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Rapture, on: 2010/8/12 1:58
Will the rapture occur in our live time ?
Re: Rapture - posted by enid, on: 2010/8/12 6:31
Matt 24v36, 'But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only'.
Re: Rapture - posted by Lysa (), on: 2010/8/12 7:37

My pre-trib friends are admitting to seeing things happen in the US and abroad that they thought they'd never be here to
see.
Who knows when He's returning but I think we're in for ride of our life!! Read your Bible like never before, love others lik
e never before, and pray like never before and who knows!!
God bless you!
Lisa

Re: Rapture, on: 2010/8/12 10:47
The Rapture will not occur at all in our lifetime or any time in the future for it is a past event. Christians who are alive and
remaining are being caught up to meet the Lord in the air every day. The dead in Christ have arisen, they are with the Lo
rd.
The people that we read about in the New Testament were real living breathing normal souls like you and I today. They
were not dressed in silk fluttering in the breeze. Their hair wasn't glittering white and none of them had angels wings. Th
ey were real people, flesh and blood. They made mistakes. Some have hit their fingers with the hammer and maybe so
mething other than what we'd expect came out of their mouths. They were real people.
I am stressing that they were real people because we don't believe they were. We think that the New Testament writings
were only meant for us because we think that these are the "Last Days".
When a letter says to the Church at Corinth, was it speaking to us here in New York City? No! Oh certainly there are trut
hs that we can garner out it, but initially there were believers at Corinth that asked Paul some questions and he sent the
m a letter to explain to them some issues that had arisen in their midst. Those letters were in answer to THEIR question
s NOT ours. They were REAL people with real concerns, and God loved these real people.
We will say that these are real people with our mouths, but in our heart of hearts we do not believe it. Why? Because we
believe that when the writer uses words "NEAR", "LAST DAYS", they are referring to us and they are not.
For example when Peter stood up on that great day of Pentecost and spoke about what the Prophet Joel said referring t
o what was happening on that day, he said, "This is that, which was spoken of by the prophet Joel, that in the last days I
shall pour out my spirit upon all flesh".
Because the words, "last days" were spoken we believe that what Peter was referring to was an unknown end off in the f
uture. Why would Peter answer a question to the Jews that said, "These men are drunk with new wine" with something t
hat was to happen in some remote future?
These were REAL men, insomuch that God saved thousands of them in that one day.
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Another example of the realness of people to whom Paul was speaking to is, Romans 13:11 And that, knowing the time,
that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.
He admonishes his readers to "know the time". Matthew 25 kicks into play here with the Ten Virgins. Midnight was comi
ng and Paul was telling them that darkness was about to grip Jerusalem, her doom was coming. It was time to awake ou
t of sleep for the revelation of Jesus Christ was about to be unveiled that He is KING OF KINGS and LORD OF LORDS
and His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will never end.
When Jesus went into heaven on that great day of His Ascension. The Holy Ghost was not yet imparted, many of the scr
iptures in reference to her demise were spoken of in Matthew 24 that Jesus spoke of hadn't yet arrived, only the merciful
portions of the prophets were done it was in hopes that the Jews would receive their Messiah, but in rejection desolation'
s were determined on them and their city. Jesus was cut off in the middle of the 70th week of Daniel but the week contin
ued after His death and resurrection and ended with the destruction of Jerusalem and all that the scriptures have spoken
of were fulfilled in that first century.
Matthew 16:28 Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son o
f man coming in his kingdom.
The some standing there were real people hearing with real ears what Jesus was telling them. Think about their minds f
or a moment. Wouldn't you think if you were standing there that day that the kingdom of God was going to come very sh
ortly because one of us would be around to see it come?
The resurrection occured at the end of the days to which this prophecy was referring to. It was a spiritual resurrection so
no one saw it. It has to be believed just as much as Jesus must be believed though there is no historical document to su
ggest that Jesus ever existed outside the bible. And I think that is so, so that this whole enterprise must be by faith not b
y sight.
12 Reasons for the rapture, on: 2010/8/15 6:19
Twelve Reasons for the Rapture
Johan Malan, University of the North, South Africa
Abstract: The rapture is a very important promise in the chronology of end-time events. It must be properly understood if
we wish to be ready and worthy to escape the coming tribulation period.
During the rapture, true Christians will disappear from the earth in the twinkling of an eye:
Â“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these
wordsÂ” (1 Thes. 4:16-18).
By way of the rapture the Lord will snatch away His disciples for whom He has gone to prepare a place in heaven. The
harvest of souls for the kingdom of God will then gathered in heaven. There are various biblical reasons why there must
be, and consequently will be, a rapture of believers at the end of the church dispensation:
1. It marks the end of the church age
The rapture formally ends the dispensation of the church on earth as the members of the true church will then be
removed from earth and taken to heaven. Only the backsliders, the nominal believers, the members of deluded and
dead Â‘ChristianÂ’ churches, as well as all the followers of false religions will remain behind on earth. The people who d
o not turn to Christ then to be saved, will join the deceived masses who will enter into a covenant with the false messiah
to worship and follow him. The signs of the times indicate that we are at present very close to the end of the church disp
ensation. The Bible describes this time as a period of great falling away from the truth, and also of intensified demonic a
ctivities. Satan is lulling certain churches into a deep spiritual sleep, while occupying the attention of others with deceptiv
e signs and wonders performed by false prophets.
At the same time, the coming antichristian dispensationÂ’s all-inclusive ideology of universal or cosmic unity (holism or
monism) is actively propagated. Structures are also created for the world government, world religion, and world econom
y of the Antichrist. It is not without reason that the Lord Jesus urges us to stand firm against the deception of the last day
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s, and to watch and pray always that we may be found worthy to escape the coming tribulation period (Lk. 21:36).
It is important to consider the rapture in its dispensational context Â– i.e. at the end of the church age and just before the
beginning of the tribulation period. Within this perspective we should resist the moral collapse and spiritual falling away t
hat are typical of the last days of the church dispensation, while also opposing the reforms aimed at promoting the global
governance and ecumenical alliance of world religions that will allow the Antichrist and false prophet the opportunity to g
ain control over the world and to institute the new world order. We are dispensationally in a terminal situation in which m
ost people sadly grow cold in their love towards Christ while the unrighteousness is increasing due to an emerging intern
ational culture of sin. We should actively denounce this trend, as well as the globalising reforms aimed at instituting the n
ext dispensation.
In times like these, preaching about the expected rapture is critically important. We are like long distance runners who h
ear the bell ringing to announce the last round of the race. This message motivates us not to relax but to persevere to th
e end. Peter says: Â“Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God?Â” (2 Pet. 3:11-12). We should not lose
perspective and start compromising under the pressure of a rapidly changing world, but keep on fighting the good fight o
f faith while resisting all forms of evil.
2. It affords the Antichrist the opportunity to be revealed
The rapture is directly related to the revelation of the Antichrist:
Â“And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. For the mystery of lawlessness is alre
ady at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be reveal
ed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. The coming
of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteou
s deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be savedÂ” (2 T
hess. 2:6-10).
The true church of Christ, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, is withholding the Antichrist, who can clearly only be revealed after t
he church has been taken out of the way. The Holy Spirit in the church is stronger than the spirit of error that is operating
in the evil world to deceive people. When the true church is suddenly taken away the light of the world will vanish and th
e hour of complete spiritual darkness will take effect. Under these circumstances, the man of sin will be able to reveal hi
mself without any opposition. The rapture has to occur before he can be revealed!
To prepare people to be ready for the rapture calls for a spiritual disposition of absolute loyalty to the true Christ and als
o the unqualified rejection of the false cosmic Christ of all faiths.
3. It is a strong motivation for steadfastness in a time of backsliding
The coming of the heavenly Bridegroom will occur during a time of religious compromise and worldliness. There will be a
great falling away from the truth of GodÂ’s Word. A relatively small group of evangelical Christians will shine like lights in
the midst of a crooked and perverse generation (Phil. 2:15). As in the times of Noah and Lot, the earth will be filled with
violence, materialism and sexual perversion. Unfortunately, the spirit of unrighteousness and immorality will also take its
toll among Christians. They will relax their vigilance and make downward adjustments in their spiritual standards: Â“And
because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow coldÂ” (Mt. 24:12). Many Christians will keep such a low pr
ofile that they ultimately lapse into complete passivity (spiritual sleep). Jesus warned His followers against this phenome
non and emphasised the expectation of His sudden coming as a strong motivation for steadfastness:
Â“Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming Â– in the evening, at midnight, at the cr
owing of the rooster, or in the morning Â– lest coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to all:
Watch!Â” (Mk. 13:35-37).
Inactive Christians are obviously not strongly dedicated to the Lord and they have a tendency to grow cold in their love t
owards Him. The process of growing cold manifests in two ways: firstly, they develop a love for the world and worldly par
ties where they eat and drink to excess; secondly, anxiety and depression take root in their minds and also pull them do
wn spiritually. Against this kind of waywardness the Lord Jesus warned His disciples and again offered the rapture as a
positive motivating force to remain steadfast to the end:
Â“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, an
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d that Day come upon you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole eart
h. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, a
nd to stand before the Son of ManÂ” (Lk. 21:34-36).
4. It is an escape from the disaster area of divine judgements
The rapture also constitutes a dramatic rescue operation in which the true believers are removed from the scene of divin
e judgements. Although the rapture is a unique occurrence, there are examples in the Bible of times when God poured o
ut His wrath but provided an escape route to the true believers as they were not the objects of His wrath. In the time of N
oah, God announced His judgements upon a wicked and perverted generation: "And God said to Noah, The end of all fl
esh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
Make yourself an ark..." (Gen. 6:13-14). Shortly before the commencement of the judgements the eight believers escape
d the disaster area by entering the ark. God Himself closed the door behind them before He judged the sinners (Gen. 6:
16-23).
In the time of Lot the believers were also rescued. The night before the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah they were o
rdered to evacuate the city and flee to the mountains. The angels emphasised the fact that they could do nothing as long
as Lot and his family were still among the wicked. Fire and brimstone rained down from the heavens shortly after their d
eparture. The cities with all their inhabitants were destroyed (Gen. 19:13-25). The Bible says that there is a clear correlat
ion between these historic events and God's end-time dealing with believers and unbelievers (Lk. 17:26-30; also read G
en. 6 and 19).
People who are cynical about the promise of the rapture and do not heed the admonition to be prepared to escape the c
oming tribulation period reveal a very reckless attitude. What do you think would have happened to the believers (and th
e entire human race) if Noah argued as follows: Â“God is a God of love and I donÂ’t really believe that He will send a flo
od to judge all people; therefore, I am not going to build an ark to escape this so-called judgement.Â” Or what would hav
e happened to Lot and his family if he took the following stand: Â“I think the prophesied judgement over Sodom and Go
morrah should be interpreted symbolically. I donÂ’t have to escape for my life. Even if the disaster does occur I believe t
hat God will protect us from His wrath here in this place.Â”
The coming judgements during the tribulation period are irrefutable biblical facts. Jesus said there will be great tribulatio
n such as has not been since the beginning of the world (Mt. 24:21), and that we should be ready to escape it (Lk. 21:36
).
5. It is a direct intervention by God
The supernatural nature of the rapture, in which millions of Christians will be caught up in the air, will be so clearly an int
ervention by God that no scientific explanation can ever account for this astounding phenomenon. There might be a few
absurd explanations which, as in the case of the evolution theory, will only be accepted by those whose minds have bee
n blinded by the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:4). It is only an almighty God who can resurrect and change millions of Christ
ians in a single moment and catch them away from planet earth. He will take away His own while the others will be left b
ehind.
The hand of the Lord will also unmistakably be seen in the judgements that will be poured out over a degenerate humani
ty after the rapture. The dramatic effect of the rapture as well as the severity of the apocalyptic judgements that will follo
w in its wake will be a clear message to a multireligious and apostate humanity that their only hope is in returning to the
Triune God and His inerrant Word. The rapture will also utterly refute the spiritualisation theology in which many of the pl
ain biblical statements are spiritualised and thereby deprived of their literal meaning. In this way liberal theologians have
disposed of many of the precious promises and dire warnings in the Bible by alleging that they are merely to be regarde
d as symbolic or allegorical expressions.
After the rapture, millions of people will continue to harden their hearts. As a result of this attitude they will receive a spiri
t of delusion which will induce them to believe the lies of the Antichrist (2 Thess. 2:11-12). However, there will also be m
any people who will have a new appreciation for the Word of God. They will seek the Lord and call upon His Name, rega
rdless of the consequences of Christian worship in a Christ-rejecting new world order.
6. It is associated with the first resurrection
The rapture is directly related to the first resurrection when all the believers will get glorified resurrection bodies. Millions
of those who are going to be caught away are already dead; consequently they must first be raised from the dead in inco
rruptible, glorified bodies, like unto ChristÂ’s glorious body. At the same moment the mortal bodies of the living believers
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will be miraculously changed into glorified bodies while they pass from mortality to immortality without dying. Paul explai
ns this promise to a Christian congregation as follows:
Â“Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed Â– in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. F
or this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortalityÂ” (1 Cor. 15:51-53).
To the Philippians he said:
Â“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transf
orm our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious bodyÂ” (Phil. 3:20-21).
The first resurrection is also referred to as Â“the resurrection of the justÂ” (Lk. 14:14), as well as Â“the resurrection of life
Â” (Jn. 5:29). These people are indeed blessed to be partakers of the first resurrection:
Â“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand yearsÂ” (Rev. 20:6).
The godless will have no part in the first resurrection, the rapture, and the millennial reign of Christ. That is why John say
s: Â“But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finishedÂ” (Rev. 20:5). They will be raised d
uring the second resurrection which is also called Â“the resurrection of condemnationÂ” (Jn. 5:29).
7. It separates true and nominal Christians
Apart from the division that the rapture will effect between the saved and unsaved people in the world, it will also separat
e the true believers from the nominal Christians within the church. Those who only have a form of godliness will be left b
ehind. This fate will befall them despite the fact that they may have regarded themselves as members of the church of C
hrist, like the foolish virgins also did. Only after the rapture will many of them discover the absence of the regenerating p
ower of the Holy Spirit in their lives. Although they can still put matters straight then, the Bridegroom will not open the do
or to them by way of a second rapture, much as they may desire it and urgently knock on heavenÂ’s door. They will hav
e to remain outside in the cold, face the dark days of the tribulation, and be prepared to die as martyrs for their faith.
How many millions of Â“ChristiansÂ” indeed find themselves in this category of self-deceived and unsaved church mem
bers who trust in a dead form of godliness! They argue that since they are baptised and confirmed in the church, they ha
ve entered into an eternal and irrevocable covenant with God. In the light of this perception they feel quite comfortable e
ven though they donÂ’t have a clear testimony of being saved and born again through true repentance to the Lord Jesus
Christ. Jesus Himself said: Â“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God
Â” (Jn. 3:3). It is only the regenerating work of the Lord that can save your soul!
Be sure that you are not weighed in GodÂ’s balance at the time of the rapture and found wanting. Then you will be left b
ehind when the Lord Jesus takes away His bride (Mt. 25:10-13).
8. It is a meeting with Jesus Christ
When the Lord Jesus comes back to earth He will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, an
d with the trumpet of God. Those who died in Christ will be raised from the dead while the living saints will be changed in
the twinkling of an eye. Together they will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air.
The greatest expectation with regard to the rapture is not just to get away from earth, but to arrive in heaven with the Lor
d! The longing bride wishes to be united with her heavenly Bridegroom. People who donÂ’t believe in the rapture must a
sk themselves how else, other than by the rapture, can they be caught up from earth and divinely moved to the glorious
presence of the Lord Jesus in heaven. The Christians will be caught up ( 1 Thess. 4:17). After His earthly ministry, Jesus
was bodily caught up to heaven (Rev. 12:5). Paul was caught up to the third heaven (2 Cor. 12:2). In all these cases the
same verb, i.e. catch up (Gr. harpazo) is used, which means rapture. On this occasion the heavenly Bridegroom will not
appear in public as He will at His appearing at the end of the tribulation, when Â‘every eye shall see HimÂ’ (Rev. 1:7). H
e will come secretly, like a thief in the night, to snatch away his bride. From the viewpoint of the world she will suddenly
disappear without a trace! She will then be in heavenly places, in the divine presence of the King of kings!
9. It is a summons to appear before the judgement seat of Christ
To be well prepared for the rapture with a view to the destination of the bride at the end of the journey involves preparati
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ons for certain commitments. One of them is to appear before the judgement seat of Christ. The prospect of the rapture
clearly confronts us with the responsibility to give account to Christ of our lives after conversion. Paul says:
Â“For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, ac
cording to what he has done, whether good or badÂ” (2 Cor. 5:10).
Â“So then each of us shall give account of himself to GodÂ” (Rom. 14:10).
The Lord Jesus said: Â“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to hi
s workÂ” (Rev. 22:12).
We must never think about the rapture in isolation as only a journey to heaven. It is a means to a wonderful end. We kno
w why we will be removed from the impending disaster area of divine judgement on earth. But we also need to be thorou
ghly prepared for what is awaiting us at the end of the journey in heaven. The very first appointment that we have after
meeting the Lord Jesus in the air is to appear before His judgement seat.
Since only Christians will be caught away during the rapture, only Christians will appear before the judgement seat wher
e their works will be tested:
Â“For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this fou
ndation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each oneÂ’s work will become manifest; for the Day will decl
are it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each oneÂ’s work, of what sort it is. If anyoneÂ’s work whic
h he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyoneÂ’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will
be saved, yet so as through fireÂ” (1 Cor. 3:11-15).
We are not saved by works but by faith. However, faith without works is dead. In the lives of Christians, a true faith will p
roduce works that befit repentance. For these works of dedication which are done by the enabling power of the Holy Spir
it, rewards of grace will be given at the judgement seat of Christ. On that day it will be evident that some Christians were
much more productive in the work of the Lord, having used their talents to their full potential. Others will be found to hav
e been less productive, and yet others will stand there empty-handed Â– saved as through fire. The following five crown
s will be awarded to Christians in the service of the Lord:
Â·

The imperishable crown for a holy, dedicated life (1 Cor. 9:24-25).

