement are WOF, and the Emergent church, and cults like Mormons JW's etc . All o
f that teaching is so dangerous.
Thanks for listening
Katy

Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2008/2/5 16:45
Hi BroClint...
Quote:
-------------------------Like another thread where Bro. Mike B. said for us to be ready for "whatever". I think that is wise counsel.
-------------------------

I agree, and I think that this represents the gist of my posts.
Quote:
-------------------------The only problem that I see is with those who are so adamantly expecting a catching away "before" being so disillusioned by the se
verity of something akin to the holocaust that it fulfills precisely what the Lord asked "nevertheless when the Son of Man comes will he find faith on the
earth?"
-------------------------

Again, I agree. The "pre-trib rapture" should NOT be preached unless provided with a disclaimer. I think that there is ro
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om enough for disagreement to not go about preaching one way or the other as the only possibility. However, some do t
end to imply that any alternative to post-trib is a LIE. Is this proper?
I understand the arguments made by post-trib adherents. They may, in fact, be correct. In fact, I used to be quite settle
d on post-trib. However, after having seriously studied the issue and much time in prayer, I don't feel "secure" that this i
s the case. I am not saying that "God told me" that there will be a "rapture." Quite the contrary. When I prayed, I didn't
hear God tell me either way was correct! Now, before someone goes about and scoffs at this, let me be clear: I pray tha
t I am still tender clay in the hands of God. I don't think that this issue is 100% settled either way -- no matter how much
someone insists.
I also do not think that anyone has a cause to question any sort of possible deceptability because of a view in this matter
. It seems (at least to me) that pre-trib believers are often scoffed at by the post-trib crowd. Often, it does seem to come
across as a condescending (although sincere) warning about possible "deception." We sometimes feel "spoken down to
" and are warned that we are not properly "watching" for the Lord's return. Can't we agree that we are all (hopefully) sea
rching for the truth in this matter? Like Brother Keith implied, we will probably not reach a consensus by this single threa
d. And like you said, we should be sincerely praying about what we study in this regard everyday. But what is the dang
er in hoping for a pre-wrath escape while still being prepared to die or endure extreme tribulation for our Lord?
I lean toward a belief in a "catching away" of the Church just prior to the hour of God's wrath upon the Earth. I presented
the rationale for my current leanings in another thread once, but I was scoffed, mocked and ridiculed for it.
The point is that I feel that we should be very careful NOT to come across as condescending to those who disagree with
us on such a divisive matter. Is this issue firmly established in the Word? Is this a sacred tenant of the faith? Some wo
uld argue yes. I would say no (just by the preponderance of disagreement -- even amongst the brethren at SermonInde
x). We should not point to another person's belief or leaning in this matter and call it "a LIE" simply because it goes agai
nst what we sincerely think to be true. It's not like we are discussing something that is clear from the Word of God. We
are discussing something that has been debated for years! Is such rhetoric appropriate in the Body of Christ?
:-(
Re: - posted by broclint (), on: 2008/2/5 17:08
Quote:
-------------------------Chris said: The point is that I feel that we should be very careful NOT to come across as condescending to those who disagree with
us on such a divisive matter.
-------------------------

Brother, I have to agree that we should never be condescending to one another period. There are certainly issues that I
could not and would not ever compromise and if it came to a discussion in which there was an adamant "you'll never con
vince me", I would have to just leave in the hands of God.
I heard a message last evening and I cannot remember the preacher's name, sad to say, but he made a comment that s
tuck with me regarding the fact that the devil showed all the kingdoms of this world to Jesus in a "moment of time". And y
et for all ETERNITY we will be learning more and more about the INFINITE wisdom of God. (not a quote just my added
observation) Were He to run out of things for us to see, explore, learn, then with a word, He could create another univers
e that outstrips this one as much as the sun outstrips the moon. To live for ETERNITY in the presence of God, what can
compare?
My main concern is that we live lives that are crucified to this old flesh that honors such a wonderful King that would con
descend to love such a worm as I. Whatever we face, may God help us to say as Job, "though He slay me, yet will I trus
t Him!"
Clint

