General Topics :: Do you want to be great in the kingdom???

Do you want to be great in the kingdom??? - posted by twayneb (), on: 2009/11/15 11:16
As I was reading some posts, I was reminded of what it truly means to be great in the kingdom of God. There are many
in the kingdom that I long to meet and allow them to impart to me even some of what God has given them. Most of thes
e people are unknown by name to the world, but well known in heaven.
Do You Want to be Great in the Kingdom of God?
Have you ever felt a desire in your heart to be great? Do you see yourself now or in the future as a leader? Maybe you
have very clear dreams and visions of what God has called you to, or perhaps you just have a feeling deep within that s
ays, Â“I know I am meant for more than this.Â” Have you ever felt frustration at leadership opportunities that never see
m to come? If so, join the club. You are not alone in those feelings. Every one of us has a desire inside of us to be gre
at, and part of this desire to be great is the desire to lead. Did you know that this desire to lead and to be great is a Godl
y one? God has as His desire and purpose for each and every one of us greatness in His kingdom.
Revelation 1: 5-6 says, Â“And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the p
rince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us
kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.Â” The term king is th
e Greek word basilius and means a leader of the people, a sovereign, or a prince. God intends for us to be great in His
kingdom, and He has placed in every one of us the call of leadership. 1 Timothy 3:1 says if any man desires the office o
f a bishop, he desires a good thing. A bishop is an overseer in the body of Christ. He has placed upon him a great resp
onsibility which he is charged to fulfill faithfully in the office he holds. There is not one of us who is not called to lead in s
ome capacity, and to make a substantive impact for the kingdom of God. Some are called to the responsibility of full tim
e oversight of or ministry to the body of Christ such as elders or five fold equipping ministries. Others are called to lead i
n be great in business as they help fund the day to day workings of ministry. Others are called to lead as they win men
and women to Christ and then disciple them to maturity.
Many of us think that a desire to be great comes from pride or arrogance. We think it would be presumptuous and pridef
ul of us to recognize and embrace a desire for greatness, and a leadership role in the body of Christ. Others see leader
ship as something that is far beyond our reach. We have such a negative self image that we cannot imagine ourselves
doing anything great, for the kingdom of God, or anywhere else for that matter. Others see greatness and leadership as
the ultimate goal to be gained at any price, and go after it through self-exaltation and self-ambition. They follow after a d
esire for greatness and leadership that has been perverted from that which God legitimately intends.
What is GodÂ’s plan for greatness in His kingdom? Mark 9:33-35. And he came to Capernaum: and being in the hous
e he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way? But they held their peace: for by the way
they had disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest.
And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, a
nd servant of all.
James and John, the two sonÂ’s of Zebedee came to Jesus and asked Him to grant them a request. Jesus asked them
what they wanted Him to do. They asked Him to grant that they could sit one on His right hand and one on His left in Hi
s coming kingdom. They were acting on the assumption that His kingdom was to be a worldly one, and they wanted to b
e great in that kingdom. Jesus gave them this response recorded in Mark 10:42-45. But Jesus called them to him, and
saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their
great ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, sha
ll be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man came not
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
Jesus highlighted the difference in two distinct and opposing leadership models. The first we will call the archo model. J
esus said that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them. The Greek word for rule i
s the word archo. It means to be first in political rank or power or to be chief. The word for lordship is katakurieuo&#77
2;, and means to bring someone under your power, to subdue them, or to bring them into subjection. When we were chi
ldren, we often played a game called king of the hill. In this game, we found a small pile of dirt, sand, or snow with steep
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sides, and tried to be the one who could ascend to the top and hold off all others who were trying to take over our positio
n by pushing them back down the hill. In the mean time, everyone else was trying to take over the position of king of the
hill by pulling the person who had succeeded in gaining the top down. This childrenÂ’s game continues to be played out
in the lives of everyone who buys into the archo model of leadership. In this model, ascendancy over others is the goal.
He who can command the highest rank, the most money, the best office, the most power is the leader. In the archo mod
el of leadership, this is the ultimate goal.
The second model stands in stark contrast to the archo style of leadership. We will call it the diakonos model. Jesus go
es on to say, in Mark 10, whoever desires to be great among you must be your minister. This word minister is the Greek
