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The Church: Common People
For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are calle
d. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of t
he world to put to shame the things which are mighty.Â—1 Corinthians 1:26,27
Christian believers and Christian congregations must be thoroughly consecrated to Christ's glory alone. This means abs
olutely turning their backs on the contemporary insistence on human glory and recognition. I have done everything I can
to keep "performers" out of my pulpit. I was not called to recognize "performers." I am confident our Lord never meant for
the Christian church to provide a kind of religious stage where performers proudly take their bows, seeking personal rec
ognition. That is not God's way to an eternal work. He has never indicated that proclamation of the gospel is to be depen
dent on human performances.
Instead, it is important to note how much the Bible has to say about the common peopleÂ—the plain people. The Word
of God speaks with such appreciation of the common people that I am inclined to believe they are especially dear to Him
. Jesus was always surrounded by the common people. He had a few "stars," but largely His helpers were from the com
mon peopleÂ—the good people and, surely, not always the most brilliant. Tragedy in the Church: The Missing Gifts, 5.
"We confess, Lord, that we have too often been enamored of the religious star, the celebrity, the big name. In our church
, Lord, help us to treat all alike as Your servants. Amen."
Re: Tozer on Christian Leadership - posted by Jeremy221, on: 2013/7/27 8:14
Amen.
Re: Tozer on Christian Leadership - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2013/7/27 11:50
"The Church has been on the earth for a long time now. Yet God has never once asked anyone to manage a church, nei
ther has He called upon a few more advanced brothers to set up a church. To the contrary, the services of the local chur
ch are all governed by the Holy Spirit." "Let me say to each of my beloved brethren in the work, that notwithstanding how
strong your ministry may be, how rich may be your gift, and how useful you are, you are a Nicolaitan if you monopolize a
ll services. You have nothing to boast of; rather, you must confess your sin. Your personal piety will destroy the church i
nstead of building it up. The right and correct way of work is to lead all the brothers and sisters into service. More service
or less service is not the issue here. The pressing issue before us is that everyone must serve. Unless all serve, there is
no church. Here, then is today's way: the work must be done by the entire church; it is the church and not just a few indiv
iduals, that preaches the gospel. No matter how well you each work, you become a Nicolaitan if you are a substitute for
other people in the body of Christ. You may have a ministry but do not, as a consequence, have the church in reality. Ho
wever successful may be certain so-called spiritual giants or great revivalists, their works are a failure if they fail to bring
in body ministry." ................
Watchman Nee
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