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May the Lord stamp this in me forever and ever, In Christ. Amen. I think it would do you good to say the same prayer.
----------------------------------------------"But there was a difference! It wasnÂ’t trying to convince a "good" man that he was in trouble with a "bad" God. But that i
t was to convince Bad men that they had deserved the wrath and anger of a Good God! And the consequences were re
pentance, that lead to faith, and lead to the life. Dear friends, thereÂ’s only one reason - one reason for a sinner to repen
t: and thatÂ’s because Jesus Christ deserves the worship and adoration and the love and the obedience of his heart. No
t because heÂ’ll go to heaven. If the only reason you repented, dear friend, was to keep out of Hell, all you are is just a L
evite serving for ten shekels and a shirt! ThatÂ’s all! YouÂ’re trying to serve God because HeÂ’ll do you good! But a rep
entant heart is a heart that has seen something of the enormity of the crime of playing god and denying the just an righte
ous God the worship and obedience that He deserves!
Why should a sinner repent? Because God deserves the obedience and love that heÂ’s refused to give Him! Not so that
heÂ’ll go to heaven. If the only reason he repents is so that heÂ’ll go to heaven, itÂ’s nothing but trying to make a deal or
a bargain with God.
Why should a sinner give up all his sins? Why should he be challenged to do it? Why should he make restitution when h
eÂ’s coming to Christ? Because God deserves the obedience that He demands!
I have talked with people that have no assurance that sins are forgiven. They want to feel safe, before theyÂ’re willing to
commit themselves to Christ. But I believe that the only ones whom God actually witnesses by His Spirit and are born of
Him, are the people, whether they say it or not, that come to Jesus Christ and say something like this, "Lord Jesus, IÂ’m
going to obey you, and love you, and serve you, and do what you want me to do, as long as I live, even if I go to Hell at t
he end of the road, simply because you are worthy to be loved, and obeyed and served, and IÂ’m not trying to make a d
eal with you!"
Do you see the difference? Do you see the difference? Between a Levite serving for ten shekels and a shirt or a Micah b
uilding a chapel because God will do you good, and someone that repents for the glory of God.
Why should a person come to the cross? Why should a person embrace death with Christ? Why should a person be willi
ng to go, in identification, down to the cross and into the tomb and up again? IÂ’ll tell you why Â– because itÂ’s the only
way that God can get glory out of human being! If you say itÂ’s because heÂ’ll get joy or peace or blessing or success or
fame then itÂ’s nothing but a Levite serving for ten shekels and a shirt. There is only one reason for you to go to the Cro
ss, dear young person Â– and thatÂ’s because until you come to the place of union with Christ in death, you are defraud
ing the Son of God of the glory that He could get out of your life. For no flesh shall glory in His sight. And until youÂ’ve u
nderstood the sanctifying work of God by the Holy Ghost taking you into union with Christ in death and burial and resurr
ection, you have to serve in what you have and all you have which is under the sentence of death: human personality, a
nd human nature, and human strength, and human energy. And God will get no glory out of that! So the reason for you t
o go to the cross isnÂ’t that youÂ’re going to get victory Â– you will get victory. It isnÂ’t that youÂ’re going to have joy Â–
you will have joy. But the reason for you to embrace the cross and press through until you know that you can testify with
Paul, "I am crucified with Christ.." (Galatians 2:20) It isnÂ’t what youÂ’re going to get out of it, but what HeÂ’ll get out of it
, for the glory of God. By the same token, why arenÂ’t you pressed through to know the fullness of the Holy Spirit? Why
arenÂ’t you pressed through to know the fullness of Christ? IÂ’ll tell you why Â– Because the only possible way that Jes
us Christ will get glory out of a life that HeÂ’s redeemed with His precious blood, is when He can fill that life with His pres
ence and live through it his own life."
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