General Topics :: Christmas is evil

Christmas is evil - posted by jlosinski, on: 2010/11/29 12:04
Just joking! Ok, now that we got the annual "Christmas is evil/not evil" thread out of the way, let's leave it alone this year
? Deal?
Re: Christmas is evil - posted by jlosinski, on: 2010/11/29 12:09
I haven't even figured it out- and I live in North Pole :)
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/11/29 12:12
LOL.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/11/29 12:12
Maybe we need a new years eve is evil thread too?
Re: - posted by White_Stone (), on: 2010/11/29 13:13
Your posts make me feel unwelcome - seeing matters I consider serious being trivialized. You actually made a joking m
atter of my beliefs.
Why do you feel the need to make light of something a brother or sister in Christ feels convicted about? This is uncharita
ble.
I forgive you because you do not know what you are doing. Lord willing you will understand some day, at least you will e
ventually.
I do not think it is a salvation point so why make this thread?
white stone

Re: - posted by jlosinski, on: 2010/11/29 13:28
No offense meant White Stone- I respect your personal convictions on this matter and appreciate your willingness to tak
e enough time to study and act on your convictions. Just trying to make light of a topic that gets wayyy to out of hand ea
ch year. Kind of like a "I know that this is a big deal to people, lets give it a rest this year" kind of post. It is, as you said,
an non-salvation issue.
Joe
Re: , on: 2010/11/29 21:09
Christmas is fun!
Make Christmas a fun time of year.
No one has to go crazy buying gifts, but you know putting up colourful lights and singing godly songs and setting a table
and be festive about our Lord's birth is all that one has to do, if they so wish it.
And I really don't care when Jesus was born. I know that He was born, He died and rose again for our redemption. And
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why can't it be done when everyone else is on holiday to celebrate it?
The people that I know that research that Christmas is pagan are the most tight wad scrooges that I have ever seen besi
des the Grinch of course. My Dad was one of them. He just didn't want to spend the money. And the great thing about it
was, he didn't have to spend anything, he could have just spent time with his kids, but no, he made it so miserable for all
of us. So when Christmas comes, I do the opposite of what he did. I love Christmas. Why just tonight I was at a store an
d I sang a few bars of a Christmas song and everyone looked over and they just smiled. I think the Lord smiles on that.
Re: - posted by JB1968 (), on: 2010/11/29 21:48
I love celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ!
Re: , on: 2010/11/29 22:08
What does this verse mean to anyone?
Php 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatso
ever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if the
re be any praise, think on these things.
Anything that is good in this world is from God.
Paul is not qualifying anything at all. Is he? He says, "Whatsoever".
If you find something good in celebrating Christmas then you have the freedom in Jesus Christ to celebrate Christmas.
Every day of the week is a pagan name. Every month of the year is a pagan name. Hey, guess what? We live in a paga
n world.
Who are we to judge our brother and sister and tell them that they are in sin for celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ duri
ng Christmas or His resurrection on Easter?
Excuse me while I go and put the star on my tree.

Re: - posted by EverestoSama, on: 2010/11/29 22:21
Quote:
-------------------------I live in North Pole :)
-------------------------

WOW. That's pretty rad. Is this the time of year when there's no sunlight 24/7?
Re: , on: 2010/11/29 22:28
Quote:
-------------------------Excuse me while I go and put the star on my tree.
-------------------------

LOL, Oh I love your liberty Brother.
O Star of wonder, star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading, still proceeding
Guide us to thy Perfect Light
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Re: - posted by EverestoSama, on: 2010/11/29 22:32
By the way, welcome, Approved. Good to have you here.
Re: - posted by MaryJane, on: 2010/11/29 22:38
For some to take part in the observing of
Christmas is a real struggle. They are not grinches,
tight wads or out to ruin any ones good time they
Just want to walk in the convictions the Lord
has placed on their heart. Honestly just trying to
find a church or body of believers to fellowship
With can be very disheartening, so many getting
caught up in the traditions and holiday makes it all
the harder. Of course each must walk in what the
Lord places on their heart but for many reasons
This time of year can be a struggle.
God bless
Mj
Re: , on: 2010/11/29 22:59
Quote:
-------------------------This time of year can be a struggle.
-------------------------

