General Topics :: Are you ready for the big reveal?

Are you ready for the big reveal? - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/29 8:10
I saw this video on Facebook and I thought it was a fascinating way to put the earth in perspective to the rest of the univ
erse. It shows just how grand God's creation is and how exceedingly little we know about it:
http://www.iflscience.com/space/how-big-our-place-universe
In addition to this, you may have noticed that yesterday it was announced that they have proof of liquid water on Mars.
I suspect within a couple of years, 10 at the most, that we will be hearing an announcement that life has been discovere
d elsewhere. It may only be microbes, but life nonetheless.
Are you ready for such an announcement? Will it shake your faith? Why or why not?
If you are an "alien-denier" (like my wife) even after seeing the scope of the video (and by this I mean you do not believe
there is even one bacteria or other single cell creature in the entire universe) is it a personal belief or do you think scriptu
re somehow precludes it? And if you think scripture precludes it what verse(s) do you rely on?
Re: Are you ready for the big reveal? - posted by dolfan (), on: 2015/9/29 8:26
Well, let's take a moment. They have inferred water from other evidence, and their explanation fails to account for its sou
rce. Streaks on equatorial craters that change colors over seasons imply seepage of water, they say. But, the Martian ic
e is near the poles and there are no rivers. There may be water today on Mars, but this is not as much of a finding as th
e hype suggests. It could be hype that dovetails with the new Martian movie.
Secondly, I do not believe in intelligent life anywhere but Earth. Admitted. But, microbial life is not a big deal.
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 8:36
The scriptures are silent for a reason.
God doesn't warn or prepare people for non-events.
He is not an alarmist, or a denier.
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/29 9:18
Point taken, Tim. They say there is liquid water but it actually hasn't been seen yet. That Martian movie looks pretty dec
ent. They showed the trailer when we saw War Room.
Julius, you said that God does not prepare people for non-events and that He is not an alarmist or denier.
Does this mean that you think discovery of life elsewhere would be a non-event, (as in no big deal) or that it is not possib
le per scripture?
Re: - posted by dolfan (), on: 2015/9/29 11:06
Here is my own take on ET alien intelligence.
If they haven't found us then they may be no smarter than us and maybe so dumb as to not even imagine we exist.
We haven't found them, and until we do we are only speculating which can be fun and interesting but that is about it.
There is still no definitive find of a habitable planet of similar mass to Earth with an atmosphere similar to ours.
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Re: , on: 2015/9/29 11:16
I'm not sure how many believers understand the Atheist thrust behind the diggers in the dirt and the diggers in the stars.
NASA and the Archeoligist are both very intent on finding an Iron Clad biblical error. The Archeloisgist know that if they c
an uncover some find that throws doubt on a geographical or timeline error they can build an entire argument around it.
NASA is doing a similar thing with the planets.
The life on other planet debate is in many ways a cornerstone of Christian Thoelogy. If your a Christian and you beleive t
hat there is or could have been life on another planet your theology is extremely problematic.

marcmc
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/29 11:42
Marc- that is why I asked if you would be ready when this is announced some day. Obviously you won't be.
Why is my theology problematic if I believe there is some form of life elsewhere? I still believe God put it there, despite
what atheists and scientists believe.
Also, if your view of satan is correct, he should be strewing fake alien bones all over the surface of Mars for the rover to f
ind.
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 11:51
Quote:
-------------------------by TMK on 2015/9/29 9:18:48
Julius, you said that God does not prepare people for non-events and that He is not an alarmist or denier.
Does this mean that you think discovery of life elsewhere would be a non-event, (as in no big deal) or that it is not possible per scripture?
-------------------------

