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Our hearts are idol factories. We all know this to be true. Ever since the fall of Adam and Eve, humanity has been doing i
ts best to value itself outside of God and for its own purposes. Martin Luther was correct in his assessment that if a pers
on gets the first commandment right (having no other gods before Him) then they would not ever transgress the rest of t
he commandments. All of our sins are rooted in our heartÂ’s predisposition towards idolatry.
This can become increasingly a problem for people who have been called into ministry. Because the human heart is alw
ays looking for a way to justify itself outside of Jesus, it is very easy for us to try and find our standing before God in our
service. Let me say from the outset, there is a fine line between walking out our callings and having ministry idolatry. Onl
y God knows the intricacies of the human heart. So please do not think that I think that I know the motivations of another
Â’s heart. I do not and realize (more and more each day) that before his own master a servant stands or falls. There are
too many people writing in the comments sections of internet sites that think that they can speak about the motivations o
f anotherÂ’s heart. I do not wish to add myself to that cacophonous chorus. But I do want to address a very present stru
ggle that is at work within the heartÂ’s of every minister.
For many of us, we struggle with finding our full identity in Christ alone. There is something glorious about being used by
God to bless the world in the name of Jesus. But it is very easy to find our identity in our ministry rather than in Jesus alo
ne. I believe that this is why so many cannot imagine their spiritual lives outside of the work that they do for Jesus. I ofte
n ask myself, Â“How would I do if God asked me to leave the pastoral ministry? Would I be bored? Would I like going to
church? Would I feel a void?Â” By asking these questions, I have found that my heart finds its value in a million things ot
her than Jesus. Looking back over my past as a Christian, I have found my heart exalting Â“being a ChristianÂ”, Â“being
on the worship teamÂ”, Â“being an elderÂ”, being an assistant pastorÂ”, Â“being a church planterÂ”, Â“being a part of a
specific movementÂ”, Â“being a conference speakerÂ”, Â“being an authorÂ”, and on and on ad nauseum. Do you see h
ow this goes?
Ministry idolatry is a way to allow our service of God to keep us from actually relating with God. We can be incredibly bu
sy and effective but yet really not relate with God at all. We allow our service for Him to define us rather than allow Him t
o define us for us. Anything that we value ourselves by or whatever our allegiance is outside of the person and work of J
esus, that is idolatry. So let us ask the Spirit of God to expose our heart idolatry!
read more: http://www.crossconnection.net/2012/02/ministry-idolatry/
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