I agree. I was told that this is the most loneliest time of the year. And I know what that is like. I too have felt that on Chris
tmas Eve especially. I was able to overcome it. As for being a tightwad, what I meant by that was not about money, rath
er it was about being angry and letting everyone know that you hate this time of year. My Dad did that, he wanted every
one to be miserable. Told us it had pagan origins and I was caught up in that for awhile, but all it did was make me angry
like him. I had to depart from that. I personally don't go all hog over it, in fact I hardly put anything up in my apartment, I j
ust enjoy the fact that everyone else has.
I love seeing lights on houses and trees, and seeing the bustling of peoples going to and fro. And I am thankful that we li
ve in a country where Christian and non Christians give abundantly so that others who are less unfortunate can have a t
urkey on their tables this and every Christmas.
And we will all pray for you Maryjane that your struggles will be lessened this holiday season.
How about it everyone?
Re: , on: 2010/11/29 23:05
I'm just thankful we still call it christmas and not.
Gift Day or something like that.
Re: - posted by Miccah (), on: 2010/11/29 23:06
I'm thinking about making a sausage and onion pizza tonight... or maybe get some tacos at Taco Bell. Not to sure which
way I should go, but it is raining our and cold, so pizza in a warm house is sounding better and better.
Pizza it is!
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Re: - posted by EverestoSama, on: 2010/11/29 23:37
I think it's safe to say pizza should always win over taco bell. ;P
Re: , on: 2010/11/29 23:38
MaryJane, I am sorry but often we are the cause of many of our own struggles. And often we take upon ourselves false
burdens and convictions. In my fellowship, we have people from many backgrounds that have learned to love each other
and been delivered from many false burdens and convictions.
We have reformed people, bible church people, pentecostals, lutherans and even from a cult (oh my), the Local Church
of Witness Lee. We have chinese, indians (india) and Americans. I love it that the Indians and Chinese like to celebrate
Christmas with us and they enjoy it, too. It's about being together and enjoying the Lord with each other.
They have all been set free to enjoy the liberty of Christ and love each other. None of them do anything that brings repro
ach upon the Lord.
Hi Approved, you think I have liberty? Look at Jesus in the Gospels. He completely and totally annoyed the Pharisees wi
th His liberty. His goal was not to annoy anyone though and ours should not be either. His goal was only to please His F
ather. And we only want to love the Lord.
And the Lord just loves hanging out with us, regardless of our race, culture, language, family tradition, cultural traditions,
or whatever.
Some of you have not travelled outside of the U.S. I have been fortunate to have travelled to over 25 countries. Christian
s in many countries retain family and cultural traditions that are good and wholesome and family oriented and that do not
offend God. And guess what, these traditions are not in the BIBLE.

Re: - posted by White_Stone (), on: 2010/11/30 1:28
pilgrim777, you wrote, "MaryJane, I am sorry but often we are the cause of many of our own struggles. And often we tak
e upon ourselves false burdens and convictions."
Please reread what you wrote and I hope you will see how it could be read as judgmental towards the only poster on this
thread that expressed consideration for the feelings of a non-celebrater of the world holiday called Christmas.
MaryJane is a good person and does not deserve to be accused to taking upon herself false burdens,
white stone
Re: - posted by White_Stone (), on: 2010/11/30 1:37
To all posters (except MaryJane),
Many harsh phrases have been posted against anyone who would dare to speak against the worldly celebration called
Christmas. Were they necessary to express your views?
Defending this holiday is not the fight to which we are called.
Twinkling lights do not draw souls to the Lord Jesus Christ. They draw our eyes from the target.

Page 4/14

General Topics :: Christmas is evil

Re: - posted by mguldner (), on: 2010/11/30 2:07
"Twinkling lights do not draw souls to the Lord Jesus Christ. They draw our eyes from the target."
White_Stone I would say this is an assumption, twinkling lights can draw someone to the Lord Jesus if one has the corre
ct heart about it. When I see and think of "twinkly Lights" especially in this holiday season I think of the Star the three wi
se men followed to find the Lord Jesus.
Also think of the Light that came into the World that night. Its about perspective, in my opinion an assumption is just ano
ther word for a judgment.
For you I understand twinkling lights may not do that for you but it certainly causes my heart to think of our Saviour amd
draw closer. And if I were a betting man I would bet this is the same for others.
Re: - posted by Miccah (), on: 2010/11/30 2:08
White-Stone wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------To all posters (except MaryJane)
-------------------------

