General Topics :: Secret Sin in the Secret Place

Secret Sin in the Secret Place - posted by RobertW (), on: 2004/10/19 16:44
I recall God pressing this topic on my heart earlier in the year when we preached repentance in our churches.
Beloved, the secret sins have to go. Our hearts MUST be pure before God.
What is posted up on the walls of our hearts? Is it the name of God and all manor of His word written (Jeremiah 31) or ar
e there vile images covering over the word (as it were; Ezekiel 14:1-8).
There has to be a coming clean before God and a forsaking of every secret sin.
Re: Secret Sin in the Secret Place - posted by Gideons (), on: 2004/10/19 18:30
Amen brother. You're right on target.
Psa 24:3 Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?
Psa 24:4 He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.
The secret sin is the greatest sin in a man's heart because he loves that particular sin and wants to stay in it (a paraphra
se from Brother Reidhead). There is an element of self-deception in it as well, because we obviously can't deceive God.
May the Holy Spirit shine His light on our hearts so that we can walk clean before the Lord.
Secret sin...my testimony - posted by Jimm (), on: 2004/10/19 18:41
Robert
Yes sir, that is so true. My own experience with secret sin (pornography) brought into light a whole life outside the will of
God. The reason it abounded for so long was the fact that it was, on the surface, secret. It was choking the life out of my
spiritual walk. Everything else was straining in a vain attempt to cover that up. I wasted prayers and fasting on myself (I
say wasted because I was, in retrospect, trying to make penance for my sin, this was a tragic waste of spiritual energy a
nd entirely unbiblical) to when I could have been praying and fasting for others.
What is tragic is how this issue has never been brought up in any church that I have attended. My pastors have always b
een very gentle and quick to quote 1John1:9 (If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to c
leanse us from all unrighteousness.). It is a wonderful verse and it would not be in the bible if it did not have itÂ’s place,
but let us also keep in mind the verse that come before it:
5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkne
ss at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 7 But if we walk
in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin.
When we sin in secret we also have grief in the secret parts of our hearts, we have condemnation from ourselves, which
is absolute proof that we are outside the will of God. If our own unrighteous hearts condemn us then we can rest assure
d that God, who is pure light, is not happy with us. The Holy Spirit of God, the Almighty One, The Ancient of Days, The
Great Â“I amÂ”Â…his Spirit lives in us? Have you ever sat down and marveled at the implications of that. I say this now
because I look back and I realize that I had notÂ… There is a reason why God gave us his Spirit was to guide us in ALL
righteousness.
Jeremiah31:33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD,
I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 A
nd they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall
all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will re
member their sin no more.
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The Spirit is not just a spectator in our lives but a divine guide and he writes the laws of righteousness on our heartsÂ…t
herefore if our hearts condemn us it is because we are doing something contrary to that which is written on them. It is a
good sign when your heart is not completely hardened. The reason I write all this is to allude to the following verses whic
h have been (in my opinion) misquoted to me throughout my life:
1 John 3:18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 19 And hereby we know
that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. 20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our
heart, and knoweth all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 22 And w
hatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his
sight.
That is to say: if we do the wrong deeds and walk not according to the truth, then our hearts will most assuredly condem
n us. People would always say to me, Â“do not condemn yourself brother, if you do you will not have confidence before
God and your prayers will be ineffectiveÂ”. It is now that I look back that I realize the futility of that statementÂ… you can
barely keep in subjection your own thoughts if you are walking in darkness, and these people would have me believe I c
ould undo the condemnation in my heart at a whim! The way to avoid condemnation in ones heart fellow siblings, is to w
alk in the light, in deed and in truth, by the power of the Holy Ghost, through faith in Jesus Christ. Or as Paul said to the
Corinthians:
2 Corinthians 6: 4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in neces
sities, in distresses, 5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; 6 By pureness, by kno
wledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 7 By the word of truth, by the power of God
, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good re
port: as deceivers, and yet true; 9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and n
ot killed; 10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all t
hings.
The men and women on this site brought me to the light by their posts and testimonies. The sermons on this site brough
t me to the light by the authority which these Holy men of God spoke, yet all these things were not the light themselves,
but Jesus was that light. All the religion in the world cannot create the light, but if the Spirit of the living God moves throu
gh our bodies indeed it can bring the light to us. Just as praying and fasting; worshiping and praising are not the light, bu
t a means to get to the lightÂ… when I discovered these things my walk became dramatically more fruitful. I was actually
less active than I was before but the presence of the Spirit added meaning to these activities and I can say with confiden
ce now, Â“I know in whom I have believed!Â”
People tend to shy away from me when I tell them about my ordeal with pornographyÂ…they feel as if I have been chea
ting them, and in a sense I have and it brakes me when I think of it but, what is even more tragic is that I was cheating G
od. It is for this reason that I prolong this post maybe more than I should but as Robert said in his post, Â“Beloved, the s
ecret sins have to go. Our hearts MUST be pure before God.Â” I could write on this topic forever but I am convinced that
the Spirit of God can help the infirmity post and complete what is lacking in it.
Your son in Christ
James

