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Homeless Preacher that Risks his Life Every Day for Jesus - posted by hulsey (), on: 2012/11/27 14:55
http://gnli.christianpost.com/video/homeless-preacher-that-risks-his-life-every-day-for-jesus-7305
What was that that Ravenhill said? Someday some young man will pick up the Bible, read it and...?
Re: Homeless Preacher that Risks his Life Every Day for Jesus - posted by SteveHale (), on: 2012/11/27 23:55
Watching this bloke both challenges and encourages me at the same time.
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2012/11/28 9:16
What didn't sound right to me was when he was taking in homeless people to his home and got kicked out of three apart
ments then HIS WIFE LEFT HIM. He said it non-chalantly like it was nothing.
I feel the Gospel does not ignore the calling towards being faithful to our husbands and wifes.
Re: , on: 2012/11/28 11:11
Personally this story brought me to my knees and broke my heart in tears. Praise GOD for His mercy endures FOREVE
R! Thank you for posting.
Greg, I see your point, but let's try not to judge him without knowing all the facts. Let's be thankful and rejoice that these
homeless men and women are being spiritually feed.
"And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for
my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life."
"And Jesus said to him, "The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to la
y His head."
"And a personÂ’s enemies will be those of his own household."
"At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them."
"If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also."
"Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword."
In regard to apartments not letting him bring in the homeless, I believe this is possible. In my small city there are dozens
of homeless, but they kick them off the streets because it sends a bad message to the city. Also, there will be a law pass
ed that if you are on the street you will go to jail. If you goto jail three times for sleeping on the street then you will go to p
rison. I do not know all the details about the law, but I plan to find it out soon. Anyways, I thought of this verse:
"For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man
in dirty clothes, and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, Â“You sit here in a go
od place,Â” and you say to the poor man, Â“You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,Â” have you not made dist
inctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and
are convicted by the law as transgressors."
Love in Christ's name,
Kenneth Martin
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Re: - posted by hulsey (), on: 2012/11/28 12:16
Amen Greg and most of the time I would agree. But, knowing that news reports tend to fall short on information and are
heavily edited, I would give him the benefit of the doubt. Who's to say that there wasn't more information given in the inte
rview about his marriage that was cut to fit the piece into it's time-slot? Sometimes the Gospel brings a sword into familie
s. We don't all end up looking like the Duggars. Is that offensive to us? For every wonderful testimony of families knit tog
ether by the introduction of the Gospel there's an Art Katz with the testimony of a new believer disowned because he em
braced the same Gospel.
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2012/11/28 12:47
Quote:
-------------------------Amen Greg and most of the time I would agree. But, knowing that news reports tend to fall short on information and are heavily edit
ed, I would give him the benefit of the doubt. Who's to say that there wasn't more information given in the interview about his marriage that was cut to f
it the piece into it's time-slot? Sometimes the Gospel brings a sword into families. We don't all end up looking like the Duggars. Is that offensive to us?
For every wonderful testimony of families knit together by the introduction of the Gospel there's an Art Katz with the testimony of a new believer disown
ed because he embraced the same Gospel.
-------------------------

Agreed brother. Though I have heard many stories of brothers who felt they were following Christ radically and had wive
s that felt so very neglected, mistreated and discouraged because the husband loved the ministry more than family. Also
the husband can do radical things that deprive the wive of the basics of comfort or a home which also can seem like the
y are radically following Christ but a command of Christ is to love your wife.
I believe there are times God will call a husband to radical commitment even if a wife is not willing at first but for the sake
of a marriage one could find ways to have balance. Hence in this case this brother could have stopped having homeless
live with them and rather spent more time out with them "or" had a separate apartment in the building he could fundraise
to have just for the homeless to live in that he supervised.
Of course we cannot take that one statement out of context and disregard his work, I feel we need many more brothers
who have a commitment to love and serve the poor as this brother. But that statement did stick out to me quite strongly.

Re: - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2012/11/28 13:53
All of you have made some strong points
pertaining to this post. The Lord would have us to
forsake all and follow Him without neglecting
our families. Only the Lord can bring us into
that proper balance.
