General Topics :: Sexual Purity - I hate my flesh

Sexual Purity - I hate my flesh - posted by moose34, on: 2009/1/28 7:47
I have done good for sooo long and then recently I have compromised with my eyes and my thoughts.And also my fle
sh I want to make an oath to God should I do that.
Re: Sexual Purity - I hate my flesh - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2009/1/28 8:36
All an oath means is that you're determined to try harder to not sin. This is a common mistake lots of believers make afte
r they yield to temptation and are distraught. I will share with you something very unpopular here: If you make an oath to
God, God will see to it that you break it. I know that sounds crazy, but it's true.
As long as you're making oaths to Him, you're expressing that you're be able to keep from sin by your own strength. It's
a clever trap that your flesh will play on you. From the moment of your salvation, God's aim has been to divorce you fro
m the idea that you can walk in a way pleasing to Him by your own efforts. The way He teaches you grace is by allowing
failure after failure to crush any attempt at living righteously that might begin in the flesh.
True Christianity is wrought by living your life from the inside out of Christ. Anything more than this can be achieved by w
illpower, and I've found that human willpower is not accepted by God. Instead, we must learn what it means to "walk in t
he Spirit" whereby the deeds of the flesh are mortifed. Now, if you could make an oath to God and keep it...imagine what
a boast you could make! Tragically, many preachers make this very boast before the unconverted and spiritually downtr
odden, and this does more to frustrate things than anything else.
Re: - posted by moose34, on: 2009/1/28 9:03
it's so true. All I've been doing is failing and then trying harder! And then I would feel proud and even said in my heart "
Well I won't talk to those "weaker " brothers that cannot control themselves, because I am sooo strong now ! Judging oth
ers. What should I do about my oath I don't want the Lord to punish me.
Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2009/1/28 9:16
It's a blessed thing when a believer comes to the realization you've come to. All of the broken oaths, the defeats, the
failures, the "letting God down"...all of these things God will use to work for your good, to teach you grace and the power
of the blood.
There is no condemnation, dear friend. Two laws are at play within you: the law of sin and the law of grace. The latter is
used to transcend the former, and God by the Spirit will teach you these divine physics in time...but not before you
confess your utter incapability to do anything for him but fail. Christ must finally take the centralized position in the
nucleus of your spirit. This position is wrought by Him allowing us to fail repeatedly - sometimes hundreds of times
before we finally surrender and lay down dead. Some of us are pretty thick-headed and die-hards. Notice, I speak from
personal experience. The process is painful indeed - yet necessary.
So, give up trying to please God, resolve to make no more resolutions, give up trying to live a sinless existence by your
own power, give up trying to meet the expectations of other holy men who have shared with you their testimonies. Stop
listening to legalistic preachers and reading their books and trying to emulate their lifestyles. The secret to victory is in
giving up like Jonah and allowing yourself to be tossed overboard - to just sink down, down, down into the dark depths
where God has a sancuary waiting to receive you. The reason you keep failing is because you're too strong. You need t
o become zero-level weak; God will then take the controls from your surrendered, resting hands and replace your efforts
with His strong, wonder-working power that passes all understanding.
Brother Paul
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Re: - posted by moose34, on: 2009/1/28 9:27
thanks bro !! God has been good to me, and I feel bad when I fail him. I also think me judging others was something ba
d too. I think that they don't care about God. My heart hurts. I wish I was baptized in the holy spirit.
Re: - posted by Fuegodedios (), on: 2009/1/28 9:27
Some scriptures to look at. These have helped me in the battle with sin.
Philippians 2:12-13
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, wo
rk out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good ple
asure.
Notice it is by the power of God that you will work out your salvation
Jude verse 24
Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling,
And to present you faultless
Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,
Ezekiel 36:26-27 (I love this one because it is a promise to those who have been regenerated it tells us of what the Holy
spirit will do inside us)
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a h
eart of flesh. 27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and
do them.
Notice the Holy Spirit empowers us to keep his word and overcome. This is amazing to me. Brother Paul is right if we ke
ep fighting the flesh with will power and Law we only come under the harsh task master of failure. Look to Jesus and his
merits alone to empower you causing you to overcome the flesh it is by the spirit that mortification is made effective.
By no means am I saying you will be a robot or a mere automation but the holy spirit will empower by his grace to do wh
at you could not do. and you will give him glory alone knowing that it was by his power alone not your efforts that victory
came.
Psalms 110:3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power
He will give you his grace that free unmerited gift to cause you to over come sin Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have do
minion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.

