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Cautions and Directions given to the Greatest Professors in the Methodist Societies (John Wesley 1762)
WHAT IS THE SIXTH?
A. Beware of schism, of making a rent in the Church of Christ. That inward disunion, the members ceasing to have a reci
procal love Â‘one for another,Â’ (1 Cor. 12:25,) is the very root of all contention, and every outward separation. Beware
of everything tending thereto. Beware of a dividing spirit; shun whatever has the least aspect that way. Therefore, say no
t, Â‘I am of Paul or of Apollos;Â’ the very thing which occasioned the schism at Corinth. Say not, Â‘This is my Preacher; t
he best Preacher in England.
Give me him, and take all the rest.Â’ All this tends to breed or foment division, to disunite those whom God hath joined.
Do not despise or run down any Preacher; do not exalt any one above the rest, lest you hurt both him and the cause of
God. On the other hand, do not bear hard upon any by reason of some incoherency or inaccuracy of expression; no, nor
for some mistakes, were they really such.
Likewise, if you would avoid schism, observe every rule of the Society, and of the Bands, for conscienceÂ’ sake. Never
omit meeting your Class or Band; never absent yourself from any public meeting. These are the very sinews of our Soci
ety; and whatever weakens, or tends to weaken, our regard for these, or our exactness in attending them, strikes at the
very root of our community.
As one saith, Â‘That part of our economy, the private weekly meetings for prayer, examination, and particular exhortatio
n, has been the greatest means of deepening and confirming every blessing that was received by the word preached, an
d of diffusing it to others, who could not attend the public ministry; whereas, without this religious connexion and intercou
rse, the most ardent attempts, by mere preaching, have proved of no lasting use.Â’
Suffer not one thought of separating from your brethren, whether their opinions agree with yours or not. Do not dream th
at any man sins in not believing you, in not taking your word; or that this or that opinion is essential to the work, and both
must stand or fall together. Beware of impatience of contradiction.
Do not condemn or think hardly of those who cannot see just as you see, or who judge it their duty to contradict you, wh
ether in a great thing or a small. I fear some of us have thought hardly of others, merely because they contradicted what
we affirmed. All this tends to division; and, by everything of this kind, we are teaching them an evil lesson against oursel
ves.
O beware of touchiness, of testiness, not bearing to be spoken to; starting at the least word; and flying from those who d
o not implicitly receive mine or anotherÂ’s sayings!
Expect contradiction and opposition, together with crosses of various kinds. Consider the words of St. Paul: Â‘To you it i
s given, in the behalf of Christ,Â’ Â— for his sake, as a fruit of his death and intercession for you, Â— Â‘not only to belie
ve, but also to suffer for his sake.Â’ (Phil. 1:29.) It is given! God gives you this opposition or reproach; it is a fresh token
of his love. And will you disown the Giver; or spurn his gift, and count it a misfortune? Will you not rather say, Â‘Father, t
he hour is come, that thou shouldest be glorified: Now thou givest thy child to suffer something for thee: Do with me acc
ording to thy will?Â’ Know that these things, far from being hinderances to the work of God, or to your soul, unless by yo
ur own fault, are not only unavoidable in the course of Providence, but profitable, yea, necessary, for you.
Therefore, receive them from God (not from chance) with willingness, with thankfulness. Receive them from men with hu
mility, meekness, yieldingness, gentleness, sweetness. Why should not even your outward appearance and manner be
soft? Remember the character of Lady Cutts: Â‘It was said of the Roman Emperor Titus, Never any one came displease
d from him. But it might be said of her, Never any one went displeased to her: So secure were all of the kind and favoura
ble reception which they would meet with from her.Â’
Beware of tempting others to separate from you. Give no offence which can possibly be avoided; see that your practice
be in all things suitable to your profession, adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour. Be particularly careful in speaking
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of yourself: You may not, indeed, deny the work of God; but speak of it, when you are called thereto, in the most inoffens
ive manner possible.
Avoid all magnificent, pompous words; indeed, you need give it no general name; neither perfection, sanctification, the s
econd blessing, nor the having attained. Rather speak of the particulars which God has wrought for you. You may say, Â
‘At such a time I felt a change which I am not able to express; and since that time, I have not felt pride, or self-will, or an
ger, or unbelief; nor anything but a fulness of love to God and to all mankind.Â’ And answer any other plain question that
is asked with modesty and simplicity.
And if any of you should at any time fall from what you now are, if you should again feel pride or unbelief, or any temper
from which you are now delivered; do not deny, do not hide, do not disguise it at all, at the peril of your soul. At all event
s go to one in whom you can confide, and speak just what you feel. God will enable him to speak a word in season, whic
h shall be health to your soul. And surely He will again lift up your head, and cause the bones that have been broken to r
ejoice.
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