Page 47/52

Articles and Sermons :: The Church and The Tribulation -- Zac Poonen

Re: - posted by SimpleLiving (), on: 2008/2/5 18:03
I apologize if this was too touchy a thread to create. I really hoped it wasn't going to evolve into a debate of tribulation
doctrines for exactly the reason I mentioned earlier - it has no chance of being resolved in this thread.
After I read Zac Poonen's article, I was encouraged by the hope and encouragement it gave regarding tribulations of the
every day sort. Who couldn't use some encouragement with those? I think everyone would agree that those are happe
ning right now!
This discussion went much better than any other one I've seen on this the subject, though. Sometimes I think the spirit o
f competition sneaks into the Christian life. Why do I say that? Look at "the world" around us: sports have turned into id
olatry and its own religion, political correctness says that everyone is right and we can sue anyone who hurts our feeling
s. Everything is focused on "me" and is based on feelings and emotions, which now run frighteningly hot among people.
Don't agree? How about the man that shot three people dead over an argument about the Super Bowl. Who batted an
eyelash at that news story? No one. It's commonplace.
But for us. We're different. We're new creations. We're family. We're on the same side. Discussions are great but hea
ted debates, arguments and taking small "innocent" shots at each other is worldly behavior, not Christlike. We can't eve
n use the excuse that "we're just human" because that goes against scripture. We're new creations and have the Holy S
pirit and grace to guide us. These are choices we're making and these choices affect our eternity.
Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/5 18:42
I have no problem placing the rapture before the tribulation. not because of anything or any teaching but because I have
weighed the options and explored each possibility(that I know of) and in order to reconcile the scripture I have brought fo
rth.
Where we differ is the second coming as one event.
If it is then I cant reconcile the scriptures I have brought forth.
I am not trying to make them fit anywhere.
I am trying to see what position to take in light of those verses.And they dont line up with a post trib event.
The only way i can see these scriptures reconciled is for the 2nd coming to be two fold.
It is this point that we differ.
And btw I came from a A millennial church setting but saw differently when I read my bible.
I dont know but i think yall refer to them as preterist now.
I am highly interested in this topic and I am not predisposed to either view because i did not come from those backgrou
nds i came from a A millennial church.
If you can show me Im wrong then so be it .I will eat humble pie and be better for it.
However the scriptures (from where I sit) are increasingly pointing to a pre trib rapture,
The reason I said I had been studying 30 years was in response to the first or second post of this thread. The brother sta
ted he had been in dead works 23 or so years.
I think i wrongfully implied that I had racked up 30 years of straight study. NOT THE CASE!
I doubt I can even claim 10 years of straight study.(my bad)
I like you guys test the word and am shooting for truth.
I like it that my feet are held to the fire and I think that is a good thing!
David
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Re: - posted by psalm1, on: 2008/2/5 18:50
Bro. keith, I dont feel that way.
From my viewpoint this is a forum and as such any biblical topic is fair game(of course under the eye of the moderator)
But lively debate is a excellent chance to be "proven"
To test what you understand against all the other saints......Is awesome!
Where else can this be done?
You have an awesome opportunity with sermon index
Also you can pm any member you feel things are heating up , and tell them your heart to avoid offences.

David

Re: - posted by broclint (), on: 2008/2/5 18:51
Quote:
-------------------------I like it that my feet are held to the fire and I think that is a good thing!
-------------------------

I appreciate your 'tude about it Brother. Haven't had enough coffee to stay awake at this hospital, much less to bring tog
ether all my "years and years" :-) of study to the table.
I just want us all to make it, and I mean that. I hope SI will be in operation for this cyber family to keep having "iron to sh
arpen iron". There is so much to know "down here", just imagine what ignoramuses we are regarding what Paul said,Â“E
ye has not seen, nor ear heard,
Nor have entered into the heart of man
The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.Â”