Re: - posted by Fuegodedios (), on: 2009/1/28 9:30
Also remember my dear brother God is at work and he started this wonderful work inside of you and is determined to fini
sh it in you causing you to be conformed to the image of his son. Check this out
Philippians 1:6
being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Chris
t
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Re: - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2009/1/28 11:00
Dear Brother,
You are getting some very good council from our brothers. The victory that you desire will not come from you trying ha
rder or making stronger resolutions, because it is not through our will power that we overcome. The victory comes by se
eing and believing that our old man (sin nature) has already been dealt with at the cross. WE have been given a new nat
ure, and the life of Christ that is in you will overcome everything that is in oppostion to it.
"The Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death." (Romans 8:2).
"Sin shall not have dominion over you." (Romans 6:14).
"Walk in the Spirit and you shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh." (Galatians 5:16).
"Present your bodies unto God as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable, which is your reasonable service." (Romans 12
:1).
Re: - posted by fuehrerbe21 (), on: 2009/1/28 13:34
also know that you are not alone. many men struggle with this. i appreciate what paul has had to say regarding this and
feel that he has given great council.
i agree with what paul has said and feel that the best thing we can do is stop trying. allow God to work in your heart. i d
on't think that is a free ticket to continue sinning (not saying brother paul is advocating this) just like what the Apostle Pa
ul talked about in Romans. just because the grace of God will cover our sins is not permission to continue to walk in sin.
i would also say something practical you can do is eliminate sources of temptation. i personally do not have an internet
connection anywhere in my house. the only place i can access the internet is on a wifi network or at work. if you need t
o have the internet at your home (for work, etc) purchase a filter for your computer.
i would also encourage you to consider your television set. i have realized more and more how much temptation comes
from this, even if my intentions are sincere and pure. i might be watching the history channel and a sensual commercial
may come on. this is not to be legalistic, but i would say it is something to consider. allow God to convict you of this.
these are just some suggestions of things i've done. personally, i'm married and marriage does not cure this struggle. t
his is something you need to give to God and allow him to change your heart. the greater He becomes, the less you will
be.
Re: - posted by MisterCheez (), on: 2009/1/28 13:44
You are not alone. We need each other to battle for purity.
If any of us is righteous, it is because Christ IS our righteousness and intercessor before the father. He didn't come to
condemn us but to save us! He died for us while we were still sinners, how much more will he help us now that he has
washed us in his own blood!
I challenge us all to cut off any impure influences which are making us stumble (filter/block internet, get rid of
cable/magazines, avoid tempting locations, etc), but realize that these sacrifices don't make us righteous. An alcoholic
under grace doesn't need booze in the fridge and we don't need lust provoking objects/environments.
Ultimately, and I'm on this quest as well, we must abandon hope in our willpower and moralism. Pagans can be
moralistic and still be unsaved. We don't need good behavior - we need a Savior! Jesus is our righteousness, self
control and joy. May we die (give up) on our own deeds and find relief in the arms of God.
Relieve us Lord!
Edit: Read this: (http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id27189&forum34&0) http://www.ser
monindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=27189&forum=34&0