word diakonos. It means one who executes the commands of another, especially those of his master. It is the origin of
our word deacon. The very word seems to hold no leadership or greatness whatsoever. In fact, another definition of thi
s word is a waiter, one who serves the more important people their food and drink. Jesus was telling his disciples that t
he way to be great in the kingdom of God was to subject yourself to a master, and serve him in whatever he tells you to
do. According to Jesus, the way to the top is to intentionally place yourself at the bottom and serve the body of Christ.
Some of you may be thinking about now, Â“So, they way to get the recognition that I want is to begin to work hard and s
erve others? So how long does this take? How long must I serve others before I get recognized and put into leadership
? How long does it take to work my way up?Â” If you are thinking any of these thoughts, you are still operating under th
e worldÂ’s corrupt way of thinking. We are not talking about a three step program to the position you covet, we are talki
ng about total annihilation of our own desires, and total surrender to serve God and to serve others. We are talking abo
ut a total change in how we see greatness and leadership. 1 Peter 5: 2-6, Â“Feed the flock of God which is among you,
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lord
s over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a c
rown of glory that fadeth not away. Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject on
e to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselv
es therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:Â”
How often do we see this scenario played out in the body of Christ? The up and coming evangelist or pastor who knows
that he has a call on his life, but has not yet surrendered his own desires to the Lord, cannot wait for his shot at the pulpi
t. He just knows that if he can get the chance to speak, that he will make a good impression, and will be on his way to th
at huge ministry he so greatly desires. Godly and experienced leadership in the body recognizes the unsurrendered am
bitions and asks the young man to serve the body by cleaning the restrooms. Â“Who, me? But I am called to preach. Y
ou are making a mistake. I have so much to offer. You say this is the only way to get where I want to go? Well, OK, but
how long do I have to do this before I get to take the platform?Â” We must realize that as long as taking a platform is ou
r desire and goal, we have no business taking a platform. It is only when we can see the platform as a place of grave re
sponsibility and humble service to the body of Christ that we are ready to stand there, or in any other place of leadership
in the body of Christ.
The diakonos model of leadership is not always an easy one to follow. It goes against everything that is in our flesh. W
hen man fell, his God given desires were corrupted. The desire for greatness in the eyes of God became a desire for gr
eatness in the eyes of man, and the desire to lead by serving became a desire to lord over others. Our lust for power an
d recognition will hinder us from realizing our desires for greatness and leadership in the kingdom of God. Jesus said in
Matthew 16:24-26, Â“If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For who
soever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?Â” We must sur
render our own perverted desires to the Lord to realize His true desires in our heart. This happens when we focus on Hi
m and begin to delight in Him. Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart, Psalm 37:4. I
think we have often misinterpreted this verse. It does not say that the way to get what we want is to delight ourselves in
the Lord. Instead, delighting ourselves in Him, learning to love Him more than anything else, will put to death the old per
verse desires in our hearts, and awaken us to true desire, Godly desire.
Our own insecurities often hinder us in this area as well. Insecurities can cause us to feel like we have nothing to offer.
They cause us to look at everyone else as so far superior to us spiritually that we despair of even trying to function in the
body of Christ. We turn inward and shut down. Insecurities can also cause us to develop jealousies of our brothers and
sisters in Christ. We are sure that someone else is going to outdo us and take the place we thought was meant for us.
Often these two tendencies work together in us and we bounce back and forth between feelings of inadequacy, and shri
nking from any form of responsibility as a leader, to jealously guarding any position we perceive to be ours lest someone
else knock us out of our place. Both of these tendencies must be surrendered to God, and we must learn to find our tru
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e identity and security in Him.
He loves us more than anyone else can possibly love us. His plans for us are so far superior to any plans that we can la
y ourselves. Ephesians 3: 17-20 says, Â“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and ground
ed in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to kn
ow the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. Now unto him that is
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,Â” Notice that
by faith, Christ dwells in our hearts, and can cause us to put down deep, unmoveable roots in His love. It is only through
our being grounded and rooted in His love that our insecurities can be dealt with, and our security truly rest in Him. Whe
n we are lost in Him, and His power, given through His Holy Spirit, works effectively in us, then we will see the things He