Hey, I posted about Pizza or Tacos. :-P
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/11/30 4:09
Many people's objections to their observing Christmas and Easter or Resurrection Day object to it because they say it is
a Christianized version of a pagan holiday. Another poster informed us that all the titles we give our months, days are pa
gan names....
In the OT we read where Esther delivered her people from certain death. This was a remarkable event. To memorialize t
his event, the Jews set aside a day (or days) and called it Purim. Nowhere in the Prophets does one read where God ch
astised his people for celebrating this event. Seems to me one can take lessons from this...People love to memorialize i
mportant events - consider July 4th, Independence Day; Labor Day in honor of the working man, famous people's birthd
ay throughout the year; Memorial day for the ones who served in the Military....perhaps this could teach us something?
God bless you all, regardless whether you celebrate this holiday or not.
ginnyrose
Re: , on: 2010/11/30 6:20
I think we need to be respectful of people who choose not to celebrate Christmas. Whether or not someone is saved has
no bearing whatsoever on which holidays they celebrate. If it draws someone closer to the Lord to ignore Christmas then
who are we to question that? That is between them and God.
At the same time, those who choose to refrain need to be careful not to sit in judgement on those who do celebrate Chri
stmas. That can happen too. It's very easy to begin to think that we're taking the spiritual high road, especially when we
believe the Lord has called us to do something that radically goes against the grain.
If you refrain from Christmas... refrain from it unto the Lord.
If you celebrate Christmas... celebrate it unto the Lord.
Christmas is not something that you can point to in scripture and say "we must celebrate it", nor can you point to it in scri
pture and say "we must not celebrate it".
But what we can point to in scripture is this:
Romans 14:5 "One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one sho
uld be fully convinced in his own mind."
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So be fully convinced in your own mind. Don't waffle. If you believe God has called you not to celebrate Christmas... and
you do, then you sin against your own conscience.
If you believe it's ok to celebrate it, but you hold back to impress someone else... you sin against your own conscience.
Let's respect each other on this issue. BOTH SIDES.
And everyone needs to cease being so sensitive, thin skinned and easily offended. Really? We're going to get offended
by something some stranger on an internet forum says to us... about Christmas? Really? Let's commit to getting over ou
rselves.
Oh... and Merry Christmas to those who partake.
For those who don't... Happy December 25th.
Re: - posted by mguldner (), on: 2010/11/30 6:31
Good word HomeskoolDad
Also "Let's commit to getting over ourselves."
This is my new year resolution ;)

Re: Christmas is evil, on: 2010/11/30 7:29
Hi HSD,
While I hear your plea for us to get over ourselves, and you made a very good post ...
Quote:
-------------------------And everyone needs to cease being so sensitive, thin skinned and easily offended. Really?
-------------------------

I think you're underestimating the amount of stress it can cause a convert to re-evaluate Christmas (and other assumptio
ns they may have made), and to LIVE OUT the meaning, in practice of their new convictions - especially Christmas - whi
ch may greatly affect other members of a family, and their reputation amongst their nearest and dearest.
Cheerfully failing to live up to one's loved ones expectations, is not always easy for a mum or dad.

Re: , on: 2010/11/30 7:49
Yep... you're right. It is hard. It's called "counting the cost". Now, I am of the mindset that it's ok, and even wonderful, to c
elebrate Christmas. I recommend all who do do so with zest and zeal. But if someone chooses not to, that's ok too!
But I cringe when you say "Cheerfully failing to live up to one's loved ones expectations, is not always easy for a mum or
dad." because Jesus made it clear that there was a cost to following Him, and sometimes that cost was division in the fa
mily unit.
Jesus unifies His people, but He divides His people from those who are not His people.
It's interesting that you even mentioned "mum or dad". Check this out (Jesus' own words too!):
Luke 9:57-62 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." And Jesus sa
id to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." To anoth
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er he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, let me first go and bury my father." And Jesus said to him, "Leave the dead t
o bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Yet another said, "I will follow you, Lord, bu
t let me first say farewell to those at my home." Jesus said to him, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back
is fit for the kingdom of God."
I would venture to say that if one's faith does not cause division among one's unsaved relatives and friends... then one n
eeds to examine themself and see if they are truly in the faith to begin with.
Re: Greetings Pilgrim - posted by MaryJane, on: 2010/11/30 8:44
Greetings Pilgrim
I read over your post very early this morning and have been praying about how I might reply to you. I wanted to do so in
the right heart.
you wrote
Quote:
-------------------------MaryJane, I am sorry but often we are the cause of many of our own struggles. And often we take upon ourselves false burdens an
d convictions. In my fellowship, we have people from many backgrounds that have learned to love each other and been delivered from many false bur
dens and convictions.
-------------------------