Page 3/12

General Topics :: Sexual Purity - I hate my flesh

Re: - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2009/1/28 14:46
Brother,
I would have been very blessed to have these brothers on this forum to go to at a time in my life when I had more defeat
s than victories, and at times I felt quite hopeless that I would ever get back up. What prolonged the struggle for me was
that I was heavily in to positive confession, so as quick and I would fall, I would get up and confess the promises of God.
There is nothing wrong with doing this, and it is faith in the promises of God that make us partakers of the divine nature.
The problem was that I thought I was the one that had to be strong, when I was so weak. I thought that by doing a lot of
religious things that I would overcome. Deliverance came when I came to the point that I realized that I was helpless to d
o anything to deliver myself, and I threw myself on the mercy and grace of God, and in my weakness, His strength and d
eliverance were manifested.
When we see that He is the One that keeps us, and His grace His sufficient for us then we will live a life of victory, knowi
ng that without Him we can do nothing, but through Him we can do all things.
Mike
Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2009/1/28 16:07
Christians are in dire need of instruction and teaching during times of failure. All we ever hear, it seems, are exhortations
on how not to fail...or how to keep from failing. But what do we do when our purported victories and triumphs suddenly
begin shattering all around us like glass houses? Where are the messages that are bathed in grace and wisdom? Where
are the preachers who are able to minister with a fresh breath of God from their own grevious losses and defeats?
The truth is that most people are afraid to speak in a positive way about failure, because of the risk of being
misconstrued as someone who "excuses" sin. But those who have been through the fire of defeat know better. The
purpose of failure in the school of God is to wean a believer off relying on his/her flesh. This is God's way, and it is how
He teaches grace. The Lord is not the author of sin, nor is it His will that we sin, but we serve a God who is infinitely
resourceful...and one who turns around what the devil designed for devastation for our benefit and growth. We still feel
the rod of our Father's chastisement, but with the healing of the stripes we find ourselves stronger in the knowledge of
grace. It is also through the fires of failure where the Lord teaches His sons and daughters the resotrative power of the
blood of Christ.
With God, the most painful lessons prove to be the most precious. You cannot learn these things through books and
sermons; you must actually enter the furnace yourself. The greatest lesson I've learned in the school of God is that my
Father is inconceivably gracious and loving - and that I am detestable and full of sin. It was the repeated acts of grace
and kindness of God that finally pulverized my unruly heart to lay down and submit and cease all efforts to preserve
victory. O brethren, how can we refuse such love and mercy?
It should make us never, ever want to sin...not because of us, but because of Him. It is God's way, and it is wonderful.

Re: - posted by Fuegodedios (), on: 2009/1/28 16:30
Amen brother paul!! that is so true and refreshing to hear.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2009/1/28 17:04
Quote:
-------------------------The truth is that most people are afraid to speak in a positive way about failure, because of the risk of being misconstrued as someo
ne who "excuses" sin.
-------------------------

One of the things I try to consistently do (I speak as a fool) is to lead the way in coming forward for confession and repen
tance no matter who or how many is watching. I have to respond to God no matter how bad I look or whether it is misun
derstood. Who cares what people think?

Page 4/12

General Topics :: Sexual Purity - I hate my flesh

Admission and seeking prayer, etc. comes at great risk no matter what the struggle is. Many believers are discouraged a
nd need a message of hope, but like the blind pharisee they would give the serpent of judgment for the fish of grace or t
he stone of condemnation for the bread of restoration. Why is there this tendency to want to smack somebody seeking h
elp? That's why so many lurk hopeless in the shadows.
I'm crazy enough to say that if God would flash our sins on a screen before the world we would all be embarrassed. Gal
atians 6 tells us that the 'spiritual folk' are the ones that consider themselves and restore those overtaken in a fault. Soo
ner or later we will all need a hand to lift us up. I say we start tossing life preservers instead of the anchor and so fulfill th
e law of Christ.

Re: - posted by ADisciple (), on: 2009/1/28 17:41
Quote:
------------------------PaulWest wrote:
The purpose of failure in the school of God...
-------------------------