desires to do in us come to manifestation.
The only way we can overcome the things that hinder us in our pursuit of greatness and leadership in the kingdom of Go
d is through His grace. We cannot attain unto it by our own effort. When we begin to draw near to Him, and He draws n
ear to us, His grace, His Holy Spirit, His power deals with these things inside of us. We no longer have to struggle to ov
ercome them in our own effort. It really is a bit foolish to think that we can become the Godly servant of all, and attain un
to greatness in the kingdom of God by our own effort, when trying to be great on our own effort is what prevents us from
attaining to Godly greatness to begin with.
So how do we properly relate to that desire for greatness that God has placed within all of us? First, we must have revel
ation of the appropriateness of the desire God has placed in our lives. We must realize how much He loves us and what
He desires for us to be and to do. Suppose you are sitting in a service in your church fellowship, and the minister asks e
veryone to stand that really desires a position of greatness in the kingdom of God. Would you stand? If you would rema
in seated, looking around, and wondering who is going to be bold enough, even arrogant enough to stand up, then you d
o not yet have a revelation of GodÂ’s desire for greatness in your life. Pray that God would burn His desires for you dee
p within your heart.
Second, we must die to our own desire for leadership and greatness. This is possibly the hardest thing for us to do. Go
d, if I let go of my right of self-determination, what will become of me? It often looks to us like we are giving up every ho
pe we ever had of being great. Well, that is exactly what we are doing. We could never hope to be great in the kingdom
of God on our own anyway, and any greatness achieved outside of that which comes from God is empty and will lead, ul
timately, to dissatisfaction and destruction.
Third, we must submit ourselves to the Lord and to His ordained leadership in our lives, and begin to serve. Ask those
who God has ordained to leadership over you what you can do to contribute to building GodÂ’s kingdom where you are
at. You may be asked to clean a building, serve at a soup kitchen or homeless shelter, make repairs, set up chairs, visit
the widows, or a myriad of other jobs that those who have been called to wait on the Lord in prayer and in the word simp
ly cannot do by themselves.
Then, expect God to show up and manifest His power in your life, even as you serve. Read Acts chapters 6 and 7. The
original apostles were busy with the work God had called them to, and the Grecians complained that the daily delivery of
food to the widows was being neglected. The apostles chose seven Holy Spirit filled men with wisdom to oversee and p
erform this daily ministry. These guys were the original meals on wheels coordinators. This was really a very important
task. These men spent their days coming up with sources of food, and delivering this food to the needy widows in the c
hurch. No doubt they ministered from the word, and in prayer to these elderly women as they went. StephenÂ’s testimo
ny is one of the most notable in scripture. I want to highlight some important lessons from StephenÂ’s life.
StephenÂ’s faithfulness did not begin with this position of servanthood to the body of Christ. He had proven himself faith
ful for some time before this. He was chosen for this task because he was of honest report among the bretheren. Steph
en was a man who spent time with the Lord. He was also chosen because of the power of the Holy Spirit that was evide
nt in his life. As an aside, I am becoming more and more convinced that being filled with the Holy Spirit should be one of
the most basic requirements for any form of Christian leadership. Stephen was a man who spent much time in the Word
of God himself. When questioned by Pharisees, he was able to give a powerful answer. You see, StephenÂ’s life was d
evoted to knowing and loving God before it was devoted to serving God. His service to God flowed out of his relationshi
p with God. Stephen was not looking to become something great in manÂ’s eyes, nor was he trying to get himself place
d in some position of oversight. No doubt Stephen was known to the apostles as a man was serving faithfully wherever
he could, and as a result, he was chosen to oversee a ministry in the body of Christ of greater responsibility and opportu
nity to serve.
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We must change our way of thinking about leadership and greatness if we are to ever be great in GodÂ’s kingdom. In th
e worldÂ’s corrupted system, there are very few great ones. A man or woman is considered great because they have tr
anscended the accomplishments of their peers in some area of life. They are great because they have somehow reach
ed the top. In GodÂ’s system, greatness comes as we lead from the bottom, and every believer is ultimately intended t
o attain unto that level of leadership and greatness. The world sees greatness as a position that has been attained or a
task that has been accomplished. In GodÂ’s system, greatness is measured by the degree to which we have become w
illing servants who are totally at GodÂ’s disposal. In the worldÂ’s system, greatness comes as we exalt and promote ou
rselves. In GodÂ’s system, greatness will only come after we have crucified our carnal desire to be recognized and hav
e ceased from trying to promote ourselves. GodÂ’s desire is that we all become great in His kingdom, but that can only
come as we submit to His definition of greatness, and to His system of becoming great.