Â·

The crown of rejoicing for people who lead others to Christ (1 Thess. 2:19).

Â·

The crown of glory for faithful pastors (1 Pet. 5:2-4).

Â·

The crown of life for Christian martyrs (Rev. 2:10).

Â·

The crown of righteousness for those who love His coming (2 Tim. 4:8).

10. It is a journey to the marriage of the Lamb
After her appearance before the judgement seat of Christ the bride will be united to her heavenly Bridegroom, never to b
e separated from Him again. The burning desire for the rapture is, therefore, also the expression of a desire to be at the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His ivory palace, and to be led to the King in a spotless garment woven with gold (Ps. 45),
Â‘prepared as a bride adorned for her husbandÂ’ (Rev. 21:2).
Â“Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by
the word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it sh
ould be holy and without blemishÂ” (Eph. 5:25-27).
11. It is a journey to our eternal home
The Lord Jesus promised that He would return to take His bride away to her heavenly abode. Before He ascended to he
aven He said:
Â“In My FatherÂ’s house are many mansionsÂ… I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be alsoÂ” (Jn. 14:2-3).
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This mansion in heaven is so beautiful that it cannot even be imagined by mortal man. The Bible says: Â“Eye has not se
en, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love HimÂ” (
1 Cor. 2:9). John says that the mansions and streets of the new Jerusalem are built with pure gold, like transparent glas
s. Each of its gates is a large, magnificent pearl. The foundations of the wall of the city are adorned with all sorts of preci
ous stones, and its light is like a crystal clear stone (Rev. 21:9-21).
This description conveys the idea of heaven being a quite superlative environment of dazzling beauty, magnificence, rad
iance and glory beyond anything we can imagine at present. To be raptured to such a place is indeed a most desirable t
hought and something to earnestly look forward to! Â“As the Scripture says, In Thy presence is fullness of joy; and at Th
y right hand there are pleasures for evermoreÂ” (Ps. 16:11).
12. It leads to the acceptance of our judicial and royal position
After the rapture, the glorified Christians will judge the world with Christ in righteousness (1 Cor. 6:2), after which they wil
l reign with Him as kings on earth. In Revelation 4 and 5, the glorified church is represented by the 24 elders:
Â“And they sang a new song, saying: You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and ha
ve redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings an
d priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earthÂ” (Rev. 5:9-10).
EPILOGUE: Do you appreciate how tremendously important the rapture is to every Christian, how highly dramatic the ev
ents are that are associated with it, and how exceedingly worthwhile it is to be ready for it? Christianity and the church st
and to be spiritually deprived and impoverished if this promise, and all the obligations that it involves, is not earnestly pro
claimed. Without the BibleÂ’s prophetic perspective on the end-time we will grope in darkness and never correctly deter
mine our priorities.
While we are discerning the approaching footsteps of the Lord Jesus in the signs of the times we must be very sure that
we really do belong to Him; otherwise He will pass us by when He comes for His bride. The unsaved, nominal Christians
who have never had a personal encounter with the Lord will, one day, plead for mercy in vain before the great white thro
ne of the final judgement. The Lord will declare to them: Â“I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practise lawlessn
ess!Â” (Mt. 7:23).
There is no need whatsoever to be heading for a tragic end of disillusionment and rejection. If we have genuinely experi
enced Â‘repentance toward GodÂ’ for our sins and Â‘faith toward our Lord Jesus ChristÂ’ (Acts 20:21), and our hearts h
ave been changed and are burning within us with love for the Lord, we will be worthy to meet the heavenly Bridegroom
when He comes in the midnight hour. He said to His disciples: Â“Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; and y
ou yourselves be like men who wait for their masterÂ… Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes,
will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serv
e them. And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those serv
antsÂ… Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expectÂ” (Lk. 12:35-40).

Re: Rapture - posted by sojourner7 (), on: 2010/8/15 16:15
Here at this site most of us are convinced
of the eminent return of our LORD and Savior
in HIS glory and power to reign in righteousness and establish peace. If you are alive
and prepared and ready when the Bridegroom
comes, blessed are you!! Watch and pray
and prepare your hearts for JESUS is coming
again soon!!
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Re: , on: 2010/8/15 23:17
edited for errors brought to light by posts from Ccchhhrrriiisss and comments by King Jimmy after this initial post.

When the word rapture is heard, these persons, in the use of that word, show that they are in agreement or have been in
fluenced from a dispensational viewpoint in some way, shape, or form.
Through a man named Darby, advocated and made popular here in the states by a man named Scofield, the concept of
a "rapture" was made popular. The whole concept of an ushering away of the church before tribulation was re-introduce
d by Darby, after about 500 years of dying out when first introduced. Darby used the theological invention to fill in lose e
nds unexplained and scripturally inadequate in his dispensationalistic ideology.
(It cannot be called doctrine).
Prior to the mid 1800's this idea of a pre-tribulation resurrection, they named 'rapture', was advocated by fewer and fewe
r proponents, until it lay virtually silent. The concept was taught after apostate Romanism took control of Roman subject
s beliefs and religion by force. In approximately 1500 years of Church history, this idea never had staying power.
Were the apostles mistaken in not teaching this? Why did Jesus not plainly state such? Were they hiding something in
the words they used to clarify thing???
Why was it that only after persecution and almost total elimination of the primitive church, being driven underground, that
this concept was formulated?

Consider this fact: If there were a pre-trib rapture, there would be three judgements, and not two as the Bible reveals.

What once originated from apostate Rome is now a popular concept. So it's asked, how many times on record has it be
en the majority that has been correct in understanding and practicing God's truth?
If there were a pre-trib rapture, God would be operating differently than He has ever done before, and God does not cha
nge. God's people have both suffered in remaining faithful and overcome in the midst of whatever opposition, whether b
y death or God exploiting His glorious dominion over current affairs.
'Rapturists' go so far as to say that they are saying resurrection when they say rapture, but the two words do not even m
ean the same thing. Though you might experience rapture in resurrection, to date, it is not known that anyone experienc
es ascension or resurrection in a state of rapture.

They also say that I Thess. 4.16-18 is talking about this event, rapture; yet, when Jesus' revelation to John clarifies this e
vent mentioned in first Thessalonians it is hardly talking about something that happens before the tribulation:
And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, And sware by him that l
iveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein ar
e, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: But in the days of the voice of the
seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants
the prophets... ...And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. And the four and tw
enty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, We give thee thank
s, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and has
t reigned. And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and
that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small an
d great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth&#65279;&#65279;.
Rev. 10.5-7, 11.14-18
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Consider these words of Jesus (High Priestly prayer) before His willing sacrafice of Himself towards the reconciliation of
all things unto Himself. In praying for those who are his disciples, he petitions, and later relates those who believe throug
h their influence in the earth into all the things He prayed for them:
"I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world. I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They a
re not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. As thou hast sent m
e into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might
be sanctified&#65279;&#65279; through the truth. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe o
n me through their word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in
us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.
Jn. 17.14-21
The whole concept of a pre-trib rapture flies in the face of God's dealing with the world through His people, and would in
validate Jesus prayer. Was Jesus praying wrong?

There are many other reasons that could be given to show that the idea is not scripturally sound, the most obvious of wh
ich is the need to add or take meaning from scriptures that speak of the first resurrection in order to make the idea more
palatable.
If the Olivet discourse found in Mt. 24, Mk. 13, and Lk. 21 are looked at in conjunction with one another, all of which com
pliment each other, Jesus provides a most comprehensive explanation about the details of events.
Mk. 13, gives the clearest scenario of the order of events, and if Mt. 24 is studied towards clarity, it confirms Mk. 13 to a
T. Luke's account helps tie up loose ends (that SEEM TO be implied in the other two accounts.
Some say that these have already been filfilled, and indeed they have, in a sense. The same could be said of Revelation
and other futuristic writings in both the Old and New Testament; however, many fail to account that prophecy is spiritual
reaching into the physical and just because that which is temporary (the physical) confirms the eternal reality does not pr
ove that it will not repeat itself in a greater way in the future. The physical merely confirms the validity of the prophecy. It
is never the standard of measurement to what prophecy entails. If we base physical events (that are always changing) a
s the source of conclusion towards the validity of prophecy from God we will be the ones, more often than not mistaken
or more confused than when we first recongnize them.
Growing up i heard all kinds of speculative rumors, that Kissinger was the antichrist, then Regan, and so many others. T
he UPC code was the mark of the beast...and on and on. 'Experts' said that certain nations would do certain things and t
hen these nations fell out of power.
All this idiocy continues even today.
This has nothing to do with what Jesus said to be doing in the face of events that indicate His soon return. We are not to
be getting all politically involved, jumping to conclusions about changing world affairs, getting all uptight about natural dis
asters, wars, etc.
He simply states these things have to happen. Regarding them, we are to note them, then turn our attention elsewhere:
"And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh...
And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of
this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the
whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always,&#65279;&#65279; that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all th
ese things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.
Lk. 21.28, 34-36
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We are not to be trying to figure these things out, and those who have done such in the past, take their eyes of of Jesus
to do it coming up with all kinds of faulty conclusions in the process.
Jesus said, "no man knows the day or hour," but, many have trouble taking Him at His word and instead run off on all kin
ds of ridiculous tangents. This is no less rebellious than shaking your fist in the face of God.
The purpose of prophecy is to lift up praise to God as in bow down and worship. It is for the express purpose of drawing
us nearer to Jesus Christ and not things that happen in this world. In the communion with Jesus Christ that comes throu
gh worship of Him, His Spirit will guide you into all truth.
Have all these speculative books and theologies whether pre-trib or after ever taught one how to walk in deeper relation
ship with the one who made us?
It is not for us to know the times and the seasons.
Why can't people just accept this?

And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and gre
at. And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thu
nderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arr
ayed in fine linen, clean and white&#65279;&#65279;: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. And he saith unto
me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are th
e true sayings of God. And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowserva
nt, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy
.
Rev. 19.5-10
Quit looking towards the signs and the events and focus on the author (and finisher of our faith), Heb. 12.1-2.
The mandate to every follower of Jesus is to occupy until He comes. In this, God is glorified; not in escapism that is cont
rived through picking and choosing certain verses to believe and avoiding those relative to the events of the end time res
urrection.

Shalom,
g
Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2010/8/16 2:44
Hi Phanetheus...
--> You wrote: "Through a man named Darby, advocated and made popular here in the states by a man named Scofield
, the concept of a "rapture" was made popular. The whole concept of an ushering away of the church before tribulation w
as invented by Darby to fill in lose ends unexplained and scripturally inadequate in his dispensationalistic theology. (It ca
nnot be called doctrine).
Prior to the mid 1800's this idea of a pre-tribulation resurrection, they named 'rapture', never existed. The concept was n
ever before taught, believed, nor advocated. In well over 1700 years of Church history, this newly invented idea was unh
eard of."
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Re: , on: 2010/8/16 8:48
Hi chris,
i came back to life through a fatal accident in 1985. Injuries remained to be healed, not the least of which was retrograde
amnesia. Some time shortly after making SI this ones cyber-home, i started some threads regarding end times and thing
s to occur relative to the second coming. The text in one post stated that i had not heard the concept rapture before just
recently, and to the best of memory, at that point, it did not exist. (Through those threads, one of which was called "a can
of worms", memories started flooding back into consciousness, and more questions were created in this mind than answ
ers, especially when my aunt gave me all the materials written and recorded by Tim LaHey(sp?). La Hey's materials wer
e not all gone through as further questions and contradictions regarding his materials and my own Biblical learnings (still
quite incomplete) grrew to a point where nearly every idea was surrounded with contradictions and questions.
It was determined at that point to take Jesus direct revelations regarding this from the Olivet discourse and the book of R
evelation in relation to each other, and to study into the OT prophets regarding the well over 300 references to end time
events from Jesus Revelation to John.
Honestly, hostoric personal reseach went back only to how this concept was repopularised (repopularization now known
through what you have written). Ephrem though name known of in studying church apostacy, has been ignored regardin
g this, considering church apostacy's advent beginning in 315 A.D. through Constantine, the true primitive first church be
ing eventually driven underground, not taking psrt in Romanism. (Personal concern was with how this concept grew into
popularity currently, the initiators propogating it at root level of this recent turn in ideology, and the theology that made it
popular.)
Apparently, my information is both incomplete and innacurate.
The only thing that can be stated with surety is how it was popularized and that it is extra-biblical (if not false).
The best indication SEEMS, through intense Bible study (ignoring extra-biblical resources) that the resurrection will occu
r sometime during tribulation between mid-point and end.
There is this and that Jesus said not to concern yourself about matters of times and seasons. Rather, "watch and pray."
Today that is what is being done here.
Though the former post has historic innacuracies, (thanks for clarification Chris,) nobodyobody should ignore Jesus decl
arations regarding these matters. When we do, we are operating independently from Him and trusting our own understa
nding.
The way these things are seen now is that anybody who is not in the business of drawing into closer relationship with G
od in Jesus Christ is off-base. As Jesus Christ is the spirit of prophecy, the clearest picture any can have about it is to dr
aw nearer to Him, and in this relationship, He will tell us what need be known when neccessary:
Looking to Jesus the author and finisher of our faith and praying towards OUR redemption.
Thank you for clarification.
Seriously think and function in terms of this rebuke and admonishment. You can ignore what i wrote, but to your own hur
t, please do not ignore what Jesus says.

Love, Hope, and Faith,
gregg
...I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word o
f his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.
Acts 20:31-32
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Re: ccchhhrrriiisss - posted by Lysa (), on: 2010/8/16 10:37
Ccchhhrrriiisss wrote
------------------------------This is inaccurate...
When we enter a forum and announce something as a fact that is certainly open for discussion and further study, it can
unwittingly cause all kinds of conflict.
-----------------------------I must ask where you said this to snufalapagus who announced the preterist view as a fact in his FIRST SENTENCE: Â
“The Rapture will not occur at all in our lifetime or any time in the future for it is a past event.Â” (sorry snuffies!!)
If youÂ’re going to say something to one, you might as well jump on the bandwagon and say something to them all for e
spousing their view as fact. Just sayin...
But I am up for a discussion for another rapture debate because the pre-trib view of the rapture of the church (to me) sm
acks of an anti-Semitism view as well as I donÂ’t understand how pre-trib people keep all the comings of Jesus straight
but thatÂ’s just me. (huge grin) I've got some others too!