Mike
Re: , on: 2012/11/28 13:55
Who are the brothers that have neglected their wife by obeying Jesus in some way, which led to their wife leaving them?
The obedience of faith is I think the key to this brother's testimony, mentioned in the beginning of this interview: God call
ed him and he obeyed. Like Pullinger, God called her and said: Go!!! Like John Wesley too. John W. also could be consi
dered one of the brothers who did the same with his wife? What about the Pilgrim's Progress story? Eventually the wife
came back and let's hope and pray that this homeless brother's wife will return. Then there is the mystery of the apostle
Paul and his choice not to take a wife, etc. Did he ever have a wife as a Jew? This was the custom? Did she leave him b
ecause he left the Jewish faith to obey a man who died on a cross?
Anyone could say this of John Wesley too and they do often condemn him for his supposed neglect of Mary. Granted, in
the Kingdom of God this is not the norm; yes we are to lay down our life for our wife, keep our home in order, provide bot
h spiritually and materially for those in our household, but we are ALSO commanded to lay down our life for the saints.
"Someone said to Him, Â“Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside seeking to speak to You.Â” But J
esus answered the one who was telling Him and said, Â“Who is My mother and who are My brothers?Â” And stretching
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out His hand toward His disciples, He said, Â“Behold My mother and My brothers! Â“For whoever does the will of My Fat
her who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother.Â”
Love in Christ's name,
Kenneth Martin
Re: - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2012/11/28 14:07
Brother Kenneth,
I can see what you are saying, but not
everyone that quits their job to do ministry
work is following the Lord. Some are being
led by a misguided zeal and love their ministry
more than the Lord or their families. I have
seen families destroyed from this very thing.
Mike
Re: - posted by DEADn (), on: 2012/11/28 16:49
On the surface this story seems very similar to what we might read in Voice of the Martyrs but without the persecution o
f police and others.
Being kicked out of apartments - I wonder what happened there. It is easy to judge that part without know the facts behin
d it.
Re: , on: 2012/11/28 17:50
The homeless brother's story and some of the posts remind me of a Ravenhill quote:
"Anything that you love MORE than the Lord Jesus is an idol."
Re: - posted by SteveHale (), on: 2012/11/28 21:03
This seems to go beside that video. http://media.sermonindex.net/3/SID3523.mp3
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2012/11/28 22:17
I feel we don't know the full story enough to judge whether or not this brother was in God's perfect will when he lost his w
ife and apartment and chose to live on the streets to minister instead of trying to get a job and a place to live.
What I will say is that I don't believe the Lord would have him to give away money like that being that the vast majority of
that money will be spent on drugs or alcohol. Giving of food and clothing, yes, not cash. I grew up in the ghetto and still li
ve in the ghetto and know first hand what most homeless people do with most of the money they get.
I would agree with some who have posted that balance is needed when you have a wife and/or children. While Scripture
commands us to focus on God's kingdom primarily it also commands us to provide for our families.
"But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is wor
se than an unbeliever"-1Tim.5:8.
Another concern is the danger of the unbiblical social gospel agenda which says meeting physical needs should be a pri
mary focus of the church. God's Word teaches that preaching the gospel should the be the primary focus, the great com
mission-Matt.28:18-20.
While the Lord fed the multitudes at times, it was always in the context of preaching the gospel of the kingdom to them.
He cared more about their soul and where they would spend eternity.
Jesus did not just hang around with and preach to the poor but also to the middle classes and rich and affluential people
of society. Even though He was "homeless" the evidence seems to indicate that He kept Himself clean and presentable t
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o a certain extent since he was able to mix with all classes of society and attend many types of social gatherings such a
s weddings, synagogue meetings, etc.
And He preached a whole gospel of repentance and faith, not a watered down gospel which we hear a lot today. My hop
e is that this brother is indeed preaching a whole gospel to these homeless people, because that is what they need more
than anything else.
Things are not always as they seem on the surface. As followers of Jesus we need much wisdom from above and throu
gh the Scriptures, being careful to heed the whole counsel of God.