Re: Secret Sin in the Secret Place - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2004/10/19 19:58
Quote:
------------------------- ..or are there vile images covering over the word (as it were; Ezekiel 14:1-8).
-------------------------

This is well put for when we are hiding sin and think we're OK, we are imagining that God is something other than what
His Word reveals; we are creating and worshipping an idol in our hearts.
Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face:
should I be enquired of at all by them?
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(Ezekiel 14:3)
These vain imaginations of our hearts are so dangerous and need to be searched out daily and brought into the obedien
ce of Christ;
Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into capt
ivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;(2 Corinthians 10:5)
This is why I pray Psalm 139:23-24 very often.
Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, and l
ead me in the way everlasting.

In Christ,
Ron

Re: My confession - posted by Gideons (), on: 2004/10/19 21:51
I'm reminded of this scripture Jam 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be he
aled. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
It's that need for confession to the folks here at SI. I will do the same before my church on Thursday during our interces
sory prayer time.
One of the things the Lord is demanding of me is that my reputation must go on the altar, along with everything else. So
I pray that I will make no attempt to justify my behavior in any sort of way.
About two years ago, the Lord spoke to me as I was sitting outside (not in an audible voice, not that it matters) smoking
a cigarette. He asked me a very pointed question: "Do you love that cigarette more than you love me?"
I quickly said in my own heart that couldn't be the voice of God but I decided to do a search on smoking and Christianity
and I ended up ordering a pretty good book on the topic. I tracked down this man's email address and began correspon
ding with him. In retrospect, I know realize now that I was looking to poke holes in his arguments, so that I could stay in
my sin.
I raised the issue with a few pastors I know and they told me "You love Jesus and that's what is important." What wasn't
said was that I loved my sin more than I loved Jesus. If not, why didn't I run to Him instead of the cigarettes.
Then I recently switched churches just over two months ago. One of the prayers I had prior to that switch was that I wou
ld experience a baptism of fire. The fire has come and has exposed my sin.
The Holy Spirit showed this sin in my heart for nearly 35 years. It goes back to when I was a child and I made my spend
ing money working in tobacco. At that time, I rationalized that well I don't smoke, chew. It's a job that all.
We have an hour of prayer before our worship services begin and meet in a circle and pray together. I didn't mention thi
s sin in any prayer, either privately or publicly.
The Holy Spirit has been constantly convicting me of this sin and here are just a couple of instances where I've been con
victed on this very sin in the last few days. I was at the grocery store on Saturday when I looked at the isle next to me.
There stood a lady probably mid-to-late 70s in the Express Lane (10 items or less). She looked at me with intense ange
r and said "I have 18 items and I'm not leaving this isle."
The Holy Spirit told me "Ed that's your heart." You want in YOUR way. You can no longer continue to call yourself a Ch
ristian while destroying the temple of the Lord. I quickly left the store and pondered those words carefully.
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Then yesterday I went to a smoking area at work and lit up and grabbed the Washington Post, hoping to escape the con
victing power of the Holy Spirit. I looked at the bottom of the front page and saw an Asian man's picture. He said "We h
ave sinned."
Suffice it to say, my heart was pierced on both occasions. I am praying for deliverance but need to pray through. If I we
re delivered, I think I would know but since I'm uncertain I must not be.
In addition, this sin is attached to some others as most sins are. The Holy Spirit has shown me this ungodly desire for ju
nk food (and cigarettes) is connected to smoking. I've been praying for deliverance from this as well, as well as a Godly
hatred for my sin.
God graciously answered this prayer, regarding the junk food. I got some junk food yesterday and less than 45 minutes
later I got an attack of diarrhea and was doubled over in pain at my desk. The candy I bought literally tasted like gravel i
n my mouth and the soda was something akin to Liquid Plummer. Praise God for His faithfulness.
The tragic thing about secret sins is that if they go unrepented of, they will harden our heart. All unrepented sin will hard
en the heart. A little yeast leavens the loaf, and a secret sin (although we may consider it "minor") will harden our heart
and destroy our relationship with Jesus. Mat 24:12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.
Yes, our relationship with Jesus and others will wax cold. It will also prevent our prayers from being heard "Psa 66:18 If
I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:"
I have spent a lot of time in the prayer closet on this topic over the last couple of weeks but need to prevail in prayer. I w
ant to apologize to everyone here for that sin.
Although God will graciously clean us from sin through the precious blood of Jesus, we must be willing to stop. I need a
Holy hatred of this sin. I'm afraid that God will stop speaking to me if I fail here. One thing the pastor told us the other ni
ght is that we will never have victory over sin, unless we hate it.
God bless you all.