God bless you, Chris
Lisa

Re: , on: 2010/8/16 13:08
Rapture or no rapture... there is no doubt that end time prophecies are being fulfilled at an escalating pace.
Perhaps in our lifetime, unless you die this afternoon.
Krispy
Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2010/8/16 13:50
Hi Lysa...
---> You wrote: "I must ask where you said this to snufalapagus who announced the preterist view as a fact in his FIRST
SENTENCE: Â“The Rapture will not occur at all in our lifetime or any time in the future for it is a past event.Â” (sorry snuf
fies!!)
If youÂ’re going to say something to one, you might as well jump on the bandwagon and say something to them all for e
spousing their view as fact. Just sayin..." "But I am up for a discussion for another rapture debate because the pre-trib vi
ew of the rapture of the church (to me) smacks of an anti-Semitism view as well as I donÂ’t understand how pre-trib peo
ple keep all the comings of Jesus straight but thatÂ’s just me. (huge grin) I've got some others too!"
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/16 14:04
Charles Ryrie, the leading voice of dispensational theology today, from Dallas Theological Seminary teaches that there i
s no explicit reference to the idea of a pre-tribulational rapture taught anywhere in Scripture. A lot of the commonly used
proof-texts, he teaches, cannot be exegeted to reveal the idea of a pre-tribulation rapture. Yet in spite of this, Ryrie teac
hes that the pre-tribulational rapture is true. Why? Because he believes in the idea that there are two peoples of God th
at the Lord is dealing with in redemptive history. One being Israel, the other being the Church. Because of this, the disp
ensational theology absolutely demands a pre-tribulational rapture. With the result that texts that actually just teach the
second coming of Christ are used to teach a pre-tribulational rapture. Apart from this two people of God theory, Ryrie co
nceedes that there is no explicit passage in the Bible that teaches a pre-tribulational rapture. Rather, it's simply "infered"
because of the two people of God theory that dispensationalism teaches.
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So for those of you who believe in a pre-tribulational rapture, the crux of the matter is: Do you believe in two peoples of
God? Or do you believe in one?
If you believe in two, then you will agree with Ryrie. But if you only believe there are one people of God, then there is si
mply no theological reason or Scriptural reason as to why you should believe in a pre-tribulational rapture. It's simply no
t there.
I for one, believe in only one people of God.
Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2010/8/16 14:16
Hi KingJimmy...
I suppose that I was "blessed" enough to have come to Christ without any sort of opinion on the matter and with various
teachers who taught various different positions on the matter. As a result, I never placed much final authority in the wor
ds of most Bible teachers regarding such matters as being anything other than men with opinions.
I disagree with Ryrie's "either/or" argument here as you presented. It is possible to lean toward a gathering of the Bride
of Christ before the period of God's wrath based upon things other than what Ryrie has discussed (like his discussion ab
out whether there is one or two "peoples" of God). I lean toward such a gathering simply because I "see" it in Scripture..
.and not by dissecting or deliberating upon any further sort of doctrinal positions.
I think that I have known people on each side of the dichotomy that you mentioned whose views did not necessarily line
up accordingly.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/16 15:12
No doubt, his dichotomy can be a false one. But, I think as a general rule of thumb he is right in his assessment. From a
historical look at theology, he is definitely correct. Historically, pre-tribulational theology traces its origins to the two peopl
e of God theory in the dispensational framework. Of course, people are often theological hybrids, and can have a mishmash of theologies.
I like to personally refer to the pre-tribulational rapture idea as theological leftovers. Many people today believe it apart fr
om the dispensational system. But they do so without any definite theological reason as to why and understanding it in
God's overall purposes and plans. It's usually trumped as an avoidance of future suffering card at best.
Re: Rapture - posted by narrowpath, on: 2010/8/16 17:17
May be we should ask ourselves how we can win souls to join us in our pre or post trib rapture - hastening His return.
Re: ccchhhrrriiisss - posted by Lysa (), on: 2010/8/16 17:59

You must have the threads as Â“threaded,Â” I keep mine "flat" or I don't know who posted what when! And snuffie, I wa
s not picking on you but trying to make a point with chris.
Ccchhhrrriiisss wrote:
-------------------------This is the point behind what I am saying. Should we really debate (again and again and...)
-------------------------I really didnÂ’t want to debate with you so let me give you some food for thought.
Phanetheus was not being argumentative.
Phanetheus had some very good points that no one has attempted to discuss.
ccchhhrrriiisss, I respect you as a brother in Christ even though you lean heavily towards the pretribulational rapture of t
he church theory; but none of us are Â“THEÂ” guardians for the end-time theory that we espouse to.
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I feel that we who disagree with the pre-tribulational rapture theory are.... (I think borderline harassed would be a good w
ord), because we are not allowed to voice our opinion on sermonindex freely without someone telling us we are inaccura
te.
Cccchhhrrriiisss wrote:
----------------------------It is not for us to know the times and the seasons.
Why can't people just accept this?
----------------------------Why canÂ’t people who believe the pre-trib theory accept this as well....AS THOROUGHLY as you want us to accept thi
s?
IÂ’ve said my piece; I didnÂ’t want to offend you and am sorry if I stepped beyond my boundaries.
God bless you,
Lisa

Re: , on: 2010/8/16 18:15
Cccchhhrrriiisss wrote:
----------------------------It is not for us to know the times and the seasons.
Why can't people just accept this?
----------------------------Why canÂ’t people who believe the pre-trib theory accept this as well....AS THOROUGHLY as you want us to accept thi
s?
IÂ’ve said my piece; I didnÂ’t want to offend you and am sorry if I stepped beyond my boundaries.
God bless you,
Lisa

Ahhh, Lysa???
that was this sheeple, me, that wrote that, though the point you made is well taken... even here.

Shalom,
g
Re: , on: 2010/8/16 18:22
Regarding end-time events,
I'VE GOT IT ALL FIGURED OUT.
i've figured out that whatever anybody says, myself included, is speculation.
The first post from me was towards the purpose of showing that all things are not as we think if we are to look at all the r
elative scriptures within context of one another...
even though the complete history wasn't studied and so i made a few wrong statements about that issue.
God Bless,
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g
edited: incomplete sentence.
Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2010/8/16 19:21
Hi Lysa...
You wrote: ---> "You must have the threads as Â“threaded,Â” I keep mine "flat" or I don't know who posted what when! A
nd snuffie, I was not picking on you but trying to make a point with chris."
Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2010/8/16 20:02
Hi KingJimmy...
While I wouldn't consider the notion of a pre-wrath gathering of the Bride of Christ as "theological leftovers," I do agree t
hat there are many people -- on every side of doctrinal disagreements -- who often just don't know WHY they believe wh
at they believe.
During college, I was involved with several different campus ministries. I was sometimes asked to speak at the meeting
s, and I always tried to make the most of such opportunities. During one such meeting, I handed out some worksheets
with some topics listed. Some of these topics included abortion, homosexuality, the coming of the Lord, salvation, water
baptism, the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and many other such matters -- including some that are somewhat "controversial
."
Following these topics, there were two boxes. I asked the students to write down as much as they could regarding WH
AT they believed about those issues (like whether speaking in tongues the initial evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spi
rit, can people lose their salvation, etc...). The second box was to include all of the Scriptures that they could about thos
e issues. I even let the students interact, search their Bibles and discuss as they worked. Ultimately, we learned that m
ost of the students could write down what they believed, but few of them could list any Scriptures to substantiate those b
eliefs.
My point was not to be controversial. Nor did I want to discuss and debate the issues themselves. Rather, I hoped to pr
ovoke a pause within the students. I explained that we often know WHAT we believe, but too often (I think), we base the
se beliefs on what we are taught by others and what we read from books RATHER THAN on what we know the Scriptur
es say about such things. Now, this lack of knowledge regarding Scriptures on such topics was true of new believers A
ND of longtime believers who had been raised in Christian homes.
I explained that it is helpful to not only know WHAT we believe on such issues...but WHY. Of course, the WHY needs to
be substantiated by Scriptural "witnesses." I tell individuals that we need to test our views by what the Scriptures tell us..
.and not the other way around. I also mentioned that it is helpful to use more than a single passage to substantiate such
beliefs, because cults are often formed by one passage of Scripture taken to establish an entire doctrine (such as "bapti
sm of the dead" from a single Corinthian passage).
When it comes to issues that are oft debated, I hope that believers will KNOW what they believe and why they believe it.
I don't think that it is enough to read various books on the issues (or visit websites). We should base what we believe o
n Scripture. If we are going to use extra-Scriptural anecdotes (such as "the idea of a 'rapture' was created in the 1800s")
, we need to only make such declarations AFTER we have sought out the truth of such claims.
Of course, I am more than confident that you already know this, brother Jimmy. Most of us take the "study to show thys
elf approved" to heart. Unfortunately, there are many who limit their "study" to what pastors and books (second and thir
d hand witnesses) convey that the Scripture means on certain subjects. By the little lesson that I taught to my Christian
student fellowship, I hoped that those believers would reconsider surface level "research" and be more contemplative be
fore proclaiming as facts what it is that they believe.
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Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/16 23:02
Quote:
------------------------I do agree that there are many people -- on every side of doctrinal disagreements -- who often just don't know WHY they believe what they believe.
-------------------------

Agreed.

Quote:
------------------------During one such meeting, I handed out some worksheets with some topics listed
-------------------------

Very interesting idea. I love it. I'll have to borrow that one day :-)

Quote:
------------------------If we are going to use extra-Scriptural anecdotes (such as "the idea of a 'rapture' was created in the 1800s"), we need to only make such declarations
AFTER we have sought out the truth of such claims.
-------------------------

I agree. I think the use of Church history ought to only be used as a sort of "check and balance" in which to consider on
e's careful exegesis of the Scriptures. It is possible that the Church could have been almost completely in the dark conc
erning a teaching of Scripture. But when we study Church history, and compare our study notes of the Scriptures with w
hat we find in it, should our doctrine be without witness, I think it should at least raise a yellow flag that tells us to procee
d with caution, and to check ourselves again.
And with that said, I think we should also be sensitive to the history of how doctrine has developed to the extent that we
can. Theology is never born in a vacuum. That is why I somewhat insist that the idea of a pre-tribulation rapture has sor
ta become "theological leftovers," because while many people believe it and teach it, it's often become disconnected fro
m it's historical origin: dispensationalism.
While people are capable of making the same conclusions without having the same foundations, I think whenever one is
aware of such findings and known influences, one should at least try to be aware of these things, so when studying the
Scriptures, they take extra care to not import that view and impose it on what they read. The same goes for any doctrine
, not just the pre-tribulation rapture. No doubt, when one starts using formal theological terminology to describe what the
y are reading in Scripture, (i.e. rapture, trinity, original sin, free will, etc.) such a person should be extra careful, and reali
ze they are standing in some sort of tradition that is ultimately extra-Biblical.
Though those words may accurately reflection the teaching of Scripture, one clearly has engaged the Scripture apart fro
m "just reading the Bible." Clearly, anybody who has ever used the word "rapture" in their teaching has had some sort o
f outside influence. They might be right in their theory, but clearly, have borrowed from some sort of theological system..
. even if just in part.
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Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/17 0:01
snufalapagus, are you a full or partial preterist? From what I understand, full preterists do not believe Christ is going to p
hysically return at the end of this age, while partial preterists do. And from what I've heard, full preterism is heresy becau
se it rejects the physical second coming of Christ.
So so far I've seen Preterism and Premillenialism brought up on this thread if I'm not mistaken. Has anyone considered
Amillenialism or Postmillenialism? After doing some biblical research on the various views, I've come to be Amillenial as
it seems to line up best with the Scriptures to me. Basically this view says that there is no literal thousand year reign of C
hrist on this earth since Rev.20 is to be understood symbolically as most of the whole book. It says that we have been in
the millenium since the church age began, and that when Christ comes back He will raise the dead, seperate the sheep
from the goats, judge the nations and bring in the eternal state. On a side note, from what I understand this has been the
most prevalent view throughout church history.
If anyone is interested in studying this view in depth, here is a link to some thourough teaching on it:
http://www.monergism.com/directory/link_category/MP3-Audio--Multimedia/Doctrine-and-Theology/Eschatology/Riddleb
arger-on-Amillennialism-101/
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 7:16
While I understand the appeal of the amill. position, having been a fan of the view myself once upon a time, I believe it ul
timately glosses over the details of Revelation 20. It simply cannot explain how is Satan is bound presently, and being k
ept from deceiving the nations, when in fact he is still actively deceiving the nations and blinding the eyes of many. Far f
rom being bound, we are told in Scripture he roams about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. The princip
alities and powers of this world are still active as well. Far from being bound in this world, Satan is considered "the god"
of this world. Additionally, Such an interpretation also doesn't explain the rise of the Antichrist as yet future when the tex
t regards it as a past event by the time Satan is bound.
Also, the amill. and post-mill. points of view ultimately create the same problem dispensationalism does: two peoples of
God. They key difference being the new people of God have replaced the old. But such creates two peoples just the sa
me, in the form of replacement theology. And I personally can't accept any doctrine that creates two peoples of God. Th
ere always has and always will be one people of God.
Re: - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2010/8/17 8:26
Wasn't Augustine the progenitor of the "amillenial" eschatology?
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 9:00
Yes, Augustine was ultimately the one who propigated the doctrine, which is why so many in the Reformed circles hold t
his position, because of their reliance of Augustine for many things. Though, if memory serves correct, many of the "lati
n fathers" were already starting to hold to such a view themselves. If I'm not mistaken, Augustine viewed Christianity's tr
iumph over Rome as the essential proof of his argument. His argument though, was mostly reactionary towards "the chil
asts" (pre-millenial) theologians of the day, whom he believed created a faith that made Christians live around constantly
awaiting the end of the world, and contributing no practical good towards society. Indeed, some sects seemed to only ru
in the lives of devoted Christians he said. Of course, Augustine wasn't always fair in his charicatures.
Re: - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2010/8/17 9:13
I have read in places that prior to Augustine the pre-dominant eschatology was pre-millenial. Is this true and if so where
can I find a concise document about it?
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Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 9:40
Yes, it is my understanding a pre-millenial view was the dominate view of Christians for the first couple centuries until ab
out the time of Augustine. You can read it in the works of the church fathers themselves, or even a standard survey of e
arly church history will reveal such. Justo Gonzalez has an excellent survey on the topic in his books on church history.
I'm sure a simple Google search will reveal as much.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 10:33
Pre-millenial theology started to become unattractive with the Montanist movement, who made great use of apocalyptic f
ever and charismatic gifts. With the abuse of the Montanist in their theology and practice, the church became increasingl
y cessationist and more amillennialist, in order to combat the extremes demonstrated in the movement. Thus, Augustine
s doctrine was much welcomed as a way of combatting the errors of that group, and filling a much needed void.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 10:47
It should also be noted that from a historical perspective, the exercise of charismatic gifts and the doctrine of pre-millenia
l theology go hand in hand. Where other eschatologies prevail, there are strong cessationist winds. We should not be su
rprised that the rise of pre-millenialism also accompanied the birth of the Pentecostal and Charismatic movements.
Re: - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2010/8/17 10:49
Erego the true and real danger of heresy and rampant false doctrine...
It is not the heresy itself we should fear, it is our reaction to it. If studying church history has taught me anything, it is al
most precisely this one principle.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 11:23
Indeed. The same can be seen chiefly with the rise of the monarchical bishops and apostolic succession as a way of co
mbatting heresy. As heretics began to increase, the church became increasingly hierarchical and centralized. The argu
ment became: our bishops, who have served in unbroken continuation from the apostles, have believed these truths, the
refore, since you cannot show a list of unbroken bishops linking back to the apostles, your doctrine must be false. And
where there is such a line that supports a heretical view, if it cannot be demonstrated that Peter's chair has believed suc
h, then it is contrary to apostolic teaching.
Re: , on: 2010/8/17 11:25
by Areadymind on 2010/8/17 4:26:30
Wasn't Augustine the progenitor of the "amillenial" eschatology?
--------------------------------------------------------That and unconditional (not completely) eternal security, yet his theology regarding these two things breaks with God's p
urpose in putting man on earth.
_________________________________________________________
Oracio,
When Jesus prayed in example to those hearing him, "Thy kingdom come... on earth..." was that an error?
satan had first been given dominion over the earth.
In recreating what had become chaos through the devils reign and being cast down, God made it clear that He would ulti
mately rule the earth.
God creating man, who is a little lower than the angels, then giving him dominion over all the earth was a slap in the face
to the devil.
Jesus incarnation set the stage so that the new covenant could go into effect (Luke 22.16) when he returns so that God
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will rule the earth, with satan and those who walk in his ways out of the picture, ultimately the former things completely n
on-existent, as the scripture states, "the former things will be remembered no more" after the re-renovation of both the h
eavens and the earth.
Both (false) doctrines ignore alot of prophecy.
...and as brother Jimmy says,"there is only one people of God (see Eph.2). It is we who adhere in the faithfulness of Jes
us Christ, remaining in Him that are His children, and are a kingdom of kings and priests of God, to rule and reign with Hi
m.
God's kingdom on earth is a matter of His way or the highway (to hell).
One decision, out of over 5000+ made daily (by every human on earth) is no indicator of salvation. Remaining in Jesus i
s:
I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and eve
ry branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I h
ave spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no
more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same b
ringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.
Jn. 15.1-6