non-event = something that does not exist
If it existed it would be the biggest deal in the existence of mankind since the incarnation of the Savior.
What is the Holy Spirit telling you regarding why God has only seen fit to tell us about life on this planet?
What the Holy Spirit is telling me is this:
Gen 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image...
Gen 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them
.
Nothing about aliens which would certainly be classified as a "wonder" and nothing about life on other planets, which mo
st people would regard as "gods".
2Tim_3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.
2Th_2:9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and LYING WONDERS.
If I am not being direct enough...
It is a colossal waste of time to entertain "life" which the Lord has not spoken about. God is not the Deceiver.
Let's just say, Alien life is discovered. How, from the scriptures has God prepared us to relate to that life? Are they huma
n, do they need a Savior, do we preach the Gospel to them?
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Re: , on: 2015/9/29 11:58
There is no life on another planet is easy to prove from an Arminian position and only takes longer to explain from a refo
rmed position.
John 3:16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not pe
rish, but have everlasting life. 17For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world throug
h him might be saved. 18He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, be
cause he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And this is the condemnation, that light is co
me into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20For every one that doeth
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 21But he that doeth truth cometh to th
e light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.
Only begotten. One Son means one creation. Any other creation would have massive problems for the bible. The first w
ould have a creation that was incapable of falling and therefore would be totally robotic and the second would have to be
a creation that so far hasn't fallen but could potentialy in the future. And as God has already demonstrated the true requi
rements of His Rightous demands in the Crucfiction of His Son. His problem would be He only has One Son. One Son m
eans one body, one kingdom, one creation.
marcmc
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/29 12:19
Come on now Julius- you are not going to use the "it's not in the Bible so it can't be true" argument are you?
I could list all sorts of things that are not mentioned in the Bible but are perfectly true- but it would take the rest of my life
to do it.
So it is obvious in both yours and Marc's theology that you would have a huge difficulty dealing with such an announcem
ent. Rather than saying such a thing is simply not possible (even though the earth is only a minuscule speck in the univ
erse) I am interested in how you will deal with it if it is discovered (other than shouting "fake").
I am truly interested. I ask my wife this and she really doesn't have an answer.
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 12:42
TMK,
My position is iron clad based upon the revealed character of God in the Bible. If a believer could not see that the Only B
egotten absolutely destroys any other hypothesis it's because his biblical understanding is weak.
I have witnessed to thousands on unsaved people and this is just another of their objections like why did Jesus not know
the earth was round ( He did of course) or what happened to the Dinysours?
Their nonsense imaginations dreamed up by carnal minds with a sliver thin view of time.
marcmc
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Re: , on: 2015/9/29 12:48
Quote:
-------------------------Come on now Julius- you are not going to use the "it's not in the Bible so it can't be true" argument are you?
I could list all sorts of things that are not mentioned in the Bible but are perfectly true- but it would take the rest of my life to do it.
So it is obvious in both yours and Marc's theology that you would have a huge difficulty dealing with such an announcement.
-------------------------

It wouldn't be difficult for me. I would think they were demons.

Quote:
-------------------------Rather than saying such a thing is simply not possible (even though the earth is only a minuscule speck in the universe) I am intere
sted in how you will deal with it if it is discovered (other than shouting "fake").
I am truly interested. I ask my wife this and she really doesn't have an answer.
-------------------------

I am also interested in how you will deal with it. I would rebuke them in the name of Jesus Christ.
Well, this is not a small thing, is it? This would be classified as very, very big. I know there are some small things not in t
he Bible, and you are right, I don't usually use the "It's not in the Bible", route.
But, this BIG thing is not in the Bible is it?
Would you please tell me, if God has supplied any direction for you to relate to these "beings". Do you relate to them wit
h the Gospel or outside of it. We really have not been given any instructions how to relate to someone outside of the Go
spel. "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God".
What if they don't know anything about Jesus Christ?
The Bible speaks about man's condition, but not about alien's condition. How will you proceed? Will you decide that they
are sinless and above men? What if they can do astounding things that man cannot do? Will you worship them? In short
, will you lose your faith in Jesus Christ, if these aliens can do what man describes as miraculous signs and wonders?
So, let's just assume they exist and you get to meet one and they are nice and friendly and tell you that they have travell
ed from one end of the universe to another and have not found anyone named Jesus Christ (I kind of expect that). They
are also very kind and benevolent and can actually save our planet from all of it's woes. And they are over 1000 years ol
d and don't remember anyone having an old age problem and dying. How will you relate to them. Surely, it seems you h
ave thought of all of these things.

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/29 13:23
Good one Julius- made me chuckle. I hear you- and Marc as well.
But I haven't really said anything about intelligent and emotional life. Then we are getting into far dicier ground because
arguably an intelligent emotional being may have a soul and may also have been created in God's image.
But I have only mentioned the most simplest forms of life- like bacteria or lichen or algae. I don't think they would have s
ouls and wouldn't pose the same issues from a theo standpoint.
I've heard the demon theory; I guess anything is possible. But if you try to rebuke one they might hit you with their phas
er.
Would you be disappointed some day to find out there are all sorts of marvelous things that God never saw fit to tell us a
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bout? Personally I think it would be pretty awesome.
Example:
Me: Jesus, your Grand Canyon was so amazing!
Jesus: Yes, but you should see the ice caverns on Regulon 4.
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 14:03
Truly? I don't think about such things.
I want to be about my Father's business and He has not shared any of that "business", with me.
So, it won't alter my desire to fulfill God's will in my life and I don't think it will alter God's will for me, either.
I imagine finding a new life form in Antarctica would have the same effect on me as finding a new life form on Regulon 4.
None!