In fact, in the school of God, you must fail in order to pass.
Paul "failed" in Romans Seven before he "passed" into Romans Eight.
I sometimes think of good book titles (which is as far as I get in writing one). One I think of is Great Failures of the Bible.
And there have been some great ones. Moses. David. Peter. Paul...
But through their failure, He who had called them showed Himself faithful, and brought forth vessels of mercy. Character
. Grace. A priestly heart.
I have been thinking about "the word of His grace." In a message I listened to, Ron Bailey shared that grace is more tha
n just unmerited favour. It is also divine enabling, an impartation of enabling power.
And so, thinking upon that line the other day, this verse came to mind. "Where sin abounded, grace did much more abo
und..." (Rom. 5.20). Grace. Not just His unmerited favour, and forgiveness abounding, which is certainly true, but His e
nabling power. Abounding.
Till, as the verse goes on, grace REIGNS in our lives where once sin reigned. And you have just as much a problem bre
aking that fetter, as once you did sin's chain.
"...That like as sin hath reigned unto death even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus C
hrist our Lord."
...Be encouraged, brother. Continue to sow these words of grace others have written into your heart. "In due season we
shall reap, if we faint not." And the Lord through the brothers is sending help your way for this very purpose: that you "fa
int not" (that you don't give up).
AD
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Re: - posted by ADisciple (), on: 2009/1/28 18:13
After I posted my previous post, I found this song in my heart, and I wondered if perhaps I was to send it to you.
(http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/s/e/searchme.htm) It is here.
A beautiful hymn of grace, and it has these lines in it:
"Fill me with fire where once I burned with shame;
Grant my desire to magnify Thy Name."
AD

Re: - posted by moose34, on: 2009/1/28 22:35
All you guys are great !!! And I like that hymn that was sent to me thank you. From what I understand is that God has to
change my heart and grant me the ability. And so I will pray for that from now on.. Lord lead me not into temptation but
deliver me from evil right ???
Re: , on: 2009/1/29 7:52
Brother Paul, you speak with great wisdom and what you have written has been an experience with me as well. Your po
sts are worth keeping and referencing for many of us on this issue.
One thing that I have learned in all my oath's and failures is that righteousness is wrapped up in relationship. Christ died
in order to remove the stain of the sin that hindered relationship with our Creator. This doesn't mean that we don't obey,
but obedience is a process of relationship, not self willed determination that 'proves' something to Christ. When I see gr
eat men of God in the Bible I see men who struggled with sin but were restored because their hearts continued hot after
God. Their righteousness was wrapped up in relationship, not legalism. Agian, this doesn't slight obedience in any way,
for I believe men like David and Peter wanted desperately to obey rather than disobey, and eventually, through their failu
res, they found that their humble yeilding of themselves was more necessary than determination. I read a great article o
n this by Chip Brogden called "Victory is a Man", it is well worth the read.
Re: , on: 2009/1/29 8:06
Paul Washer is excellent in explaining 1 John and what "walking in the faith" means. We all are going to struggle, and so
metimes give in to sin. The difference between a true believer and a false believer is the true believer may give into sin n
ow and then (I know I do!), but the false believer lives a lifestyle of sin.
Just the fact that you're here crying over your sin shows me that Christ is at work in you! Rejoice, repent... and move on
with Christ.
Krispy
Re: Sexual Purity - I hate my flesh, on: 2009/1/29 14:37
Quote:
-------------------------I have done good for sooo long
-------------------------

This is why you failed!!
You were thinking that your "goodness" depended on you doing and not doing certain things.
please read You May Not Have Sinned Enough Yet! http://victoryoversin.com/sinenough.htm
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As for me I have never been good for a second and do not ever expext to be good.

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2009/1/29 17:05
I want to be careful not to get this thing out of balance. Are we saying that believers 'have' to sin or are we saying that C
hristians sometimes 'do' sin? I guess I ask because I have a heart desire for perfection. And then what are we to make o
f Christian Perfection?
Re: , on: 2009/1/29 17:43
read
STOP TRYING TO BE GOOD
http://victoryoversin.com/stoptrying.htm
Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2009/1/29 18:23
Quote:
-------------------------I want to be careful not to get this thing out of balance. Are we saying that believers 'have' to sin or are we saying that Christians so
metimes 'do' sin? I guess I ask because I have a heart desire for perfection. And then what are we to make of Christian Perfection?
-------------------------

Using the phrase "have to" is a little ambigious, in my opinion, since it used in so many different contexts in our language
. When I think of "have to" I think of "forced to". In that sense, I would say that Christians never "have to" sin. Rather, the
y are deceived by the remaining corruption still in them.
It is also important to note that, while it should never be an excuse for sin, sometimes God allows believers to fall (Peter,
for example). From what I understand, this is used to humble and draw believers closer to himself who need chastening.
For a thorough treatment of sin, please consult John Owen's "Mortification of Sin". I highly recommend it!
With care in Christ,
Taylor
Re: - posted by ADisciple (), on: 2009/1/29 18:26
Quote:
------------------------RobertW wrote:
I want to be careful not to get this thing out of balance. Are we saying that believers 'have' to sin or are we saying that Christians sometimes 'do' sin? I
guess I ask because I have a heart desire for perfection. And then what are we to make of Christian Perfection?
-------------------------