Shalom,
g
edited: clarity
Re: - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2010/8/17 11:42
If you want to read a rather shocking, and probably somewhat biased understanding of the fruit of Amillenial eschatology
read the book, "The Forge of Christendom" by Tom Holland. It is a secular view of the history of these things, but in all h
onesty I think it has value because it is a gauntlet a non-believer has thrown down, and it is of value to agree with our ad
versary and take our gift to the altar. While Tom Holland will be probably biased in what he may or may not want you to
conclude from his book...you will see what the fruit of this eschatology was.
We shall know them by their fruits...
However, I want to apologize to the original poster if I have yet again created a rabbit trail to the original intent of this thr
ead.
We must face it...there are just some words in the Christians thesaurus that cause all sorts of synonimymic responses...
:)

Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 12:30
No doubt, amillenialism naturally leads to a dominion theology that creates a theocractic state prior to the return of Christ
. Thus, Christianity can become the official state religion, as it did in Rome, Great Britain, Spain, Germany, etc., and rul
es everything in the absence of Christ via popes, cardnials, and archbishops. Thus, you had the crusades, and when th
e reformation took place, land grabs and power struggles. All happened under an amillenial theology, a theology which
by the way, pretty much declared the Great Commission over. Thus, even in light of the reformation, Luther and Calvin
had no missionary desires, and that is why they used brute force to help spread their ideas.
Instead of sending out missionaries and evangelists out, all the state had to do was baptize other nations at sword point.
Amillenial theology made it possible for the Church and State to become one, and sees the return of Christ as nothing
much more than a return to rule the nations that the theocractic state had subdued.
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This is in stark contrast to pre-millenial theology, which believes that instead of the Church taking over the nations and m
aking the world friendly enough for Jesus to come back and rule over, that great hostility will continue to mount against t
he gospel and against the church as it makes it's way into the uttermost parts of the earth. Instead of Christ coming bac
k to rule a subdued world, pre-millenial theology says Christ is coming back full of anger and wrath, to overthrow the kin
gdoms of this world which has mounted a universal rebellion over His rule and reign, as they take a stand against the Lo
rd and His annointed.
Anyway... just some observations :-)
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 12:55
Now, to get back on topic a bit, though now I only have time to comment in brief: Part of the reason that I have a proble
m with pre-tribulational pre-millenialism, is that the fruit of this doctrine, when logically followed, ultimately strangles the c
hurch in understanding its purposes, and in doing that, keeps it from functioning as it should.
For while this system does well in usually realizing that the entire world must hear the gospel before Christ can return, th
ose who adhere to it fail to realize that not only must the gospel be fully preached, but according to Ephesians 4:11ff, the
Church must come to full blown corporate maturity. Instead of preaching the Church must come to full blown maturity, it
is taught that the Church will do just the opposite: become lukewarm, stagnant, and largely apostate. Thus, pre-tribulati
onal pre-millenailism, especially of the dispensationalist school, can often lead to anything but strong and vibrant church
es. And why should it create such? The Church is pretty much going the way of the world until Jesus raptures us out of
here before the great tribulation. So, lacking any impetus to press onto corporate maturity, a self-fulfilling prophecy often
happens: spiritual immaturity rules the day.
And this is where I believe things get interesting. Why must the Church press onto spiritual maturity? Because it is only
a spiritually mature Church that will displace the principalities and powers during the tribulation period (See Revelation 1
2), and only such a Church can provoke unbelieving Israel unto jealousy at the end of the age (See Romans 11). And w
hy must these things happen? Because without these things happening, there will be no return of Christ, and likewise, n
o resurrection from the dead. For as the Lord said to the Jews, "You shall not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is H
e who comes in the name of the Lord.'" All of history, creation, and our Lord ultimately wait to hear that cry, and the Lor
d shall not return until such a cry is made.

Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 14:09
p.s. For those of you who might be interested, I am in the progress of putting together a long over-due essay on the topi
c of the second coming of Christ and the last days. I hope to publish it this weekend on my website. It will probably be t
oo long to post here on SI, unless I break it up into multiple posts.
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/17 15:02
KingJimmy wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------No doubt, amillenialism naturally leads to a dominion theology that creates a theocractic state prior to the return of Christ. Thus, Chr
istianity can become the official state religion, as it did in Rome, Great Britain, Spain, Germany, etc., and rules everything in the absence of Christ via
popes, cardnials, and archbishops. Thus, you had the crusades, and when the reformation took place, land grabs and power struggles. All happened u
nder an amillenial theology, a theology which by the way, pretty much declared the Great Commission over. Thus, even in light of the reformation, Luth
er and Calvin had no missionary desires, and that is why they used brute force to help spread their ideas.
-------------------------

Jimmy, it appears you have confused Postmillenialism with Amillenialism. Postmillenialism teaches that there has to be
a world wide revival and Christianization before Christ comes back. Amillenialism says there is no such guarantee from
Scripture, and it is unlikely. The Church is the suffering church militant, and yet triumphant through the word of their testi
mony and the blood of the Lamb.
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As to the issue of the binding of Satan in Rev.20, Amillenialism points out the words of Jesus in Matt.12:29 where He sp
eaks of the strong man(satan) being bound through His first coming and setting up the present spiritual kingdom of God(
the church age)(see also Luke 10:18-19; Matt.18:18; Rev.12:7-12). Satan is bound in the sense that he can no longer de
ceive all the nations as he did before Christ's first coming. In the old covenant salvation was restricted to the Jewish nati
on. Now salvation has gone out to the ends of the earth. Everytime the gospel is proclaimed and sinner's are snatched fr
om the kingdom of darkness and brought into the kingdom of God, satan is bound.
As to the issue of two peoples of God, reformed amillenialism does not teach that at all. It teaches what it calls "Expansi
on Theology", meaning that salvation was expanded to include the Gentiles after Christ death and resurection. The Chur
ch was grafted into Christ and became part of the true Israel of God(this is clear throughout Scripture). God has always
had only one people of God, those who are of faith, the spiritual seed of Abraham.

Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2010/8/17 15:17
hi,after years of study i have come up with the most wierd escatology...what you would call heresy.i dont tell many what i
believe and will not here but the Lord spoke to me one day and told me to take no thought of tomorrow and just live for H
im today...wise virgin.jimp
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/17 16:14
jimp, it looks like you believe in panillennialism: it will all pan out in the end :)
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 18:38
Quote:
------------------------Jimmy, it appears you have confused Postmillenialism with Amillenialism.
-------------------------

Thank you for pointing out the things you did. I admit, I'm a little bit rusty on my post/amill theology, and sometimes blur
them together a little bit. I just ordered a book on the topic, so I hope to refresh my mind about them soon. As it stands,
I don't see them being that far apart theologically speaking. There is a bit of an overlap in my opinion.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 19:32
An interesting resource comparing/contrasting the 4 major eschatological views:
http://www.fivesolas.com/esc_chrt.htm
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/17 19:52
Quote:
------------------------As it stands, I don't see them being that far apart theologically speaking. There is a bit of an overlap in my opinion.
-------------------------

Yes, they are similar, especially regarding Israel. The key difference is in the events right before Christ's second coming.
Postmills believe in something very close to dominion kingdom theology in my opinion, which to me is very unscriptural.
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Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 19:57
Historically speaking though, amill's have been very "dominion" minded in their conquests. Rome, Luther, and Calvin all
have had no problem with raising the sword to spread the faith.
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/17 21:05
Quote:
------------------------Historically speaking though, amill's have been very "dominion" minded in their conquests. Rome, Luther, and Calvin all have had no problem with raisi
ng the sword to spread the faith.
-------------------------

I don't believe their beliefs on a theocracy had much to do with their amil eschatology. I believe it had more to do with th
eir mixing of old and new covenants, similar to Roman Catholocism. We have to keep in mind that the reformers brought
much baggage from catholicism into the reformation. That's where they got the idea of hierarchical church government, t
he focus on "sacred" buildings, etc. Btw John Calvin was postmil.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 21:14
A theocratic state seems to be the logical outworking of amillennial theology if we are already living in the millennium. C
hurch and state will naturally blend together. The same can be said of post-millennial theology. Indeed, even in pre-mill
ennial theology, church and state blend together as the world becomes a theocracy.
I don't think one can seperate any millenial theology from the idea of a theocractic state.
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/17 21:33
Jimmy, I think there is a misunderstanding of amillenial theology here. Amillennialism at its core stresses the spiritual kin
gdom of God between Christ's first and second coming, which has nothing to do with a mixture of church and state or an
endorsement of that at all. Jesus clearly said His kingdom is not of this world. We are in the spiritual millenium, Christ is
ruling and reigning in the hearts of His people, and we have victory over the power and dominion of satan through the go
spel, not in a physical but spiritual sense. Postmillenialism teaches a sort of theocratic kingdom at the end of this age, no
t amil.
Re: Rapture - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/17 22:35
Quote:
------------------------Will the rapture occur in our live time ?
-------------------------

I believe the physical rapture/resurrection of Christians will occur at the end of this present evil age, when Christ returns
to judge the nations and usher in the eternal, literal kingdom of heaven. During this end of time there will be a resurrectio
n of both the righteous and the unrighteous, with the righteous being first raised/raptured. I believe this can take place in
our life time or much later. No one knows the day or hour except God Himself. We must be prepared at all times.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/17 22:42
I'll have to study these things in greater detail.
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Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2010/8/17 23:24
hi,make sure you place dan:2 44&45 in your study...just be a wise virgin...be ready now.jimp
Re: - posted by mguldner (), on: 2010/8/18 8:20
I don't intend on taking away from the topic of this thread but I have often heard many pretrib individuals use the phrase
"I have read the in of the book I know who wins" but it seems as if they don't focus on the extreme presecution the churc
h will undertake even if it is raptured out before the great tribulation. This leaves many unprepared and comfortable in th
eir little cacoons of safety but when the Lord shakes what can be shaken they will be included in this and will be more ep
t to forsake the truth because they will accuse God of forsaking them.
Post trib has its points and disadvantages as well, the disadvantage is that people that think certian events must happen
spend a life of comfort because certain events haven't happened yet so tribulation is nothing to worry about leaving them
unprepared.
I have a tendency to lean more towards the post trib of things because I am preparing for what could possibly happen as
oppose to banking on being taken up in the rapture and avoiding all discomfort. I expect discomfort in my walk because
I desire to walk against the grain of this world.
But EITHER way the real danger isn't in which trib you believe but in being unprepared for the Lord's return whether we
go through the great tribulation or not. Laziness and comfort are enemies of the children of God.
Reasons for the Rapture, on: 2010/8/18 8:54
The rapture is a very important promise in the chronology of end-time events. It must be properly understood if we wish
to be ready and worthy to escape the coming tribulation period.
During the rapture, true Christians will disappear from the earth in the twinkling of an eye:
Â“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these
wordsÂ” (1 Thes. 4:16-18).
By way of the rapture the Lord will snatch away His disciples for whom He has gone to prepare a place in heaven. The
harvest of souls for the kingdom of God will then gathered in heaven. There are various biblical reasons why there must
be, and consequently will be, a rapture of believers at the end of the church dispensation:
1. It marks the end of the church age
The rapture formally ends the dispensation of the church on earth as the members of the true church will then be
removed from earth and taken to heaven. Only the backsliders, the nominal believers, the members of deluded and
dead Â‘ChristianÂ’ churches, as well as all the followers of false religions will remain behind on earth. The people who d
o not turn to Christ then to be saved, will join the deceived masses who will enter into a covenant with the false messiah
to worship and follow him. The signs of the times indicate that we are at present very close to the end of the church disp
ensation. The Bible describes this time as a period of great falling away from the truth, and also of intensified demonic a
ctivities. Satan is lulling certain churches into a deep spiritual sleep, while occupying the attention of others with deceptiv
e signs and wonders performed by false prophets.
At the same time, the coming antichristian dispensationÂ’s all-inclusive ideology of universal or cosmic unity (holism or
monism) is actively propagated. Structures are also created for the world government, world religion, and world econom
y of the Antichrist. It is not without reason that the Lord Jesus urges us to stand firm against the deception of the last day
s, and to watch and pray always that we may be found worthy to escape the coming tribulation period (Lk. 21:36).
It is important to consider the rapture in its dispensational context Â– i.e. at the end of the church age and just before the
beginning of the tribulation period. Within this perspective we should resist the moral collapse and spiritual falling away t
hat are typical of the last days of the church dispensation, while also opposing the reforms aimed at promoting the global
governance and ecumenical alliance of world religions that will allow the Antichrist and false prophet the opportunity to g
ain control over the world and to institute the new world order. We are dispensationally in a terminal situation in which m
ost people sadly grow cold in their love towards Christ while the unrighteousness is increasing due to an emerging intern
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ational culture of sin. We should actively denounce this trend, as well as the globalising reforms aimed at instituting the n
ext dispensation.
In times like these, preaching about the expected rapture is critically important. We are like long distance runners who h
ear the bell ringing to announce the last round of the race. This message motivates us not to relax but to persevere to th
e end. Peter says: Â“Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God?Â” (2 Pet. 3:11-12). We should not lose
perspective and start compromising under the pressure of a rapidly changing world, but keep on fighting the good fight o
f faith while resisting all forms of evil.
2. It affords the Antichrist the opportunity to be revealed
The rapture is directly related to the revelation of the Antichrist:
Â“And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. For the mystery of lawlessness is alre
ady at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be reveal
ed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. The coming
of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteou
s deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be savedÂ” (2 T
hess. 2:6-10).
The true church of Christ, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, is withholding the Antichrist, who can clearly only be revealed after t
he church has been taken out of the way. The Holy Spirit in the church is stronger than the spirit of error that is operating
in the evil world to deceive people. When the true church is suddenly taken away the light of the world will vanish and th
e hour of complete spiritual darkness will take effect. Under these circumstances, the man of sin will be able to reveal hi
mself without any opposition. The rapture has to occur before he can be revealed!
To prepare people to be ready for the rapture calls for a spiritual disposition of absolute loyalty to the true Christ and als
o the unqualified rejection of the false cosmic Christ of all faiths.
3. It is a strong motivation for steadfastness in a time of backsliding
The coming of the heavenly Bridegroom will occur during a time of religious compromise and worldliness. There will be a
great falling away from the truth of GodÂ’s Word. A relatively small group of evangelical Christians will shine like lights in
the midst of a crooked and perverse generation (Phil. 2:15). As in the times of Noah and Lot, the earth will be filled with
violence, materialism and sexual perversion. Unfortunately, the spirit of unrighteousness and immorality will also take its
toll among Christians. They will relax their vigilance and make downward adjustments in their spiritual standards: Â“And
because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow coldÂ” (Mt. 24:12). Many Christians will keep such a low pr
ofile that they ultimately lapse into complete passivity (spiritual sleep). Jesus warned His followers against this phenome
non and emphasised the expectation of His sudden coming as a strong motivation for steadfastness:
Â“Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming Â– in the evening, at midnight, at the cr
owing of the rooster, or in the morning Â– lest coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to all:
Watch!Â” (Mk. 13:35-37).
Inactive Christians are obviously not strongly dedicated to the Lord and they have a tendency to grow cold in their love t
owards Him. The process of growing cold manifests in two ways: firstly, they develop a love for the world and worldly par
ties where they eat and drink to excess; secondly, anxiety and depression take root in their minds and also pull them do
wn spiritually. Against this kind of waywardness the Lord Jesus warned His disciples and again offered the rapture as a
positive motivating force to remain steadfast to the end:
Â“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, an
d that Day come upon you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole eart
h. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, a
nd to stand before the Son of ManÂ” (Lk. 21:34-36).
4. It is an escape from the disaster area of divine judgements
The rapture also constitutes a dramatic rescue operation in which the true believers are removed from the scene of divin
e judgements. Although the rapture is a unique occurrence, there are examples in the Bible of times when God poured o
ut His wrath but provided an escape route to the true believers as they were not the objects of His wrath. In the time of N
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oah, God announced His judgements upon a wicked and perverted generation: "And God said to Noah, The end of all fl
esh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
Make yourself an ark..." (Gen. 6:13-14). Shortly before the commencement of the judgements the eight believers escape
d the disaster area by entering the ark. God Himself closed the door behind them before He judged the sinners (Gen. 6:
16-23).
In the time of Lot the believers were also rescued. The night before the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah they were o
rdered to evacuate the city and flee to the mountains. The angels emphasised the fact that they could do nothing as long
as Lot and his family were still among the wicked. Fire and brimstone rained down from the heavens shortly after their d
eparture. The cities with all their inhabitants were destroyed (Gen. 19:13-25). The Bible says that there is a clear correlat
ion between these historic events and God's end-time dealing with believers and unbelievers (Lk. 17:26-30; also read G
en. 6 and 19).
People who are cynical about the promise of the rapture and do not heed the admonition to be prepared to escape the c
oming tribulation period reveal a very reckless attitude. What do you think would have happened to the believers (and th
e entire human race) if Noah argued as follows: Â“God is a God of love and I donÂ’t really believe that He will send a flo
od to judge all people; therefore, I am not going to build an ark to escape this so-called judgement.Â” Or what would hav
e happened to Lot and his family if he took the following stand: Â“I think the prophesied judgement over Sodom and Go
morrah should be interpreted symbolically. I donÂ’t have to escape for my life. Even if the disaster does occur I believe t
hat God will protect us from His wrath here in this place.Â”
The coming judgements during the tribulation period are irrefutable biblical facts. Jesus said there will be great tribulatio
n such as has not been since the beginning of the world (Mt. 24:21), and that we should be ready to escape it (Lk. 21:36
).
5. It is a direct intervention by God
The supernatural nature of the rapture, in which millions of Christians will be caught up in the air, will be so clearly an int
ervention by God that no scientific explanation can ever account for this astounding phenomenon. There might be a few
absurd explanations which, as in the case of the evolution theory, will only be accepted by those whose minds have bee
n blinded by the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:4). It is only an almighty God who can resurrect and change millions of Christ
ians in a single moment and catch them away from planet earth. He will take away His own while the others will be left b
ehind.
The hand of the Lord will also unmistakably be seen in the judgements that will be poured out over a degenerate humani
ty after the rapture. The dramatic effect of the rapture as well as the severity of the apocalyptic judgements that will follo
w in its wake will be a clear message to a multireligious and apostate humanity that their only hope is in returning to the
Triune God and His inerrant Word. The rapture will also utterly refute the spiritualisation theology in which many of the pl
ain biblical statements are spiritualised and thereby deprived of their literal meaning. In this way liberal theologians have
disposed of many of the precious promises and dire warnings in the Bible by alleging that they are merely to be regarde
d as symbolic or allegorical expressions.
After the rapture, millions of people will continue to harden their hearts. As a result of this attitude they will receive a spiri
t of delusion which will induce them to believe the lies of the Antichrist (2 Thess. 2:11-12). However, there will also be m
any people who will have a new appreciation for the Word of God. They will seek the Lord and call upon His Name, rega
rdless of the consequences of Christian worship in a Christ-rejecting new world order.
6. It is associated with the first resurrection
The rapture is directly related to the first resurrection when all the believers will get glorified resurrection bodies. Millions
of those who are going to be caught away are already dead; consequently they must first be raised from the dead in inco
rruptible, glorified bodies, like unto ChristÂ’s glorious body. At the same moment the mortal bodies of the living believers
will be miraculously changed into glorified bodies while they pass from mortality to immortality without dying. Paul explai
ns this promise to a Christian congregation as follows:
Â“Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed Â– in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. F
or this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortalityÂ” (1 Cor. 15:51-53).
To the Philippians he said:
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Â“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transf
orm our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious bodyÂ” (Phil. 3:20-21).
The first resurrection is also referred to as Â“the resurrection of the justÂ” (Lk. 14:14), as well as Â“the resurrection of life
Â” (Jn. 5:29). These people are indeed blessed to be partakers of the first resurrection:
Â“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand yearsÂ” (Rev. 20:6).
The godless will have no part in the first resurrection, the rapture, and the millennial reign of Christ. That is why John say
s: Â“But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finishedÂ” (Rev. 20:5). They will be raised d
uring the second resurrection which is also called Â“the resurrection of condemnationÂ” (Jn. 5:29).
7. It separates true and nominal Christians
Apart from the division that the rapture will effect between the saved and unsaved people in the world, it will also separat
e the true believers from the nominal Christians within the church. Those who only have a form of godliness will be left b
ehind. This fate will befall them despite the fact that they may have regarded themselves as members of the church of C
hrist, like the foolish virgins also did. Only after the rapture will many of them discover the absence of the regenerating p
ower of the Holy Spirit in their lives. Although they can still put matters straight then, the Bridegroom will not open the do
or to them by way of a second rapture, much as they may desire it and urgently knock on heavenÂ’s door. They will hav
e to remain outside in the cold, face the dark days of the tribulation, and be prepared to die as martyrs for their faith.
How many millions of Â“ChristiansÂ” indeed find themselves in this category of self-deceived and unsaved church mem
bers who trust in a dead form of godliness! They argue that since they are baptised and confirmed in the church, they ha
ve entered into an eternal and irrevocable covenant with God. In the light of this perception they feel quite comfortable e
ven though they donÂ’t have a clear testimony of being saved and born again through true repentance to the Lord Jesus
Christ. Jesus Himself said: Â“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God
Â” (Jn. 3:3). It is only the regenerating work of the Lord that can save your soul!
Be sure that you are not weighed in GodÂ’s balance at the time of the rapture and found wanting. Then you will be left b
ehind when the Lord Jesus takes away His bride (Mt. 25:10-13).
8. It is a meeting with Jesus Christ
When the Lord Jesus comes back to earth He will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, an
d with the trumpet of God. Those who died in Christ will be raised from the dead while the living saints will be changed in
the twinkling of an eye. Together they will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air.
The greatest expectation with regard to the rapture is not just to get away from earth, but to arrive in heaven with the Lor
d! The longing bride wishes to be united with her heavenly Bridegroom. People who donÂ’t believe in the rapture must a
sk themselves how else, other than by the rapture, can they be caught up from earth and divinely moved to the glorious
presence of the Lord Jesus in heaven. The Christians will be caught up ( 1 Thess. 4:17). After His earthly ministry, Jesus
was bodily caught up to heaven (Rev. 12:5). Paul was caught up to the third heaven (2 Cor. 12:2). In all these cases the
same verb, i.e. catch up (Gr. harpazo) is used, which means rapture. On this occasion the heavenly Bridegroom will not
appear in public as He will at His appearing at the end of the tribulation, when Â‘every eye shall see HimÂ’ (Rev. 1:7). H
e will come secretly, like a thief in the night, to snatch away his bride. From the viewpoint of the world she will suddenly
disappear without a trace! She will then be in heavenly places, in the divine presence of the King of kings!
9. It is a summons to appear before the judgement seat of Christ
To be well prepared for the rapture with a view to the destination of the bride at the end of the journey involves preparati
ons for certain commitments. One of them is to appear before the judgement seat of Christ. The prospect of the rapture
clearly confronts us with the responsibility to give account to Christ of our lives after conversion. Paul says:
Â“For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, ac
cording to what he has done, whether good or badÂ” (2 Cor. 5:10).
Â“So then each of us shall give account of himself to GodÂ” (Rom. 14:10).
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The Lord Jesus said: Â“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to hi
s workÂ” (Rev. 22:12).
We must never think about the rapture in isolation as only a journey to heaven. It is a means to a wonderful end. We kno
w why we will be removed from the impending disaster area of divine judgement on earth. But we also need to be thorou
ghly prepared for what is awaiting us at the end of the journey in heaven. The very first appointment that we have after
meeting the Lord Jesus in the air is to appear before His judgement seat.
Since only Christians will be caught away during the rapture, only Christians will appear before the judgement seat wher
e their works will be tested:
Â“For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this fou
ndation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each oneÂ’s work will become manifest; for the Day will decl
are it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each oneÂ’s work, of what sort it is. If anyoneÂ’s work whic
h he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyoneÂ’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will
be saved, yet so as through fireÂ” (1 Cor. 3:11-15).
We are not saved by works but by faith. However, faith without works is dead. In the lives of Christians, a true faith will p
roduce works that befit repentance. For these works of dedication which are done by the enabling power of the Holy Spir
it, rewards of grace will be given at the judgement seat of Christ. On that day it will be evident that some Christians were
much more productive in the work of the Lord, having used their talents to their full potential. Others will be found to hav
e been less productive, and yet others will stand there empty-handed Â– saved as through fire. The following five crown
s will be awarded to Christians in the service of the Lord:
Â·