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/29 14:14
Fair enoughI just don't want Christians to freak out when it happens, because I am pretty certain it's going to happen.
I view it similarly to you- if they find life on another planet or moon it would be similar (for me) to them finding a new life f
orm in the Marianus trench. I think it would be fascinating; I just personally don't limit the possibility for such discoveries
to planet earth.
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/9/29 14:16
Brother Todd,
In either case the video was enjoyable as it displays how unimaginably amazing our God is that this is all His!
There are scriptural references that do seem to allude to it as a pontential if not a fact... For example when Jesus states
that wherever the gospel is preached in the entire "world" (Kosmos) she will be remembered for what she has done for
me this day. One definition of Kosmos being universe...
Also Hebrews speaks of the worlds (plural- aiÅ•n) being framed by His word. AiÅ•n can also be defined as universe. Th
ere are other examples that I'd imagine were noted as peculiar in your studying out the scriptures.
So since the universe was/is framed by His word and His word is life.... I mean it's not a stretch (for me) to see it as a v
ery real possibility tho I'm not ignorant to the fact that we could also be deceived by demonic principalities masquerading
as such.
Again in either case I for one really enjoy learning about creation itself as it often requires me to just sit in awe of what al
l He has done and the awesomeness of it all is both stimulating and humbling.
While living in NYC shortly after 9/11 I had the opportunity to visit the Rose Hadden planetarium and they had a very im
pressive extended version of the video you posted as their current event. One of the best experiences of my time in NY
and def most I ever got for $20 there.

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/29 14:16
Mountain gorillas were not discovered until 1902.
Not sure why I felt compelled to share that.
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Re: - posted by dolfan (), on: 2015/9/29 14:38
One thing I plan not to do here is jab at your Christian walk based on your belief of alien intelligence. :) My goodness.
God could -- in His infinitude, and because it pleases Him to do so, and since as His creation I cannot truly object to wha
t pleases Him, and I must leave to Him to do according to the counsel of His own will -- create any number of planets wit
h any forms of intelligent life that He saw fit to create. After all, before He created us, He created the angelic hosts. The
realm(s) in which they exist
is fully His decision, just like He has determined where men shall live (Acts 17:26).
It does not shake my faith or belief one iota. In fact, in some ways I suppose it could increase my understanding of Him,
and that is a blessing.

But, if He has created extraterrestrial-but-planetary alien intelligent life, I doubt we'll ever know it in this life. Why not?
First, we've been here this long and there's no reason to think they'll arrive, and there's no reason to think we'll reach the
m --- even by radio signals traveling at the speed of light through the cosmos.
Secondly, if He had intended to reveal Himself to us through that kind of creation by Him, it seems to me that He would'v
e fit that kind of revelation up under the revelation of Himself to us in Christ. It would require a wholly new invention of e
xegesis and interpretation to make that work, and we're not up to task and never will be, IMO. Can you imagine? We c
an't even figure out if these recent "blood moons" matter or if there's a Shemitah up in here, and we sure can't agree on
how to understand Scripture with those simple things. How could we ever hope that morons like us** would ever reach t
he knowledge of how alien intelligent life reflects the Scriptural revelation of God in Christ?(**NOTE, my tongue is in my
cheek here!! I say that about myself as Chief Moron and the rest of you as lesser morons or comparative geniuses about
life in general, although when compared to God Himself we haven't even learned to mumble coherently. Please don't be
offended. I'm joking.)
Third, it appears the most we'll be able to do scientifically is surmise the existence of these intelligent beings. All of the i
nstruments we've spent billions of dollars to float around the earth or to sail the seas of our solar system and beyond, an
d we've made enormous artwork of it. We are bedazzled by pictures and the oversimplified, crayon-written explanations
by journalists. And, what we have are theories. Some theories are based on equations and probabilities all of which req
uire that some variables are manipulated by sheer assumption or at least by presupposition that is supported by less tha
n certain data. Other theories are arrived at by theoretical physicists who, as the very name implies, create theories for a
living and have a vested interest in occasionally hitting upon something that they can make appear as actual. We don't
even have the level of proof that it takes to convict somebody of a crime -- and THAT level of proof is expressly less tha
n "scientific proof"***
(***NOTE: Proof beyond reasonable doubt is almost universally defined in the US as not requiring proof to a scientific c
ertainty, although the CSI shows and Forensic Files, etc., would create the opposite yet very untrue impression.)
It is, in part perhaps, because we are willing to accept partial proof as total proof in areas of our common experience that
we are compelled a bit to side with the scientists in filling in gaps between what is known and what is theorized. But, ev
en the scientists do not have "experience" in these things since none of them has ever found an inhabited planet -- or a
necessarily habitable one -- with intelligent life beyond this one. They get paid to a whole lot of looking for it, but there is
no base of experience in their failed searching that will ever lead me to give them a benefit of doubt in their theories on t
his particular question.
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 14:51
dolfan,
He could not redeem another life form. Angels were create as ministering agents for the heirs of salvation. The ones that
rebelled have no opportunity of redemption for reasons made clear in the scripture.
Any other beings on any other planet created for any other purpose would rebel, fall and have no redeemer. You guys ar
e all Armenian (free will)I can't fathom how that is hard to understand. Unless of course you think that God can do anythi
ng because He is God. Which of course would be even more rediculous.
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PS please don't make me list the countless things that God cannot do!
marcmc
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/29 15:15
Well said Tim. I don't disagree with you.
Marc- you mean questions like "could God create another God exactly like Himself?"
But you still haven't said how you would react if they discover alien life. Humor me and pretend for a moment.
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 15:18
Quote:
-------------------------by marcmc on 2015/9/29 14:51:36
You guys are all Armenian (free will)I can't fathom how that is hard to understand.
marcmc
-------------------------

