General Topics :: How do you know God is pleased with you?

How do you know God is pleased with you?, on: 2010/10/4 2:28
I can't turn to church people for answers. they are as christian as the local buddhist temple. But they are masters at pla
ying church.
Re: How do you know God is pleased with you? - posted by jimp, on: 2010/10/4 2:51
hi, i dont know how God feels about you but it is based upon how you love all the other people around you and how you
love Him.jimp
Re: How do you know God is pleased with you? - posted by enid, on: 2010/10/4 7:46
You know when God is pleased with you the same way you know when He isn't.
Romans 8v8, 'So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.'
Re: How do you know God is pleased with you?, on: 2010/10/4 9:18
According to the scriptures, there is only One Man that God is pleased with, that is Christ - "This is my Son in whom I am
well pleased."
If you are in Christ than God is pleased with you just as He is pleased with Christ. If you are not in Christ then you remai
n an enemy of God.
If you are in Christ, then the Spirit of Christ is in you and you are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit. (Romans 8:9)
If the pleasure of God toward you was based upon your love for other people, then you would be seeking His pleasure a
ccording to the works of the law; all the law is summed up in these two commandments - Love God with all that is in you
and love your neighbor as yourself.
The righteousness we lack, cannot come by way of the law but only by faith in Christ.
Look to Christ, God is pleased with Him.
Re: How do you know God is pleased with you? - posted by twayneb (), on: 2010/10/4 9:23
God loves you unconditionally. Irregardless of sin, salvation, holiness, degradation, God loves you. We know this well.
When we were yet sinners God so loved us that He sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
Unfortunately, many of us understand the love of God but are very unsure of His pleasure with us. "God I know you love
me, but are you pleased with me?" We tend to look at God's pleasure toward us much like we look at our own pleasure
with one another, and that is based entirely upon what we do. We have no trouble believing we can be saved by grace,
but have such a difficult time thinking that God's pleasure with us is on the same basis.
God's pleasure with me is not based on my performance. It is based on who I am. I am a child of God. I have been bor
n again. I have entered into intimate relationship with God through Christ. I am a totally new creation. It is by that factor
that God is pleased with me and no other.
This is not to say that God takes pleasure in my actions when I get over into the flesh and walk in a way that is contrary t
o God. But being pleased with my actions and being pleased with me are two different things. God loves those who are
not His children and desires that they come to Him. God takes pleasure in His children and desired that they grow up int
o maturity and walk in victory over sin, following hard after Him.
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Re: How do you know God is pleased with you? - posted by sojourner7 (), on: 2010/10/4 10:14
GOD is pleased with those who
desire HIS presence, hunger for
HIS Word, those who seek HIS
kingdom and HIS righteousness,
those who love one another.
Re: - posted by Benjamin7 (), on: 2010/10/4 10:25
Psa 41:11 By this I know that thou favourest me, because mine enemy doth not triumph over me.

Re: , on: 2010/10/4 10:26
How do i know?
He disciplines me more and more all the time.
Makes me realize i'm not the bastard i think i am sometimes.

God Bless,
gregg
Re: How do you know God is pleased with you?, on: 2010/10/4 10:51
If we look to ourselves to find a basis for God's pleasure toward us, we will experience no lasting pleasure from God. Go
d will not allow it.
Look to Christ.
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/10/4 11:48
I suggest you concentrate on learning to know God and then see what happens and what questions will come!
Re: How do you know God is pleased with you?, on: 2010/10/4 12:41
Quote:
-------------------------How do you know God is pleased with you?
-------------------------

How saith your conscience?
Do you hate anyone?, is there envy, strife, bitterness etc..?
Have you spoken ill towards your nieghbour in whom we are commanded to love?
These have nothing to do with being in right standing before God, but the question is not about our salvation, the questio
n is how do you know if God is pleased with you?
If your conscience is clear, I'd say He's pretty pleased with you.
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Re: How do you know God is pleased with you? - posted by angela_888, on: 2010/10/4 17:06
The best way to know if God is pleased with you is to read the verses in the gospels that weigh your heart and challenge
you to walk in the commands of Jesus Christ. Chapters 5,6 and 7 of Matthews gospel,together with chapters 2 and 3 of t
he book of Revelation,are probably the best to weigh your heart and to show you if you are pleasing to God.
Angela_888

Re: How do you know God is pleased with you? - posted by RainMan, on: 2010/10/6 11:06
i know he is pleased when....
1 . I seek his word and commandments diligently and obey them and teach others to do also. (He know i love him beca
use i obey him)
2. when i believe every word he speaks whether its rational to me or not. (I believe that he is and his word is)
3. When i have a humble and contrite heart. (I recognize the work the blood of jesus has done for me and others regardl
ess of what things seem like)
4. when he asks the devil "have you considered my servant rainman" (All hell seems like its breaking lose)
5. When i love the lord and hate every evil and perverse way of this world.
6.When i search for and minister to his lost sheep. (Havent done much of that lately i wouldnt know which church to sen
d them to)
7. When i sow my best 24 hour miracle seed and in 24 hrs i receive a Â£24,000 harvest (okay maybe not)