Re: , on: 2012/11/28 22:44
I did not like how he gave money to those who might use it for drugs either, but I was somehow able to overlook this and
even the fact that his wife left him. The reason why is because I have beeen seeking and learning to yield to the reality o
f the cross in my life. As Art speaks of in the clip that SteveHale posted. There must be death to have life as Jesus said:
"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears muc
h fruit."
Art appeared to always be open to yielding and receiving the dying to self and carrying the cross so that Christ's life mig
ht be manifested. The homeless brother admitted to a life of suffering and I know of homeless men who get attacked all t
he time while living on the streets. One thing that might be helping him is that by giving to others he is also gaining friend
s who will help and protect him on the streets.
Listening to the Art Katz clip makes me think of the following message from Austin Sparks:
"The Lord Jesus said "I am the true Vine," and it was prophesied of Him that He would tread the winepress alone. The C
ross was His winepress. How He was pressed in the Cross! He was crushed and broken, but out of that breaking has co
me the Life which you and I have, and which so many in all the nations have received. That is true, in a measure, of His
Church. It was out of the breaking and crushing of the Church that the Life came to the world. And that is true of every m
ember, every branch of the vine. If we are to fulfill this true, living ministry, it will only be through suffering, through the wi
nepress, through pressure and through breaking. Paul said: "We were pressed out of measure, above strength" (2 Corin
thians 1:8 Â– A.V.) Â– but what Life has come out of that man's pressure! We are not talking about preaching and Bible t
eaching, but about this great ministry of Christ giving His Life through us. It may be passed on to others through preachi
ng, or through teaching, or through living, but if it is His Life it will come out of experiences of suffering. A preacher or a t
eacher who has never suffered will never minister Life."
Seeking Him,
Kenneth
"For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace."

Re: Homeless Preacher that Risks his Life Every Day for Jesus - posted by notlongnow, on: 2012/11/29 6:27
Praise God! This is fantastic!!!!
A man following the Lord, obeying His word, ministering to the rejected and poor.
And yet all some christians can do is find some stones to throw at him? Give me a break.
So what do we do with the verse;
"But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none."
1 Corinthians 7:29
and this one;
"Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.
For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law
against her mother in law.
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And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.
He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is n
ot worthy of me.
And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me."
Matthew 10:34-38
Most likely he had an unbelieving wife who refused to follow the Lord with him. From what I read in the scriptures, our ob
edience to Christ comes before the whims of our spouses and if they leave, we are to let them leave.
I am all for the promotion of christian men loving their wives, but because there has been a great upsurge in preching on
this in recent years, (in response to the high divorce rate, and men leaving their roles as providers and protectors of their
families,) I do think it has been taken to the extreme at times. What I mean is yes, preaching this is right, but it has almo
st become like an idol in some circles, above a believers first allegiance to the Lord.
Here is a man who has laid his whole life down and taken up his cross exactly like it says in the scriptures, and all we ca
n do is speculate that he didn't love his wife enough???
Sometimes I think when we see men actually living out Jesus commands we get uneasy, because we are unwilling to liv
e like that, or we are still holding some part of our lives to ourselves. Sometimes I wonder if we are simply jealous.
Some quotes from the story I liked:
"He doesnt judge people. He gives money to everybody, he deosnt think 'oh this person might be ripping me off'."
Yes!! I wholeheartedly agree. Just like Jesus said. This man doesn't examine the motives of everyone who comes to him
in need. He gives to everyone who asks and he doesn't expect a return on his 'investment'.
"It was difficult to convince Pannizzo to do an interview because he doesn't want what he is doing to be glorified." Sound
s like a real disciple of Jesus to me, unlike most of the show ponies around.
This guy gives me hope that there are still real disciples of Christ out there willing to lose their lives to save it, and not ca
ring about what 'Church' people think. No wonder the Lord has him out on the streets loving his neighbour and not under
the umbrella of some man made 'ministry'.
By the way. I don't see too many crowds of homeless people standing round to hear one man read Jesus words to them.
