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The Christlike Life
(from Andrew Murray's book: The Secret of the Abiding Presence)
"Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." - Phil. 2:5
And what was the mind that was in Christ Jesus? "Being in the form of God, He emptied Himself, taking the form of a se
rvant, being made in the likeness of men; and He humbled Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea the death
of the cross." Self-emptying and self-sacrifice, obedience to God's will and submission in love to men, even unto the de
ath of the cross -- such was the character of Christ for which God so highly exalted Him. Such is the character of Christ
that we are to imitate. He was made in the likeness of men that we might be conformed into the likeness of God.
Self-effacement, self-sacrifice that God's will might be done and that man might be saved -- such was the life of Christ. "
Love seeketh not its own." This was His life: He lived only to please God and to bless men.
Let no one say that this is an impossibility. "What is impossible with men is possible with God." We are called to work o
ut this salvation of a Christlike character with fear and trembling, for "it is God that worketh in us both to will and to do of
His good pleasure."
He of whom Christ said, "It is the Father in Me that doeth the works," is He who works in us to will and to do.
It has been said that "the missionary who is to commend the gospel must first embody it in a character fully conformed t
o the likeness of Jesus Christ. It is only as far as he can live Christ before the eyes of the converts that he can help the
m to understand his message. It has at times come to pass that our representatives on the field, just because they are
what we have made them, have far too often hidden the Christ whom they are giving their lives to reveal."
As the church aims at making some marked degree of likeness to Christ's character the standard for Christian teachers,
our missionaries will be able to pass this on to their converts and say to them: "Be ye followers of us, even as we are of
Christ."
Let us not rest until our faith lays hold of the promise, "It is God that worketh in us." The confidence will be aroused that
as the character of Christ is the revelation with which every missionary has been entrusted, so the power will be given to
fulfill this high and holy calling. Let ministers and missionaries and all intercessors make this their one great plea and ai
m: to have this mind that was in Christ Jesus.

Re: The Christlike Life - Andrew Murray - posted by tjservant (), on: 2008/2/14 12:20
Quote:
-------------------------It is only as far as he can live Christ before the eyes of the converts that he can help them to understand his message.
-------------------------

Amen.
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Re: The Christlike Life - Andrew Murray - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2008/2/14 12:55
I would just like to comment on this Secret Series of booklets from Andrew Murray, they are outstanding.
There are twelve booklets, each booklet has a short daily reading that centers on a particular theme for that month. For
example, the devotional posted in this thread is from the booklet which concerns the secret of dwelling in the Abiding
Presence of Christ every moment of every day, this is one of my favorites in this series. I have been reading these for
several years now and they are a tremendous blessing. This series is highly recommended, you can get them from CLC
Publications for a very reasonable price at the following link...
(http://www.clcbooksonline.com/catalog/shop/os_clcpublications/index.php?cPath95) The Secret Series by Andrew Mur
ray
In Christ,
Ron
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