Re: Re: How do you know God is pleased with you?, on: 2010/10/6 13:02
At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. John 14:20
How do you know?
He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me SHALL BE LOVED of
my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. John 14:21
For the Father Himself loveth you, BECAUSE ye have loved Me, and have believed that I came out from God. John 16:2
7
The Lord tells us how to be loved by He and His Father.
Jesus answered and said unto him, IF, IF, IF a man love me, HE WILL, WILL, WILL keep my words: and my Father WIL
L LOVE HIM, and WE WILL come unto him, and make our abode with him. John 14:23
He that hath my commandments, and KEEPETH THEM, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me SHALL BE loved
of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. John 14:21
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Re: - posted by knitefall, on: 2010/10/6 17:40
OH MAN- THAT'S FLESH
we are a keeper of His commands because He now dwells in us. God found a LEGAL way to dwell in an earthly sinful v
essel.
Make no mistake- you cannot keep anything on your own. It is impossible in and of yourselves.
please don't let people tell you that you are now able to keep the law since you are Saved. That's what got many in troub
le in the epistles. Setting yourself up for failure is what that is.
Once you figure out that you cannot keep law, then what? You be discouraged and give up the Faith? Because let me te
ll you, many are in that boat right now and have no clue why.
Re: , on: 2010/10/6 19:39
knitefall,
Not too clear who you are speaking about. But, I agree. We are not to try to keep the letter of the law. Cannot be done. T
he Spirit replaced the Law for Believers and now we serve in newness of spirit. We walk by the Spirit and not by the fles
h. His law has been written in our hearts.
Jer 31:33, Heb 8:10, Heb 10:16
Romans 7:6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; hat we should serve in newn
ess of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.
The law is alive and will not die, so we had to die so that we could be free to marry another and now walk in newness of
life and serve in newness of spirit.
Rom 6:4 Therefore we are buried with Him in baptism into death: THAT like as Christ was raised up from the dead by th
e glory of the Father, even so we ALSO should walk in newness of life.
We not the law are the dying party. This death dissolves our "marriage" obligation to the law leaving us at liberty to contr
act a new relationship, to be joined to the Risen Lord, for spiritual fruitfulness.
Many expositors say the law died, but that is not what the Word is saying.
Romans 7:4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be marri
ed to another, even to Him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.

With all of that said, I hope you agree that we now have a WALK to walk. In other words, we are to WALK according to t
he Spirit and not according to the Flesh. It is not automatic, but must be purposeful and cannot be done apart from Chris
t, without abiding in Him.
Gal 2:14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before the
m all, If thou being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles t
o live as do the Jews?
And Eph 2:2, Col 3:7, 1 Pet 4:3 and
1 Jn 2:6
He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.
There is a walk now that we must walk. It is called the Walk of Sanctification. Be ye holy for I am holy.
It's not enough that 25 years ago we walked the aisle and got our ticket punched. Is our faith active and real? How are w
e today, 25 years later?
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Not a popular topic to bring up these days.

Re: , on: 2010/10/6 20:47
Quote:
-------------------------According to the scriptures, there is only One Man that God is pleased with, that is Christ - "This is my Son in whom I am well pleas
ed."
If you are in Christ than God is pleased with you just as He is pleased with Christ. If you are not in Christ then you remain an enemy of God.
If you are in Christ, then the Spirit of Christ is in you and you are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit. (Romans 8:9)
If the pleasure of God toward you was based upon your love for other people, then you would be seeking His pleasure according to the works of the la
w; all the law is summed up in these two commandments - Love God with all that is in you and love your neighbor as yourself.
The righteousness we lack, cannot come by way of the law but only by faith in Christ.
Look to Christ, God is pleased with Him.
-------------------------

Absolutely right! The scriptures I quoted have to do with the evidence of our love for Him, but Mahoney addresses the ex
act title of this thread better. "How do you know if God is pleased with you"? Apart from Christ, He is not pleased. He is
only pleased with His Son. We must be in Him.
Look to Him continually. The simplicity of Christ.
Re: How do you know God is pleased with you?, on: 2010/10/21 10:30
Hi codek,
I would suggest, by the sweetness of fellowship you have with Him privately.
Mahoney suggested
Quote:
-------------------------If the pleasure of God toward you was based upon your love for other people, then you would be seeking His pleasure according to
the works of the law; all the law is summed up in these two commandments - Love God with all that is in you and love your neighbor as yourself.
-------------------------

This may indeed be summed up in the two commandments you've listed, but Jesus added one to that in John 15: 'Love
one another'.
Further, John expounds in detail in his first epistle:
1 John 2:9 He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. 10 He that loveth his br
other abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. 11 But he that hateth his brother is in darknes
s, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.
1 John 3:10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is
not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.
1 John 3:12 Not as Cain, was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own
works were evil, and his brother's righteous.
1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not broth
er abideth in death. 15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abid
ing in him.
17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels from him, how dwell
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eth the love of God in him?
1 John 4: 7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth G
od. 8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, becaus
e that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we love
d God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought als
o to love one another. 12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love i
s perfected in us. 13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. 14 An
d we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son the Saviour of the world. 15 Whosoever shall confess that
Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God h
ath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 17 Herein is our love made perfect,
that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.
1 John 4:20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath
seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth
God love his brother also.
1 John 5:16 If any man see his brother sin a sin not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin
not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.

It seems plain that we MUST love one another. This is not a work of the law, but of the grace which changes us from ha
ving our own (self-)righteousness, to having the righteousness of Christ. It forces us to relinquish all our reasonings, an
d concentrate on living THROUGH HIM, having no other agenda than His. I'm speaking to myself here.
John 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please hi
m.
Hebrews 13:16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

KNOWING that God is 'pleased' seems to work on a loop which starts with our obedience to Him, ratified by the continui
ng supply of His Spirit as we share His life with others.
Philippians 1: '... Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 19 For I know that this shall turn to m
y salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 According to my earnest expectation an
d hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, now also Christ shall be magnified in my b
ody, whether by life, or by death. 21 For to me to live Christ, and to die gain.