Maybe thats because most of the other people doing that are preaching but not meeting their physical needs. I watched
a youtube video of some street preachers have a homeless woman come up and say they needed a place to stay and al
l they did was stand there and PRAY God would find a place for them. Are they serious?? Go and practice what you pre
ach from the bible and see how many people you have willingly wanting to hear what you say then!!
"If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warme
d and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?
Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone."
James 2:15-17
"Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which
he hath promised to them that love him?" James 2:5
Amen!
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Re: , on: 2012/11/29 11:49
"We&#65279; have to go to where we run out, and when we run out we get Him" (Jackie Pullinger).
Amen Notlongnow, my sentiments exactly and I even quoted some of the same verses you did. I am so hungry for realit
y and I believe others want reality too. Jesus promised to give us life-eternal life, and to know Him is eternal life. We mus
t minister Him to others and to one another. I remember a statement from Jackie Pullinger about how the poor people livi
ng in the Walled City in Hong Kong did not understand when she said "Jesus Loves You," instead she had to show them
the love of Jesus.
Paul said he counted all loss to know Christ and to be found in Him, not having a righteousness of his own derived from
the law. This is from an apostle who understood that when he was weak Christ was strong in him. Paul boasted in his w
eakness, boasted in the cross, boasted in sufferings, infirmities, and distresses. Most importantly Paul boasted IN the Lo
rd! Truly abiding in the Christ and Christ in Paul. It is not I, but CHRIST in me who lives.
OHHHHHHHHH, dear Father God have mercy on us and break us, bring us to the end of ourselves so that we might be
the Christ on the earth.
We want to have control because as James says: "For jealousy and selfishness are not God's kind of wisdom. Such thin
gs are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic." As Paul said: those in the flesh CANNOT please God and they are hostile to Hi
m. God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Please note all these verses are written to Christians.
The Baptism with the Holy Spirit means death to selfish control and then the Spirit of life in Christ controlling you. What d
oes Baptism mean? Does it not represent death? The Holy Spirit is a person, not some power that you get a hold of to c
ontrol and use as you will. The Holy Spirit has the power, but He is a Person who controls and uses you for the glory an
d purposes of God.
"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears muc
h fruit."
"The one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked" (1 John 2:6).
Love in Christ name,
Kenneth Martin
Re: Homeless Preacher that Risks his Life Every Day for Jesus, on: 2012/12/27 16:35
This is it. This is what Jesus was talking about in the gospels.
Whoever desires to save your life will lose it and whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.
I tried to do a bit of what this guy did and you need to understand the pain/suffering/heartache this will cause but I do ha
ve to wonder if you have not tried anything like this, are you really a christian? If you don't face any persecution or suffer
ing, how can you call yourself a christian especially in the world we live in.
This guy is the only guy, I can say 100% really does what the bible says.
All of us should be convicted, most of us should be ashamed.
What have you given up for the sake of Christ?
I tried and I could not do what he did.
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Re: Homeless Preacher that Risks his Life Every Day for Jesus, on: 2012/12/30 8:25
Quote:
-------------------------A man following the Lord, obeying His word, ministering to the rejected and poor.&#8232;&#8232;And yet all some christians can d
o is find some stones to throw at him? Give me a break.&#8232;&#8232;So what do we do with the verse; &#8232;"But this I say, brethren, the time is
short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none."&#8232;1 Corinthians 7:29&#8232;&#8232; and this one; &#8232;"Thi
nk not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.&#8232;For I am come to set a man at variance against his fathe
r, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.&#8232; And a man's foes shall be they of his own househol
d.&#8232;He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.&#8
232;And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me."&#8232;Matthew 10:34-38&#8232;&#8232; Most likely he had an un
believing wife who refused to follow the Lord with him. From what I read in the scriptures, our obedience to Christ comes before the whims of our spou
ses and if they leave, we are to let them leave.&#8232;&#8232;I am all for the promotion of christian men loving their wives, but because there has be
en a great upsurge in preaching on this in recent years, (in response to the high divorce rate, and men leaving their roles as providers and protectors o
f their families,) I do think it has been taken to the extreme at times. What I mean is yes, preaching this is right, but it has almost become like an idol in
some circles, above a believers first allegiance to the Lord.&#8232;&#8232;Here is a man who has laid his whole life down and taken up his cross exa
ctly like it says in the scriptures, and all we can do is speculate that he didn't love his wife enough???&#8232;&#8232; Sometimes I think when we see
men actually living out Jesus commands we get uneasy, because we are unwilling to live like that, or we are still holding some part of our lives to ours
elves. Sometimes I wonder if we are simply jealous. notlongnow.