Yes, it is possible to get this wrong. If it is taken that believers "have" to sin... then it's out of balance.
"Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin live any longer therein?
"
What I meant about the necessity of failing in order to pass in the school of God is simply learning the lesson the law wa
s meant to teach: the lesson of what we are by nature: undone sinners, failures before God, and no outward law can cha
nge that. It might be able to restrain a man for a time, but can't change his nature.
Israel after the flesh (I am generalizing) never seemed to learn that lesson... and rejected the Grace of God when He ca
me unto His own.
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You mentioned you have a heart desire for perfection. I do, too.
And then you asked about Christian perfection.
I wonder if this thread is the place to discuss this. Considering other threads I've looked at regarding this, the brother he
re who seems to be encouraged now will likely end up disheartened. :-)
AD
Re: - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2009/1/29 18:39
Quote From Robert:
"I want to be careful not to get this thing out of balance. Are we saying that believers 'have' to sin or are we saying that C
hristians sometimes 'do' sin? I guess I ask because I have a heart desire for perfection. And then what are we to make o
f Christian Perfection?"
Robert, this is a good question because many Christians tend to go to both of these extremes when it comes to the issu
e of sin.
Some denominations teach that you are going to sin every day, that it is inevitable that the Christian is going to fall into s
in. Christians that believe this false teaching do not have any expectation of overcoming sin, so the result is usually a pat
tern of sinning and repenting.
The other extreme teaches that a Christian can get to the place in his walk with the Lord where he no longer sins.
The Word of God teaches that we are dead to sin, and if we are dead to sin then how can we continue in sin.
The first epistle of John teaches that a man that says that he has no sin is lying and the truth is not in him, and then it go
es on to say "if anyone sin, we have an advocate with the Father". Notice it didn't say "when" as if sinning is inevitable, b
ut "if" which means that a Christian that sins is not to be expected but it could happen.
This same epistle goes on to say that "whosoever is born of God does not commit sin". The Apostle John seems to be c
ontradicting himself, but I believe that what he is saying is that a Christian does not have the tendency to sin because he
has a new nature. If we would walk in the Spirit and allow this new nature to have dominion, then sinning would be rare.
The Holy Spirit is conforming us to the image and likeness of Christ. God has commanded us to be holy even as He is h
oly. We can only be holy to the degree that we are allowing Christ to live His life in us.
Mike
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2009/1/29 21:05
Quote:
-------------------------I've looked at regarding this, the brother here who seems to be encouraged now will likely end up disheartened.
-------------------------

I was thinking tonight about the awesomeness of God's forgiveness. In Matthew 6 and 18 there are some very good exa
mple of how God has forgiven and expects us to do likewise. it is wonderful to know that one of the ways we are confor
med into the image of God is in our ability to forgive; this tells me that God by nature desires to forgive.
So in that I see a double edge sword; encouraged to brush ourselves off and keep walking with God and potentially also
encouraged to keep sinning. ;-) I didn't mean to be a discouragement at all, just wanted to make sure we still had our saf
ety harness on. :-)
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Re: - posted by ADisciple (), on: 2009/1/29 21:36
Quote:
------------------------RobertW wrote:
I didn't mean to be a discouragement at all, just wanted to make sure we still had our safety harness on. :-)
-------------------------

Yes, we must watch that.
"Thou LORD art good, and ready to forgive..."
But if that readiness of God to forgive leads someone to deliberate sin, presuming upon the grace of God... that is pretty
treacherous ground.
...And having come to know you a bit the last while, Robert, (in a "virtual" sort of way) I realize you had no intent to disco
urage a brother, far from it. :-)
AD
Re: Sexual Purity - I hate my flesh, on: 2009/1/30 1:41
Just wanted to add a verse that has helped me. I find that when I confess my sin - sin that I commit by thought or deed,
God is faithful in forgiving my sin, and I walk all the closer to Him because of my confession to my Master.
The verse:
1 John 1:7-9
7. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin. 8. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