The imperishable crown for a holy, dedicated life (1 Cor. 9:24-25).

Â·

The crown of rejoicing for people who lead others to Christ (1 Thess. 2:19).

Â·

The crown of glory for faithful pastors (1 Pet. 5:2-4).

Â·

The crown of life for Christian martyrs (Rev. 2:10).

Â·

The crown of righteousness for those who love His coming (2 Tim. 4:8).

10. It is a journey to the marriage of the Lamb
After her appearance before the judgement seat of Christ the bride will be united to her heavenly Bridegroom, never to b
e separated from Him again. The burning desire for the rapture is, therefore, also the expression of a desire to be at the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His ivory palace, and to be led to the King in a spotless garment woven with gold (Ps. 45),
Â‘prepared as a bride adorned for her husbandÂ’ (Rev. 21:2).
Â“Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by
the word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it sh
ould be holy and without blemishÂ” (Eph. 5:25-27).
11. It is a journey to our eternal home
The Lord Jesus promised that He would return to take His bride away to her heavenly abode. Before He ascended to he
aven He said:
Â“In My FatherÂ’s house are many mansionsÂ… I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be alsoÂ” (Jn. 14:2-3).
This mansion in heaven is so beautiful that it cannot even be imagined by mortal man. The Bible says: Â“Eye has not se
en, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love HimÂ” (
1 Cor. 2:9). John says that the mansions and streets of the new Jerusalem are built with pure gold, like transparent glas
s. Each of its gates is a large, magnificent pearl. The foundations of the wall of the city are adorned with all sorts of preci
ous stones, and its light is like a crystal clear stone (Rev. 21:9-21).
This description conveys the idea of heaven being a quite superlative environment of dazzling beauty, magnificence, rad
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iance and glory beyond anything we can imagine at present. To be raptured to such a place is indeed a most desirable t
hought and something to earnestly look forward to! Â“As the Scripture says, In Thy presence is fullness of joy; and at Th
y right hand there are pleasures for evermoreÂ” (Ps. 16:11).
12. It leads to the acceptance of our judicial and royal position
After the rapture, the glorified Christians will judge the world with Christ in righteousness (1 Cor. 6:2), after which they wil
l reign with Him as kings on earth. In Revelation 4 and 5, the glorified church is represented by the 24 elders:
Â“And they sang a new song, saying: You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and ha
ve redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings an
d priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earthÂ” (Rev. 5:9-10).
EPILOGUE: Do you appreciate how tremendously important the rapture is to every Christian, how highly dramatic the ev
ents are that are associated with it, and how exceedingly worthwhile it is to be ready for it? Christianity and the church st
and to be spiritually deprived and impoverished if this promise, and all the obligations that it involves, is not earnestly pro
claimed. Without the BibleÂ’s prophetic perspective on the end-time we will grope in darkness and never correctly deter
mine our priorities.
While we are discerning the approaching footsteps of the Lord Jesus in the signs of the times we must be very sure that
we really do belong to Him; otherwise He will pass us by when He comes for His bride. The unsaved, nominal Christians
who have never had a personal encounter with the Lord will, one day, plead for mercy in vain before the great white thro
ne of the final judgement. The Lord will declare to them: Â“I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practise lawlessn
ess!Â” (Mt. 7:23).
There is no need whatsoever to be heading for a tragic end of disillusionment and rejection. If we have genuinely experi
enced Â‘repentance toward GodÂ’ for our sins and Â‘faith toward our Lord Jesus ChristÂ’ (Acts 20:21), and our hearts h
ave been changed and are burning within us with love for the Lord, we will be worthy to meet the heavenly Bridegroom
when He comes in the midnight hour. He said to His disciples: Â“Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; and y
ou yourselves be like men who wait for their masterÂ… Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes,
will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serv
e them. And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those serv
antsÂ… Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expectÂ” (Lk. 12:35-40).
Johan Malan, University of the North, South Africa

Re: Reasons for the Rapture - posted by jimp, on: 2010/8/18 9:18
hi, why stand ye here gazing up?what can you do to bring it to pass or to change anything about how it happens or whe
n or with whom...you have no input as Jesus said only My Father... lean not on your wordy theology or your staunch beh
avior but on the Blood of the Lamb and His mercies that endure forever and you are ready.jimp
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/18 12:48
I'm sorry, but the entire "pan-tribulational" theology, while having an air of wisdom to it simply is not a Biblical perspectiv
e. Yes, the exhortation that no matter what your theology is, that we should be wise virgins is true. But to merely stop th
ere is spiritually immature, as one is failing to embrace the cross and wrestle with the Scriptures. Such a theology is blat
antly ignoring the word of the Lord. For if a pan-tribulational theology were true, and that is all we practically needed to k
now about the last days, we would not have the massive amount of Scripture that we do that tells of the things we can e
xpect in the last days.
What one believes and likewise does not believe about the future shapes how one lives in the present. That is why the
early church and the Biblical writers were so eschatologically minded. No, we'll never know the day or the hour. But wh
at we believe about the last days will shape our understanding of God's ultimate purposes, and cause us to live our lives
in light of those purposes. The end times also teach us something about God's character, which gives us great faith for
how we ought to live now. That's why Paul did "not want us ignorant," and for us to be "caught unaware." This is especi
ally true if we happen to be the final generation that sees the coming of the Lord.
But even should we not be that generation, we cannot ignore the greater purposes of God in redemptive history. And re
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demptive history spans both past, present, and future. What God has done, is doing, and will do, are very important thin
gs. We cannot be the people He would have us to become if we have no idea what He is doing.
Dare I say pan-tribulational theology is a very sublte heresy? I think such would be a Biblical perspective.

Re: The truth about the Day of the Lord - posted by Renoncer, on: 2010/8/18 13:22
Brethren,
Let the Word of God speak:
Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, not t
o be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effe
ct that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion
comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself against eve
ry so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.
(2 Thessalonians 2:1-4)
Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls
of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped
the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned wit
h Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the f
irst resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no po
wer, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.
(Revelation 20:4-6)
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do w
ho have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him t
hose who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until
the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven wit
h a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ wil
l rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-17)
Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For th
is perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.
(1 Corinthians 15:51-53)
So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather through their trespass salvation has come t
o the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means ri
ches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean! Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then a
s I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus sav
e some of them. For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from
the dead?
(Romans 11:11-15)
Amen.
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Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/18 13:41
Quote:
------------------------I'm sorry, but the entire "pan-tribulational" theology, while having an air of wisdom to it simply is not a Biblical perspective. Yes, the exhortation that no
matter what your theology is, that we should be wise virgins is true. But to merely stop there is spiritually immature, as one is failing to embrace the cro
ss and wrestle with the Scriptures.
-------------------------

Amen. I had been convicted of paying little to no attention to this topic for many years, realizing that Scripture has much
to say on this issue. Rev.1:3 declares, "Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are
those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near."
That conviction is what has recently, over the past few months, caused me to dig deeper into this issue and consider the
different views and Scriptural arguments among Christians.
That said, I do believe there has to be a healthy balance when studying this topic as when studying any other topic. I beli
eve some Christians focus too much on prophecy and get overtly obsessed with it to the neglect of other important issue
s.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/18 13:46
Quote:
------------------------I do believe there has to be a healthy balance when studying this as when studying any other topic. I believe some Christians focus too much on prop
hecy and get overtly obsessed with it to the neglect of other important issues.
-------------------------

