General Topics :: Spiritual Giants and High Places

Spiritual Giants and High Places, on: 2010/10/18 17:18
Here is something I have learned (through many failures) regarding idols and high places.
We set up idols in the high places of our hearts. And it is such a subtle thing. Even today, we are so outward oriented th
at we only see idols as external things such as material things made out of wood and metal unless the Holy Spirit gives
us light on what is really happening. Basically, nothing has changed when it comes to the heart of man.
When the Lord tells us to "Love Him with ALL our heart, soul, mind and strength", He is saying that we should "come to
Him with all our heart and not be JOINED to anything else in our heart, but HIM". When we JOIN with something else in
our heart, we have set up our idol(s). And our God is a very jealous God and wants 100% of our heart. He will not share
our heart with idols. He won't have it! He will come by His Holy Spirit and seek to tear down those idols, and if we cooper
ate, we will be blessed.
Mic 1:3 For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and tread upon the high places of the
earth.
So the Holy Spirit and the Word of God are continually trying to lead us out of darkness into progressively more and mor
e light. This can be very painful and difficult for us if we are unwilling to come into agreement with His Word and the lead
ing of the Holy Spirit; and repent of the darkness (idols) in our hearts and come into the light that He is showing us. But if
we refuse to humble ourselves and be teachable then we stay in darkness in that area of our lives and it could end up b
eing quite severe for us.
We actually harden our heart to the Lord's voice in that area. And it has the very real potential of spreading like gangren
e.
It is this "joining" that is so subtle and why we need to see how utter dependent upon the Holy Spirit we must be to lead
us more and more out of our darkness. Because the "joining" has to do with our affections (heart). That is why the Word
says, "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above... and the 2nd verse, set your affections on thin
gs above, not on things on the earth". Col 3:1-2
In Matthew 19:6, the Lord talks about marriage. He says, "So they are no longer two but one. Therefore, don't let anyone
separate what God has joined together".
Likewise, we are no longer two, but one with Christ. We have been joined to the Lord and we must not let anything sepa
rate what God has joined together.
1 Cor 6:17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.
When we "join" together with someone or something other than the Lord Jesus, we come into agreement with it/them by
giving a place in our heart (affections) for it. It is an adulterous relationship. For the Christian, it is always a high place th
at supplants the Lord. Anything that might relegate the voice of the Lord in our lives to the back seat, is always a high pl
ace!
This is why I have had trouble in my walk with the Lord in the past. I had not understood how the enemy worked and dec
eived me. I was very gullible and thought "great" Christian men could be believed and even FOLLOWED!! But, the Lord
showed me how I could put "great christian" men or women on high places in my heart and displace Him. And the result
s are always disastrous.
I must constantly keep Jesus enthroned on the high place in my heart, and walk circumspectly, among all men and espe
cially the brethren. I say especially the brethren because it is from amongst us that false brethren, apostles and prophets
arise (2 Pet 2:1). It is very easy for me when I meet brothers that are easy to love (they embrace the cross), and exude t
he fragrance of Christ, to get my eyes off of the Lord. I know this weak spot of mine and I just have to remember that ev
erything that I have and everything that you and anyone else has, that is worth anything of divine value, came from the L
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ord. I always have to remember, that there is no such thing as Spiritual Giants. Jesus is the only Spiritual Giant and we a
re all brothers. And there are no EXPERTS in the Kingdom of God, except He that is called WONDERFUL.
I want to see, value and love the Lord more, brethren. It is in His light that I see light.
Psa 36:9 For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we light.
I need to value Him above all things and all people. I need to constantly ask the Holy Spirit to search my heart and show
me if I have "joined" myself to any idols. Idols are just ANYTHING that replaces the Lordship of Jesus Christ, even .0001
% in our hearts.
Even in Ephesians 6:12, we are told that we "wrestle against spiritual wickedness in high places.
People always want to think that the battle is way up in the air someplace, but the battle is actually for the "high places" i
n our hearts. Yes, we wrestle against these rulers of darkness that come to us as Angels of Light wanting the high place
in our heart that is reserved only for the Lord. When you think about it, the battle has always been over the "High Place".
Satan wanted God's throne (THE High Place) and was cast down from heaven. Well, He still wants God's throne, in the
High Place of our heart. Satan hates the preeminence of Jesus Christ and he is always fighting for the preeminence that
belongs only to Jesus. We further the kingdom of God and destroy the works of the Devil when we love the Lord our Go
d with all our heart, our soul, our mind and our strength.
Jesus is Head of the Church, but Satan wants to be head of the Church. He is only head of the false bablyonian religiou
s system. That is his church.
Sadly, the epitaph of many is 2 Samuel 1:19, "The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty falle
n". This could have been my epitaph as well as many others and if it had not been for the mercy of the Lord, it may well
have been. Psalm 73:2 But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped.
But the final chapter of our lives have not been written yet, and I am confident in this one thing, that He which began a g
ood work in us, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. I have much more confidence in Him today and much less co
nfidence in myself. I would like to say no confidence in myself, but I am sure there are still some dark areas in my heart t
hat He needs to lead me out of.
Nevertheless, my confession is and will continue to be,
Php 3:3 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidenc
e in the flesh.
He is faithful to show us our idols and command that they be torn down from the high place in our heart (repented of), an
d if we are stiff-necked about it, we will end up being destroyed, because we allowed the high places.
I had set "kings" up in my heart where the real KING should have been, and it is extremely painful, to stray from God tow
ards idols and a price will be paid. If you want to idolize "great christian men", and follow them, the Lord will come to tear
them down. But if you want to follow men as they follow Christ, that is fine. But, do not follow men INSTEAD of Christ.
When He is on the high place of our heart, we have peace.
Job 25:2 "Authority and terror belong to God. He establishes peace in his high places.
No one has a perfect resume in the Lord, not even the so-called "Spiritual Giants".
Brace yourself. You will fail God, you will be torn and tattered and incur battle fatigue to the point that you think you won't
even make it. Well, you are right, YOU won't make it, but by the grace of God we all are holding fast our profession of fai
th, looking unto Jesus. It is God's process of purging the high places in your heart of idols so that He may have a suitabl
e dwelling place.
Heb 10:35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.
Heb 10:36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.
Heb 10:23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
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1Th 5:24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.
It is all about Him, not us, never was, never will be.
Come to the Lord Jesus Christ with your whole heart and do not be joined in your heart to anything but HIM.