God bless,
Walter
Quote:
------------------------moose34 wrote:
I have done good for sooo long and then recently I have compromised with my eyes and my thoughts.And also my flesh I want to make an oath to
God should I do that.
-------------------------

Re: , on: 2009/1/30 10:29
Yea, I agree. I try to be good and tried to be the best in certain things. I failed each time. I always try to act as if everythi
ng is alright and as if everything is so strong. I was always looking at the positive side and finding some sort of good in
myself. This was my idea of Christianity-rejoicing to God for what I thought was right about myself. I will never be good b
ut we can trust in the God that is good. I am desiring for Christian perfection of God. We must not willfully sin however or
trust in our flesh. I long for God's complete holiness and the excellence of His Word as we all should. I hate my flesh too
even when I struggle too.

1 John 3:8
He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was mani
fested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.
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Re: , on: 2009/1/30 10:33
Quote:
-------------------------Sexual Purity - I hate my flesh
-------------------------

Actually the times that we hate our flesh is after the transaction. Sexual battles are the worst to overcome because they
are connected to our emotions and our feeling complexities
Quote:
-------------------------"That which I hate, that I do".
-------------------------

This is a strange sentence isn't? You would think by hating something as much as Paul I or you, one would think that we
'd be overcomers.
In the true sense of the word, we are more than conquerors in Christ Jesus. There really isn't a battle that is to be won, t
he battle has been won. Christ defeated Satan and his host and is now ruling in the heavens forevermore.
What our trouble is is not being able to withstand the wily tricks of the devil. Not willing to endure and to stand for which
Christ died. I think that Brothers and Sisters generally want to overcome sexual impurity, there is a desire to have clean
hands, to obtain that quality is also not found. No amount of bible reading and prayer will cause any man to overcome, it
certainly is a plus to know the scriptures, but Paul was a learned man and knew the scriptures inside and out and with all
his learning he found himself doing thing that he hated.
The answer lies in the simple fact that since our walk started out with Spirit, then by the Spirit we will learn to realize that
we are overcomers regardless of what situation we find ourselves in, because Jesus overcame for all men. It is truly
Quote:
-------------------------not by might, nor by power, but it's by my Spirit saith the LORD.
-------------------------

That is what sets the Old Testament apart from the New. That is why we struggle with this flesh, it's contrary to our new
nature. Under the Old Covenant the flesh was used to carry out the law, but under the New it's carried out by a new and
living way, and we are simply not apart of that Old system anymore. As long as we are in this body, we will always be co
ntending with our flesh. What is lacking in our experience is knowledge.
Quote:
-------------------------My people perish for a lack of knowledge
-------------------------

How do we obtain knowledge?
Quote:
-------------------------ask and ye shall receivee....he that asketh receiveth.
-------------------------

It's not the act of asking that Jesus is telling us to do, it's the passionate desire behind your asking. You see everyone w
ho has ever been delivered of something in their lives it was by desperation. People who are desperate for change, usua
lly get what they are looking for. So if you casually "ask" the LORD He will casually respond. If it's not serious enough for
you, it's not serious enough for the LORD to respond. There is something to be said about Faith and a desperate situatio
n. When you read the annals of Israel's exploits in the Old Testament, God showed up when they desperately needed Hi
m. And in the New Testament the veil has been ripped in two making it easy now to come boldly into the throne of grace
that we may obtain help in our time of need.
Darkness is what causes us to fret over our situation, but when spiritual knowledge increases the things that held us swa
y doesn't appeal to us anymore, they just fall away like dead skin.
Remember it's the TRUTH that makes us free. It's not the removal of a particular sin habit that makes us free, because t
hat sin was taken away at the cross. More TRUTH exposed to a dark area of our lives, the darkness is expelled. When
God said "let there be light" in a world that was filled with Darkness, all the forces of darkness were drawn back, darknes
s can't dwell with light it's not possible. However, it is possible to dwell in shadows etc.., but we don't have an idol that is
made with stone living in our heart but we have the living God where there is no shadow of turning, light is all around us.
If light is all around us then what is the trouble? The trouble is that we are not completely convinced in our mind that God
is living in us. Thus we need knowledge, more and more knowledge is added to our understanding until we come to reali
ze that it is no longer I that liveth but Christ liveth in me, and the life that I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the So
n of God. Paul didn't come to this realization overnight. Paul came to the realization that he was truly dead and the perfe
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ct man Christ Jesus had come to maturity in Paul.
That my friends is the hope of glory, Christ in you; coming to perfection/maturity.
God Bless You All!
Re: - posted by davym (), on: 2009/1/30 10:54
Sometimes after I sin I can't believe that I have done what I've done. To walk in joyous union with Christ is the believers
great privilege. To turn from this to sin is folly of the highest degree, but yet we struggle. It's when we fall on our knees h
elpless before God that true blessing comes.
I think it's all about what we feed. Genuine prayer and the Bible study balanced with Christian service will allow the Holy
Spirit to really work in us and we can live that life of victory over sin. It's only allowing the Lord to have His way with us th
at we can experience this victory.
"Sin will keep you from the Bible and the Bible will keep you from sin" - Anon
Thanks for everybody's comments on this thread. They've been a real blessing to me. We have a wonderfully merciful G
od.

