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Comparison:The State Of the Church Today Vs 2000+ yrs ago - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2005/1/31 12:24
How would you say the church this day compares with the original church in terms of it's zeal for God and effectiveness
and seriousness concerning the affairs of God? I think we're lacking, any thoughts?
Re: Comparison:The State Of the Church Today Vs 2000+ yrs ago - posted by rocklife (), on: 2005/1/31 13:37
When I read things like Foxe's Book of Martyrs, the Voice of the Martyrs current persecution updates, the testimony in T
ortured for Christ by Richard Wurmbrand, Gospel for Asia updates, stories from underground churches in China and etc,
I see many committed christians much like the first century. I have learned the first century christians, once the heavy pe
rsecution came to this "cult" of Jesus' followers, many christians were like the underground church, secret christians doin
g much secret work, but like an iceberg, there was evidence of christianity above ground too. Jesus encourages us to do
good deeds secretly, we should all have some secret works for God. Let the right hand not know what the left is doing, s
ays Jesus.
Praying for the persecuted church of today in Africa, China, etc. will help our own perspective. You can help those christi
ans today who are being like the first century, by loving and praying and following Jesus wholeheartedly yourself. I'll tell
you what I see many christians lack is obedience to Matt 18:15, start obeying this one and you will definitely get some p
ersecution, even if it's just emotional or verbal (called judgmental for sure). Let's all press in to love and obedience to Je
sus christ, the only way, the Truth, the Life.
Dear Lord God, please forgive our sins by the shed blood of a perfect lamb, Jesus Christ. Please mold Your children to l
ove you more. Help us draw closer to You today. Thank you for hearing our prayers, please answer according to YOur w
ill. In Jesus' name I pray, amen.
Re: - posted by JKail (), on: 2005/1/31 16:07
"Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like n
othing?"
-Haggai 2:3
I have to say that I have never seen anything too similar to book of Acts type Christianity. I have read about some peopl
e/ministries that resemble Acts but overall I feel like we fit the description of what Haggai the prophet says in the above v
erse. (At least in the western world).
I have a dissatisfaction in my soul and long for a true expression of Christianity in myself and the body of Christ around
me...May God have mercy upon us.
Jake Kail
Re: - posted by rocklife (), on: 2005/1/31 18:00
Yes, Jkail, I am sadly disgusted with many churchgoers who claim to be christian and knowingly disobey much of Jesus.
I don't fellowship with these people as brothers and sisters, I see they need repentance, not flattery. These people, the o
nes I have relationships with by God's grace, are the ones who get very angry because many seem to think Jesus forgiv
es everything, even lukewarmness, when the bible does not say such things. Let's seek to follow Him more, as you do, y
ou will know Christ more. I suggest all churchgoers start following Matt 18:15, because this is so ignored and is causing
much disobedience among churchgoers. Obey Jesus in this, and you won't be fellowshipping with disobedient, you will b
e evangelizing in ways only orchestrasted by God, and your suffering will produce more and more love to Him. This is m
y experience and the experience of so many other christians.
Going to church and being in christian things is not christianity, loving God in word and DEED, obeying Jesus CHRIST is
a CHRISTian.
I also don't just talk and talk about christianity. I am thankful God has given me the passion to give away tracts, many m
any tracts, including other evangelism and His works. Tasteful tracts, not dumb devil tracts, those are terrible, also I mak
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e homemade tracts that go along with the neighborhood I am in. So many disobedient church people in my town, I must
evangelize, but God's great work for me right now is mainly to enemies, like sex offenders and etc. I encourage all christi
ans to follow Christ, He can give us all good things to do for His glory, even in simplicity and poverty. Love is all we need
.
Re: Comparison:The State Of the Church Today Vs 2000+ yrs ago - posted by alanrepent, on: 2005/1/31 18:27
there are few churches left in america today that will stand against this false modern Christianity without compromise, bu
t it does exist. be unwavering brethren. what he whispers in your ear, that shout from the rooftops. it is the only way we
will have revival. we must stand against false gospels and end time teachings. when we compromise, we are no better t
han the false prophets who compromised in days of old.
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2005/1/31 22:45
Quote:
-------------------------there are few churches left in america today that will stand against this false modern Christianity without compromise, but it does exi
st.
-------------------------

I suppose that these would b called extremists. Why do you think that compromise is seen as the way to go now?
I feel though that the only way we can experience a revival is via the consuming fire of judgement. That fire will burn up
all the deadwood and whatever is left will be purified for God.
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2005/1/31 22:47
Quote:
-------------------------Yes, Jkail, I am sadly disgusted with many churchgoers who claim to be christian and knowingly disobey much of Jesus.
-------------------------