Re: Secret Sin in the Secret Place - posted by rocklife (), on: 2004/10/19 22:08
Praise God for your honesty and obedience to confessing sins.
Lord Jesus, please help these here continue to draw strength from Your Holy Spirit and Your Holy Bible. Help them and
all Your children dig strong roots in You and resist temptation. Help them develop good habits to replace the habits that
only bring death. Give them new ways to obey you, new things to do with their time, continue to strengthen them and giv
e them hearts that desire to please the Father more than the flesh. Allow the conviction of sin to do its work, to bring rep
entance and wholehearted trust and dependance on You Lord, who promises to answer prayers with our perserverance
and obedience to You. Help us in our witness, make us sensitive to the stumbling blocks we may be giving to those arou
nd us, those precious lost ones who may be seeking truth. Lord Jesus, forgive us for our sins and weaknesses, thank yo
u for forgiving us. Please help us draw strength from you. Lord please strengthen your church body, help us resist tempt
ation. Help us be effective evangelists. Thank you for hearing my prayers Lord. Lord Jesus, you are such a great exampl
e of longsuffering and obedience and love and graciousness and holiness and righteousness. Help us to grow closer to
You and Your likeness and to do what is pleasing in the sight of the Father, Almighty Creator of heaven and earth. Than
k you for your service, we are not worthy, but the blood of Jesus is. Thank you Lord for your help and Your presence. No
t my will be done, but the will of the Father in Heaven through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Re: Secret sin...my testimony - posted by RobertW (), on: 2004/10/20 8:07
Quote:
-------------------------The way to avoid condemnation in ones heart fellow siblings, is to walk in the light, in deed and in truth, by the power of the Holy Gh
ost, through faith in Jesus Christ. Or as Paul said to the Corinthians:
-------------------------

I had a thought cross my mind when I read this. We cannot walk in darkness and expect God's provision. The only thing
that can cleanse the conscience from dead works is the blood- and if we must "walk in the light" in order for that blood to
be applied, we can deduce from that that no amount of penance will silence the voice of condemnation crying out in our
heart.