You wrote the above as if to imply anyone who does not celebrate Christmas must be holding on to false convictions or
creating their own struggles?? Not sure if you realize but what you shared here comes across very judgmental and does
not reflect a very loving heart. In my post I did not say anything about my own view of the day, nor did I say that it was w
rong for those who feel led to take part in the traditions of the holiday I merely pointed out that for some it can be a very
difficult day. For those who do not feel led to take part just finding a place to fellowship can be very difficult. With so man
y plays, choirs,teas, luncheons and Christmas things happening the entire month some feel very cut off...I am not saying
that those who celebrate should drop their plans and not take part just acknowledging that for some it can be a very lone
ly time of year. As you said celebrating Christmas is not something we are instructed to do in the Bible so for many it giv
es them pause and they go to God in prayer seeking His leading on the matter. Perhaps you might reread your post and
check your heart, consider the words you chose and think how they might have come across to a believer who is struggli
ng to walk in what the Lord has laid upon their heart?? As you said there is liberty in Christ Jesus to celebrate and those
who do so should walk in what the Lord is showing them, but there is no liberty to mock another believer for attempting t
o walk in faith the things the Lord is showing them...sadly some of these posts on this thread do come across as very m
ocking and honestly its just kind of sad to see.
I wish all my brothers and sisters here on SI a wonderful day and pray many blessings on you.
God Bless
mj
Re: , on: 2010/11/30 9:02
MaryJane,
Thanks for this clarification.
"...I am not saying that those who celebrate should drop their plans and not take part just acknowledging that for some it
can be a very lonely time of year."
I wasn't sure where you were coming from. I also, don't believe that those who wish not to celebrate Christmas are legali
stic. It is a worldly holiday, afterall. And I do respect people's convictions, meaning I would not flaunt something in front o
f them.
Rom 14:14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemet
h any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.
There are also people that push "Biblical" HolyDays, and yet we are not under any compulsion to observe them, either, e
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ven though that is becoming more and more, a prevailing teaching today in some circles.
Whether we observe or don't observe, we should do all to the glory of God.
Rom 14:5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully pers
uaded in his own mind.
I know it is very lonely for some. My experience is that it is usually because of family dynamics surrounding the holidays.

I had a Plymouth Brethren friend whose parents were missionaries. His parents celebrated Christmas and had a Christm
as tree. When he grew up, his convictions changed and he would never bring his wife or young children to visit his paren
ts during Christmas vacation. He was young and trying to prove something to his Mom and Dad.
It was a lonely time for his wife, kids and parents. And I always thought it was so unnecessary.
There is such a thing as convictions and there is such a thing as heavy handed spiritual abuse.
We major on non-essentials and forget the most important things about walking in love.
I am sorry if I came across judgemental. I have friends that do and don't celebrate Christmas. It is not big deal to me. It i
s a big deal to some of those who don't celebrate. Some of my friends who don't celebrate it are very judgmental about it
, but I could careless about it one way or the other. There was a time when I did not celibrate either, because I thought it
was EVIL. But, the only thing that was evil was in my own heart.
Rom 14:3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for
God hath received him.
Rom 14:13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or
an occasion to fall in his brother's way.
But, I realized I was getting judgemental towards those who did celebrate it and thinking I was being obedient and more
spiritual. It actually never added one cubit to my spiritual stature.
I just hate to see Christians alienate one another over non-essentials and I have determined not to alienate anyone whet
her they celebrate or don't celebrate.
Anytime you are alienated from loved ones or alienate loveds ones, it is lonely. It is just a fact of life based on, yes, peop
le's personal convictions. Sadly, much of it happens around the holidays when people want to get together with their fam
ilies.
Rom 14:4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be h
olden up: for God is able to make him stand.
Rom 14:5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully pers
uaded in his own mind.
Rom 14:6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth n
ot regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not
, and giveth God thanks.
I have seen brothers want to make very strong statements to their lost parents or friends and rather than exude the fragr
ance of Christ and drip with fruit, they go the other way and prove to the lost that they are Christian, by the the things tha
t they DON'T DO, rather than being known for the Fruit of the Spirit.
Rom 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
Rom 14:18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men.

