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Dying and Resurrecting with Christ by Origen (c. 185-254) - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2011/5/29 15:23
Just as no living man can be buried with a dead man, so no one who is still living to sin can be buried together in baptis
m with Christ, who has died to sin. Therefore, those who are hastening to baptism ought to take care as a matter of first i
mportance that they should first die to sin. And in this way, they can be buried with Christ through baptism, so they might
say, Â“Always carrying around the death of Jesus Christ in our body so that the life of Jesus Christ might be manifested i
n our mortal flesh.Â”
No one who is still living to sin can be buried together in baptism with Christ.
Now the manner in which the life of Jesus Christ is manifested in the body, Paul himself makes known when he says, Â“
But no longer do I live, but Christ lives in me.Â” This is the same thing the apostle John also writes in his epistle when he
says, Â“Every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God.Â” Surely in that passage it is n
ot the one who shall have spoken these syllables and pronounced them in this common confession that shall seem to be
led by the Spirit of God, but the one who has fashioned his life in such a way and has produced the fruit of good works, s
uch that he has demonstrated by the very devotion of his own works and thoughts that Christ has come in the flesh and t
hat he is dead to sin and alive to God.
Now that we have explained as well as we could what is means to be buried with Christ, let us consider what else he sa
ys: Â“So that just as Christ rose from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.Â”
If we were buried together with Christ according to what we said above, namely according to the fact that we died to sin,
it is certainly consistent with this that since Christ rises again from the dead, we also shall rise together with Him. And si
nce He is sitting at the right hand of the Father, we too shall be said to sit together with Him in the heavens, according to
what the same apostle says elsewhere, Â“He raised us together with Christ and made us sit together in the heavenly pla
ces.Â”
But Christ rose through the glory of the Father; and weÂ—if we have died to sin and been buried together with Christ, be
cause all who see our good works glorify our Father in heavenÂ—shall deservedly be said to have been raised together
with Christ through the glory of the Father, that we might walk in newness of life. Now the newness of life is when we lay
aside Â“the old man with his deedsÂ” and put on Â“the new, who has been created according to GodÂ” and Â“who is bei
ng renewed in the knowledge of God according to the image of him who created him.Â”
For you must not imagine that the renewing of the life, which is said to have been done once, suffices. On the contrary,
at all times and daily, this newness must, if it can be said, be renewed. For this is what the apostle says, Â“Even if he wh
o is our outer man is being corrupted, he who is inner is being renewed day by day.Â” For just as the old is constantly ag
ing and from day to day becoming older, so also this new one is constantly being renewed, and there is never a time wh
en his renewing is not increasing. Just consider those who are making progress in the faith and who daily shine forth in t
he virtues, how they are always adding better things to their good works and eagerly searching for more noble things to
add to their noble deeds, how they grow rich in understanding, in knowledge, and in wisdom. The things which previousl
y seemed to be less clearly understood, they later discern as things plain to see and distinctly evident.
Consider whether you would not say that a man of this sort is in his dealings being daily renewedÂ—just as, on the contr
ary, as we have said, the person who has begun to grow old shall continue to get worse and is found daily to grow older
and to deteriorate further in himself. So then let us walk in newness of life, showing ourselves daily as new persons and,
so to speak, as increasingly more beautiful people, uniting the beauty of our face with Christ, as in a mirror and, beholdin
g the LordÂ’s glory, let us be transformed into the same image by which Christ, rising from the dead, has ascended from
the earthly lowliness to the glory of the FatherÂ’s majesty. ~
Scheck, Thomas P. (trans.) Origen: Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, Books 1-5. Catholic University of Americ
a Press, 2001. p. 358-360.
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Re: Dying and Resurrecting with Christ by Origen (c. 185-254) - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2011/5/30 0:23
Quote:
-------------------------Â“But no longer do I live, but Christ lives in me.Â” This is the same thing the apostle John also writes in his epistle when he says, Â“
Every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God.Â” Surely in that passage it is not the one who shall have spoken thes
e syllables and pronounced them in this common confession that shall seem to be led by the Spirit of God, but the one who has fashioned his life in su
ch a way and has produced the fruit of good works, such that he has demonstrated by the very devotion of his own works and thoughts that Christ has
come in the flesh and that he is dead to sin and alive to God.
-------------------------

Well stated. Thank you for posting this. I would love to read more excerpts from the earlier fathers. Good reading.
Re: , on: 2016/9/15 13:46
the beleivers had and have no beauty to add to Christ.
too many , most, of the early so-called church fathers built upon
and produced a false system,
and
many multitudes of religious so-called scholars have built upon
thus a faulty and terribly error-full foundation
instead
of building
upon CHRIST JESUS and the APOSTLES sent by YHWH (GOD)...
early on when I was a young believer devouring many volumes of books 'wherever' I could find them
The Good Shepherd Jesus SPARED ME from the so-called (and false) 'church fathers'
or I might also
have been led so far astray by them as many have been
and
still are today.
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