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In the Morgue, Not the Doghouse
The first reason we need a Savior is that without a Savior we are all dead in our trespasses and sins. Paul says this
twice in the text. In verse 1 (literally): "You being dead in your trespasses and sins . . . " Verse 5: "Even when we were
dead in our trespasses . . . "
If you were to ask most people why sin is a problem, and why we need a Savior from it, they would say that sin makes
us guilty before God and brings us under condemnation; and so we need a Savior who can forgive our sins and take
away our punishment. And that is absolutely right. But that is not the point of Ephesians 2:1 and 5. That is not all we
need.
The reason we need a Savior is not just that we are in the doghouse with God and need to be forgiven for offending his
glory. We need a Savior because we are in the morgue. In the doghouse you might whimper. You might say you are
sorry. You might make some good resolutions. You might decide to cast yourself on the mercy of God. But what can you
do if you are in the morgue?
What Does "Dead in Trespasses and Sins" Mean?
If this means what it looks like it means, we didn't need just any ordinary Savior, we needed a great Savior. What does
Paul mean when he says that we were dead in our trespasses and sins?
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