Who is "you guys?"
I just see this as something else to distract from Christ. There is so much more of Christ to discover and yet we want to s
ee new places, things and life forms. TMK, just curious, why is important for you to know how we would react?

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/29 15:19
FletcherTwo things struck me the most in that video:
1). Where they showed all the distant galaxies seen by Hubble, and then reminds us that is only looking in one direction,
and
2) at the end when they show a little black square in the Milky Way which represents all the stars we can see with the na
ked eye. We can't see 99.999999 % of our own galaxy.
It makes you wonder why God placed us right where He did. Lots of fine tuning.
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/29 15:22
Julius: "Why is important for you to know how we would react?"
Because as you or Marc said (can't remember) if or when there is a discovery, atheists guns will be blazing.
Shouldnt we have a ready defense?
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 15:26
You guys means, you guys.
marcmc
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Re: , on: 2015/9/29 15:30
No, TMK,
It is not our job to convince sinners. God has called us to be faithful, not expert debaters. I leave the results up to God. A
nd how do you defend something God has not given any insight into. If men want to deny God, they will always find a wa
y, even if they have to invent aliens (which I think are demonic powers). I won't be in awe of them.
Don't let atheists put you on the defensive. You make them seem important when you give them so much credit. And the
y love that.
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 15:45
Defending the faith is a vital aspect of the Church. I can't even imagine the ground the church would have lost if not for d
ependers/debaters against Atheism in every age. This arena has always been on the front line. You should be grateful f
or guys like William Lane Craig and John Lennox in this hour. They have kept the Church from looking like a 6 year old
with ice cream on his face.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 16:27
Quote:
-------------------------by marcmc on 2015/9/29 15:45:54
Defending the faith is a vital aspect of the Church. I can't even imagine the ground the church would have lost if not for dependers/debaters against At
heism in every age. This arena has always been on the front line. You should be grateful for guys like William Lane Craig and John Lennox in this hour
. They have kept the Church from looking like a 6 year old with ice cream on his face.
-------------------------

Let me rephrase what I said:
I won't be "defensive" in my defense of the faith. But, it is still not my responsibility to convince or convict sinners. I leave
the results to God. However, God has made it clear that He does not want me to participate in the following:
1) fruitless discussions 1Tim 1:6 From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling;
2) opposing arguments which are falsely called "knowledge and science" 1Ti 6:20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of s
cience falsely so called:
3) strive about words 2Ti 2:14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no
profit, but to the subverting of the hearers.
4) engage in foolish questions, genealogies, contentions or strivings about the law Tit 3:9 But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofita
ble and vain.
I am not anti-intellectual and don't think Christians should be. I don't know who William Lane Craig or John Lennox are,
and I am not overly impressed with intellectualism. What impresses me is not someone that has a lot of knowledge but s
omeone that has the "knowledge of the Holy". (Jer 9:23-24)
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Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/9/29 16:44
Brother Marc,
I'm not an Armenian nor am I a Calvinist,....just for the record+:)