Quote:
-------------------------People tend to shy away from me when I tell them about my ordeal with pornographyÂ…they feel as if I have been cheating them, a
nd in a sense I have and it brakes me when I think of it but, what is even more tragic is that I was cheating God.
-------------------------

Brother I had to come utterly clean before God myself in areas of compromise. I reached such a state of repentance and
brokeness under the hand of God that I posted an repentance memorandum in the Kansas City Star. I speak as a fool, b
ut it was the enemy that would condemn me for my confessions of sin and not God. I called people up that I had sinned
against 18 years ago. That may seem radical- but I had to come clean completely. I had to do what I felt God was telling
me to do. When all this took place God poured out His Spirit on me in a way you can't imagine- and I'm Pentecostal to b
egin with. No weird stuff either- just a fullness of the God I had grieved for years.
Pornography is a sin that I believe the Devil has used to silence the modern day prophets or revivalists of God. I studied
it out once and found that in the early nineties there was a feeling of God moving and a lot of piercing preaching was co
ming from certain preachers. Then the Internet showed up and it is rare to hear a piercing message in the mainstream n
ow. Why? You can't preach repentance anointedly with secret sin in your life. You may do it out of envy and strife, but no
t in the right Spirit.
Fleshly lusts still war against the soul. Our natural God given desires are enflamed by the world. The natural desires that
God created to be good are soon out of control. This goes for all sorts of natural desires that when increased to unnatur
al levels leads to vices from pornography to gluttony and every other thing. TV feeds the fires of the natural desires into
an inferno. Soon we are battling the flesh.
I appreciate your candid testimony. Maybe others will be helped to come out of their secret sins and let God heal them.

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2004/10/20 8:13
Quote:
-------------------------we are creating and worshipping an idol in our hearts.
-------------------------

Hi Bro. Ron,
For me the sobering passage is also in Ezekiel 16 when God shows Ezekiel a picture of what the leaders had been doin
g in the darkness. The vile images that they had put up on the walls. Then they erected a wall so no one could see what
they were doing. All the while God was moving away from the Temple and separating from that sin. Soon He was afar of
f and as He departed judgment came.
But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear (Isaiah 59:2)

You pray a good prayer! Let it be all of ours.
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Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2004/10/20 8:20
Quote:
-------------------------One of the things the Lord is demanding of me is that my reputation must go on the altar, along with everything else. So I pray that I
will make no attempt to justify my behavior in any sort of way.
-------------------------

Hi Bro. Ed.
The Lord will give you the victory over every unclean thing. The same Holy Spirit that convicts will also give you the pow
er to change. I will agree with you in prayer today for God to do a work. My pastor prayed a radical prayer over 40 years
ago for God to deliver him from smoking. He prayed it would make him deathly ill. He got in a car and someone lit up- th
e smoke hit his nostrils and they had to pull the car over so he could orally discharge his dinner. That was the end of his
smoking. Your other comments are well received.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2004/10/20 8:21
Quote:
-------------------------Lord Jesus, please help these here continue to draw strength from Your Holy Spirit and Your Holy Bible. Help them and all Your chil
dren dig strong roots in You and resist temptation. Help them develop good habits to replace the habits that only bring death. Give them new ways to o
bey you, new things to do with their time, continue to strengthen them and give them hearts that desire to please the Father more than the flesh. Allow
the conviction of sin to do its work, to bring repentance and wholehearted trust and dependance on You Lord, who promises to answer prayers with ou
r perserverance and obedience to You. Help us in our witness, make us sensitive to the stumbling blocks we may be giving to those around us, those
precious lost ones who may be seeking truth. Lord Jesus, forgive us for our sins and weaknesses, thank you for forgiving us. Please help us draw stre
ngth from you. Lord please strengthen your church body, help us resist temptation. Help us be effective evangelists. Thank you for hearing my prayers
Lord. Lord Jesus, you are such a great example of longsuffering and obedience and love and graciousness and holiness and righteousness. Help us t
o grow closer to You and Your likeness and to do what is pleasing in the sight of the Father, Almighty Creator of heaven and earth. Thank you for your
service, we are not worthy, but the blood of Jesus is. Thank you Lord for your help and Your presence. Not my will be done, but the will of the Father in
Heaven through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
-------------------------