Re: , on: 2010/10/21 12:22
If we are IN HIM, He is pleased with us.
Take some time to study what "IN HIM" means. Here are a few verses to give you a headstart. IN HIM is where you wan
t to be. This is the true work of God in your life.
1Jn 2:5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: HEREBY KNOW WE THAT WE ARE IN
HIM.
Php 3:9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith
of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
Col 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye IN HIM:
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Col 2:7 Rooted and built up IN HIM, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgi
ving.
Col 2:10 And ye are complete IN HIM, which is the head of all principality and power:
1Jn 3:24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth IN HIM, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth
in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/10/24 18:30
Quote:
-------------------------It seems plain that we MUST love one another. This is not a work of the law, but of the grace which changes us from having our ow
n (self-)righteousness, to having the righteousness of Christ. It forces us to relinquish all our reasonings, and concentrate on living THROUGH HIM, ha
ving no other agenda than His.
-------------------------

AMEN! and it is a life-long process. One that requires a daily dying to self so the Holy Spirit can live and operate through
us, using our bodies to His honor and glory!
ginnyrose
Re: , on: 2010/10/24 19:02
Yep, one is born-again in a minute, but it takes a lifetime to make a Son.
Re: How do you know God is pleased with you?, on: 2010/10/24 20:06

Hi Pilgrim
Quote:
-------------------------but it takes a lifetime to make a Son.
-------------------------

I've heard this preached, but where is it in scripture?
Apart from looking at the progression through Jesus' life from babyhood to manhood, ministry and death, where growing
maturity is inevitable, and using snapshots from the Old Testament, where under the New Covenant is that hypothesis s
hown to be true for us?
I'm interested, because it's not how I understand the gift of the Holy Spirit to be.
Re: , on: 2010/10/24 20:44
A son is an heir. We have been adopted into the family of God and have been made sons because of Christ. To be Born
-Again is to have the Spirit of the Risen and exalted Christ living inside of us. We now call God "Abba Father". This is our
inheritance. Only sons call God Abba Father.
Re: , on: 2010/10/24 22:49
What I mean when I say it "takes a lifetime to make a son", is that it takes a lifetime to bring one to maturity, to yieldness
to the Lord. Yes, we are sons when we are born-again. Then comes a lifetime of God's dealings in our lives to mature us
and conform us to the image of Christ.
I like this quote by Oliver Peng and I understand exactly what he is saying.
"Sonship is not an instantaneous thing. It takes both time and
travail. Someone said very well, Â“The conversion of sinners takes a
moment; the construction of saints takes a lifetime.Â” Sonship requires a
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lifetime. A son is not formed miraculously; it takes both time and
tribulation."

Re: - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2010/10/24 23:17
Quote:
-------------------------I've heard this preached, but where is it in scripture?
-------------------------

I believe it is in scripture but we need to have a biblical concept of adoption and sonship. Ancient Eastern customs differ
from our Western concepts.
In Eastern lands it was common for a noble-father to submit his infant son to child training by a trusted household servan
t. This was possible because many servants were captives from civilized nations and were educated and qualified to ser
ve as a pedagogue, or child-trainer. The child was entrusted into such a child-trainer's care until they would come of age
.
During this time the child was no different than a servant even though he was heir apparent. During this long time of trai
ning it was the tutor's job to teach the child the ways, purposes, and spirit of the father of the family. Finally at around fou
rteen to sixteen years of age the child came into all his rights as a son and a formal ceremony was held, this ceremony
was called adoption. The adopted son was the father's own child; he was not from another family as we understand ado
ption in the West.
So from Romans 8 we can see four aspects of sonship;
1) We receive and walk in the Spirit (V. 14,16)
2) The Spirit of adoption comes to us as the indwelling trainer (v.15)
3) We await the unveiling or manifestation of the sons of God (v.19)
4) Full sonship or adoption comes when we receive our heavenly house from above. (v.23)
In Christ,
Ron
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/10/24 23:26
Quote:
-------------------------I've heard this preached, but where is it in scripture?
-------------------------

This verse indicates that it is a process:
"But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit." 2Corinthians 3:18 NASB
Here is another:
I affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 1Corinthians 15:31 NASB
These are the scriptures that come to my mind in answer to this question.
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Re: , on: 2010/10/24 23:57
The original question was, " How do you know God is pleased with you?"
While I completely and totally agree that all christians are in a "process" of being conformed into the image of Christ, that
does not negate the fact that we are already sons. Even Miss ginnyrose is a son because "son", in that context, does not
mean a male or a boy, but it means an heir. Like the "firstborn son" we are heirs to our Father's inheritance because we
are in Christ. And in Christ, there is neither Jew, nor Greek, nor male, nor female. He is the First Born of the New Creati
on, and all believers are in Him. That really is what the whole book of Galatians is about.
To be like Him, to be conformed into His image is our inheritance. When we see Him, we shall be like Him. Again, I agre
e, we are being changed into His image, we are in a process, but we are in that process because we are already sons.
We have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise unto the day of redemption (when even our fleshly bodies will be gl
orified) and the Holy Spirit is the earnest, the downpayment of our inheritance. We are already seated with Him in heave
nly places. In a sense, we are already home with Him because He lives in us as the ascended victorious Christ. Its done
!
So back to the original question, " How do you know God is pleased with you?"
Look to Christ. Look up for our redemption draweth nigh!
Re: How do you know God is pleased with you? - posted by Josef83, on: 2010/10/25 1:49
we are all like the Friends of Job.
Lets be honest and reply I dont know if we dont know :-)

Re: How do you know God is pleased with you? - posted by HappyTrials, on: 2010/10/25 2:39
Rev 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and FOR
THY PLEASURE they are and were created.
The words "for Thy pleasure" in the Greek actually mean "IT PLEASED GOD TO CREATE" In other words, it made Him
happy to create YOU!
Therefore, It pleased God to create YOU....He had you in His mind before He created the foundations of the earth!
AND THERE IS THIS VERSE:
Hbr 11:6 But without faith impossible to please : for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and he is a rewarde
r of them that diligently seek him.
God makes it VERY SIMPLE....It is man that makes it complicated.
The definition of FAITH in the Greek and Hebrew is:
to depend upon fully; to believe; to trust; to put confidence in
GOD LOVES YOU....HIS ONLY MOTIVE IN EVERYTHING HE DOES IS PERFECT LOVE.....HOLINESS IS PERFECT
LOVE
Re: , on: 2010/10/25 9:14
There is nothing we can do to please God except this one thing and we will be judged on it alone. Did we believe on the
name of the Son of God, Jesus, His only Son. Did we trust in Him for our righteousness. Was our faith, the kind of faith t
hat Abraham had. That was accounted to us for righteousness?
This "belief" is knowing Him, trusting in Him and relying on Him in ALL things, giving Him 100% of our heart.
He will either "know us" or He will say, "I never knew you".
That's it! The question should not be, "Is God pleased with me", because that is thinking of self. The question should be,
"How do I please God?" Look to Jesus and only Jesus.
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I like this quote by Oliver Peng and I understand exactly what he is saying.
"Sonship is not an instantaneous thing. It takes both time and
travail. Someone said very well, Â“The conversion of sinners takes a
moment; the construction of saints takes a lifetime.Â” Sonship requires a
lifetime. A son is not formed miraculously; it takes both time and
tribulation."
He is talking about the experiential process of sanctification. Walking out our walk and learning from God's dealings in o
ur life to be yielded and obedient.

