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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------We, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into His likeness with ever-increasing glor
y, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18).
I believe that if we are living in the radiance of Divine Life, there will be something of it betrayed by our faces. At any rate
, the world will know something if we are really living in touch with the Lord, and there will be a language which only the
spiritual can enjoy and understand. There will be those spiritual counterparts of the seed of Abraham, a people different f
rom all the rest. Now the tragedy of what is called 'the Church' has so often been, and perhaps is more today than ever,
that that distinctiveness is being lost. It seems today as if a set is being made in some way to remove all the offence and
all the difference, and to get us near to people without anything that clashes, in the hope of winning them. Yes, that is w
hat is going on in the religious world around; it is a conforming to this age. But what came in at Pentecost is fundamental
ly this, that this people of the Spirit are so utterly different in the very center of their being, different altogether from all ot
her peoples, and their power and influence lie in that fact. You cannot fit them in with other things, and it is not because t
hey are awkward and difficult and deliberately irritate people, but there is that which by reason of their spiritual constituti
on marks them off; and if they did but know it, this is the secret of their influence in the world.
The progress and increase of spiritual Life mean this, that the gap widens all the time between the children of God and t
hose in the world who are not such. That is not to be taken literally in this sense, that we begin a mistaken system of hivi
ng off, shutting ourselves up, getting out of touch. That is a wrong application of the principle. The Lord Jesus is preemin
ently our example in that He could move in any circle, and He did so deliberately, publicans and sinners, all classes, He
moved amongst them, but His power over them was in His basic difference from them. Let us be careful how we are cau
ght in this great movement of conforming to this age. To conform is to lose spiritual power.

By T. Austin-Sparks from: Government by the Holy Spirit
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