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The Men of speculative Reason are powerless Enemies, that cannot strike at your Religion with the Strength of a Straw.
Did you but rightly see what their Power is, you would see it as ridiculous as that of a few Water-Engines trying to quenc
h the fiery Globe of the Sun: For Reason stands in the same Inability to touch the Truth of Religion, as the water-engine
to affect the Sun. Nay, its Inability is much greater; for could the Water, thrown from the Engine, be made to reach the S
un, it would have some, though an insignificant, Effect upon it; but Reason can no more affect the Truth of Religion, than
Nothing can affect Something.
If Reason seems to have any Power against Religion, it is only where Religion is become a dead Form, has lost its true
State, and is dwindled into Opinion; and when this is the Case, that Religion stands only as a well-grounded Opinion, the
n indeed it is always liable to be shaken; either by having its own Credibility lessened, or that of a contrary Opinion incre
ased.
But when Religion is that which it should be, not a Notion or Opinion, but a real Life growing up in God, then Reason has
just as much power to stop its Course, as the barking Dog to stop the Course of the Moon. For true and genuine Religio
n is Nature, is Life, and the Working of Life; and therefore, wherever it is, Reason has no more Power over it, than over t
he Roots that grow secretly in the Earth, or the Life that is working in the highest Heavens. If therefore you are afraid of ï
»¿Reason hurting your Religion, it is a Sign, that your Religion is not yet as it should be, is not a self-evident Growth of
Nature and Life within you, but has much of mere Opinion in itï»¿.
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