Re: How do you know God is pleased with you?, on: 2010/10/25 18:06
Hi all,
I feel I need to say something, because of all the replies to my question, but, I have to do some research into 'sons of Go
d' in a message I heard some years ago (which I've posted here in the past), which made a great impression on me. I w
ill make bring a short transcript, to discuss further.
Briefly, I am much with Mahoney, but I also understand the charge to become mature. However, I suspect that if anyon
e suggested to you that your boy children are not really 'sons', simply because they're not grown-up yet, you would laug
h out loud. However, no-one would want to 'own' a delinquent son, and certainly would not want to leave him an inherita
nce, so I do 'get' that aspect also.
Ron, I would suggest that the redemption of the body (the buying back of the body) has already happened. In the great
15th chapter of 1 Corinthians, is there any hint at all, that Paul links the resurrection of the body with FINALLY being 'ad
opted'? I don't think so. Thus, not only the interpretation of v 23, but also of v 19 doesn't really ring true for me - in the S
pirit. To reach maturity, is a lot to do with being renewed in the spirit of our minds, and also, of allowing the Holy Spirit to
help us mortify the flesh, but, doesn't Paul speak elsewhere of these in other terms? Those of putting off the old man, a
nd putting on the new man?
Pilgrim, I would be grateful if you would kindly read a post I made this evening in Predestination and Free Will on p7, last
. As I was writing it, it seemed appropriate here also, and I think you will see how. (On SI we are requested not to copy
whole posts over between threads.) Many thanks.
ginnyrose, I used the verse from 2 Cor 3 in the post I mentioned to Pilgrim. I also mention the mortification of the flesh,
but because of the other thread's title, the angle is necessarily different. Please read it if you are interested.

Re: , on: 2010/10/25 22:55
Alive-to-God, my apologies for talking about spiritual maturity and thoughtlessly changing the thrust of this thread, on "H
ow Do I Know That God is Pleased with Me?"
There have been many good replies to your question, which all Believers want to know at some time or other.
I have one last thing to offer to the discussion that just came to my mind. Jesus was talking to the Pharisees and said thi
s to them.
John 5:38-44
And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not.
Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.
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And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.
I receive not honour from men.
But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you.
I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.
How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?

From this I see several things that help me.
If you come to Jesus and His Word Abides in you, you will be perfected in Love, not seeking the honor of man but the ho
nor that only comes from God.
Jesus, once again is trying to lead the Pharisees out of darkness but they will not be led out. He is trying to tell them wha
t God is pleased with. How ironic and tragic, that we can spend our entire lives searching the scriptures, and being hono
red by men as Dr. Spiritualness who has all the answers and then end up in hell. Let's make sure we don't wake up one
day to this irony.
Thanks and again, my apologies.
Blessings in Jesus, Pilgrim
Re: - posted by mguldner (), on: 2010/10/26 1:31
I am pretty sure Micaah 6:8 tells us what is required of us or what the Lord views as Good.
"He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy an
d to walk humbly with your God."
Ultimately if you are in Christ you are infinitely accepted into the family of God.
Re: , on: 2010/10/26 11:30
Yes, Micah is a good one, too. All these answers really illustrate that we need the whole counsel of God, not just a part o
f it.
Re: - posted by elected (), on: 2010/10/26 11:30

Quote:
-------------------------Â“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide i
n me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. J
ohn 15. 1-5
-------------------------

1. I Abiding in Christ
2. Christ abiding in me
3. Result: I will bear much fruit
Pleasing God is a matter of knowing Christ in a personal intimate relationship and loving him with all of our hearts.
Christianity is about a relationship with God. The greater our love for God and our neighbor, the better pleased is God wi
th us. One word love is the secret and one person Christ makes all the difference in us.
Salvation is by grace thru faith but to be a disciple there is an IF, a term or condition to be fulfilled if we really want to giv
e glory to God with our life and bear fruit. The sermon on the mount is a good standard to see whether we are pleasing o
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r displeasing God.
If we walk in the Spirit in the way of love than im pleasing to God : "Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast;
it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing,
but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things."
Work your faith by love and speak the truth in love.
Blessings
Redi

Re: How do you know God is pleased with you?, on: 2010/10/27 13:45
Hello Pilgrim,
Sorry to take so long to acknowledge your comments to me. I appreciate them.

Quote:
-------------------------Jesus, once again is trying to lead the Pharisees out of darkness but they will not be led out. He is trying to tell them what God is pl
eased with. How ironic and tragic, that we can spend our entire lives searching the scriptures, and being honored by men as Dr. Spiritualness who has
all the answers and then end up in hell. Let's make sure we don't wake up one day to this irony.
-------------------------

This is very sobering, every time it is brought into relief by real time events.
I hope codek will come back and share if he has been encouraged or confirmed in what was on his mind when he poste
d the thread. It's been a blessing to fellowship here.
Re: , on: 2010/10/28 4:19
Thank you so much for posting here and spending time to answer my questions.