-------------------------

Just to put things into context brother the same Paul who said Â“they that have wives live as though they had noneÂ” als
o said Â“know you not that he who loves his wife loves himselfÂ”. I think Paul was simply pointing out that it is possible t
o love your wife for selfish reasons and not as a matter of obedience to the commandment Â“love your wifeÂ”.
The passage from Matthew concerning bringing a sword, is a sword on the earth and not a sword on the family. The divi
sion is one of believing and not one to make a division wilfully by reason of estrangement. Taking a cross in this passag
e has to do with making a right response to Christ calling in your life despite your father, mother sister and brother. No m
ention of a wife. The family being spoken of is your fathers family and not your own family.
Greg didnÂ’t throw any stones. He simply pointed out that the attitude or lack of response to the fact of loosing his wife b
y reason of his ministry to the homeless was inconsistent with his responsibility to his wife. Or perhaps he didnÂ’t demon
strate any sense of loss and therefore this raised a question. Or perhaps Greg knows that if you have a contract of marri
age you are bound to it before God and men.
If you have a wife then live as a man who has a wife in Christ and not as a wife in the flesh. The flesh demands one kind
of thing and has reasonable expectations in marriage. Christ demands another kind of thing in that He expects married
men to love their wives, not as themselves, but as Christ loves the church. The demands of Christ necessitate a more m
ature reflection on this business of being married.
To accept the loss of your wife without regret, understanding that the way you treat your wife is a measure of your obedi
ence to Christ, is a contradiction. In writing this I would share with you that having been homeless and hungry as a youn
g man it is easy to feel compassion for those who are homeless themselves. I have taken homeless men off the street a
nd given them the comfort of a bed as well as food and my wife has not resisted it. When we were first married my wife
went with me to the homeless shelter to minister to the homeless and she washed their feet even though she hated the i
dea of it. I washed and cut their hair. I also washed their feet because to a homeless person, feet are just about as impor
tant as you can get. Whilst holding their feet it was pure joy to share the gospel knowing that they had to wrestle with the
ir minds seeing the service being shown to them and at the same time trying to work out the meaning of it in the present
ation of Christ. Only the Lord knows what good came of it. But the doing of it isnÂ’t so difficult if you have a reason to un
derstand it.
Re: , on: 2012/12/30 8:30
armkelly,
That's all true unless God told him to forsake all and follow him.
It all depends on what happened. And we don't have all the facts.
Look at what happened to Job. Because of his obedience to God, it caused great strain on Job's relationship with his wif
e. So much so that she said "curse God and die". What if the preacherman's wife didn't want to obey God any longer a
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nd chose to leave and disobey God. The preacherman is not an idiot. He was a doctorate student at Berkeley. Do you
really think he desired for the woman and child he loved to depart from him? That probably crushed him. He probably ha
d to choose forsaking all to follow Christ. When push comes to shove that commandment will take priority over taking ca
re of your wife.
First commandment is to love the lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, isn't it? Not to love your wife. Paul also s
aid that if you are able, you should be single.
Did you know that God can command you to sacrifice your own kid? Doesn't that sound absolutely insane? But that sit
uation occurred in the one of the most popular bible stories of all time. Do you think Abraham wanted to kill his own son
? Absolutely not, but out of obedience to God, he had to forsake all and was willing to kill his own Son out of his love for
God. God can be very extreme.

Look at what it says in Matthew 10:34-39
Â“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have co
me to turn
Â“Â‘a man against his father,
a daughter against her mother,
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-lawÂ—
a manÂ’s enemies will be the members of his own household.
Â“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter m
ore than me is not worthy of me. Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds
their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.
I don't like these commandments. Actually I hate them. I think they are too extreme. I wish God was more easy going b
ut that's what the bible says.