I'm in hearty agreement. I don't think it is necessary that we understand all the minute details of the last days, at least, n
ot presently. Some of the "practical" aspects of the things yet to come will be mostly relevant only to those who live thro
ugh those events. And no doubt, no matter how closely we study, we may still be in the dark regarding some of these th
ings. But, we should have a stronger knowledge of these things than we often do. For years I neglected texts regarding
the last days in the Scriptures, thinking of them as just speculative and wild. But what I really saw that I was doing was s
hying away from the hard work of studying to show myself approved unto God.
We must wrestle with these things.
Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2010/8/18 13:57
hi, its fun to be called a heretic again... i am 71 years old and in my lifetime millions have died and none have been raptu
red ... since acts billions have died and none raptured... as a young man i studied end time events with a passion and re
alized that if i am ready to die and meet Him today i dont need to bother myself with this study for it is TOTALLY in the h
ands of God and i cant do anything about it except get it wrong...and cause further division by opining on it as i am now..
. the pharisees and scribes thought they knew how the redeemer would come by all their study and none got it right.thin
k about billions dying and none sofar raptured.... where should our emphases be.jimp
Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2010/8/18 14:29
Hi KingJimmy...
I strongly disagree. A "subtle heresy?" What is wrong with a person admitting that he doesn't know with ABSOLUTE C
ERTAINTY how the end with come about, that we should remain prepared for any scenario by seeking God and that we
shouldn't worry about the specifics will play out?
This is NOT "blatantly ignoring the Word of the Lord." Rather, it is considering all of the possibilities, studying them dilig
ently, and admitting that there is an air of uncertainty regarding the specifics of the matter.
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How does what one believes (or not believe) about future events shape how one lives? Jesus instructed us to not worry
about our future needs (Matthew 6:25-34).
When asked about future events (such as the restoration of Israel), Jesus told the disciples, "It is not for you to know the
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power" (Acts 1:7). I think that trying to "figure things out" can
sometimes be a pursuit that ends up as a distraction.
Immediately after saying this to the disciples, He pointed out what was more important focally, "But ye shall receive pow
er, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth."
For centuries following the death and resurrection of Christ, physical copies of the Word of God were in short supply. M
ost people didn't have a copy of a single scroll -- let alone the 66 books that we have bound together as canon. In additi
on, people didn't have extra-Biblical resources either. There were no Vine's, Strong's, or other resource books. There ju
st weren't any companion books (or scrolls) about Bible eschatology. There were no pamphlets, periodicals and website
s that mapped out presentations regarding one (or more) views on the coming of the Lord. I guess that it just wasn't that
complicated. It seems that people during the early centuries of the Church simply came to believe in (and live for) the L
ord.
I know that this sounds like an over-simplification. However, I read a quote once that was oddly accurate: "A drowning
man doesn't worry about the size or color of a life jacket. He isn't too worried about it when he holds on to it either." It s
ounds like the old IQ question about "what is most important" to a sailor.
Believers today have resources (and freedoms) that were unimagined by early believers! While I believe that we should
always pursue doctrinal truth, are we supposed to spend our lives in the hunt for inerrant eschatology? I don't even kno
w it that would be possible as we are still confined to this side of the "glass darkly!"
When we moved to California about two years ago, I met a man who had spent his life in the pursuit of "perfect eschatol
ogy." We discussed prophecy in detail during a few visits. While I listened and considered the things that he said, I reali
zed that I only agreed with a few of his particular points. Yet he considered himself a "watchmen" and explained that he
spent the greater part of his life (he was probably near 60 years old) studying Bible prophecy.
This man was so sure of the Lord's imminent return as a teenager, that he made little preparation for life (in terms of a jo
b, education, a family, etc...). He was now a ~60 yr old man working odd jobs just to survive, and explained that he was
"rejected by most Christians" because most people "just don't want to hear the truth." He was "post-trib" and even believ
ed that we were currently somewhere in the middle of the great tribulation two years ago (I guess that it wasn't that "grea
t"). He told me a few things that he said were undoubtedly going to happen within the next year. I told him where I disa
greed or had considered other views, but it seemed as if it went in one ear and out the other.
A few months ago, I ran into this man outside of a church meeting that my wife and I visited in a different town. This ma
n wasn't attending that meeting, it turned out that he just lived nearby and was out for a walk. I walked up to him and gre
eted him. I immediately could tell that he was troubled and even seemed somewhat embarrassed. He explained that he
was so sure that Jesus would have been back already or that some of the things that he mentioned would have happen
ed by now. He said, "I just don't know where I went wrong" in regard to his understanding of "times and seasons."
I felt very sad for this man. His entire life had been spent in the pursuit of perfect eschatology. I just can't help but wond
er if his life would have been better spent seeking God in the here and now.
Now, this man knew the Bible quite well. He commented on how well I knew the Bible two years ago during our discussi
ons and even voiced that he was surprised that I didn't hold the same position that he did. He had a confused look on hi
s face when I told him that I was just not sure about all of the specificities regarding the timing and manner of the Lord's r
eturn. I had told him that I didn't care if I was "raptured" or needed to "endure" throughout the "great tribulation" -- I was
going to seek the Lord regardless. After all, "all things work for the good of those who are in Christ."
This, I think, is the essence of "pan-tribulation" position -- as was once shared by David Wilkerson. It is not a position of
claiming ignorance or the pursuit of ignorance. Of course, it isn't really a "position" at all. It is merely the realization that
all of our pursuit of perfect eschatology is just that -- a pursuit. It is the idea that we might not be able to obtain absolute
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perfection in our understanding or roadmap of Bible prophecy WHILE arriving to the conclusion that we must be ready fo
r WHATEVER comes our way. As those events actually begin to fall into place, our position(s) might be turned upside d
own (or rightside up). This does NOT mean that we should stop attempting to understand such things. Rather, it is ack
nowledging that we just don't know with absolute certainty -- even if we have prayerfully studied and contemplated the is
sue.
Jimmy, you said, "We cannot be the people He would have us to become if we have no idea what He is doing." But is th
is really what God has called us to? Do we really have to know every last dot and tittle of the Lord's plan? OR can we ju
st rest in the knowledge that God is in control and that His plan is set? When I was a child, I didn't fret over my dad drivi
ng us to my grandmother's house. I didn't worry about the route he was taking, what exact time we were going to get th
ere or how fast our car was going. Most of the time, I could read, sing or sleep simply because I was confident that my d
ad was a good driver.
When it comes to the coming of the Lord, I am confident that it will happen. I know of many possible ways in which it ca
n happen. I lean toward one of those in particular, but I am pliable enough to know that I don't know with absolute certai
nty about it -- even after my own studious efforts. I am just confident that God is in control of the situation, and that none
of my worrying will change His plan...and that the best "preparation" is not in trying to know exactly how it will come abou
t -- but in spending intimate time with God.
Re: Post Tribulation Pre-Wrath Rapture..[ hope I'm there!], on: 2010/8/18 16:14

"AFTER THE TRIBULATION OF THOSE DAYS, THE SUN SHALL BE DARKENED, THE MOON TURNED TO BLO
OD, AND ALL THE TRIBES OF THE EARTH MOURNING, SHALL SEE THE SIGN OF THE COMING OF THE SON OF
MAN."....Matthew 24.
AFTER. JESUS RETURNS ONCE. THEN WE SHALL INDEED BE RAPTURED. THE PAROUSIA, THE GATHERIN
G TOGETHER.
And in one sense, No, I am surely bound to escape the details that God is going to do regardless of what you are I be
lieve, and yes, the important thing is that we will belong to Jesus forever, and attain New Jerusalem. OVER AND OVER
HE SAYS; "HE THAT ENDURES TO THE END, THE SAME SHALL BE SAVED."
It is also abundantly clear that for people to cry out for the rocks to hide them from the face of Jesus, in absolute terror
, He will have to have returned. Kind of a post Tribulation-Pre-Wrath rapture, I think.
There will be, and currently is, a Great falling away in our midst. To fall away, you have to first be attached to the subs
tance you fall from. Food for thought..
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/18 17:05
Brothertom, if you don't mind me asking, are you premillenial regarding Rev.20? In other words, do you take the milleniu
m to be a literal 1000 year reign of Christ on earth before the eternal state? I ask out of curiousity since I respect your op
inions as a seasoned brother. If you are not premillenial, post trib or pre-wrath would probably not be a typical name you
want to use, since those are thought of as premil.
Re: , on: 2010/8/18 22:10
Quote:
-------------------------I must ask where you said this to snufalapagus who announced the preterist view as a fact in his FIRST SENTENCE: Â“The Raptur
e will not occur at all in our lifetime or any time in the future for it is a past event.Â” (sorry snuffies!!)
-------------------------

No apologies necessary :-)
I've been called a Preterist but I am not one. I read the bible like all of you do and I see things differently than what most
see. I too rely heavily on what the Holy Spirit speaketh through the scriptures. Without His help, I would not read the bibl
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e at all, for the carnal mind is at enmity with God.
It is a fact though. In a thousand years from now, Christians in that time period will say the exact same things this gener
ation is saying, "The Lord is coming".
And He is coming and is always coming in power and demonstration of the Holy Ghost.
Revelation 14:6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them th
at dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.
The "Everlasting Gospel".
If there is to be an end of the Earth and all that there is, to what purpose would the Everlasting Gospel be to them that ar
e perfect? The Good News is that Jesus died in the place of a sinner. If there are no sinners in heaven, how is the Everl
asting Gospel going to affect them seeing they are perfect?
The Everlasting Gospel must be for sinners that exist on the Earth.
pan trib - posted by knitefall, on: 2010/8/18 22:27
Hey! Where do I sign up to be a pantribber? It'll all pan out! HA! love it!
Thank God we have a Covenant keeping God. I sure cannot keep anything.

I've heard people repeat over and over, "I love God with all my heart." To which I'll ask, You mean the one where wicked
ness dwells and all manner of evil? Now, don't ask a new born again person that... In the human realm, our minds need
renewed (the way we think). God has to give a new heart to us. And that's by Faith... anyhow. So, don't see God as an a
ngry judge that you have to please! Change how you see God's Love towards you ='s No Condemnation. The soulish yo
u says, "I need to please God by doing and showing Him I love Him." That is very false doctrine and will cause you much
grief. Because the more you DO, the more you fail. The more you fail, the more you try to do. It's an endless cycle of law
instead of Grace and New Covenant.
Now, how are you going to loose your soul while a God like we serve is in control?
Jesus said, "Here come all these people. Who is there to teach them the Way?" Many are Saved but still don't know the '
Living by the Spirit' kind of - Way.
Re: , on: 2010/8/18 22:29
Quote:
-------------------------There will be, and currently is, a Great falling away in our midst. To fall away, you have to first be attached to the substance you fall
from. Food for thought..
-------------------------

Actually that is a false statement. I've heard that all my life and that is simply not true.
Yes, there is a departure from traditional Christianity which I think is a great thing. And people are falling away from den
ominational-ism, again, I think is a good thing.
It is far better that we remain in sin than to "try" to live this Christian walk through main stream Christianity. Christ died fo
r sinners. Don't misconstrue what I wrote. People who have been trying to live this Christian life under the direction of th
ese denominations have fallen away. People who leave these outfits, are searching for the truth, they are not falling awa
y.
Just because people have stopped going to church is no indication that they have stopped wanting God. Churchanity is
not real. It's a joke! People dress up only to dress down when they get home. There is more gossip over one sinner that
repents and their life story is being whispered, God forbid if his past was homosexual. Hypocrisy rules within. People say
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they love, but when one leaves Church, no one runs after him, no inquiries, there is no love.
If anyone is falling away it's those that are GOING to church.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/18 22:30
Quote:
------------------------What is wrong with a person admitting that he doesn't know with ABSOLUTE CERTAINTY how the end with come about, that we should remain prepa
red for any scenario by seeking God and that we shouldn't worry about the specifics will play out?
-------------------------

I have no problem with a person admitting that is where they are. There is no foul in humble admitting the subject make
s little sense, and you really don't have a conviction one way or the other. Honestly, that's where I've been most of my C
hristian life. And I have no problem with a person being in such a place if that's where they are in their walk with the Lor
d.
What I do have a problem with, which I either miscommunicated or you misunderstood, is the rather negligent, lackadais
ical, and apathetic attitude that we can often have towards eschatology. Indeed, because of the diversity of opinions on
the subject, people just look at it as a skeptical area of Bible study that has no relevance for modern day living. When in
fact, eschatology is woven throughout the entirety of Scripture, and has a great deal to do with everyday life. No, not ev
ery minute detail is pressing and has practical application. But I believe the general eschatological framework one adopt
s (or likewise, doesn't adopt), will impact how one lives in the present.
For example, if you believe Jesus is going to come tomorrow or shortly thereafter, you will live your life accordingly. Like
wise, if you believe Jesus could come tomorrow, but might not, you will live your life accordingly. Thus, the one friend of
yours, what he believed (and didn't believe) about the future has made a radical impact on his life.
"Take no thought for tomorrow," isn't an injunction against eschatological living. Rather, it's a statement against a worldl
y lifestyle that is grounded in worry and securing one's lot in this life. For most certainly Jesus intended the church to be
an eschatological community that lived with an awareness that the time we are living in is short, and that we should live
accordingly. The apostles followed in the same footsteps. The church ought to always be thinking about the fact that w
e live on the edge of history, awaiting the return of Christ, and indeed, longing for and hastening His return.
But what I believe to be the most important thing about studying Bible prophecy is the understanding that we gain of Go
d's ultimate purposes in His outworking of the plan of redemption in history. For whatever we believe to be God's end fo
r history will inform us of what we are to be doing for Him now.
For example, I believe Ephesians 4:11ff teaches that God's intent for the church is to bring it to a corporate maturity and
unity before the return of Christ, and that He will use the "five-fold" ministries of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors,
and teachers in order to accomplish this end. This is an eschatological perspective. As a result of embracing such a pe
rspective, if I am one of those five-fold ministers, understanding what God wishes to do in the future instructs me in what
I ought to do and labor towards as a minister within the church in the present. Not only that, but it also informs me of wh
at I need to avoid.
Thus, what we believe about the future will impact how we live in the present. Which is why I believe a negligent attitude
towards the topic of eschatology is borderline heresy. Again, for those who on purpose ignore the greater part of Scriptu
re that deals with such topics, simply because they don't wish to study that area for whatever myriad of reasons, such is
grave error. It's one thing to read and not understand. It's another altogether to create a "canon within a canon," which i
s the end result of being negligent towards the study of eschatology.
Again, the minute details aren't very important on a practical level. Indeed, they won't be very practical except for the pe
ople who see those specific events come to pass. That is why we don't need to be "Bible prophecy experts," who have
all sorts of nice maps and charts, being so skilled that we can identify with precision the names of the two witnesses fro
m Revelation. Such is worth looking into if one has the luxury of such study. But practically speaking, it borderlines a wr
angling over words.
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But trying to discern the general eschatological framework upon which all of history hangs upon is of great importance a
nd significance. It touches on all areas of theology, and where we stand in relationship to the kingdom of God, and how
we live our lives out of our understanding of that kingdom. Thus, we should attempt as best we can to understand this g
eneral framework, as it will impact our sense of destiny and purpose.
I hope this post comes across more clear and less inflammatory than my previous post was understood.
Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2010/8/18 22:58
hi, it was len ravenhill who really upset my pre trib stance on the rapture and got me thinking with this story... their was a
famous missionary to china who started many churches there and trained many converts to pastor those churches. he le
ft when mao started the violant chinese rebellion...many years later he was in taiwan and met up with a group of those p
astors who called him a false prophet and when he asked why they said that a day was coming when the churches woul
d be burned and families of those churches murdered ...daughters raped in the streets but we would not see it because
we would be raptured...bilions have died and yet noone raptured ...why argue over seven years of tribulation when we fa
ce eternal torment if we die without Christ.jimp
Re: , on: 2010/8/19 0:22
What if the great falling away is a direct result of those proclaiming a pre-trib stance being wrong, and untold numbers c
osider proponents --(who were sure they were right)-- liars and cannot be trusted regarding anything else if they can't ev
en get the Bible right?
What if the falling away happens after signs obviously point to us living in the time of tribulation, and those unprepared to
face it turn their backs on the Faith?
Who will be held more accountable? Those who fall away or those stumbling-blocks that offend God in offending other
men?
He who is faithful in little is faithful in much.
Is it looking to Jesus when looking for a way out?

It's awful quaint and smug to justify our failure in making disciples, excusing ourselves of those who part company in say
ing , "oh, they never believed anyway..." or "they were never a part of us..." or "they never were saved."
By our words we are justified and condemned, and we shall account for every idle word
... so what about a false word???
("...All liars ...shall have their part in the lake of fire.")
Re: , on: 2010/8/19 0:35
speculative chatter....
Is this an idle word or is it building up people towards relying on God towards unshakeable faithfulness (in thought and w
ord and deed)?
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/19 1:30
Quote:
------------------------It is a fact though. In a thousand years from now, Christians in that time period will say the exact same things this generation is saying, "The Lord is co
ming".
And He is coming and is always coming in power and demonstration of the Holy Ghost.
Quote:
------------------------I'm confused. Are you saying that Christ will not come back to this earth in bodily form? If so, what do you make of Acts 1:11 where we are told that Ch
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rist is coming back the same way he ascended into heaven?

Quote:
------------------------If there is to be an end of the Earth and all that there is, to what purpose would the Everlasting Gospel be to them that are perfect? The Good News is
that Jesus died in the place of a sinner. If there are no sinners in heaven, how is the Everlasting Gospel going to affect them seeing they are perfect?
The Everlasting Gospel must be for sinners that exist on the Earth
Quote:
------------------------Are you saying that there will always be sinners on this earth throughout eternity and there will never be an end to this earth as we know it? That would
be a rejection of the biblical teaching of the final judgment of mankind by God Almighty. And it would seem to be a rejection of biblical orthodox Christi
anity. The same goes for a rejection of the bodily second coming of Christ and the bodily resurrection of true believers. The Word makes it very clear t
hat there is coming a final ultimate day of reckoning when the Lord will physically raise the dead, seperate the sheep from the goats at the end of this a
ge, and will cast the goats into everlasting punishment in hell. 2Pet.3:10 tells us that this earth will be destroyed by fire.

Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2010/8/19 4:11
Hi KingJimmy...
I think that we agree much much more than we disagree -- on this subject and many others. I think that we both lament
over the "ease in Zion" and flat-out laziness in the hearts, minds and actions of many believers.
You wrote: ---> "For example, if you believe Jesus is going to come tomorrow or shortly thereafter, you will live your life a
ccordingly. Likewise, if you believe Jesus could come tomorrow, but might not, you will live your life accordingly. Thus, th
e one friend of yours, what he believed (and didn't believe) about the future has made a radical impact on his life." "For
example, I believe Ephesians 4:11ff teaches that God's intent for the church is to bring it to a corporate maturity and unit
y before the return of Christ, and that He will use the "five-fold" ministries of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and
teachers in order to accomplish this end. This is an eschatological perspective. As a result of embracing such a perspect
ive, if I am one of those five-fold ministers, understanding what God wishes to do in the future instructs me in what I oug
ht to do and labor towards as a minister within the church in the present. Not only that, but it also informs me of what I n
eed to avoid."
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/19 20:28
I just thought I'd share briefly an adult Sunday school lesson I once taught that ties into this topic:
Listen: Redemption, Resurrection, and Reward - http://www.iamadisciple.com/sermons/redemption_resurrection_and_re
ward.mp3
It's about 45 minutes long. It's not specifically about the timing of the rapture, but, I think I show convincingly how what y
ou believe about the future impacts how you live right now, and the importance of studying eschatology.
P.s. This word goes heavy and deep and quick.

Re: , on: 2010/8/19 21:34
Brother Jimmy,
the link provided says it's not on the server, page not found.
For those who have an ear to hear,
This does work:
Copy and paste this link
http://www.iamadisciple.com/sermons/index.php
into your address bar.
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Then hit "enter".
Click on the fifth sermon on that page.

i'm far from against eschatology.
It's just that to give something that has not happened (YET) definites is like trying to walk up the stairs while watching th
e ceiling.
Over the course of end time BIBLE studies (avoiding the books about it), this being well over 20 years, the view has cha
nged drastically from what it once was.
We are to always be looking for and towards Christ's return to rule earth. This is as much the gospel, and moreso in it's f
ulfillment, just as everything else He has done. What He did leads up to this.
Even so, Lord Jesus, come quickly!

Mara Natha,
g

p.s. ...it's the emphasis on one event and designating a specific time to it amongst a whole gammut of things to come is
just whack.
This is one reason so much of the other things remain ununderstood, unmentioned, and even unknown to some.

Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/19 22:19
Quote:
------------------------I think that we agree much much more than we disagree
-------------------------

I think so too :-)

Quote:
------------------------I think that there is something extremely wrong when people base their living, actions and attitudes as "believers" upon the changing winds or views on
the timing of how the end might come about.
-------------------------

Well, technically it's only wrong if they are wrong in their understanding. But, I do understand where you are coming fro
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m. I think there is definitely room for balance. We should live lives that are influenced by our eschatology. However, w
e ought to be careful in adopting any view, and should only do so after prayerful study. And should we lock on to any on
e view, we should make sure the lives we live in light of that view are consistent with the general thrust of Scripture. Thu
s, sitting around on roof tops and not redeeming our time as we await the coming of the Lord simply is not acceptable. A
s it is, "waiting" on the Lord is something that is active and not passive, much like a waiter at a restaurant remains busy
while "waiting" on you as you eat.

Quote:
------------------------But what is the purpose of this? It is not necessarily to cause all of their hearers to somehow accept every last specific view of one (or more) of those "f
ive folders" with whom they fellowship.
-------------------------

Agreed. I don't believe we'll ever have uniformity of doctrine. But that doesn't mean we cannot be united in our common
purpose. Indeed, in John 17 Christ prayed as much. The unity we have and will have will be based on the common glor
y we have resting upon us through the Holy Spirit, and recognizing that glory in one another, and living accordingly. As I
mentioned elsewhere recently: It's kinda hard to hate your brother when you see Jesus Christ in them.

Quote:
------------------------I don't know anyone who would ignore studying the issue with a goal of simply of remaining in ignorance.
-------------------------

Personally, most of the people I know who hold to a "pan-tribulational" theology are people who are willfully ignorant con
cerning these things, and deliberately ignore the writings of the prophets, and things like the book of Revelation. If they
even read those writings, they just do so to say they've read them. So they pretty much just skim over large sections of
Scripture, without really seeking to study them or understand. They treat these portions as "fly over country." I've even
known ordained ministers that I went to Bible college with to do these things. I personally find such an attitude sad, and
deeply troubling.
I know not everybody is this way, but I feel there are many people who are. No doubt, there are people who simply lack
certainty in their hearts and minds about it all, even after careful study. But it's been my experience thus far, with the ex
ception of certain pockets here and there, many people are simply negligent in this area of doctrine, and almost criminall
y so.
Many blessings.
Anyway, many blessings. :-)
Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2010/8/19 22:37
hi, have you ever stood in the mountains and looked down at the clouds and then stood up and realized that your feet ar
e on the ground and your head is in the air? end times study should usually begin in daniel... in chapter 3 we skip for en
d times study yet there is a beast that everyone must bow down to and a question of deliverence from tribulation and sur
e death (rapture)and there is obedience to God in face of pending danger and there is a sentencing to those 3 who woul
d not bow down and increasing to 7 times hotter the fire and there is deliverence through the flames,fire and fumes beca
use a FOURTH was in the fire joined to those who where obedient.Jesus...just one of my thoughts jimp
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Re: Literal Millenium?, on: 2010/8/20 11:47

"Brothertom, if you don't mind me asking, are you premillenial regarding Rev.20? In other words, do you take the
millenium to be a literal 1000 year reign of Christ on earth before the eternal state?"...ORACIO
Yes I do Oracio. There are way too many references to a literal millinium; including the imprisonment before of
Satan, and his release after a 1000 years....and several promises concerning it.
It will be a restored Earth, but not completely sinless. We're in for a big surprise....and it will be good for those who h
ave endured.
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/20 13:47
Thanks for the reply Brothertom.
Re: , on: 2010/8/20 15:21
Quote:
-------------------------I don't know anyone who would ignore studying the issue with a goal of simply of remaining in ignorance.
-------------------------

I would discourage anyone who would want to study end time prophecy. It's an absolute waste of valuable time and ener
gy on something that may or may never come to pass. In the case of this subject, "Ignorance Is Bliss".
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/20 16:03
Quote:
------------------------I would discourage anyone who would want to study end time prophecy. It's an absolute waste of valuable time and energy on something that may or
may never come to pass. In the case of this subject, "Ignorance Is Bliss".
-------------------------

This statement is seriously problematic to me. It seems to be the attitude that says, "if its too hard to understand it, its no
t worth studying it." Much of the Bible is hard to understand sometimes and requires deeper study and prayerful reflectio
n. Are we to dismiss other portions and teachings of Scripture simply because they are difficult to understand at first?
You say some of these things may or may never come to pass. Yet there are certain events which the Bible clearly decl
ares will take place, and which every true Christian is in agreement with. These include, The second coming of Jesus Ch
rist in bodily form, the physical resurrection of both the saved and unsaved, the final judgment of all of mankind, and the
eternal state of glory.
I am still waiting to hear if you believe these truths yourself.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/20 16:52
Quote:
------------------------I would discourage anyone who would want to study end time prophecy. It's an absolute waste of valuable time and energy on something that may or
may never come to pass. In the case of this subject, "Ignorance Is Bliss".
-------------------------

We are told to fix our hope on the second coming of Christ in bodily form at the end of the age to judge the world in right
eousness, and to usher in the fullness of the kingdom of God. Far from having a skeptical attitude towards the second c
oming, the apostle Peter told us in the last days scoffers would come who'd mock the idea, but he affirmed that it was a
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sure thing. So sure in fact, he encouraged us to "hasten" the day of the Lord. Far from an "ignorance is bliss" attitude, t
he apostle Paul told us that he wrote to us about the last days to keep us from being ignorant.
So, what you just said has absolutely no Scriptural basis to it whatsoever. It is a departure from the clear teaching of the
Lord, as well as the tradition the apostles passed on towards us. It has nothing to do with Biblical Christianity.
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2010/8/20 21:58
Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee,
that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.
God has made the throne of David to be forever and Jesus Christ will sit on David's Throne on this earth and will rule an
d reign with the Body of Christ for 1000 years, then all else God has promised will come to Pass.
This David's Throne that Christ will sit upon. 2 Samuel 7:29 Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of thy s
ervant, that it may continue for ever before thee: for thou, O Lord GOD, hast spoken it: and with thy blessing let the hous
e of thy servant be blessed for ever.
Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power,
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
reign where? Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his sho
ulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peac
e. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom,
to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of host
s will perform this.
Seems end times are important to God; Amen
The Body of Christ His Church will be with Him of the first resurrection. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But I would not have y
ou to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For thi
s we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prev
ent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel
, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught u
p together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort
one another with these words.
Then the Great White Throne Judgement; 2nd resurrection:
Revelation 20:11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled
away; and there was found no place for them.
The end as we know it. But Christ in you and you in Christ forever and the Holy Spirit teaching us throughout all eternity
, and God our Father all making their Abode with us.
In Christ: Phillip
Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2010/8/21 1:49
hi, the end times are very important to God because He is in charge of how when where and with whom all these events
and more happen.if one is saved and in Christ,that one is included in Gods end time plan even if they are wrong about w
hat and how it all is going to happen...phillip,what can you do to change Gods plans or hurry God up ... nothing.maranat
ha...there are chapters skipped because they do not fitmost peoples stance on this like we calvinist skip over verses that
refute some of our beliefs...it will all happen but it will not happen like you or i think because His ways are beyond us.pau
l looked through a glass darkly but we have all the answers or just answer all the questions and half of what we have to
say will sound goofy to us in 30 years as we study more.jimp
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Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2010/8/21 4:05
JohÂ 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all thi
ngs, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
1JoÂ 2:27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but
as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide
in him.
John 16:12-15 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of trut
h, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he sp
eak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All
things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.
John 17:23-26 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou
hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be wit
h me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of
the world. O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou h
ast sent me. And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me ma
y be in them, and I in them.
Philippians 3:15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, G
od shall reveal even this unto you.
Where is our conversation? It is already in heaven, just as we are seated already in heavenly places with Christ.
How can the Body of Christ not be with Him when He comes in the clouds for the dead in Christ first and even those wh
o are alive in Christ and we shall be with the Lord forever.
He will make it so when the rapture and our resurrecteed body like His will be living in heaven with Him, not on this earth
as those that are left behind in the tribulation and also even to those that are saved in the tribulation on this earth. The B
ody of Christ the Church is His Body, His Church and He will come and get us and bring us to the marriage supper of th
e Lamb, and bring us to the New Jerusalem that we might reign and rule with Him from Davids Throne. so shall we ever
be with the Lord, therefore comfort one another with these words.
In Christ: Phillip
Re: - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/8/21 17:48
Just a question for someone who is post-trib. (I'm not trying to prove anything or debate, just wondering.)
What is being spoken of in these scriptures if it is not a pre-trib rapture?
Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able t
o stand before the Son of Man." Luke 21:36
Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come up
on the whole world to test those who live on the earth. Rev. 3:10
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 1The
s. 1:10
Again I'm not trying to prove anything, because I'm not 100% sure where I stand yet (pre or post-trib) deffinitely one of th
e two. But thanks for any help on this matter.
But whenever He comes may we all be ready!!!
edit:
I lean more towards pre-trib, and yes I believe the rapture will happen in our lifetime!
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Thanks,
TimmyJoe
Re: , on: 2010/8/21 21:49
TimmyJoe,
If perhaps you can fit your verses into this post you might look at things differently. Regarding this, it's asked that you co
nsider the context and/or principle behind Rev. 3.10.
As far as "wrath" goes in I Thess. 1.10, there are 5 different greek words that are translated as wrath, the type of which i
n this verse signifies the type of which that will be poured out on day of the Lord, and not the other 4. The tribulation is n
ot the day of the Lord...
...even as the tribulation according to Bible says is only the time when Jerusalem is over-run by Gentiles in the time of th
e abomination of desolation, and not the full 7 'years'...
...Anti-Christ is a spirit and not a person; however, The Beast is a personification of an angel released from the abyss.
--------------------------------------------------------IF ANYONE WISHES TO DISPUTE THIS, SHOW BIBLE BOOK, CHAPTER AND VERSE (as human reasoning about t
his seems faulty). i am neither pre-, mid-, nor post- tribulation regarding the resurrection (and ascension?) of God's own
people. My view is that Jesus will bring an end to time before everything is destroyed, at a point somewhere within the la
st portion of tribulation. That puts me somewhere between the mid- and post- rapturists, and it is agreed that when He re
turns it isn't just a gathering, but His 2nd coming prophecied.

Here is what is currently thought, main events successively occuring in this order:
1. the gathering
2. Jesus brings all the saints to the Mount of Olives with Him and to the battle of Kings (Meggedo) and by His word, bloo
d shall flow to the horses bridle from all who have set themselves against Him.
3. Marriage supper
(the above says nothing about other events surrounding these things, such as judgement, the war after the 1000 year rei
gn, etc...but only adresses the things relative to the resurrection/ascension of the saints.)

Amillenialists say that Rev. 20.2-7 is a figurative thousand years, and the millenium is non-existent.
Postmillenialists say that we are living in the millenium, yet most should have trouble considering this valid thinking abou
t the turn of events in the last half of the 20th century, especially from 1970 to 1999.
Premillenialists generally agree the tribulation will be a lieral 7 years, and many see it as being shortened because Jesu
s said if it weren't, nobody would survive.
The pre-, mid- and post- tribulation rapturists will most usually be found in the premillenialist camp.
Pre-, mid-, or post-tribulation 'rapture'...
...which one?

The foundation of the view from here:
Jesus has declared the end from the beginning (of creation).
Unlike most folks, here the whole Bible is considered prophecy. Failure to reconcile it will be in the last days as it was in
the beginning is a failure to reconcile Genesis to Revelation. Westerners tend to think of prophecy as merely predictions,
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yet prophecy is simply speaking out what God tells one to declare. The Bible --all the texts corraborating one another-- is
a book of prophecy.
With all the theologics and whatnots of doctrinologists it's not hard to become ensnared, attached to a certain viewpoint,
yet will it stand the test of ALL the scriptures confirming the view?????
As far as outright declaration as to what will come, jimp said go to Daniel as a starting point. Revelation and Daniel form
a congruent whole, yet everything found in the Bible stands secondary to what Jesus declares.
What dominated this man ov God?
HE spoke to us through the Psalmist, "Lo, I AM come; in the roll of the book it is written about Me: I DELIGHT TO DO Y
OUR WILL OH GOD!" This meets head-on with the first recorded words of Jesus as a boy, when he said, "Didn't you k
now i must be about my Father's business." In the book of John, we read this one theme repeatedly: "My meat is to do t
he will of Him who sent me." His life's expression on earth is/was dedicated from first beginnings until the very end to do
ing God's will.
No matter what book of the Bible one looks to, it's about Jesus. Never forget this one fact! It is not just the book of Revel
ation, but the whole Bible is the very testimony and revelation of Jesus Christ.
This seems to be the failure of so many followers in never advancing beyond their current state of growth, pete and repe
te everything over and over again in so many different ways, and on the whole virtually ignoring the Son of God's take o
n all these issues or where He is manifest in these things. The only man who ever came to earth whose full and comple
te intentions were wrapped up in the will of His and our Father is often forgotten.
Paul said follow my example, yet there is very little actually accounting his activities; But of Jesus, we have four written r
ecords devoted specifically to this. You can follow Paul's example which is piecemeal at best, and not always on the up
and up, or you can follow Jesus perfect example in the spirit of the letter. In Him we come to know 'the determinate coun
sel and foreknowledge of God' .
Do Paul's or John's or Peter's writings take precedent over Jesus' actual words (and deeds)? If any person would establ
ish a solid sure understanding of God's revelation they must go to Jesus, as His testimony is the spirit of prophecy --(Re
v. 19.10)-- having declared the end from the beginning.