Page 8/14

General Topics :: Christmas is evil

Rom 14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/11/30 9:45
Division among family over Christmas...we know all about that.
Neither one of us works to impose it on the other...we have learned to accept this as a reality and have learned to appre
ciate each other in spite of these differences. This thing cuts both ways. Both have to submit to the conscience of the oth
er without making the other feel guilty for doing what they do. This is possible with the abiding presence of the Hoy Spirit
.
Have a blessed day!
ginnyrose
Re: , on: 2010/11/30 10:01
Yes, I agree Ginny. I updated my post, btw.
Thank you for your thoughts.
Re: , on: 2010/11/30 10:05
And Ginny, I just wanted to add, neither person is wrong.
Rom 14:14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemet
h any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.
Rom 14:18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men.
What is wrong is to alienate each other and to judge each other.
Rom 14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.
Re: - posted by rainydaygirl, on: 2010/11/30 10:10
I know that this time of year can be really hard for many who feel the pressure to live up to family and friends expectatio
ns for the perfect Christmas. I know as a relatively new believer this has been a real issue for me for a couple of years. I
get that we count the cost and I know that we need to walk by faith but it does not make it any less painful. I think what h
urts me the most is the attitudes I get from those inside the church. I have had those who call themselves brothers and s
isters in Christ get angry with me because I don't come to Christmas eve service or because I don't attend their parties.I'
m not rude and I don't hold them to my convictions but they take offense just the same. I guess it goes both ways there a
re those who are highly critical if you don't celebrate and them that are if you do. Anyway I get what some others have s
aid about it being a difficult time of year
rdg
Re: , on: 2010/11/30 10:16
Don't get me wrong. I get it, too. I really want to be clear about that. It is a real shame and it all comes down to heart attit
udes towards one another.
Jesus is the One that is important and walking in love, not all these other things that are passing away.
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Re: Christmas is evil - posted by allensmith (), on: 2010/11/30 10:40
Course it is! Easter also, the fertility festival, Christ-mass sounds so catholic, it so obvious not even worth debatable.
Re: Is it Xmas, evil, family and fun,commercial or forbidden?, on: 2010/11/30 11:47
It really has morphed from a Pagan festival honoring the Queen of heaven..and the worship of the Baals,, and the new b
irth of the ancient Satanic sun, to a Commercial/Party/Family Celebration; around the world.
I imagine there are yet some dark Druid and Babylonian cults today that actually practice the original Satanic worship int
entions.
There can be no argument that it has nothing to do with Christ, as has been noted. Is it then intrinsically evil?
Rom 14:14 "I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteeme
th any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean."
pilgrim777
It is a MAJOR holiday when families congregate. This is neither good or evil. Everybody seems to enjoy themselves, an
d they get an holiday... Remember Tiny Tim?..:}
Gifts are given, geese are cooked, trees are decorated, cookies are left for Santa, all on December 25th, as it was with t
he pagan celebrations for millenia before Christ.It was unheard of in the true church until late in the 3rd century, introduc
ed by Rome.
But, is it evil? Today, it is so shallow, so different from it symbolic roots, I doubt it; that is in itself as pilgrim777 noted.
It's expensive, and I don't like the idea of telling our children that Santa is an omnipotent being who KNOWS if you've be
en naughty or nice, and transcends the WORLD as he sees fit to distribute booty to the faithful.