Brother Todd,
Yeah I caught that,...and (for me) that in itself is a paradigm buster. I mean how could we ever have an eternal perspect
ive if we defend our local one against it? The two (assuming our local/personal one is based in truth) should be harmoni
ous, no?
Btw I didn't kno bout those mountain 'rillas, wonder what they'd think of aliens? lol
On a serious note, if we are regenerated we are aliens according to scripture as this is not our home, as we are only soj
ourners here.
Seriously guys does it not even tickle your imagination to see/know the point brother Todd is making in regards to "looki
ng in one direction"?
For example since we know that time is space and God is the creator of all that is and isn't seen and the word clearly s
ays that the universe/heavens and the earth cannot contain Him, and we are being
made unto eternal life and considering the "looking in one direction" point brother Todd is making does intellectual hone
sty not at least require of us to consider it at this point where we in fact have light on it?
I admit to sometimes being "human-centric" in my understanding of scriptures but do not the scriptures say that ALL of
creation has been reconciled (Col 1:20) and ALL creation groans awaiting the birth (Rom 8:20) and idk bout you guys bu
t there are some very interesting creatures in scripture that the author struggled to relate in human terms... i.e.; Ezekiel 1
:5 the 4 "living creatures".... Just sayin

Re: , on: 2015/9/29 16:45
Julius21

1 Corinthians 9 : 19For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the mor
e. 20And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law,
that I might gain them that are under the law; 21To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to G
od, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. 22To the weak became I as weak, that I mig
ht gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 23And this I do for the gospel's s
ake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.
I belong to a Hi End Audio site. These guys are University Educated, 80% Athiest and for the most part very well off. It is
absolutely impossible to speak about either politics or religion on audio forums. The first post on those subjects gets you
a warning the second post gets you banned permanently.
I engaged these guys in a theist debate on the open forum that had thousands of views and hundreds of posts. I was the
only theist against 20 Athiest who pulled every trick in the book. I could not leave the thread for three weeks and the own
er of the forum sent me a lengthy PM asking me to continue the discussion and spiritual questions concerning his spiritu
al searchings. These guys used to slam Christianity every chance they got and from that point forward have never broug
ht up the discussion again.
I received around 20 other PM's from these members who wanted to ask me personal questions about their objections a
nd ther was not what could be considered an argument with the exception of one member who hates everything.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 17:21
JFW,
Please explain what you are.
marcmc
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Re: , on: 2015/9/29 17:44
marc,
I am not Armenian or Calvinist, either. I am in the middle where the truth is.
You're a Theist?
If you posted so much on that forum and was asked to stay then that says you can express yourself well in writing. Why
don't you take some time, don't be in such a hurry and do that same thing, here.
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/9/29 18:14
Brother Marc,
an unholy man who was taken out of the world, made holy and put back into the world and kept that way by the power o
f the only true and living God.... a Christian.
For me freewill and the sovereignty of God are not only not at odds but make up a harmonious dynamic in which we ar
e conformed into the image of Christ.
I understand for most there are only the two camps save for those like brother Julius who articulated a third position sta
ting the truth was somewhere in between. (I agree with him on that/found that to be true) Honestly brother Marc, you hav
e delivered up some meaty points that I have learned from just in the past few weeks and I have given thanks unto God f
or what He has given you, including the desire to share it as it has in a very practical way blessed me and my family. Yo
u appear to be a very passionate man whom strongly desires to know the truth and live it. Having said this if I were to sa
y that I totally agree with your position doctrinally I would not be being honest.
It's both edifying and sad to see you and Julius go at it like you do,... You are both extremely gifted men of God and are
both firmly planted in your respective positions and while I've gleaned from both of you, if I may say so your time might b
e more profitable to the cause of Christ if you guys looked for and focused on the aspects of your faith that you had in co
mmon as opposed to hashing out the differences. I mean we can speak with the tongues of angels but if we have not lov
e.....
So for me I'm less concerned about the semantics of what someone believes and more so wether what a person believe
s compels them to love and live as Christ did.
Btw from the outside looking in, you guys seem to agree on way more than you disagree on tho it may not appear that
way subjectively.
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 18:21
You alone seem to have misunderstood my point concerning my writing ability. It was meant in reference to intonation. I
don't have a cell phone and only post on this and an audio forum. It is however not uncommon for my intensity to rub a f
ew people the wrong way. In person this never happens which is why the audio site allowed the debate to continue. My i
ntensity was given leeway because so many have met me in person and know that I do not communicate in person like I
do in writing.
I use the term theist out of habit when I put on the Atheist debate cap. I engage in many of these discussions and it's just
easier. Terms like believer, Christian and born again will end any meaningfull discussion before it starts even though all t
hose titles applies to me.
FTR High End Audio has been my hobby since I was in my teens, in that arena I am asked for advice constantly on the f
orum and on the phone. When people want to know what ou know they will take it in any form it's given. On here I'm still
trying to figure things out because thread rep seems to be the highest priority.
marcmc
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Re: , on: 2015/9/29 18:24
Hi JFW,
You're a peacemaker, I appreciate that. So, am I, believe it or not. I don't know marc but I am sure to know him is to love
him, especially since he loves the Lord Jesus. Same with me. I disagree with much of his writings which are a manifestat
ion of his thoughts, but don't confuse that with me not having love for my brother. I don't even know marc. I just see lette
rs expressing thoughts appearing on a screen and I respond to them with my thoughts.
Please don't confuse disagreement with lack of love.