Clint
Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2008/2/5 19:01
Hi Keith...
Quote:
-------------------------I apologize if this was too touchy a thread to create. I really hoped it wasn't going to evolve into a debate of tribulation doctrines for
exactly the reason I mentioned earlier - it has no chance of being resolved in this thread.
-------------------------

Brother, you don't need to apologize! I think that your heart appears quite transparent (like it should be) and your initial
post was self-explanatory! While I disagree with the manner in which some people almost "force-feed" their post-trib (an
d pre-trib) beliefs (with sort of a "my way or the highway" manner), I don't think that anyone would point such an accusati
on at you. I have found your fellowship quite refreshing, as I do with all of the brethren here at SermonIndex (even if the
re is the occasional bumping of the doctrinal heads). What a joy to publicly share our faith and encouragement with one
another! There are nations where such speech is literally against the law and punishable by death! We should never ta
ke one another for granted!
I have always found it perplexing that the matter is of such grave importance to some. I have seen people literally "shak
e the dust off" in regard to fellowship because of disagreement about the timing and exact manner of our Lord's return. I
have witnessed brethren part company of the most ridiculous of matters. Is this a petty matter? Yes and no. The timing
or manner of the Lord's return does NOT affect our relationship with Him. Yeah, there might be some who could possibl
y be shocked if a "pre-wrath rapture" doesn't take place. We should caution those who believe in the "rapture" about the
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possibility of enduring the hour of God's wrath. There might be some post-trib people who are shocked if a "rapture" tak
es place before the hour of God's wrath. I suppose that they would just have a thankful, sheepish grin.
Regardless, in the end, the end will come! We should all be prepared for the best or worst! We should be watching for t
he Lord's return and aware of the events as they transpire. But we should never be given to (or spreaders of) fear or par
anoia amongst the brethren. If our faith is grounded firmly in Christ Jesus, then why should we fear? While the position
of Times Square Church and David Wilkerson is (at least, according to an email response from Neil Rhodes) quietly rem
ains in the pre-trib camp, I like a quote that I found from him some time ago: "Pre-Trib, Mid-Trib, Post-Trib? I believe in '
Pan-Trib.' It will all 'pan out' in the end."
One thing is certain: Regardless of the exact manner or timing of the Lord's return -- I can't wait to see His face!!! Oh wh
at a glorious day that will be!!!
:-)
Re: - posted by SimpleLiving (), on: 2008/2/5 20:08
Quote:
-------------------------by psalm1 on 2008/2/5 17:50:40
Bro. keith, I dont feel that way.
From my viewpoint this is a forum and as such any biblical topic is fair game(of course under the eye of the moderator)
But lively debate is a excellent chance to be "proven"
To test what you understand against all the other saints......Is awesome!
Where else can this be done?
You have an awesome opportunity with sermon index
Also you can pm any member you feel things are heating up , and tell them your heart to avoid offences.
-------------------------

