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5 Puritan Evangelism Lessons
The Word of God is preached too often today in a way that will not transform listeners because it fails to discriminate an
d fails to apply. Such preaching is reduced to a lecture, a demonstration, a catering to what people want to hear, or the k
ind of subjectivism that is divorced from the foundation of scripture . . . Reformed and Puritan preachers applied their ser
mons to every part of life, all of Scripture to the entire man. They were unashamedly doctrinal. We can learn much from t
hem on how to evangelize, such as:
1) Speak the truth about God. That seems obvious. But how often do we speak to others about God's majestic being, Hi
s Trinitarian personality, and His glorious attributes? How often do we tell others about His holiness, sovereignty, mercy,
and love? Do we root our evangelism in a robust biblical theism, or do we take our cues from modern evangelism which
approaches God as if He were a next-door neighbor, who adjusts His attributes to our needs and desires? How often do
we speak to others about how God and His majestic attributes have become experientially real to us?
2) Speak the truth about man. Do you talk to others about our depraved nature and our desperate need for salvation in J
esus Christ? Do you say that you are no better than they are by nature; that we are all, apart from grace, sinners with a t
errible record, which is a legal problem, as well as a bad heart, which is a moral problem? Do you talk to them about the
dreadful character of sin; that sin is something that stems back to our tragic fall in Adam and affects every part of us, so
dominating our mind, heart, will, and conscience that we are slaves to it? Do you describe sin as moral rebellion against
God? Do you say that the wages of sin is death, now and for all eternity?
3) Speak the truth about Christ. Do we present the complete Christ to sinners, not separating His benefits from His pers
on or offering Him as a Savior while ignoring His claims as Lord? Do we offer Christ as the grand remedy for the great m
alady of sin and repeatedly declare His ability, willingness to save, and preciousness as the exclusive Redeemer of lost
sinners? Do you exhibit the way of salvation in Christ in your faith and repentance? Paul said, "I testified to you publicly
and from house to house repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:20-21). Do you likewi
se evangelize your friends and neighbors when God offers that opportunity? Do you explain to them what faith and repe
ntance are in a born-again sinner?
4) Speak the truth about sanctification. Do you tell others how a Christian must walk the King's highway of holiness in gr
atitude, service, obedience, love, and self-denial? Do you tell how he must learn the art of meditation, of fearing God, an
d of childlike prayer? How he must press on by God's grace, seeking to make his calling and election sure? Do you disci
ple your associates in the need for habitual, experiential faith, repentance, and godliness?
5) Speak the truth about eternal consequences. Do not be afraid to speak about the consequences of despising the bloo
d of Jesus Christ. Do not flinch from describing damnation and hell. As one Puritan wrote, "We must go with the stick of
divine truth and beat every bush behind which a sinner hides, until like Adam who hid, he stands before God in his nake
dness." We must speak urgently to people around us because many are on their way to hell. We must confront sinners
with the law and gospel, with death in Adam and life in Christ. Let us use every weapon we can to turn sinners from the r
oad of destruction so they may, through grace, experience a living, experiential relationship with God in Jesus Christ. W
e know from Scripture and by experience that an omnipotent Christ can bless our efforts and rescue a dead sinner, divor
ce him from his sinful lusts, and make him willing to forsake his wicked ways and turn to God, fully resolved to make Go
d his goal and his praise. Acts 5:31 says, "Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Savior, for to gi
ve repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." Praise God for the experience of His amazing grace toward us in Chris
t.
Joel Beeke
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Amen. How different would the spiritual climate of America be if all the pulpits simply followed these 5 lessons in the unc
tion of the Holy Ghost?
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