Re: Do you want to be great in the kingdom???, on: 2009/11/15 11:41
Quote:
-------------------------Have you ever felt a desire in your heart to be great? Do you see yourself now or in the future as a leader?
-------------------------

I do not see myself being a leader, for one thing I can't talk right. But I wouldn't want to be great. I'd run from greatness, l
ike Saul, I'd be hiding amongst the stuff. 1 Sam 10:22
Re: Do you want to be great in the kingdom??? - posted by Leo_Grace, on: 2009/11/15 11:53
Quote:
-------------------------We must change our way of thinking about leadership and greatness if we are to ever be great in GodÂ’s kingdom. In the worldÂ’s
corrupted system, there are very few great ones. A man or woman is considered great because they have transcended the accomplishments of their p
eers in some area of life. They are great because they have somehow reached the top. In GodÂ’s system, greatness comes as we lead from the botto
m, and every believer is ultimately intended to attain unto that level of leadership and greatness. The world sees greatness as a position that has been
attained or a task that has been accomplished. In GodÂ’s system, greatness is measured by the degree to which we have become willing servants wh
o are totally at GodÂ’s disposal. In the worldÂ’s system, greatness comes as we exalt and promote ourselves. In GodÂ’s system, greatness will only c
ome after we have crucified our carnal desire to be recognized and have ceased from trying to promote ourselves. GodÂ’s desire is that we all become
great in His kingdom, but that can only come as we submit to His definition of greatness, and to His system of becoming great.
-------------------------

Wonderful and true message from God's Word, Travis. Thank you for this post. May all who aspire to leadership in the ki
ngdom read and take to heart this direct lesson from the Lord Jesus. Humility and sacrifice are the true marks of leaders
hip in the Kingdom.
Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2009/11/15 13:49
DeepThinker said:

Quote:
-------------------------I do not see myself being a leader, for one thing I can't talk right. But I wouldn't want to be great. I'd run from greatness, like Saul, I'd
be hiding amongst the stuff. 1 Sam 10:22
-------------------------

Seems as though I recall another called man of God who said, "Not me, I cannot talk right." ;-)
Re: - posted by live4jc, on: 2009/11/15 14:42

Hi Travis,
This is a wonderful encouragement and exhortation !
How different Christ's kingdom is from the world's kingdom- how diametrically opposed are the goals of these 2 kingdom
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s.
The world's kingdom is well portrayed by some of the t.v. commercials that can be seen these days. For example the Oil
of Olay motto : "because you're worth it".
In contrast, Jesus said that he was "meek and lowly of heart" and he washed his disciple's feet. What....the king of the u
niverse washing the feet of the people he created... !!? Almost unthinkable. Almost too good to be true..But true ! :-)
Your post is very timely, since just today, I wrote the passage from Matthew 20:26-28 (about the need to be a servant if
you wanted to great in God's kingdom) on our home 'whiteboard'. This was meant as a verse for our kids to memorize th
is week, and for us all to focus on.
I believe the following prayer that Evan Roberts prayed reflects the heart of God, and paved the way to the Welsh revival
he witnessed :
"Bend me ! Bend me ! Bend me ! Bend us, oh Lord ! "
In Jesus,
John
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