It is wished you will observe to keep this your first consideration towards whenever you look at scripture (and everything
else).
_______________________________________
Genesis or anything else will not be detailed out here, exept to consider the intended sacrafice of Isaac by Abraham mar
king the turning point of ancient history, even as Jesus crucifixion is the reality of that shadow in this Common Era A. D.
This thread is regarding the when of the second resurrection, many call the rapture, and so here are the specific scriptur
es to consider relative to this:

And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. Then let them
which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are i
n the countries enter thereinto. For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled. B
ut woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! for there shall be great distress in the lan
d, and wrath upon this people. And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nation
s: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. And there shall be sig
ns in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the
waves roaring; MenÂ’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for
the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great
glory. And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth n
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igh.
Lk. 21.20-28

But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, And the stars of
heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in
the clouds with great power and glory. And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the fo
ur winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.
Mk. 13.24-27

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the s
tars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of
man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gath
er together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
Mt. 24.29-31
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Just from what Jesus said, it is really strange there is still adherance to the concept of a pre-trib 'rapture'.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, And sware by him that liv
eth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are,
and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: But in the days of the voice of the sev
enth angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the
prophets . . . And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this worl
d are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. And the four and twenty
elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, We give thee thanks, O
Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reig
ned. And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that t
hou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and gre
at; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.
Rev. 10.5-7, 11.14-18

-------------------------------------------------------------------------Here we see that the shofar ("trump" of God, by the seventh angel) signals the end of time, agreeing with the synoptic g
ospels. The blast of the Ram's horn was used most often in a call to war, as well as things ordained by God, a call to Hi
m in distinction from things absent from Him.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as oth
ers which have no hope.
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shal
l not prevent them which are asleep.
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of G
od: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: a
nd so shall we ever be with the Lord.
18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
I Thess. 4.13-18
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Why the verses of this one and only passage should contradict the other passages is not reasonable...however for those
with dispute consider the following:
Note in verse 14 the phrase, "bring with him" at the end of the verse, in greek reads, "axei sun avto."
axei=to: bring, lead, or take
sun=united with
avto=itself, herself, themselves, himself, he, she, it
Because of this verse in relation to the remainder of the passage lacks clarity whether Jesus will:
a. will bring the dead and alive with Him when returning to earth;
b. will gather the dead and alive with Him as he reigns on earth;
c. will bring the dead and alive together to be with Him upon returning from heaven, collecting us all together in a "raptur
e" . . .

Three ambigouous scenarios that can only find their ultimate conclusion using the Bible to interpret itself. These things P
aul states have to be taken in relation to the other passages if there will be no contradiction.
If rapture is actually the resurrection, then this one passage is either misunderstood or the rest of the relative scriptures
are being ignored.

------------------------------------------------------------------------Luke 17.20 - 18.8 was not mentioned as it does not detail specifics regarding as to when, except speaking of "as in the d
ays of Noe" and "as in the days of Lot." It is not in regard to the exact timing but rather towards being ready. This secti
on of scripture is seen as related to:
~ Mk. 13:18, 33
n the time is.
~ Mt. 24:20

And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter... Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not whe

But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:

~...some of Luke 21 already quoted above,
and
~ Lk. 21.33-36 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. And take heed to yourselves, le
st at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come
upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye theref
ore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand
before the Son of man.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

After the Paschal meal, Jesus indicates God's will is not to extract us from any problems in the world:

...In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world . . . (and in the "High Priestly pr
ayer" he prays regarding this very thing) . . . I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shou
ldest keep them from the evil.
Jn. 16.33b, 17.15
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
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One thing J. Dwight Pentecost and Hal Lindsey fail to account for in the propogation of the dispensational view is somet
hing that is unthinkable here: Will Messianic Jews because they identify with the Jewish people, be forced to stay behind
and suffer???
The faith of Jesus offered in the New Testament does not offer an escape from suffering for any who follow Him, but rath
er to share in this, and "obtain a better inheritance" as a result.

The concept of a pre-tribulation rapture reeks of individualistic narcissistic escapism, without saying it outright, proclaimi
ng, "I'm outta' here, so the world can go to hell as far as I'm concerned."
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/21 22:33
Quote:
------------------------Just a question for someone who is post-trib. (I'm not trying to prove anything or debate, just wondering.)
-------------------------

A fair question to ask. I'll attempt to answer the best I can.

Quote:
------------------------Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Ma
n." Luke 21:36
Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test thos
e who live on the earth. Rev. 3:10
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 1Thes. 1:10
-------------------------

It might sound like these verses support the idea of a pre-tribulational rapture to some. But when you take into account t
he fact that Scripture talks about believers living during the tribulation period, then we know these verses cannot say suc
h. In fact, when we read the book of Revelation, we see Christians in the midst of everything that is going on.
Consider the following sampling:
-------------------------------And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until t
he number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed
also. - (Rev 6:11 NASB)
It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people an
d tongue and nation was given to him. - (Rev 13:7 NASB)
Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. - (Rev 14:12 NASB
)
And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. When I saw her, I
wondered greatly. - (Rev 17:6 NASB)
--------------------------------------
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Many people are quick to point out that John never uses the word "church" or "churches" during the tribulation period as
spoken of in the book of Revelation. And that is true. But to say because he never uses that word after Revelation 3 wit
h the exception of Revelation 22, and that therefore proves that the church isn't present during the tribulation period woul
d be misleading. For John only uses the word "church" or "churches" when writing to a specific locality (i.e. the church in
Ephesus.) He NEVER uses the word to describe the Church universal (i.e "the Church.")
Instead, from Revelation 4-22, he John uses other terms to describe the church going through the tribulation period. Ind
eed, over 18 times does he use the phrases brethren, saints, and witnesses to describe believers alive at this time. This
by the way, excludes other symbolic imagery which refers to Christians alive during this time.
Well, you might think this is all fine and good, and explain these references to speak of saints who are simply converts th
at come into existence after the rapture of the church. But if you use that logic, then you have basically created a secon
d class of saints within the church of whom the promises of Christ do not apply towards. Such might be ok if you are dis
pensational in your theology. But I'm not a dispensationalist, and don't believe in a funny slicing and dicing of God's wor
d.
Such a belief, in my opinion, creates a funny world, and is an odd way of doing theology. Indeed, to me such logic does
great injury to the doctrine of grace. A logic that says it is ok if some Christians suffer through the tribulation period, but
not others, all because some were good boys and girls, whereas others were too late in getting their act together. Under
such a logic, some Christians are destined to wrath, but others are excluded. I'm sorry, but that simply doesn't make an
y sense to me.
Therefore, since we have references to the church existing during the tribulation period, we must understand Christ's ref
erences to being "kept" from that hour as being able to persevere by means of His grace working in our lives through fait
h. Indeed, Revelation 14:22 implies as much, as the topic of perseverance and endurance are taken up in the book of R
evelation, Indeed, though the anti-Christ makes war against the saints, the saints prevail and overcome him by the word
of their testimony, the blood of the Lamb, and not loving their lives unto death. Though he slay them and wear them out
left and right, and becomes drunk from their blood, they discover victory in the midst of tribulation and chaos.
And regarding the supernatural wrath that is to be poured out on this world, I believe we will be "kept" and protected fro
m it during that time, but that doesn't mean we will be snatched out of the world in order to be kept from it. For we must
realize that the tribulation time isn't the only time in history in which God pours out His wrath on the world. Indeed, even
now God is pouring out His wrath on all the world.
For Romans 1:18 teaches that the wrath of God "is" revealed from heaven against all manner of unrighteousness. We
must realize that Biblical speaking, this world is always under judgment and suffering from the wrath of God. There is ne
ver a moment when it is not. The wages of sin is always death. And people are dying every day, not because death is s
imply a natural part of life, but because this world we are living in is always under judgment. Even judgments that are of
Biblical proportions, such as the global economic collapse the world is still suffering under. Or the flooding in Pakistan.
The tsumani in Sri-Lanka. Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. The list goes on and on.
The judgments we read about in the book of Revelation are simply different in degree, not type, from what we are experi
encing in the here and now. They only differ in intensity. But fundamentally they are still of the same type of judgments
going on actively around the world as we speak. And all of these are designed by the Lord to teach the nations righteou
sness, and serve as final wake-up calls leading up to the final and last judgment, for which no repentance can be made.

At any rate, I hope these answers will satisfy your inquiry. I'll be happy to clarify and expand on this as the Lord permits.
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Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/22 0:44
Quote:
------------------------Amillenialists say that Rev. 20.2-7 is a figurative thousand years, and the millenium is non-existent.
-------------------------

Not so brother. Amillenialism says we are in the millenium now, similar to Postmillenialism. The difference from Postmil i
s that Postmil says there has to be a golden age where the world is largely Christianized before Christ comes back.
The following is one of the main reasons I came to side with Amillenialism: It did not make sense to me that so much of
Revelation is taken to be symbolic by Premillenialists, including other numbers besides the 1000 years of Rev.20, like th
e 24 elders, 24 thrones, 7 spirits, etc. And yet when it comes to the 1000 years they say it has to be taken literally, and t
hey go and make a huge doctrine out of it. To me it seemed like not respecting the apocoliptic symbols and nature of the
entire book.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/22 0:58
Perhaps the numbers used in Revelation, while symbolic in meaning, are quite literal in the actual quantities they repres
ent? Perhaps there are literally 24 elders in heaven, whatever those "elders" might be. Perhaps there are to be 7 seals/
bowls/trumpets. Perhaps 1,000 years is symbolic of something. But at the same time, perhaps there will actually be 1,0
00 years of a geo-political rule of Christ from Jerusalem? While numbers can have symbolic meaning to them, most of t
he times I see such numbers in the Bible, each of those numbers is actually attached to something tangibly numeric. Je
sus fasting for 40 days was no doubt symbolic. But he actually fasted 40 days.
Get my drift?
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/22 1:26
Jimmy, I'm not sure if you are aware of the Amillenial response to your statement. So just in case, here it is:
In Ps.50:10 we are told that God owns the cattle on a thousand hills. Are we to take that literally? Of course not. It simply
means that God owns all the cattle in all the hills. In 1 Chron.16:15 we are told that God made a covenant for a thousand
generations, namely the Abrahamic covenant. Is that literal? No, verse 16 says its an everlasting covenant, so the thous
and is figurative of all generations. The same meaning can be applied to the millenial reign.
Amillenialism argues for comparing Scripture with Scripture, and interpreting obscure passages in light of the clearer on
es. So because a literal thousand year reign of Christ on earth, clearly seems to conflict with much of the rest of Scriptur
e, especially much of the NT, we argue for seeing the thousand years as symbolic of the period between Christ's first an
d second coming.
Re: TimmyJoe - posted by Lysa (), on: 2010/8/22 7:32
TimmyJoe wrote:
What is being spoken of in these scriptures if it is not a pre-trib rapture?
Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come up
on the whole world to test those who live on the earth. Rev. 3:10
-----------------------------I could be wrong but in that particular verse, pre-trib argues the meaning of the word Â“FROMÂ” and post-trib argue the
meaning of the word Â“KEEP.Â” I noticed that a couple of years ago! I was like, Â“How can we agree? WeÂ’re not eve
n arguing over the same thing!!Â”
ItÂ’s a useless debate.
God bless you all,
Lisa
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Re: TimmyJoe 1 more! - posted by Lysa (), on: 2010/8/22 7:41
TimmyJoe wrote:
Again I'm not trying to prove anything, because I'm not 100% sure where I stand yet (pre or post-trib) deffinitely one of th
e two. But thanks for any help on this matter.
--------------------------I am in agreement with what Phanetheus wrote here: Â“i am neither pre-, mid-, nor post- tribulation regarding the resurr
ection (and ascension?) of God's own people.Â”
(edit and re-edit!!!: but "Lysa" does if fact "lean" heavily towards post-trib! I'm sorry Phane, i did not mean to insinuate th
at you were post-trib; it was the way I typed the sentence that made it seem from you. I apologize.)
(edit) And Jimmy's statement: "Personally, most of the people I know who hold to a "pan-tribulational" theology are peopl
e who are willfully ignorant concerning these things, and deliberately ignore the writings of the prophets, and things like t
he book of Revelation."
(edit: I'm (Lysa) listening to his sunday school teaching now)

timmyjoe, I really like the follwing sermon series: (/edit)
On page 15 of Zac PoonenÂ’s audio sermonÂ’s is his (Revelation) series:
http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/
viewcat.php?cid=157&min=280&orderby=titleA&show=20
(Please, remove the Â‘returnÂ’ after /mydownloads/)

2. Another good sermon series to listen to is David PawsonÂ’s Revelations sermons too!!
http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/viewcat.php?cid=528

That is if you really want to know more about the resurrection of Jesus Christ, listen to these!!
God bless you,
Lisa

Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2010/8/22 7:53
hi, now that after all the sharing we now have come to a common agreement and that is that we all disagree.lol no wond
er paul said iknow nothing except Jesus and HIM crucified.that is all you really have to know.jimp
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/8/22 13:50
Quote:
------------------------Jimmy, I'm not sure if you are aware of the Amillenial response to your statement. So just in case, here it is:
-------------------------

Yes, I'm familiar with the response. It's pretty much the same argument that people give for the "long day" theory in Gen
esis regarding creation. "Sometimes a day is not a day," sorta deal. However, in such passages as Psalm 50:10, et. al,
numerical usage is "clearly" (a loaded term, I know) hyperbolic and poetic in function. However, numbers used in apocal
yptic literature, while often being highly symbolic, seem to be very literal in their application. However even with that sai
d, we must be careful not to broad brush and generalize this. But at the same, we should avoid the dangers of the overspiritualization of numbers.
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More often than not, I believe the amil. position spiritualizes away a lot of texts, especially old testament prophecy. So
much so that the texts lose almost all meaning. Even if the 1,000 years depicted in Revelation 20 is symbolic of a long d
uration of time, the geo-political-spiritual reign of Christ from Jerusalem is an event that is demanded of prophecy in both
testaments. Yet it is an event that seems altogether foreign from the amil. position. It shows a misunderstanding of the t
rue nature of the kingdom of God, and ultimately I believe, the Messianic task and mission.
But I will have to hold off on any further comments regarding that for an essay I am presently working on :-)

Re: ORACIO and re: my p.9 post, on: 2010/8/22 14:39
by Oracio on 2010/8/21 20:44:35

Quote:
------------------------Amillenialists say that Rev. 20.2-7 is a figurative thousand years, and the millenium is non-existent.
-------------------------

Not so brother. Amillenialism says we are in the millenium now, similar to Postmillenialism. The difference from Postmil i
s that Postmil says there has to be a golden age where the world is largely Christianized before Christ comes back.
---------------------------------------------------------Oracio,
are you sure that you are not a revised post millenialist? I wondered how my teachers and so many preveiously read bo
oks could be wrong, yet on your word, Wikopedia was checked as a quick refresher, and here is the beginning of the arti
cle:
"Amillennialism (Latin: a- "no" + millennialism) is a view in Christian end-times theology named for its rejection of the the
ory that Jesus Christ will have a thousand-year long, physical reign on the earth. This is in opposition to premillennial an
d some postmillennial views of chapter 20 of the Book of Revelation.
In contrast, the amillennial view holds that the thousand years mentioned in Revelation 20 is a symbolic number, not a lit
eral description; that the millennium has already begun and is identical with the current church age, (or more rarely, that
it ended with the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 Â— see Preterism). Amillennialism holds that while Christ's reign dur
ing the millennium is spiritual in nature, at the end of the church age, Christ will return in final judgment and establish a p
ermanent physical reign.
-----------------------------------------------------------Are you really sure you are an amillenialist?????
Also, what has been recalled from past learnings, in addition to the previous post about amillenialism is that:
- disembodied matyred saint rule with Christ from the 1st century until the one and only return of Jesus Messiah, accordi
ng to Rev. 6.9 and 20.2.
-when Jesus does return, He will judge all mankind, revamp the heavens and earth (I Pet. 3.10-12), and then establish H
is glorious reign foevermore(Rev. 21-22)

FROM THE PREVIOUS POST:
Lysa is right in stating me to be post-trib (per her edit), yet i don't think the end times covered will go a full seven years, a
s in Daniel's last chapter it speak of the person who endures til the 1335th day as blessed, so any time after that Jesus s
hall return.
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As well, it is desired to make clear that the tribulation referred to is the time of Jacob's troubles, and speaks only of the n
ations surrounding Jerusalem for war and the abomination of desolation. The book of Daniel, Revelation, and Jesus' pro
phecies are not only about this "tribulation", but things preceeding it and afterwards.

Shalom,
g
edited: 1 word error and clarity
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2010/8/22 19:10
Quote:
------------------------In contrast, the amillennial view holds that the thousand years mentioned in Revelation 20 is a symbolic number, not a literal description; that the mille
nnium has already begun and is identical with the current church age
-------------------------

Exaclty my point. The millenium has already begun and is identical with the current church age. Many Amillenialists do n
ot like to use the word Amillenial because of its negative canotations. Some use the term "Realized Millenium".
I guess I misunderstood you when you wrote that we believe the millenium is non-existent. For Amillenarians it is non-ex
istent in the sense of a literal physical reign of Christ on earth. In that sense you are right. But we strongly believe in the
spiritual reality of the millenial reign of Christ. Christ clearly said, "But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the k
ingdom of God has come upon you."(Matt.12:28). Christ inaugurated the kingdom of God in His first coming. Anyhow, I
will let you guys share your views. God bless.
Re: - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/8/23 17:48
Thanks for all the replies to my question. I will definitely pray and study more about these things.
Lysa, thanks for the sermons I'll deff try to listen (or read) them when I have time.
Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. Matt. 24:42
One thing we know is that Jesus is coming! May we all be ready!!!
Thanks,
TimmyJoe
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