Amen!
Re: Secret sin...my testimony - posted by mloaks, on: 2004/10/20 10:54
Thanks, James.
I pray that the Lord will embolden me re that sin I shared. It should be easy for me; I am very spiritually 'transperant', but
when it comes to this morbid subject, i am a coward.
Porn is the chief sin problem of 1st world males today, IMHO.
Re: Dear brother Gideons, on: 2004/10/20 13:12
I thank you so much for that heartfelt testimony and I must tell you that while I type this post I am praising God for the vic
tory you shall have in your life and in your walk with the Lord Jesus Christ. I praise Him today!!! He is our Strength!
Your testimony is one of the reasons I love this website, I crave heartfelt real Christian fellowship and you graced me wit
h it, by opening up your life. Thank You.
please allow me in return to open up mine, I am one of the weakest people you would ever meet when it comes to physi
cal cravings, but the Lord delivered me from the hell and the stain of tobacco addiction in the first week after I confessed
that Jesus is Lord and asked God to tabernacle in my heart. I don't tell that to say, "wow lookit me! I'm great in the Lord!!
no no no. I wanna share methodology, some earthly and some of Heaven. My second Sunday service after the first whe
re I asked Jesus in, afterwards I went to the altar and I asked a dear brother, an elder, to lay hands on me and rebuke th
is terrible addiction and to HEAL my lungs.
Man, that brother had an annointing!!!
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He laid hands on me, prophesying, in English, in unknown languages, in Jesus' love, in Jesus' Name.
I felt the altar, and it felt ...I felt....healed, my lungs felt healed, and then I got out to the car, and there in the center well o
f the transmission stick was a pack of Pall Mall reds. (filters...lol) and I wanted one, and the my own convicted spirit spok
e to me, and said what kind of heel would you be iffin you smoked that ciggy? That brother just poured himself out in Hig
h Priestly ministry in the Holy Ghost healing you, and this is how you would repay Jesus?
and then my spirit said,
Get to the Rite-Aid and buy you some nicotine gum!
NOW!!
and I did.
Havent smoked a cigarette in almost three years.
I know why the prayer worked, Jesus is Lord, let me tell you why the gum worked for me, number one, like a cigarette, it
allowed me to decide when I wanted to administer the nicotine, and number two it allowed me to do something with my
mouth. The question might be, well wont you become addicted to the gum? Thats a good question, but you just decide t
o take the frequency and the intensity of the gum down.
The junk food is another issue, I too have that problem and the cans of chef boyardee ravioli at 89 cents (a dollar off) ain
t helping....(smiling)
maybe a nice stint in the mission field and away the land of fat and plenty might help guys like us.
God bless you my brother,
Neil
Dear brother James, on: 2004/10/20 13:24
forgive me for stating the obvious, but Jesus loves you and He sees your heart, and sees you pressing inward towards
Him and after holiness of thought and deed, and He will give us the answer, and the strength and the courage and the w
isdom to be High Priests of the New Covenant in the Lord Jesus Christ.
I send my prayers,
Neil
Re: Dear brother James - posted by Jimm (), on: 2004/10/20 14:50
Hey Mloaks
Thank you for your words of encouragement. Confession is very hard on the flesh but it is wonderfully liberating for the S
pirit. You may not feel very good at first but in the end, you are the better for it. I remember the first person I told was my
older sister and I felt absolutely awful, but that was just the flesh being mortified. Walking in the Spirit is an active proces
s and it is very enlightening. I wish there was a crash course in this sort of thing but the Spirit leads individuals in slight di
fferent ways:
Romans 8:10-16 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousne
ss. 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shal
l also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the fles
h, to live after the flesh. 13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of th
e body, ye shall live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15 For ye have not receiv
ed the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
Quote:
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I pray that the Lord will embolden me re that sin I shared. It should be easy for me; I am very spiritually 'transperant', but
when it comes to this morbid subject, i am a coward.
Porn is the chief sin problem of 1st world males today, IMHO
Well friend, confessing fear and reluctance takes great confidence. Believe me if it must come out it will come out and n
o one, not even you will be able to stop it. You are in my prayersÂ…
In Christ
James

