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"Leonard Ravenhill once said that modern Christianity has accepted a counterfeit version of joy and peace by looking to
Hollywood and professional sports to bring us delight. We look to movies and television and football games to bring us t
he pleasure that our King desires to give. And by leaning on worldly entertainment for rest and refreshment, we find only
a temporary fix; not lasting happiness or true fulfillment...
Yes, there are a few movies that can actually edify our spirits and lead us closer to Christ. But very few fall into that cate
gory. And the bottom line is that the area of worldly entertainment, for most young Christians, has an unhealthy stranglehold upon us.
As I said in Authentic Beauty, one of the ways that you can tell something is an â€œidolâ€• or â€œother loverâ€• in your
life is that you are unwilling to let it go; you canâ€™t picture living without it. Most of us, if we were honest, would have t
o admit that we are unbelievably attached to the worldâ€™s entertainment. Life would seem empty and bleak if we didn
â€™t own a T.V. Weekends would be boring and depressing if we didnâ€™t frequent the local theater to catch the latest
Hollywood flick...
And despite the fact that it is currently hip for pastors to show clips from the latest blockbusters as part of their Sunday s
ermons, the reality is that movies (or T.V. shows) that actually bring glory to God and lead us closer to Christ are the rar
e exception, not the rule. When we sit in front of sights, images and messages that are the opposite of Godâ€™s Kingdo
m, we allow our minds to be subtly manipulated by the voices of darkness, whether we realize it or not....
One young woman I talked to, after seeing a handful of movies that portrayed affairs as beautiful and right (rather than s
elfish and sinful) became convinced that it was okay for people to leave their marriage partner for someone else if they f
ound their â€œsoul mateâ€•.
I canâ€™t help but wonder why we as Christ-professing young women are so willing to submit our minds and emotions t
o an industry that openly mocks the purity and righteousness of our Heavenly Prince. Most of us are far more influenced
by pop-culture than we are by the Word of God. We can quote our favorite lines from 100 different chick flicks, but the o
nly Scripture we know is John 3:16.
And we wonder why Christ feels distant.
But itâ€™s not just movies and T.V. that has us in its controlling vice. Itâ€™s an overall pre-occupation with pop-culture.
Music artists, professional athletes, and movie stars claim far more of our applause and attention than Jesus Christ does
.
Little children, keep yourselves from idols are the closing words that sum up the entire book of first John. (1 John 5:21 K
JV) Idols are not just golden statues that people bow down to in ornate temples. An idol is anything that claims our attent
ion and affection above Christ. Most of us verbally declare that Jesus Christ is more important to us than our fetish for m
usic or movies. But what does our life say? Where do we spend the best hours of our day? What do we turn to for enjoy
ment and comfort?
Tauler wrote,
A pure heart is one to which all that is not of God is strange and jarring.
Pop-culture floods our minds and senses with things that are not of God. But for most of us, the glamorized sin that surr
ounds us is not strange and jarring. Itâ€™s normal and accepted. In fact, we go out of our way to enjoy and participate i
n it. We even spend a huge amount of our time and money on it. And we allow it to capture our mind, emotion, and atten
tion. Christ makes it clear that we cannot love both Him and the things that charm and ravish this world. We cannot be d
azzled by the images of pop-culture and captivated by the King of all kings:
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that
is in the world - the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the world.
(I John 2:15-16 NKJV)
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Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wan
ts to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
(James 4:4)
...Does God stand up and cheer over American Idol? Does He smile with delight over the new Twilight movie? Does He
get excited about the latest Cold Play album?
Or does He grieve over our distracted, wandering, divided hearts?"
- Leslie Ludy

Re: Laying Down Idols by Leslie Ludy - posted by carters (), on: 2012/2/24 18:55
Quote:
...Does God stand up and cheer over American Idol? Does He smile with delight over the new Twilight movie? Does He
get excited about the latest Cold Play album?
Or does He grieve over our distracted, wandering, divided hearts?"
Thank you Brandy for sharing this. I really loved this and I have been thinking of these things today.
I pray we can be strong in these days with all the "pulls" and "idols" of the world. But as the article said, may we be stron
g to stand firm in our own hearts towards the Lord.
Re: Laying Down Idols by Leslie Ludy - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2012/3/1 19:44
Brandy, thanks for sharing this article.
I agree that being a friend of the world distracts us from following the LORD. One will soon question the validity of it and
then pursue it. Some of these things are so subtle and others overt. If one were to regard it as poison and keep your dist
ance it will go a long way in preventing one from being sucked into its whorl.
God bless.
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