Also look at David Livingstone's life. He was a missionary and God called Him to Africa. He loved his wife and family bu
t because God called him to be missionary, he suffered greatly. He lost his whole family and his wife by obeying God's c
all. He could've just stayed in his home country and taken care of his family. But he had to follow the call and be willing t
o forsake all to follow and obey God.
Here is John Piper's "You will Suffer". In this video, John talks about losing everything when you follow God. At times, e
ven your family.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--JiiuJNvt4

I hate this aspect of following God. I weep almost everyday cause of the suffering but that's what the bible says. I don't
make the rules.
I also worry about the other side of the spectrum. The group of people that make raising a family an idol over loving Go
d. My sister has a family with kids now. Ever since she has a family of her own, that family became an idol. All her actio
ns are consumed with taking care of the family. She is so consumed by it that she denies it is the end times. She thinks
the economy will bounce right back and everything will be normal again. She is also a pastor and has been a pastor for
almost a decade.
In conclusion, we don't know why his wife left, so we can't make a conclusion. But after watching the video and listening
to his audio, this guy seems to be legitimate.
Please download his mp3 and take a listen.
http://cdn.sfgate.com/blogs/sounds/sfgate/chroncast/2008/05/23/ChronRadio-Preacherman-20080524.mp3
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Re: , on: 2012/12/30 9:23
Quote:
-------------------------Do you really think he desired for the woman and child he loved to depart from him? He probably had to choose forsaking all to follo
w Christ. When push comes to shove that commandment will take priority of taking care of your wife. codek
-------------------------

The passage you quoted does indeed speak about loving a son or a daughter and so it does include a manÂ’s own hous
ehold as well as his fatherÂ’s household. What it does not say is that a man should love the Lord more than his wife. Th
e issue in this passage is not an issue of life as far as eternity goes, though at its root the issue is an issue of the effect o
f the gospel of Christ. So that a son may believe and a father may not etc,. The taking of the cross is the question which
gives rise to being counted worthy. If you can say that you are worthy of the LordÂ’s death then so be it. But I cannot sa
y it. But if you want to be worthy of the kingdom, that is Christ when He comes in His kingdom, then that is something to
be counted worthy off.
The passage is separated in meaning and its separation is the house of your father and your own house. The one is a m
atter of life and may bring division because if the son believes and the father does not therein lies the division of the swo
rd of the word. The other is not believing, since when can believing unto life be reckoned as bearing a cross? This secon
d part has to do with your own household and it excludes your wife. It is a matter of being counted worthy and has nothin
g to do with eternal life. We donÂ’t receive eternal life by bearing our cross. We receive eternal life by believing by faith a
free gift. Being counted worthy of Christ at His coming kingdom on the other hand is a being counted worthy to reign wit
h Christ in His kingdom.
If not then every man is free to claim that Â“God Himself has told me to put my wife aside because she doesnÂ’t agree
with GodÂ’ calling in my lifeÂ”. We are required to work out our salvation with fear and trembling, not to hide behind our
calling no matter how difficult a thing it may seem to be. I have no idea whether this man regrets his loss. No doubt he k
nows. But if he consents to the making of a video for public viewing and includes a failure to explain himself he will be fo
und to have caused others to stumble because they will take their lead from him seeing as how zealous he is. This is all
in this thread read it again if you donÂ’t believe me.
The gospel is a sword which divides a father from a son and a mother from her daughter in law etc. But the man and his
wife are one flesh. They cannot be divided even as Christ cannot be divided from His body the church. Only bearing the
cross can make for a separation in that it is the loss of your own rights and pleasures for the sake of Christ. So in this a
man cannot continue to love his wife simply because he loves her as he loves himself, but must love his wife as Christ lo
ves His body. This is why the scripture tells us that even if just one parent is a believer the children are righteous.
Remaining single and choosing not to marry is one thing. To abandon your wife against her wishes is complete nonsens
e. I deny that God would ever ask anyone to serve Him to the cost of his own wife and children. The decision we took w
hen we married was a decision which we have to live with for the rest of our lives and if we could believe that then perha
ps we would find a way to serve God and not cause our wives and children to stumble in the process.