I'm sorry I've been away as I have a lot on my mind over the last year. I am reading this post right and will post a reply t
oday
Thank you Alive to God
Re: , on: 2010/10/28 4:30
Quote:
-------------------------Yes, Micah is a good one, too. All these answers really illustrate that we need the whole counsel of God, not just a part of it
-------------------------

I agree with you. That is precisely why I asked because I couldn't just answer it in one way. This question encompasse
s so many things.
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Re: , on: 2010/11/16 7:17
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD.
Re: How do you know God is pleased with you?, on: 2010/11/16 7:25

Hi codek,
Thanks for bringing this thread back, as I couldn't remember where I should post about 'sons of God'. However, your
latest post provokes this response from me.

WITHOUT FAITH
'IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD'.

(Heb 11:6)

Romans 1
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek. Romans
17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

Re: , on: 2010/11/16 15:01
Christianity is the hardest thing in the world. It is also the most confusing thing.
I don't have faith like Abraham when he was willing to sacrifice Isaac. And personally I think God was being very mean f
or wanting Abe to have that kind of faith.
It feels like God is messing with our head and wanting us to have faith in impossible situations just for His kicks. I'm sick
of living by faith and having nothing happen and basically committing a slow and painful social/financial suicide for His s
ake. After decades of following Him, He doesn't even tell me why He puts me through all this suffering.
I can take the suffering but I can't take Him not telling me why I suffer. He could've told me what was going to happen lik
e a good parent would but He knew the traps in my life and let them happen and SAID NOTHING ABOUT THEM.
I started this thread because I thought maybe God was mad at me and that is why God never says a word but I follow G
od way more than other people. It's not that I'm self righteous but I have always sought God and sacrificed for Him(i kno
w this because I bore social/financial consequences for His sake and this is why I'm so hurt and angry)but now I'm older
and wiser and I don't feel like suffering anymore.
I CAN'T TAKE IT ANYMORE.
I can't stand how messed up the modern church is. (Excuse my language, it is only said to express the level of frustratio
n) The church is so hypocritical and when you say anything, you are shut down and socially outcasted. And I'm saying t
his because we are dying and if this keeps happening, we are headed straight for Hell. The church is for the pleasure of
people, not God(humanism). NO ONE CARES. NO ONE LOVES GOD OR HIS PEOPLE. IT'S SURFACEY.
THERE IS NO TRANSPARENCY, NO ACCOUNTABILITY, NO REPENTANCE AND MORE IMPORTANTLY NO LOVE.
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For example, everyone is affected by lust, porn, etc but it is never talked about at church. There is a stat that says 50%
pastors watch porn but at church the underlying message is that if you suffer from watching porn, you are weak and a lo
ser because supposedly lust is SO EASY TO OVERCOME.
Was it so EASY to overcome for David when he saw Batsheeba? This is a man after God's own heart. NO. Lust is one
of the most powerful sin. Yet all we do at church is pretend we're perfect on the outside and yet don't fight this sin. If we
even bring up this subject, we are ostracized.
I tell you what. Satan has a good system set up at church. We are perfect on the outside like the Pharisees and we cont
inue to sin because we don't know how to fight sin. It is socially unacceptable to talk about sin. So we all live this life alo
ne and not as a community. So at church, the underlying message is to be more fake. It's just like this world.
Tiger Woods did not mess up by sleeping around with countless women. He messed up because he got CAUGHT. So
the rule is do whatever evil you like, just don't get caught but you have to maintain that CLEAN IMAGE. That is key.
Where have I seen this before? hmmmm. oh yeah.... at all the churches I've been to. My best friend said this in college
when I was frustrated with the same things as I am now. "There is no difference between chrisitans and non-christians...
.. none."
I'm sick of standing up for the truth and getting my face bashed in. Losing friends, losing girlfriends, being ostracized. A
nd most of all, I feel abandoned by God. He doesn't say anything. He just says go in there and get your face bashed in
or you are going to hell.
Re: How do you know God is pleased with you?, on: 2010/11/16 16:17
Quote:
-------------------------I tell you what. Satan has a good system set up at church. We are perfect on the outside like the Pharisees and we continue to sin b
ecause we don't know how to fight sin. It is socially unacceptable to talk about sin. So we all live this life alone and not as a community. So at church, t
he underlying message is to be more fake. It's just like this world.
-------------------------

It's called hypocrisy.
Or, it's because the whole gospel is not being preached in such a way that the individuals who do actually attend (your)
church, can take their rubbish to the cross and leave it there, while true worship is setting them free to do so, on a weekl
y basis. We ALL need our feet washed.

Does it matter which sins people are struggling with? Probably it does, because although there is a universal spiritual a
nswer, the practical outworking of being dead to sin, looks very different from individual to individual and often there are
differences of circumstances which mean no two people in their situations are identical.
It seems to me that your 'righteous' spirit is being 'vexed' by the evil around you. Isn't this something like 'the contradicti
on of sinners' which Christ endured? (Heb 12:4) Even, when we obey Him, are we not still unprofitable servants?
You said 'we don't know how to fight sin', but the Bible tells us to reckon ourselves dead. I think you have a point, thoug
h, that there is a continuous war of attrition against the saints in this generation, which must not overcome us with self-pi
ty.
Weary as we may feel with well-doing, we must see 'well-doing' as a major part of being followers of Christ.
Heb 13:12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 13 Th
erefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 14 For here we have no continuing city, but we s
eek the one to come. 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips,
giving thanks to His name. 16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.
17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account
. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.
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We are all temptable, but this is not in itself a manifestation of sin. Only yielding to temptation is sin. The resisting of te
mptation may be a very messy business, but not only must we prove to ourselves where our heart is, but also to God, an
d those who watch to see how we show creation that we are sons of God.
In respect to these matters, I have a small number of verses which have brought me through many battles, not all of whi
ch I won at first. They help me to galvanise my mind into an attitude of believing that God believes His word, and will ke
ep it in my experience, if I just hang on to them (Him).
I could share them if you like, but it's more important that you yourself find meaning in being faithful to God's word, and
make your own complaints to Him, and let Him speak to you in the ways HE knows will be most help to you.