Brother David,
I think, since my testimony is one of coming out of a background of spiritual abuse, I may be more sensitive to it than so
me others. Not "sensitive" in a thin-skinned way. (Try to offend me and you'll fail. The only thing that offends me is taki
ng the Lord's name in vain or using it carelessly in an exclamation or joke. And I'll call anyone to task on that, whether it'
s a stranger or my boss.) I'm sensitive because I can see the little jabs coming. I can tell when a "just kidding" is not kid
ding at all. I know all of the polite Christian lingo used to insult and hurt other people. (Even when it's said "in love.") S
ome do it unintentionally, but that still speaks volumes about that person's inner life and what's in their heart.
I do believe debate has its place, even if I'm not one to participate in it often. But, they can easily become snares with v
ery thin lines that cross over into offense, anger, bitterness, pride and rebellion. A very thin line. Even under the eyes o
f a moderator. First, because a moderator can't be in every thread every day. I've moderated a forum before and know i
t's very difficult. Secondly, because we don't always know what stage of their Christian walk a person is in. We may kid
around or take to task someone we think we know, but who people claim to be online is not necessarily who they are in r
eal life. If a spirited debate gets a little out of line, we may end up heaping condemnation on them, not knowing that they
have an unspoken struggle. I've seen this happen so many times.
I believe, online debates can be fun, useful and productive! I don't want to hinder anyone's enjoyment of a good, healthy
go! But, I do believe we should have the wisdom to use the "PREVIEW" button and read our posts for a self-check on o
ur attitudes and motives so we aren't a stumbling block unknowingly.
!!! PLEASE NOTE !!! I'm speaking in general, not specifically towards any brother or sister here. I don't ever sign-off the
forums thinking, "Boy, brother so-and-so has an attitude!" When I find myself having any such thoughts about anyone, I
call that thought into submission and remember that that's someone God loves dearly.
P.S. I'm really not a stick-in-the-mud humbug. Really, I'm not! I've always been called an "old soul" if that helps clarify
anything about me! People tell me I was born 84 years old! My friends actually call me "Charles Ingalls, Jr," saying, "Ke
ith, you're life is so Rated-G!" :lol:
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Re:, on: 2008/2/5 20:21
Keith,
I was pre-trib for years, then mid-trib, then post-trib!!! THEN.... I read Rev 20 v.e.r.y. carefully and came to a far more
different conclusion than I ever have before!!! I don't think ANY tribulation doctrinal theory is the correct one anymore.
You might be interested in (http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/viewcat.php?cid528) David Pawson's R
evelation Series, 10 sermons. And also
(http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/viewcat.php?cid157&min260&orderbytitleA&show20) Zac Poonen's
Series on Revelation, about 18? sermons. Found on page 13 or 14 in Zac's list of sermons.
I'm not going to say what I've come to believe is "THE" way because I'm human and I'm flawed but as of today it makes
more sense than anything else I've heard of. I heard it first from Zac's sermon (#14 I believe).
Today I believe what should concern God's people is NOT the rapture but attaining to the first resurrection. Are they on
e and the same? I don't know. Read Rev 20 very carefully.

Quote:
-------------------------4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded
for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.
5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.
6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ
, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
-------------------------

I believe the first resurrection is for those who've set aside their lives, their thoughts, their opinions and took up their cros
s and followed Him!! Am I in that number? As of today, no I am not. I would hope to attain to it.
Now, here is the most interesting part... The second resurrection is NOT for all those who are going to hell. It is where t
he rest of the dead (christians AND unsaved) are resurrected so they can stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ...

Quote:
-------------------------11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found
no place for them.
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and t
he dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.
13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man acc
ording to their works.
-------------------------

My question is, if all the Christians are raptured or resurrected in the first resurrection, why is there a need for the book o
f Life to be pulled out for the 2nd? There would be no need for it.
So I'm seeing that there "IS" a division between those who set aside their thoughts, their opinions, their own beliefs so th
at they can be holy, like Christ. We are saved by grace but made holy by MUCH sacrifice and possibly suffering on our
part.
With this realization has come many changes in my life. It's making me much more aware in the way I live, speak, and t
hink. My desire is to go in the 1st but I am not so arrogant as to think I will. But armed with this knowledge things are cha
nging in my life for the good whether I make the first or not, Praise God!
God bless,
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Re: - posted by SimpleLiving (), on: 2008/2/5 20:36
Thank you for sharing that, Lisa. I find it interesting because I'm beginning to find more and more people with a similar v
iewpoint.
I appreciate the suggestions, and I may check them out eventually, but this is something that I truly want to seek God on
first. I'm making it a habit to seek God with my questions before seeking the council of men. We all have the same Bibl
e and the God answers prayers. We're promised that if we seek Him first, and diligently, asking for wisdom, that He will
give it. That excites me! It's also great training in learning to hear His voice! The more we seek Him, and hear from Hi
m, the more evident His voice will be, especially when it's just a whisper during a storm!
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