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2012/12/30 9:35
Quote:
-------------------------Here is John Piper's "You will Suffer". In this video, John talks about losing everything when you follow God. At times, even your fa
mily.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--JiiuJNvt4

I hate this aspect of following God. I weep almost everyday cause of the suffering but that's what the bible says. I don't make the rules.
I also worry about the other side of the spectrum. The group of people that make raising a family an idol over loving God. My sister has a family with ki
ds now. Ever since she has a family of her own, that family became an idol. All her actions are consumed with taking care of the family. She is so cons
umed by it that she denies it is the end times. She thinks the economy will bounce right back and everything will be normal again. She is also a pastor
and has been a pastor for almost a decade.
-------------------------

The Gospel never calls us to neglect our wives or leave them for a more holy call. We must obey Ephesians 5 towards
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marriage. Only if a wife consents should a husband go alone and serve the Lord on the mission field for a season.
There is a great deception in trying to serve the Lord and treat your wife badly feeling it is ok because of your devotion to
the Lord.

Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2012/12/30 11:29
In light of Ephesians 5:25 and in the relation of the husband's love for his wife, this is a covenant which is paralleled with
Christ's sacrificial love for His church. Abandonment is not an option, no matter how great the supposed "calling" is on a
man's ministry. The Lord cannot contradict His Word and call a person to a ministry which will bring about a breach in th
e marriage covenant. This would be like Him dividing His own house against itself.
According to scripture if a man cannot keep His own family in a holy balance, he has no business doing God's work. Thi
s includes covenantal relations with his wife as well as the behavior of his own children while under his roof. This is how
I read scripture and I therefore agree with Greg and the others who have voiced apprehension concerning this person's
ministry.
Brother Paul
Re: Homeless Preacher that Risks his Life Every Day for Jesus - posted by PQ (), on: 2012/12/30 12:37
Keep the zeal + Keep the marriage = A just balance.
I appreciate the gentleman zeal which is a great encouragement, yet I also appreciate Brother Greg's discernment which
brings me a balance.

pq*
Re: , on: 2012/12/30 15:24
We do not know if the preacherman treated his wife badly. By the same logic, I cannot conclude that the wife became a
devil worshipper, denounced christ and went off with a billionaire and left her poor husband. On what basis, are we maki
ng that conclusion? How do you guys know?
Did David Livingstone neglect his wife also? Should he have just quit being a missionary and God's call and go back ho
me.
When does serving your wife become paramount to obeying Christ?
So when the mark of the beast comes, should we just receive the mark so we can feed our starving family?
Do we want the best life for our family in heaven or on earth?
I understand that Ephesians 5 verse. Yes, we have to love our wives and most of the time, we will do that. But God so
metimes cause not just the wife but the whole family to suffer. I hate that part about this christian life and I pray to God t
hat no family will go through that.
Please listen to the story of David Livingstone.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rUl78SBbNFc
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Re: Homeless Preacher that Risks his Life Every Day for Jesus, on: 2012/12/30 16:48
Quote:
-------------------------We do not know if preacherman treated his wife badly. On what basis, are we making that conclusion? How do you guys know?&#8
232;&#8232;Did David Livingstone neglect his wife also? Should he have just quit being a missionary and God's call and go back home.&#8232;&#82
32;When does serving your wife become paramount to obeying Christ?&#8232;&#8232;There is no deception on my part. &#8232;&#8232;So when th
e mark of the beast comes, she we just receive the mark so we can feed our starving family?&#8232;&#8232;Do we want the best life for our family in
heaven or on earth? codek
-------------------------

I hope you are not offended if I seek to answer your questions but this business of being a husband and father is so imp
ortant that to neglect it is will lead to serious loss. I donÂ’t suppose you are deceived yourself but the brother in the centr
e of this post may be. Whether this is in fact true we may never know until we all see the Lord. One thing is for certain th
ose who have wives and children have an absolute duty and responsibility before God to love them. This love is not the l
ove of a man for a women but the love of Christ. It is to be the same love of Christ with which Christ Himself loved us. Th
is is how a man must love his wife and children. We all know that to love a woman is something which all natural men ha
ve in their power. There is nothing exceptional in simply loving your wife. Her beauty in the eyes of her husband is itself
a constraint and a reasonable influence. This influence and reasonable restraint was first experienced and recognised b
y our forefather Adam. It is nothing compared to the love of Christ and the reality of what happened in Eden sets the bas
is for this need for a man to love his wife as Christ loved us and not simply for a man to Â“love his wifeÂ”.