I tell my grand-kids that Santa is a lie, and imply that Christmas is a fun family giving day, and celebration. Most children
in America have faith in an all knowing god named Santa Claus, but have never heard about Jesus, the only omnipotent
God of gods and Lord of lords. This is one shame about Christmas, for Christmas is largely for kids.
These ideas often hinder a child's faith later on, when they discover that Santa was a lie, propagated by Mom and Dad.A
jaded mentality sets in, where any Divinity is questioned.
Imagine, if we told our children and grand-kids everyday that Jesus was the God who made them and us and all, and sp
oke of His sacrifice and death in the same simple terms?...starting at about 18 months or so; and PRAYED with them!!!!.
...and yet most parents assure them that Santa is coming. This may be an evil aspect of Christmas.
The weariness of the holiday, and the emotional pressure it puts on me, EVERY YEAR! is wearisome to me. I swear it of
f in January, and backslide that year every December.I guess, for me, it is a holiday, where I can get a happy time with
my own. I give gifts to some, and go on with God. It doesn't affect my walk with God at all.
To the pure, all things are pure; yet, I think, we should strive to bring the lordship of Jesus into all aspects of our lives, in
cluding Xmas.
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Re: , on: 2010/11/30 12:05
There was a good book called "Pagan Christianity" that came out a couple years ago. Can't remember the authors name
, but it discussed the pagan origins of many of the practices that we ALL participate in the evangelical church. Traditions
we hold near and dear to our hearts in Biblical churches.
Why do we think those things are ok, but rip Christmas apart? We need to be consistent. If we are not going to participat
e in one thing because of it's pagan origins, we need to not participate in ALL things that have pagan origins.
Otherwise we are hypocrites.
Re: - posted by jlosinski, on: 2010/11/30 12:07
I have no problem not using Christmas as an occasion to celebrate Christ's birth since the bible doesn't require it, but if p
eople choose to do so I don't mind either. What gets me is when people get bent out of shape if others don't observe th
e "religious significance" of Christmas and vice versa.
Re: - posted by rainydaygirl, on: 2010/11/30 12:14
Quote:
-------------------------Why do we think those things are ok, but rip Christmas apart? We need to be consistent. If we are going to condemn on thing beca
use of it's pagan origins, we need to condemn ALL things that have pagan origins.
-------------------------

Some of us do not take part in any of the traditions even those in the church buildings of today. I for one don't but just lik
e with Christmas I don't try to force my conviction on others in these things. The author of the book you mentioned I belie
ve was Frank Viola.(i think)
Doesn't the Bible say something about the Traditions of men nullifying the Word of God???
rdg
Re: - posted by jlosinski, on: 2010/11/30 12:15
Plus I really like the cookies. Definately the cookies.
Re: , on: 2010/11/30 12:16
Traditions nullify the Word of God when we lift them up above the Word of God... in other words we elevate them and m
ake them more important.
It does not say that traditions of men are evil in and of themselves. That is a distortion of scripture.
By the way, you misquoted me (because I changed my wording from condemn to "not participate in"... big difference).
Cookies!
Re: , on: 2010/11/30 12:39
It is one of those holidays where I have experienced that many lost people are more open to talking about Jesus. I use it
as such.
My kids know the history of Santa and that he is a myth and a lie. No problem there.
It is also a great time to talk to lost family members rather than shun them.
It's good to be free, folks. Good to be free to love all men and try to help them see our Saviour.
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Re: - posted by rainydaygirl, on: 2010/11/30 13:05
Quote:
-------------------------By the way, you misquoted me (because I changed my wording from condemn to "not participate in"... big difference).
-------------------------

Brother I did not misquote your original post because I copied from what you wrote and pasted using the quote button. S
ince you went back and changed what you wrote I am happy to go back and edit the quote if it would make you happy:)
You are correct in saying that the traditions of men nullifies the Word of God when men lift them up above God. There ar
e those that I know who do just that, they do it with Christmas and with some of the other traditions that you mentioned t
hat go on in church buildings today.
EDIT: As soon as I posted I felt the Lord quicken to my heart to come back and edit I had written. I came across as bein
g defensive and that is not the spirit or the heart that the Lord would have of me toward another member of the body. I d
o regret that my words might have been seen by anyone even if it were just for a moment. "Please forgive me Father. A
MEN"
rdg
Re: - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2010/11/30 13:51
I say just have your own type of Christmas,do what "you" feel lead to do, if you give it to much thought, Satan will let oth
ers thoughts about Christmas enter your mind. If I want to share gifts, I will, if I want to hang 50,000 lights I will, If I want t
o put up a 30' tree I will, if I want to stand out in the street and give away money, I will. I personally know were my relatio
nship stands with the Lord, this is why I am able to enjoy Christmas, I Love this time of year, who knows in the mist of all
my Joy, I just might plant a seed, or even make someone's Christmas a little better because of my Love and Joy. Bottom
line, do what "you" feel lead to do, and remember God uses us all in different ways, his ways are not or ways and his tho
ughts are not our thoughts, if we all thought alike, God would not need but one of us, and it sure would save him a lot of
headaches.
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/11/30 14:42
Quote:
-------------------------God would not need but one of us, and it sure would save him a lot of headaches.
-------------------------

