General Topics :: Your Favorite Puritan?

Your Favorite Puritan? - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2009/5/7 13:44
For those interested in reading the Puritans, which Puritans do you like to read most?
My favorite so far is Thomas Watson. The Godly Man's Picture is a wonderful book!
Re: Your Favorite Puritan? - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2009/5/7 16:22
Thomas Brooks is wonderful, i cant find one page of his writings that dont speak, convict , exhort , comfort or encourage
s some way to Christ. Truly a man that could write inspired by God
Re: , on: 2009/5/7 17:20
I like the Quaker Oats guy... oh, wait, he's a Quaker. Nevermind...
Krispy
Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2009/5/7 17:42
This is a tough question. It's difficult to answer because the Puritans were so multifaceted and each excelled in unique a
reas of ministry. When I am experiencing discouragement, for example, I'll read special Puritans who had the gift of supp
lementing God's Word with highlights of encouragement, like Watson or Bridge; when I want theological prowess, I'll rea
d John Owen, the Prince of the Puritans (whose impregnable discourse on the unscripturalness of universal redemption
has never been repudiated: "The Death of Death in the Death of Christ"); with matters of pituresque exposition I'll read S
purgeon; when I'm up for a deep challenge I'll read John Flavel or William Law; othertimes I need Bunyan. It all just reall
y depends on the mood and burden at the time of reading.
"By entertaining of strange persons, men sometimes entertain angels unawares; but by entertaining of strange doctrines
, many have entertained devils unawares."
- John Flavel

Re: - posted by Compton (), on: 2009/5/7 18:39
Krispy took my answer, so I got nothin'. :)
Re: Your Favorite Puritan? - posted by Fuegodedios (), on: 2009/5/7 20:23
I would have to say Thomas Watson. His books have been a great blessing to me. I often refer to his body of divinity to r
ead his discourse on the chief end of man. I also like John Owen and stephen Charnock
Fav' Puritan - posted by AuthorOfLife, on: 2009/5/7 21:42
I agree that I love Watson, and Owens which have been mentioned. But I have read more by Richard Baxter, so I would
have to go with him for now.
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Re: Fav' Puritan - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2009/5/8 9:29
oh i forgot, John Newton is also a favorite, among others, the more i think of the puritans the more i like them :-)
as some have said they have their own styles and their own ways.
one i just recently heard of or read for the first time was William Secker, also very very good! to good not to have heard
of.
The Consistent Christian

SECTION 1
Introduction
Recommendatory Note
Epistle Dedicatory
Preface

SECTION 2
Text explained.
Doctrine: That singular Christians will perform singular actions.
I. WHY a Christian should do more than othersÂ—
1. Because more is done FOR him than for others.
2. Because he is more nearly RELATED to God than others.
3. Because he PROFESSES more than others.
4. Because he is inwardly CONFORMED to the Redeemer more than others.
5. Because he is WATCHED more than others.
6. Because if he DOES no more than othersÂ—it will appear that he IS no more than others.
7. Because he is appointed to be a JUDGE of others.
8. Because he EXPECTS more than others.

SECTION 3
II. WHAT the Christian does more than othersÂ—
1. He does much goodÂ—and makes but little noise.
2. He brings up the bottom of his lifeÂ—to the top of his light.
3. He prefers the duty he owes to GodÂ—to the danger he fears from man.
4. He seeks the public good of othersÂ—above the private good of himself.
5. He has the most beautiful conversationÂ—among the vilest people.
6. He chooses the worst of sorrowsÂ—rather than commit the least sin.
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7. He becomes a father to all in charityÂ—and a servant to all in humility.
8. He mourns most before GodÂ—for those lusts which appear least before men.
9. He keeps his heart lowestÂ—when God raises his estate highest.
10. He seeks to be better inwardly in his substanceÂ—than outwardly in appearance.

SECTION 4
11. He is grieved more at the distresses of the churchÂ—than affected at his own happiness.
12. He renders the greatest goodÂ—for the greatest evil.
13. He takes those reproofs bestÂ—which he needs most.
14. He takes up duty in point of performanceÂ—and lays it down in point of dependence.
15. He takes up his contentmentÂ—in God's appointment.
16. He is more in love with the employment of holinessÂ—than with the enjoyment of happiness.
17. He is more employed in searching his own heartÂ—than in censuring other men's states.
18. He sets out for God at his beginningÂ—and holds out with him to the end.
19. He takes all the shame of his sins to himselfÂ—and gives all the glory of his services to Christ.
20. He values he values his heavenly inheritanceÂ—above all earthly possessions.

SECTION 5
III. APPLICATION
A. PRINCIPLES which a believer should walk by:
1. That whatever is transacted by men on earthÂ—is eyed by the Lord in heaven.
2. That after all his present receivingsÂ—he will be brought to his future reckonings.
3. That God bears a greater respect to his heartÂ—than to his works.
4. That there is more final bitterness in reflecting on sinÂ—than there can be present sweetness in the commission of si
n.
5. That there is the greatest vanityÂ—in all created excellency.
6. That duties can never have too much attention paid to themÂ—nor too little confidence placed in them.
7. That those precious promises, which are given to insure his happinessÂ—do not supersede those directions which ar
e laid down for him to seek after happiness.
8. That it is dangerous to dress himself for another worldÂ—at the looking-glass of this world.
9. That where sin proves hatefulÂ—it shall not prove hurtful.
10. That inward purity is the ready roadÂ—to outward plenty.
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SECTION 6
11. That all the time which God allows himÂ—is but enough for the work which he allots him.
12. That there can never he too great an estrangement from defilement.
13. That whatever is temporarily enjoyedÂ—should he spiritually improved.
14. That he should speak well of GodÂ—whatever trials he receives from God.
15. That the longer God forbears with the unrelenting sinner in lifeÂ—the sorer he strikes him in the judgment-day.
16. That there is no judging of the inward conditions of menÂ—by the outward dispensations of God.
17. That it is safest to cleave to that good which is the choicest.
18. That no present worldly businessÂ—should interrupt his pursuit of future blessedness.
19. That gospel integrity towards GodÂ—is the best security against wicked men.
20. That the richness of the crown which shall be receivedÂ—shall more than compensate for the bitterness of the cross
which may here be endured.

SECTION 7
B. DIRECTIONS to those who wish to do more than others:
1. You must deny yourself more than others.
2. You must pray more than others.
3. You must resolve more than others.
4. You must love more than others.
5. You must believe more than others.
6. You must know more than others.
7. God must reveal himself more to you, than he does to others.
William Secker, 1660
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