Re: , on: 2015/9/29 18:26
Quote:
-------------------------by marcmc on 2015/9/29 18:21:58
You alone seem to have misunderstood my point concerning my writing ability. It was meant in reference to intonation. I don't have a cell phone and o
nly post on this and an audio forum. It is however not uncommon for my intensity to rub a few people the wrong way. In person this never happens whi
ch is why the audio site allowed the debate to continue. My intensity was given leeway because so many have met me in person and know that I do no
t communicate in person like I do in writing.
I use the term theist out of habit when I put on the Atheist debate cap. I engage in many of these discussions and it's just easier. Terms like believer, C
hristian and born again will end any meaningfull discussion before it starts even though all those titles applies to me.
FTR High End Audio has been my hobby since I was in my teens, in that arena I am asked for advice constantly on the forum and on the phone. When
people want to know what ou know they will take it in any form it's given. On here I'm still trying to figure things out because thread rep seems to be th
e highest priority.
marcmc
-------------------------

That's cool, marc. Thanks for the explanation. I understand better, now. BTW, what is "thread rep"?
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 18:55
The challenge with you Julius21 is one I have encountered my times in my Christian book company and the unusually la
rge personal encounters this brought me into contact with.
As Paul said I have become all things to all men. Can you imagine the fine line I had to walk so as not to offend or cause
strife. I also do this when witnessing to the unsaved. You have to or your a proof text Bible thumper that gets dismissed
minutes into the discussion and laughed at as a joke by the person as they walk away. When I witness to people they ar
e absolutely, massively convicted of sin and yet I never ever say the word sin.
But back to my first point I asked Julius21 when I first started posting here to list 5 books he recommends to believers, m
entioned Muslims have the identical position on Satan as he does and told him of William Lane Craig and John Lennox
as two of the Churches point men against the rise of Atheism and he hasn't heard of them. This is shocking to me beca
use every idea I hear for the first time, every objection to Christianity and everything in between that gets my attention is
immediately put on my radar and I buy, ask and read everything there is about it because a soul I witness to or a Christi
an who the Lord brings me for help is on the line. IMO ignorance and doctrinal isolation is the deadliest sin. Well at least
that's what the Lord convicts me off and hounds me till I have turned over every rock.
In other words there is so many differing views in the Church that IMO it is vital to have locaters in order to have peacefu
l conversation. Some see this as pigeon hole's or camps. I don't see it that way at all, I see it as madidtory for communic
ation.
marcmc
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Re: , on: 2015/9/29 19:41
Thread reputation is a position that is safe and easy to maintain, a person who is interested in this usually only responds
to others. It is a position that almost always makes it point presented as a counterpoint to the points of others. Unless th
e topic is clear or obvious.
In a word it's safe.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 19:49
marc,
The more I read your posts, the more I just want to be gentle with you, because I sense a very immature believer.
You have a lot of bluster with very little content. This is a forum where we exchange ideas and don't exchange spiritual r
esumes and accomplishments. I am still waiting for content from you, not your reading list, or people you rub shoulders
with or the number of people slain in the spirit by your very presence. You on the other hand seem very superficial with y
our requests and you make accusations, call people names and place people in "camps" without backing up what you s
ay.
I won't go over everything you said about me, because I believe the more you post the more everyone can understand w
hy I need to ignore much of what you say and just give you a pass.
I mean this in love brother when I say you sound like you suffer from a lack of personal significance. So, I'll tell you what,
you don't respond to my posts and I won't respond to yours. I will keep that promise, even if you respond to mine becaus
e I think that will be the best thing for you.
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 20:09
I could not agree more on the avoidance and agreeing to disagree. The Irony is your post about me is identical to how I
see you. We are on opposite sides of everything and even though the topics we have discussed are pablum. Could you i
magine what would happen if it got into something remotely deep?
BTW I totally believe God allows the friction among ideas and doctrines because he never seems to do single thing abo
ut it. He clearly thinks that when two polar opposites occur that tremendous growth occurs among those who are somew
here in the middle.
Be well and going forward lets consider ourselves invisible. On our Audio site we have an ignore feature where post by i
gnored members do not even appear. Do they have that here?
Marcmc
Re: - posted by proudpapa, on: 2015/9/29 20:13
RE: ///I could agree more on the avoidance and agreeing to disagree. The Irony is your post about me is identical to how
I see you.///
Whom has recently been highjacking the threads and making the subject matter about themself and there Spirtual and i
ntelectual superiority ?
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Re: , on: 2015/9/29 20:20
Proud papa,
In sports thats called the third man in and is usually penalized the most.
Julius21 and myself have put a fork in it already. :)
Going forward you will not see me needing to reference personal experiences which like Paul I hate doing for the very re
asons this thread demonstrates.
marcmc
Re: - posted by proudpapa, on: 2015/9/29 20:27
RE:///Going forward you will not see me needing to reference personal experiences///
The issue is not the referencing of your personal experiences.
Re: , on: 2015/9/29 20:34
Then what? This thread was about life on another planet. I said God has one son therefore he had one plan. Any other p
lan would demand redemption at some point down the road when those creatures fell.
This simple point IME has never been challenged by a single Christian I have ever shared it with. And from what I see it
hasn't in this thread. How did I hijack it? The premise behind the thread at that point failed to be able to continue on anyt
hing other than speculation.
Do you have a point on that position? Do you think God could have another creation while He only had one son? If so h
ow?
IMO this thread was not hijacked it vaporized !
marcmc
Re: - posted by proudpapa, on: 2015/9/29 22:13
RE:/// Then what?///
I am not referring only to this thread
I think many of us have enjoyed the referencing of your personal experiences in recent threads.
Your position and points have not in and of themselves been the issue of divisiveness either, many have enjoyed your p
osition and points.
Neither of those things have caused strife in and of themselves.

