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"Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ. . . ." Colossians 1:24
The Christian worker has to be a sacramental "go-between," to be so identified with his Lord and the reality of His Rede
mption that He can continually bring His creating life through him. It is not the strength of one man's personality being su
perimposed on another, but the real presence of Christ coming through the elements of the worker's life. When we preac
h the historic facts of the life and death of Our Lord as they are conveyed in the New Testament, our words are made sa
cramental, God uses them on the ground of His Redemption to create in those who listen that which is not created other
wise. If we preach the effects of Redemption in human life instead of the revelation regarding Jesus, the result in those
who listen is not new birth, but refined spiritual culture, and the Spirit of God cannot witness to it because such preachin
g is in another domain. We have to see that we are in such living sympathy with God that as we proclaim His truth He ca
n create in souls the things which He alone can do.
What a wonderful personality! What a fascinating man! Such marvellous insight! What chance has the Gospel of God thr
ough all that? It cannot get through, because the line of attraction is always the line of appeal. If a man attracts by his pe
rsonality, his appeal is along that line; if he is identified with his Lord's personality, then the appeal is along the line of wh
at Jesus Christ can do. The danger is to glory in men; Jesus says we are to lift Him up.
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