Re: Dear brother James - posted by Jimm (), on: 2004/10/20 14:55
Neilgin
I thank you for your loving attitude brother. It is a pleasure to feed off the fruits of the Spirit in you, and it encourages me
to preach my testimony with boldness. Thank you again!
In Christ
James

Thank you sir - posted by Jimm (), on: 2004/10/20 15:03
Robert
Quote:
I appreciate your candid testimony. Maybe others will be helped to come out of their secret sins and let God heal them.
Sir I thank you for starting this threadÂ…I have wanted to post this for weeks but I have had Â“cold feetÂ”. After the onsl
aught of the accuser it is refreshing to be encouraged. I just want to add to others that, if you confess your sins to the rig
hteous savior, and with your whole heart repent that feeling of guilt will depart. Unfortunately, in most cases sin still carri
es its consequences, so brace yourselves and do not faint when chastened by the Lord.
Hebrews 12:4-17 4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation whi
ch speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebu
ked of him: 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chas
tening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without cha
stisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh
which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, an
d live? 10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be part
akers of his holiness. 11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward i
t yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 12 Wherefore lift up the hands wh
ich hang down, and the feeble knees; 13 And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of t
he way; but let it rather be healed. 14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:
15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and there
by many be defiled; 16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birt
hright. 17 For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no
place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.
In Christ
James
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Re: Secret Sin in the Secret Place - posted by Spitfire, on: 2004/10/21 9:42
Speaking of secret sins, I had to reply to all this on Other Speakers, Rick Joyner...
Re: Victory over sin - posted by Gideons (), on: 2004/11/9 17:52
I confessed this sin on October 28 to my congregation and they prayed for me and God answered their prayer.
I'm so thankful. I was warned that the rod would come (Hebrews 12) if I went back to smoking and on October 29 (foolis
h and rebellious sheep that I am at times), I felt a strong desire for a cigarette so I had one before I left for the day. I bec
ame deathly ill but fortunately was able to make it to the elevator with the contents in my stomach intact.
As I got on the elevator looking to cling to anything as I was quite dizzy, all I could say was thank you Jesus. So I just w
anted to say it again, thank you Jesus. That was my last cigarette.
I certainly have never done (nor will ever do) anything that merits the grace of God but He does answer prayer. I'm than
kful that God chastens his sheep.
Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2004/11/9 18:14
Hi Gideons
Quote:
-------------------------I'm reminded of this scripture Jam 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The ef
fectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
-------------------------