There are positions that I hold very dearly because they where instumental in my experience, My view of inspiration, of
nature of man, Romans 7, and so on.
It is very easy for me to become very divisive over these subjects.
It has been very hard for me to understand that God can be working on and through other believers whom hold complet
ely different views on these subject than myself because my view on these subjects where instumental in my experience
.
But I am finding that God has and does work through others in different ways.
I have severed relationships with others on these forums over these issues believing at the time that there is no way that
they can be where I am if they have not came to the same conclusion on these subjects as what I have.
but I have found that some whom hold a completly different angle on such subjects as that of myself are sometimes far
better than myself.
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RE: ///Do you have a point on that position? Do you think God could have another creation while He only had one son? I
f so how?///
I have not given it much thought, I doubt there is other life but Revelations has some difficult things to understand. Could
something fit in there, I do not know ?
What is your take on the Nephilim ?
add: what is your thoughts on why God told Abraham : "Take now thy son, thine ((only son)) Isaac"

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/30 7:26
PP wrote: "add: what is your thoughts on why God told Abraham : "Take now thy son, thine ((only son)) Isaac"
Now you have me curious. I thought it was just God's way of emphasing the drama of the situation.
Re: , on: 2015/9/30 8:13
Abraham had one son that was alive to God. He had eight sons all together but only one was begotten.
Hebrews 11:17By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up
his only begotten son.

Genesis 17:15And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her
name be. 16And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of natio
ns; kings of people shall be of her. 17Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child
be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 18And Abraham said unt
o God, O that Ishmael might live before thee! 19And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou sh
alt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him
. 20And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him ex
ceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation. 21But my covenant will I establish with Isaa
c, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year. 22And he left off talking with him, and God went up f
rom Abraham.