Re: - posted by deltadom (), on: 2009/1/31 18:46
Purity is something I want to strive for!
Mt 5:8 - Show Context
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
Re: Is God quick to forgive? - posted by reformer, on: 2009/2/4 6:15
Paul West Wrote: "Christians are in dire need of instruction and teaching during times of failure. All we ever hear
, it seems, are exhortations on how not to fail...or how to keep from failing."
Paul well said
We all know the bible speaks much on forgiveness in the confession of sin...but does there come a time to where God al
lows us a season of repentance before He forgives? Relate this to the blind man repeatedly crying out to Jesus, the disci
ples noticed and were upset, but Christ was a patient and quiet, after much pursuing Christ, He turned to the man and h
ealed him. Or the woman and the lost coin, the parable of the man pounding on his neighbors door. basically what I am
saying is God always quick to forgive?
I hear preachers say things like this in there sermons, probably more from a Reformed view, to pursue repentance stay
at His feet until he grants you sorrow and leads you to repentance! To me that sounds cruel. In my early christian walk I
have had others say Christ is quick to forgive and ready to always forgive. If you can imagine if you have children and he
sins or struggles in a area, would I or you stand there while he is asking for forgiveness or imploring you to help with this
struggle...would you not help and feel your child's plight as if it were your own? Or would you stand there and say, "not s
ure if this is really genuine...lets wait and ignore this...maybe by ignoring this he will feel worse and maybe a light will go
on in his head and finally get it!"
I admit I struggle in this area like most, it is something that is not a battle as it used to be. But every once and while it will
rear its ugly head and then the choice will have to be made...indulge or flee. I wish I could say I choose the latter more th
an the other...but to my shame and regret I have not always been victorious.
I suppose I am tired of hearing sermons on this matter since everyone has the solution, some offer much grace and mer
cy, some with much scorn and a false assurance. many say lay at Christ feet until he grants you victory and forgiveness.
Unless I am wrong, that just seems not right....I thought and always hoped that Christ is willing to forgive.
Most of this thought comes from a CD I listened to...in the short he was saying seek repentance turn toward Christ and c
ry out to him until he saves you. That just doesn't seem correct to me, it sounds like you are trying to earn or beg for salv

Page 11/12

General Topics :: Sexual Purity - I hate my flesh

ation and forgiveness...like an interview! It reminds me of what Martin Luther went through...always petitioning and seeki
ng God in forgiveness of sins, continual beating of the chest in his lament over sin. What has happened to mercy and gr
ace! When you or I fail, there's not much grace and mercy, but OH examine yourselves!! Its not like you were feeling bad
already and have some guy throw more doubt and fear on you...this needs to stop. we have to many eager to swing the
sword, not enough to come along a brother such as in Gal. 6.
This thread has been much encouragement and full wise counsel for our brother and surely for all of us. What a refreshi
ng change from the normal(theological discussions).... GRACE GRACE oh how we all need it!
:-)
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