If you're looking for a pat on the back for doing the right thing, in this life, I'm not sure it's going to come just because you
're feeling martyred about it. This IS the trial of our faith, which is more precious than gold. No cross, no crown. (That is,
no VICTOR's crown).
Maybe none of this is helpful, and it sounds like I don't have an ounce of sympathy, but, there are some pains we cannot
spare one another. They are part of growing, and being, 'in Christ'.

About God's silence, Oswald Chambers had this to say.

AFTER GOD'S SILENCE - WHAT? (11th October)

"When He had heard therefore that he was sick, He abode two days in the same place where he was." John 11:6

Has God trusted you with a silence - a silence that is big with meaning? God's silences are His answers. Think of those
days of absolute silence in the home at Bethany! Is there anything analogous to those days in your life? Can God trust y
ou like that, or are you still asking for a visible answer? God will give you the blessings you ask if you will not go any furt
her without them; but His silence is the sign that He is bringing you into a marvellous understanding of Himself. Are you
mourning before God because you have not had an audible response? You will find that God has trusted you in the mos
t intimate way possible, with an absolute silence, not of despair, but of pleasure, because He saw that you could stand a
bigger revelation. If God has given you a silence, praise Him, He is bringing you into the great run of His purposes. The
manifestation of the answer in time is a matter of God's sovereignty. Time is nothing to God. For a while you said - "I ask
ed God to give me bread, and He gave me a stone." He did not, and to-day you find He gave you the bread of life.
A wonderful thing about God's silence is that the contagion of His stillness gets into you and you become perfectly confid
ent - "I know God has heard me." His silence is the proof that He has. As long as you have the idea that God will bless y
ou in answer to prayer, He will do it, but He will never give you the grace of silence. If Jesus Christ is bringing you into th
e understanding that prayer is for the glorifying of His Father, He will give you the first sign of His intimacy - silence.

Re: - posted by terrybob (), on: 2010/11/16 16:24
My dear brother Codek my heart goes out to you after reading your last post - you are not alone some of us have been t
here and come through the pain, loss and frustration into the light.
Deep peace in my heart assures me that God is pleased with where I am at this moment in time - when I lose it I know t
hings are wrong.
Anything, anything at all that gets between me and the Lord Jesus is sin - so I come to the foot of the cross and ask the
Lord to show me what is between us - within my conciousness I am aware of what it is, the remedy is sometimes is very,
very hard to do, we confess it to Him, often with tears and His peace returns and is made firm when I ask others for their
forgiveness of me.
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The things that get in the way of my walk with the Lord can be and have been things that are in themselves good. Thing
s like, the church fellowship, work, home, money transactions, in fact anything that takes first place in my life in stead of t
he Lord Jesus.
The test is, "Is the Lord Jesus in the centre of this..?"
This is hard to do, it is all about bending the neck to the Lord, Christ not I.
There is much more that could be said about churches and attitudes of others who attend, but not now.
I know you are hurting, badly, and just want you to know that you are being lifted up before the Lord that He will speak to
your heart in ways that only you will know.
God bless and grant you His peace.
Terry

Re: , on: 2010/11/16 16:52
Codek,
I haven't read anyone else's posts, so I don't know if they have said this, but.....go have it out with God bro. Find a place
where you can scream your head off and ask Him every question you have. Get off this website.....honestly, there is not
a person on this forum that can help you. Find a place in the woods or go for a drive and just have it out with God.

Re: - posted by Renoncer, on: 2010/11/16 19:59
Codek,
The reason you are suffering so much lays in this truth: "Obedience is better than sacrifice." (1Samuel 15:22)
The problem is that you have been looking at this the wrong way. God does not require you to sacrifice for Him; He has
done that for you. All that God desires is a contrite heart. (Psalm 51:17)
Stop trying to fit in a particular mold. Stop trying to make yourself worthy. Instead, just surrender to His love. Surrender t
o His sanctifying Spirit. Surrender to His mercy. Surrender to His control. Surrender to His will. Surrender to Christ Jesus
, the author and perfecter of your faith. Surrender out of love, not out of obligation. If love doesnÂ’t compel you to follow
Him, then by all means ask God to show you His love for you in Christ Jesus!
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which cl
ings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right h
and of the throne of God. Consider Him who endured from sinners such hostility against Himself, so that you may not gr
ow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And
have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one He loves, and chastises every son whom He recei
ves." (Hebrews 12:1-6)
Which way will it be? The way of love, or the way of bitterness?
May God bless you as you seek His face and meditate upon His sacrificial love.
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In Christ Jesus,
Renoncer

Re: , on: 2010/11/17 2:12
Thanks Mahoney for the suggestion and it usually does help. But for me, these days, no lasting change occurs. It helps
me feel better for that moment especially when I weep but then the next day there is no clear direction, no clear answer,
no vision, no nothing really.
And you know what, I guess that's how you feel God's love, when you weep. How else do you feel His Love.
I tried that. I screamed til I lost my voice. I was banging against walls and doing whatever I can.
I weeped and still there was no lasting answer.
I don't know maybe I just need to suffer some more and wait on God's timing. Maybe I'm just suppose to suffer now?
Re: , on: 2010/11/17 2:22
Quote:
-------------------------Stop trying to fit in a particular mold. Stop trying to make yourself worthy. Instead, just surrender to His love. Surrender to His sancti
fying Spirit. Surrender to His mercy. Surrender to His control. Surrender to His will. Surrender to Christ Jesus, the author and perfecter of your faith. Su
rrender out of love, not out of obligation. If love doesnÂ’t compel you to follow Him, then by all means ask God to show you His love for you in Christ J
esus!
-------------------------

Renouncer, I'm with you. That's what I'm trying to do. I'm trying to have a relationship with this guy that doesn't seem to
say much. And now since I've been hurt so many times, I can't trust Him. I sometimes question if He is even there now.
It's really messed up and I'm going crazy.
Everything I do is an act of surrender. When I give something up for Him, I surrender. When I fight for the right things a
nd not the things that will make me popular, I surrender.
This part is really confusing to me.