The letter of James was written into a synagogue/assembly setting. The reference to elders is a sure indication of this.
Public confession, if that is what is meant here, was within the circle of the local family of God's people. The context too
sounds as though it is addressing the need to be sure that sin is not the grounds for sickness. This admonition of the sc
ripture was not intended as a global instruction.
Re: - posted by Am_Lovin_HIM (), on: 2004/11/9 20:26
Gideons,
I started to answer your first post on smoking, (copied and pasted it into wordpad even :-P) but then said naww, let's wai
t.
Let me encourage you, to stand firm. Stand on the Word! Jesus said, when he was tempted of the devil, It is written and
then quoted scripture.
Stand on the enemy's neck of addiction, cravings lies. For greater is He who is in you than that addiction. The flesh is i
n opposition to the Spirit and it does want it's way!
With my last cigarette on 3/9, I sat there talking to the cigarette. I quoted scripture after scripture. I repented and cried o
ut to God for deliverance. I sat there and did warfare against any spirits the Lord showed me was there and stood on the
Rock! Had anyone come into the room they would have thought I was off my rocker but I didn't care, I wanted free! Prais
e God, I awoke the next morning and was delivered. It was as if I had never smoked in my life. My taste was immediatel
y back, my smell was wow, I could smell again! :-) I know I can never pick up another cigarette, no matter what the tem
ptor may bring my way.
I along with you rejoice because the Saviour came to set us free!
Stand on the Word any time the suggestion comes to mind that you need a cigarette. That suggestion is the enemy looki
ng for a way back into the vessel he was cast out of! The battle ground is your mind, will, and emotions and the enemy
will use those to come against the Truth and tell you his lies. What does the scripture say about a demon who is cast out
?
You have "by faith" said you are free! October 29th was Your day of deliverance! Jesus did indeed come to set the capti
ves free!!! Praise His holy name.
I thank you for your humbleness and courage to speak on this subject. Too many do not want to acknowledge addictions
as sin. Those addictons may be to food, cigarettes, pornography, controll, overeating. It does not matter what name is pl
aced on it, it is sin in God's eyes and needs to be repented of.
I leave with this note: If My people which are called by My name, will humble themselves and pray.... He specifically say
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s My people!!!
I send strength your way and prayer that You may find this victory in all areas of life.
Blessings to you,
Am_Lovin_HIM
Re: Thank you - posted by Gideons (), on: 2004/11/9 20:43
Thanks for the encouragement Am_Lovin_Him. I believe that there is victory over sin through Jesus and it's a real victor
y. In other words, the power of the sin is broken. I believe that Jesus has broken it and it's something I've battled with G
od for 2 years over. I didn't want to admit it was a sin. That's the scary part.
But I believe He has broken it.
Brother Ron, I believe we're on the same page regarding the scripture I quoted in James. If I'm wrong, please correct m
e.
If I commit a public sin, then it has to be dealt with publicly. If it's a private sin, then it's to dealt with privately. That's the
rule of thumb at our church. The Holy Spirit quickened me on several occasions to confess this sin and then repent. I fa
iled to do it because of my pride, plain and simple. Then I had to repent over that attitude as well.
So one of the things the Holy Spirit was dealing with me on was pride, not just the smoking.
I pray that I haven't glamourized this, because it certainly is not very pretty. My intent was to humble myself and confes
s the sin, realizing that it wasn't up to me as to how this would be received. One of the things the Lord is requiring that I l
ay down is the right to defend myself.
As I stated Brother Ron, if I'm off-base I seek forgiveness and a better understanding of what I should do in this type of i
nstance.
Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2004/11/10 3:16
Quote:
-------------------------Brother Ron, I believe we're on the same page regarding the scripture I quoted in James. If I'm wrong, please correct me.
If I commit a public sin, then it has to be dealt with publicly. If it's a private sin, then it's to dealt with privately. That's the rule of thumb at our church. Th
e Holy Spirit quickened me on several occasions to confess this sin and then repent. I failed to do it because of my pride, plain and simple. Then I had
to repent over that attitude as well.
-------------------------

The old puritans used to ask the question 'can a servant of God who has sinned be restored to God's service'? They ha
d a simple answer, "yes" they said "when his repentance has become as notorious as his sin". Sin only needs to be con
fessed to the people it has affected. This would bring in the need for restitution where possible.
Sin is to be confessed to God, and to a local gathering if the sin has affected them. The James link with prayer for heali
ng and 1 Cor 11 show that personal sin can affect a local gathering. But you don't need to publish your sin on the web.
Sins need to be confessed to those against whom you have sinned, which might well include your local fellowship.
You don't need to ask my forgiveness, neither your sin nor your confession has 'affected' me. God has a wonderful way
of covering up what we expose to Him. The essence of repentance is found in Psalm 51 where David makes the statem
ent 'against thee, thee only, have I sinned.'
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