Re: Spiritual Giants and High Places - posted by MyVeryHeart (), on: 2010/10/18 17:39
Little children, guard yourselves from idols. 1 John 5:21
I am constantly guarding my self from making the "work of my hands" an Idol. Instead of resting in Christ I want to rest in
the fruit that I bear as a result of resting in Christ. This is a great danger to us little children and we must guard against it.
Does our ministry have the high place in our heart? I am in constant danger of doing this. And I repent of all the times I h
ave done this. It is sin. I am a sinner who needs the grace of God in order to cast down the work of my hands and exult
the Eternal Son Jesus Christ. It is by his mercy and grace that these high places are torn down. The world cannot do it f
or us, nether can we war against it in the flesh. Praise God for having mercy. He has done it in Christ Jesus
"Assyria will not save us, We will not ride on horses; Nor will we say again, 'Our god,' To the work of our hands; For in Y
ou the orphan finds mercy. Hosea 14:3

Re: Spiritual Giants and High Places - posted by UntoBabes (), on: 2010/10/18 17:50
I appreciate that pilgrim.
Re: , on: 2010/10/18 17:52
Quote:
-------------------------Little children, guard yourselves from idols. 1 John 5:21
-------------------------

That is a great verse and the Early Church knew what he meant by that. They knew that John was not just talking about
graven images made of wood and stone but rather anything that supplants the Lord from His rightful place in our heart.

Re: - posted by MyVeryHeart (), on: 2010/10/18 18:20
Quote:
-------------------------anything that supplants the Lord from His rightful place in our heart.
-------------------------

So I entered and looked, and behold, every form of creeping things and beasts and detestable things, with all the idols of
the house of Israel, were carved on the wall all around.
Ezekiel 8:10
If we entered through the wall of the unrepentant hearts and looked to see what was carved there we would be amazed
at all the detestable things, and the unholy idols established there.
Smash all the Idols, put on sackcloth and ashes and mourn, for the Lord does see, and his Spirit searches the heart.

Page 3/4

General Topics :: Spiritual Giants and High Places

Thanks be to God almighty for he gives us a new heart, and engraves his law on our hearts. And he puts his Spirit in us.
For his Glory!

Re: - posted by NewCovWinDor (), on: 2010/10/18 21:54
Very good points, Pilgrim777 and MyVeryHeart.
I too have been hurt by the failures of brethren I'd put up on a pedestal... and it's my own fault for idolizing them.
I will be thinking on this. Thank you for showing me some of my heart. :)
Love in Jesus,
Re: Spiritual Giants and High Places - posted by White_Stone (), on: 2010/10/19 10:08
Thank you for your post. It has been fruitful for me.
Praising Jesus,
white stone
Re: , on: 2010/10/19 19:11
A dear friend of mine writes:
"Last night at dinner, I remembered your remark about taking a certain one off the idol pedestal. The Lord just began to
enlighten me about the scriptures that I've been reading in the Second Chronicles. I noticed that all the good kings in Ju
dah had one thing in common: they removed idols in high places, tore down incense alters, etc.... I've always wondered
that if one king, i.e. Asa, removed idols from his kingdom's high places, why would the next king do the same thing as if t
he idols have never been removed before?
Mary (his wife) said, maybe it's because there was a wicked king after a good king, so the idols crept back during the rei
gn of the wicked king? I said, no, it happened even during successive good kings.
Mary pulled out her "Utmost for His Highest" devotional and read from II Chron. 15:17 that reads, "But the high places w
ere not removed from Israel...." I picked up my Bible and read from II Chron 14:2-3 which showed that the same king, A
sa, "removed the alters of the foreign gods and the high places, and broke down the sacred pillars and cut down the woo
den images...." So, not only successive good kings removed idols, even during the reign of a same king, Asa, idols crep
t back!
It was an eye-opener to us then how easily WE allow ourselves to put certain spiritual giants on the pedestals. How we
need to be reminded of this so that we would not idolize our well respected spiritual brothers.
May the Lord become so dear and precious to us so that we would "see no man, but Jesus only", like Peter et al on the
mount of transfiguration."
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