Re: , on: 2010/11/17 2:38
First off, I want to thank you AliveToGod because you have followed this thread from the beginning. A lot of times, I
didn't really respond because I didn't know how and my thoughts changed but thank you brother for taking time out to
write these posts and I have read all of them.

Quote:
-------------------------It's called hypocrisy. Or, it's because the whole gospel is not being preached in such a way that the individuals who do actually atte
nd (your) church, can take their rubbish to the cross and leave it there, while true worship is setting them free to do so, on a weekly basis. We ALL nee
d our feet washed.
-------------------------

I agree with you but I'm not asking for perfection. I just ask that people TRY TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT. I don't care if you
are on drugs, drug dealer, prostitutes or whatever. I just want people TRYING TO SEEK GOD AND GET BETTER. I do
n't really see that. I don't really have an example of one person like that in my life. Everyone is just struggling to survive
in this crazy world.

Quote:
-------------------------Maybe none of this is helpful, and it sounds like I don't have an ounce of sympathy, but, there are some pains we cannot spare one
another. They are part of growing, and being, 'in Christ'.
-------------------------
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Just speak truth brother. Don't sugarcoat anything. If I'm being a whiny loser then just tell me. If I'm being arrogant, the
n tell me. I like it when people are direct with me.
"The TRUTH shall set you free."
About the silence thing at the end. I'm not quite sure what you are getting at. I will reread and go from there.
all in all, I feel alone, like God is very displeased with me, like He has abandoned me, but it's not really sin, there isn't a p
articular sin that is causing this I don't think and I prayed about it too.
I just don't know what is going on now.
Re: - posted by Renoncer, on: 2010/11/17 8:48
Codek,
You are confusing surrender and sacrifice, as many people are. Meditate on the truth that obedience is better than sacrif
ice. This is the key to get you out of this dark place.
The truth is that God is speaking to you, right now. Yes, it may not be through an unusual revelation, or a voice coming d
own from heaven, or lightning and thunder... It may be through his servant. It definitely is through His Word, the Bible. Y
ou say you do not know why God is making you suffer so much... I say this is a lie from the mouth of the deceiver. The tr
uth is that God has spoken much on this issue.
Read Hebrews 12:1-6, Romans 8:18-39, James 1:2-4, 1 Peter 1:6-7, Romans 5:3-6. Read the Psalms and see how muc
h it speaks about suffering. Be encouraged by Psalm 139.
This is not a matter of silence. It is a matter of faith.
I pray that God would strengthen you and open the eyes of your heart, that you may see the riches of His glorious inherit
ance, the hope to which He has called you, and His tremendous power to those who believe. His love does not fail, even
in the storm.
In sincere love,
Renoncer
Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2010/11/17 10:35
codek: Dear brother, I obviously don't know you and must reply based on what you have said, but the things you have
said seem telling to me, and I would like to encourage you.

Quote:
-------------------------I started this thread because I thought maybe God was mad at me and that is why God never says a word but I follow God way mor
e than other people. It's not that I'm self righteous but I have always sought God and sacrificed for Him(i know this because I bore social/financial cons
equences for His sake and this is why I'm so hurt and angry)but now I'm older and wiser and I don't feel like suffering anymore.
-------------------------

You have said a lot in your posts about following God, obeying God, serving God, and sacrificing for God, but I have yet
to hear you speak of KNOWING God. God is not really very interested in your service or your sacrifice. His desire is to
know you in a very personal and intimate way. In Philippians 3, Paul give his spiritual pedigree. He "served, obeyed, sa
crificed, followed" God or at least thought he was more diligently and zealously than any other. But Paul had to consider
it all dung and lay it down so "that I might KNOW Him..." Phil. 3:10. It all begins with intimate relationship and it all must
flow out of that place. If God has your heart in intimate love and relationship, your obedience and service will be a natur
al outflow of that relationship and will be a joy, not a struggle. Faith proceeds from knowledge. I don't have a lot of faith
in people that I have not intimate knowledge of. Faith is based on knowledge (Rom. 10:17) and works by love (Gal. 5:6).

Please don't misunderstand what I am about to say. Jesus called the Pharisees whitewashed tombs because they purifi
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ed the outside of the vessel, but inwardly were full of dead men's bones. Their relationship to God was based on what t
hey "did", not on a personal and intimate relationship. I am NOT calling you a Pharisee so I don't want you to misunders
tand why I use that example. I use it because it helps us see that sometimes we can get into a type of spiritual mentality
where we think, "God, look at all the things I am doing for You and giving up for You and what have you given me in retu
rn?" It is a works based mentality just as sure as the Pharisees were under the law (a works based, performance driven
mentality toward God). The problem is that it is not only the "hypocrits" at church that do this. I am often tempted to slip
back under this mentality and think that I am somehow going to earn something from God by my performance.
God desires for you to be a son, not a servant. (Romans 8:15, Gal. 4:6) Servants are always looking at their own perfor
mance and their own reward. They get rewards based on how well they serve. They are jealous if another servant see
ms to be rewarded better than them. Sons have the father AS their reward. All that belongs to the Father belongs to the
m because they are sons, heirs, joint heirs. When they serve it is out of a totally different motivation. It is because they
are intimate with their Father and naturally seek to do what they see their Father doing. This is the kind of relationship th
at God longs to have with you.
Brother, I am not sure what part of the country you live in, but I would like to suggest that you find a group of Christians i
n that area that are following hard after God. I am not talking about one of these groups that is working up revival, nor a
m I talking about a group that is really zealous about "following the laws of God more purely than the church down the st
reet". I am talking about a people who have vibrant relationship with God through Christ and are walking in His power, H
is love, His grace, and who out of that relationship have a genuine desire for holiness, not an outward show only. You n
eed to connect to a people like this. If you would like to PM me your city, maybe I could see if I know of anyone in that a
rea. I can also suggest some teachers and resources online that would really help you and strengthen you.