The reason given by Paul for this is because Â“the women is a weaker vesselÂ” and herein lies the understanding. This
is also why the scriptures never tells children not to cause their parents to stumble or wives to cause their husbands to st
umble. The power to cause stumbling is with the husband not the wife or the children. No doubt a woman can cause her
husband to become angry or else a child can give rise to fear and therefore anger. This is not what stumbling means. W
hen this brother persisted in his ministry to the cost of his wife and children he failed to take account of her true condition
and the need she has for him to be a man and do his duty both towards her and her children. Stumbling in this sense is
before God and amounts to a reasonable cry on the part of the woman to God Himself and an accusation of injustice. Su
ch things cannot be overlooked and this brother will have to pay for his decisions in his own body, just as his wife and ch
ildren have paid and may still be paying in theirs.
Imagine if the Lord were to take such an attitude with us. How would we obey him then? Or how would we take confiden
ce in Him. Our confidence is not only that He died for us and rose from the dead for us, but that He now lives for us at th
e right hand of the Father evermore making intercession for us. Why is this? Because we are weak and He is strong. By
His strength He is able to save us and through His weakness (the cross) He laid himself down for us. So ought a man to
do for his wife and children. If he will not then he is denying the reality of his wife and children and making of them a sacr
ifice to his own calling. Such a thing is not necessary. On the other hand if a man does have a calling in his life and kno
ws that he will one day depart his house, (just as Christ departed heaven) and go into the world, (just as Christ came int
o the world) then let him do it as Christ did it. Â“Father of those that thou hast given Me, I have lost noneÂ”. Let those wh
o serve Christ comprehend this. The man is the head of the woman and it is his responsibility before God to keep his fa
mily. Were this not possible God would not ask it of us. The woman is saved through childbearing and motherhood. This
is a being saved for the kingdom of heaven not a receiving of eternal life. For in Christ there is neither male or female. S
o eternal life is not a matter of Adam is a matter of Christ. Marriage on the other hand is a matter for men and women, m
ale and female. How easy it is for men to despise the weakness of their wives and to fail to comprehend their own weak
ness before God.
I could share with you some very sobering accounts on this subject but I will spare you. It is a mistake to believe that a
man can save his family for the kingdom by departing from them now. In eternity there will be no marriage. Salvation for
the woman is measured in obedience to her husband and in faithfulness to her natural estate in the keeping of the home
and in child bearing. There is nothing shameful in this it is a wonder and a natural estate. Likewise there is nothing spirit
ual in a man making children and then thereafter serving strangers to the neglecting of his wife and children. No doubt a
sound wife who is in Christ also will be likeminded with her husband and in season will obediently free him to serve God
in the mission field if it is his calling to do so. Yet let him first learn how to be a husband if he is indeed a husband and th
erein teach his wife and children so that when his day comes he will go in peace and they will also have peace.
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Re: , on: 2012/12/30 17:09
armkelly
I will not read your posts anymore because you refuse to read my points.
You ignore my points, including the one about David Livingstone.
You really need to watch the "you will suffer" video by John Piper that was put up by Sermonindex and maybe Greg him
self.
It talks about how following Christ will include pain and suffering, many times hardship will occur in the family, including t
he loss of family and maybe even a broken family.
You are arguing on a minor point and your arguments now include statments about "marriages not existing in heaven".
You are forgetting the central point which is our dedication to Christ MIGHT call us to forsake all.
Until you see the central theme here, you're missing the point. It doesn't matter if we're married or not in heaven, and I'
m not sure why you are arguing that.

Page 12/12