How do y'all think the way church is handled today compares with how church was in the beginning?I'm talking of the pr
eaching and day to day runnings of the church and interacting with the community etc.
Re: - posted by alanrepent, on: 2005/2/3 18:03
Quote:
-------------------------How do y'all think the way church is handled today compares with how church was in the beginning?I'm talking of the preaching and
day to day runnings of the church and interacting with the community etc.
-------------------------

Jesus said "Go thou and preach the kingdom of God." The bible says God is pleased with the foolishness of preaching.
It seems satan has allowed people to think that this command to "Go!" is outdated in our culture, and satan has taught m
any churches that people should just "Come." He tells them to spread the "gospel" by saying things like "would you like
to come to our church?" instead of preaching the kingdom of God. somehow satan even got people to believe that this i
s a valid form of "witnessing." It is an attraction gospel, instead of the forcefully advancing kingdom that was established
after Jesus came. The fearful have a place in a lake of fire and brimstone.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2005/2/3 18:11
Quote:
-------------------------The fearful have a place in a lake of fire and brimstone
-------------------------

Brother you preach a heavy word! ;-)
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God Bless,
-Robert
Re: Comparison: The State of the Church Today vs 2000+ yrs ago - posted by TonyS (), on: 2005/2/4 0:22
Quote:
-------------------------there are few churches left in america today that will stand against this false modern Christianity without compromise, but it does exi
st.
-------------------------

There are in excess of 400,000 Churches in the United States Of America with roughly 140 million in attendance on any
given weekend according to The Gallup Organization.
How does one calculate the premise that there are only a "few" Uncompromising American Churches?
Blessings,
tony
Re: - posted by alanrepent, on: 2005/2/4 9:25
Quote:
------------------------How does one calculate the premise that there are only a "few" Uncompromising American Churches?
-------------------------

Jesus says few will enter in. Key word "uncompromising."
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2005/2/4 10:51
Well, one thing to remember is that 5 of the 7 Churches of Asia were in some sort of 'compromise.' Corinth is no excepti
on to this. That makes 6 out of 8 or 75% of these New Testament Churches. Titus was told to "Set in order the things tha
t are wanting..." This tells me that there is a need for folk to come in and help steer things right. Cursing the darkness is
not going to get things done- we must shine the light. ;-). Again, were any of us to arrive at Philidelphia we might say, "W
ell, they have it all together." But, then they would have no need of us. Ephesus sticks in my mind as the church that see
med to really be 'uncompromising' yet they were about to get their candlestick pulled. :-? There is more to having things
together than having them fit our view of 'together.' There are a lot of variables. A whole Lot. Only Christ can truly speak
to this. He stands in the midst of the candlesticks; I do not.
God Bless,
-Robert
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2005/2/8 10:31
Quote:
-------------------------Jesus said "Go thou and preach the kingdom of God." The bible says God is pleased with the foolishness of preaching. It seems sat
an has allowed people to think that this command to "Go!" is outdated in our culture, and satan has taught many churches that people should just "Co
me." He tells them to spread the "gospel" by saying things like "would you like to come to our church?" instead of preaching the kingdom of God. some
how satan even got people to believe that this is a valid form of "witnessing." It is an attraction gospel, instead of the forcefully advancing kingdom that
was established after Jesus came. The fearful have a place in a lake of fire and brimstone.
-------------------------

You know it has even gotten to the point that people think that going to church is all that is required to be a Christian. Pe
ople go to church to "get a word" but is that really how the early church operated? Or was the early church a place to gat

Page 3/4

Revivals And Church History :: Comparison:The State Of the Church Today Vs 2000+ yrs ago

her and share what God has done for oneself with others? There is a spirit of compacency that is upon the church and is
and had been keepin us from really doing God's work. Along with that is a spirit of deception that has caused people to b
elieve many lies and blasphemies instead of the truth of the word. The truth of being a Christian is that there will be man
y trials and tribulations that come with it, look at how the early church was persecuted, the apostles were hunted down li
ke animals and many martyred because they were about their father's business and that upset a lot of people. If you loo
k at the church today, it has morphed into this compromising beast that tries to please the world and God at the same ti
me. The only thing that can happen now to get the church back on track is for the tribulation to come. That fire will consu
me all that which is not of God chasing away the false believers and leaving only those who are truly about GOd's busin
ess. I pray that we be found among the latter.
Re: state of the church - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2005/2/8 10:38
Came across this quote today:
"Lord, make me a crisis man. Let me not be a mile-post on a single road, but make me a fork that men must turn one w
ay or another in facing Christ in me." -Jim Elliott
We need more men and women like this! I want to be a fork in the road, a crossroads where people see the real Christ a
nd say "I have a choice to make".
Edit: and I do mean "Christians".
In Him, Chanin
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