Re: How do you know God is pleased with you? - posted by jasonphil, on: 2010/11/17 11:48
Because God was pleased with Jesus and those who know Jesus, believe in Jesus, identify with Jesus and are born
again are seen by the Father as blessed in Jesus name and by His blood.
"Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him,
and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles" (Matt 12:18 KJV).
"He shall see of the travail of his soul, shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for h
e shall bear their iniquities" (Isa 53:11 KJV).
Re: How do I know God is pleased with me?, on: 2010/11/17 12:26
Hi codek,
Thanks for your reply, and for being open to candid exchanges. I thought Mahoney's simple advice very appropriate. H
e said better than I in a few lines, what my whole post didn't accomplish!
Regarding the silence from God, I offered those thoughts from OC because you'd said 'I can take the suffering but I can't
take Him not telling me why I suffer. He could've told me what was going to happen like a good parent would but He kne
w the traps in my life and let them happen and SAID NOTHING ABOUT THEM.' Now, I do know what you mean, but I d
on't think there is NO light at all from scripture on this point. It's about whether you yourself cotton on to what God IS say
ing, through these experiences.
The longer I live, the more I realise that 'suffering' is commonplace for members of the human race. The reason for this,
is the presence of sin. Without sin there would be no corruption, no selfishness, no need, no misery, no death, no disabi
lity, no confusion - the list goes on.
The challenge for those of us who know God, is our RESPONSE to situations which damage, torment, provoke, hurt, frig
hten, rob, violate - and so on - the integrity of our peace, person, family, income, place - and so on.
What we find, sadly, is that we are the same as other people at heart (Matt 15:19, Mark 7:21), unless we have died with
Christ. That thought is the import of Gal 5:24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lu
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sts. The word 'affections' there, is not a reference to the nice things we like only, but also to the propensity of the mind o
f the flesh to respond to adverse situations in a fallen ways: to retaliate, to wish ill, to desire revenge, to entertain self-pit
y, to justify ourselves or do anything negative to ourselves, contrary to showing forth the glory of God.
This 'glory of God' can be a result of quiet suffering (putting up with, bearing) of naturally occurring situations which arise
from interaction with other people (not necessarily Christians), because of which we cannot do things they way we prefer
, or, which force us to leave our comfort zone without complaining about it. I'm not talking about bearing frank persecuti
on - I just mean being incommoded daily by other people's needs or preferences, over which we have no control. By the
se, we are made more like Christ, and in these, we are to rejoice, thank, praise and worship Him, and seek grace to brin
g Him glory through our overcoming faith.
Again, Oswald Chambers addresses this:
THE TEST OF LOYALTY (December 18th)
"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God." Romans 8:28
It is only the loyal soul who believes that God engineers circumstances. We take such liberty with our circumstances, we
do not believe God engineers them, although we say we do; we treat the things that happen as if they were engineered
by men. To be faithful in every circumstance means that we have only one loyalty, and that is to our Lord. Suddenly God
breaks up a particular set of circumstances, and the realization comes that we have been disloyal to Him by not recogniz
ing that He had ordered them; we never saw what He was after, and that particular thing will never be repeated all the d
ays of our life. The test of loyalty always comes just there. If we learn to worship God in the trying circumstances, He will
alter them in two seconds when He chooses.
Loyalty to Jesus Christ is the thing that we "stick at" to-day. We will be loyal to work, to service, to anything, but do not a
sk us to be loyal to Jesus Christ. Many Christians are intensely impatient of talking about loyalty to Jesus. Our Lord is de
throned more emphatically by Christian workers than by the world. God is made a machine for blessing men, and Jesus
Christ is made a Worker among workers.
The idea is not that we do work for God, but that we are so loyal to Him that He can do His work through us - "I reckon o
n you for extreme service, with no complaining on your part and no explanation on Mine." God wants to use us as He us
ed His own Son.'

Thus he explains, possibly, another aspect of God's silence in your situation.

There's also the prodigal son's situation. I'm not suggesting that the details of his behaviour apply to you, but at a deepe
r level, he had some things correct, and some things incorrect. Correctly, he had a right to his inheritance, but incorrectl
y, he thought he knew how to disburse it. It was not until he was sharing pig-food in a that very low-paid job, he was abl
e to crystallise his thoughts by a completely different set of parameters; which when he was longing to be his own boss,
he had never considered - that it is, actually, a huge burden to be responsible for oneself, separate from one's father's o
versight and provision.
In his story also, when he finally delivered his confession and offer of service, after his father had raced to meet him, his
father didn't have anything to say, either. But, we know his father had been delighted by his return, when he instructed t
he servants to prepare a feast.
Surely this is an even more important revelation to the younger son, who has been through such a rough time, and grow
n up so much in the process, while he was out of touch?
What he discovered experiencially, was truth about himself AND about his father, and, against his own previous judgem
ent he found himself able to be in agreement with his father about both truths - which are, of course, one.
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Re: How do you know God is pleased with you?, on: 2010/11/17 15:29

When I was quite new to the baptism of the Holy Spirit, I could not at all understand how God allowed some people to ho
ld certain views, spend their money a certain way, think the way they did about themselves and others, dress the way th
ey did - I was endlessly concerned that they seemed to be in a liberty of conscience that brought to them to the verge of
risking their salvation daily! And yet, they were not sinning (as I would now define it).
At the same time, I had no idea about doctrine, or what was in the Bible! But, I realised, slowly, that God was not dealin
g with them on those points. I was fascinated, and silenced at the same time. And, I could not see that He was extendi
ng the same grace to me, and that while they had given Him their hearts, I was not at all sure if I could trust Him with mi
ne (consciously).
Years later, I see the truth that we can never serve the Lord less; only more. I don't mean works, but genuinely giving of
more and more of one's life, praise and thanksgiving.

Here might be food for some thought.
Chopping Wood for Father - by Carter Conlon
http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/visit.php?lid=11599
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