LOL :-)
ginnyrose
Re: , on: 2010/11/30 15:40
As I said earlier today it matters not if someone does Christmas or does not do Christmas so long as whatever they do t
hey do it unto the Lord.
And frankly I would prefer if more people did not celebrate Christmas because simply put it means more Christmas cooki
es for me. And really, when you boil it all down, isn't that what Christmas is all about anyway?
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Re: - posted by knitefall, on: 2010/11/30 15:56
shall we carve out a tree into a body organ that Grace may abound? God Forbid!
Just had to toss my two mites in.
I like the cheer of Christmas even if the world does also.
Re: - posted by rainydaygirl, on: 2010/11/30 16:51
I am glad everyone has prayed about these things, that they have honestly searched their own hearts and come before t
he Lord to ask what HIS will is in this matter with no preconceived answers. That is truly what matters most. It breaks my
heart to say that I have family members who never have asked the Lord what HIS will for their life is when it comes to ta
king part in some of the traditions that they are accustomed to. They just grew up as children in church family, in church
settings, where celebrating Christmas was always the thing you did so they never stopped to ask the LORD what HIS he
art on the matter was. I wish you who have taken part in this thread the very best.
rdg
Re: , on: 2010/11/30 16:58
Wish you and your loved ones the very best, too.

Re: , on: 2010/11/30 17:04
I was eating lunch with two Indian (India) guys I work with. One is Hindu and one is Christian.
There was some Christmas music playing. The Hindu guy made me laugh. He likes the song, "Santa Baby". I almost co
ughed up some food, I was laughing so hard. He was laughing also. It was fun.
Later a song came on about Jesus and he started asking questions and we ended up talking about all kinds of things rel
ated to the Lord. Everything from the garden of Eden, Babylon being in Iraq, the angel appearing to Joseph to protect Je
sus, and death. How death is the great equalizer. Rich or Poor, it visits us both and how Jesus Christ conquered the gra
ve.
I don't know any other time of year when people asks questions on their own about Jesus. For some reason they feel m
ore comfortable about it.
God uses everything!!
Re: , on: 2010/11/30 17:08
Quote:
-------------------------I am glad everyone has prayed about these things, that they have honestly searched their own hearts and come before the Lord to
ask what HIS will is in this matter with no preconceived answers. That is truly what matters most. It breaks my heart to say that I have family members
who never have asked the Lord what HIS will for their life is when it comes to taking part in some of the traditions that they are accustomed to. They ju
st grew up as children in church family, in church settings, where celebrating Christmas was always the thing you did so they never stopped to ask the
LORD what HIS heart on the matter was. I wish you who have taken part in this thread the very best.
-------------------------

I understand your heart in what you write, and you are correct! But also please understand that many believers celebrate
Christmas with much joy and excitement directed completely upon Jesus. I know I do, and since that is the case for me..
. it's never ocurred to me to pray and ask if what I was doing was against His will. Why? Because He gets the glory in m
y life.
What we all need to understand is that it is absolutely possible for God to call one person to refrain from celebrating Chri
stmas... and then allow another believer to absolutely celebrate it with gusto... and they would both be in the perfect will
of God.
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But let's get honest for a minute. Do you know what this debate reminds me of? And argument in the Bible over eating m
eat offered to idols. Some believers argued that anything offered to idols had been defiled and therefore unfit for any Chr
istian to consume. Other's (including Paul) said meat is meat, and idols are nothing and therefore we can partake in com
plete freedom. HOWEVER... those who have that freedom should not partake in such a manner as to be a stumbling blo
ck to others. And I would be remiss if I did not give the whole counsel of God... he used the term "weaker brother".
Sorry, I've got to say what the Bible says. I was tempted to leave that out, but if I did then I would be messing with the co
ntext.
I'm not saying anyone here is weaker than someone else!
What I am saying is both parties in this debate can be right and equally called of God to do either one. Who can underst
and the mind of God? Not me.
So there ya go... munch on that.
(EDIT: PLEASE DO NOT GET HUNG UP ON THE WEAKER BROTHER THING!! THATS IN THAT CONTEXT OF SCR
IPTURE!! I'M NOT JUDGING ANYONE!)
Re: - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2010/11/30 17:08
God uses everything!!
Amen Pilgrim! even a Donkey, can I get another Amen?
Re: , on: 2010/11/30 17:10
hee-haw, hee-haw, er, amen.
Re: - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2010/11/30 17:20
Want to have a Joy filled Christmas? align your personal celebration with Gods will for you, want to have a bad Christma
s? align your personal celebration with man. Simple, cut and dry, and about as close to the point I can get.
Re: , on: 2010/11/30 23:19
It only takes a spark to get a fire going...
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXh7JR9oKVE
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