Ishmeal was given an earthy covenant because of the exchanged life. Abraham had a covenant with God and God hono
ured it with an earthly covenant with Ishmael. Of course the consequences of it are the entire middle east problem.
Ephesian 2:11Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by th
at which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens fr
om the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the w
orld: 13But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our pea
ce, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15Having abolished in his fl
esh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, s
o making peace; 16And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:
17And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18For through him we both ha
ve access by one Spirit unto the Father.
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Marcmc
Re: , on: 2015/9/30 8:25
I looked very hard a the nephilim theories years ago and I don't think anyone knows.
2 Corinthians 13:1This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be e
stablished.
I do not think we have enough scriptural confirmation to establish any doctrine.
But I will ask you a somewhat related question.
How could Goliath have been saved?
marcmc
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/30 8:26
I thought there was something more to PP's question than to raise the very often claim that the verse contains a contradi
ction.
Was that your point PP?
My simple answer is that neither God nor Moses would have forgotten that Abraham had more than one son so obviousl
y the verse is talking about something other than a numerical value, namely that the word only doesn't mean only (nume
rically speaking) in the context of that verse. Marc lays out what it means. Isaac was the only son of promise.
Re: - posted by crusader (), on: 2015/9/30 9:28
Hi Proudpapa
i just want to say that i really liked your last reply, it takes a lot of spiritual maturity to come to that personal understandin
g especially when it exposes the flesh in public. :)
i personally at at different points stay away from sermon index due to my own frustrations in responses but as i am readi
ng through posts i do see a lot of people in different areas growing spiritually especially myself.
when i look back at different ideas and beliefs i had they would be total heresy but somehow for my walk the lord led me
through this valley and today i can see the dangerous pitfalls of beliefs, I thought at the time that i need to speak up and
challenge people in this belief to help them but i did this a lot of the time with out the holy spirits direction, ending in a co
nflict rather then growing in spiritual wisdom and knowledge.

Re: - posted by proudpapa, on: 2015/9/30 10:27
TMK wrote : /// I thought there was something more to PP's question than to raise the very often claim that the verse con
tains a contradiction.
Was that your point PP? ///
Yes, I believe that it was written the way it was for a specific purpose.
RE:///Marc lays out what it means.///
I liked his answer
I am just trying to more fully understand Marc's position
Marc wrote : ///I said God has one son therefore he had one plan. Any other plan would demand redemption at some poi
nt down the road when those creatures fell.///
Marc also asked : ///How could Goliath have been saved?///
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I never gave it much thought, I suppose I always thought of Goliath as a vessel of wrath fitted to destruction.
Could there be other 'vessel of wrath fitted to destruction' in the universe that could be revealed in the last days. I person
ally doubt it, but I am not sure that I am completely confident that it would be Scripturally impossable. What is your thou
ghts ?
Marc wrote : ///I looked very hard a the nephilim theories years ago and I don't think anyone knows.///
I agree. what is your view of whom 'the sons of God' in Job 2:1 are ? could they be the fathers of the nephilim as some
claim or not ?
I am just asking questions that I am asking myself, while thinking on this subject. hence why they are sporadic

Re: - posted by proudpapa, on: 2015/9/30 10:34
RE: ///i personally at at different points stay away from sermon index due to my own frustrations in responses but as i a
m reading through posts i do see a lot of people in different areas growing spiritually especially myself.///
RE:... ///I thought at the time that i need to speak up and challenge people in this belief to help them but i did this a lot of
the time with out the holy spirits direction, ending in a conflict rather then growing in spiritual wisdom and knowledge.///
I can very much relate Karl.
thank you for your encourageing word.

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/30 11:13
Regarding the nephilim, I have read some pretty persuasive arguments that demons or "unclean spirits" are actually the
departed spirits of the nephilim.
In this view, demons are actually separate entities than "fallen angels."
Re: Are you ready for the big reveal? - posted by jochbaptist (), on: 2015/9/30 11:52
Questions like this, (and some of the comments) remind me of a post I once read on here called "the Hegelian principle".
In my opinion these questions bring no good. Instead it irreverently troubles the pool of deep basic truths.
Man's central role in creation....
God's only Son....
Matthew 5
:34
But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne;
:35
or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King.
Genesis 1:
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:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
14:
And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for sig
ns, and for seasons, and for days, and years:
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/30 12:49
Honestly JohannesHow does asking if you are theologically ready should alien life be discovered irreverent? Not considering the issue, an
d how we would respond to a lost and dying world, is what would be irreverent.
And it doesn't just apply to this alien question; it applies to all sorts of things, like technology advances, etc.
Re: , on: 2015/9/30 13:33
Quote:
-------------------------by TMK on 2015/9/30 12:49:48
Honestly JohannesHow does asking if you are theologically ready should alien life be discovered irreverent? Not considering the issue, and how we would respond to a lo
st and dying world, is what would be irreverent.
And it doesn't just apply to this alien question; it applies to all sorts of things, like technology advances, etc.
-------------------------

TMK, consider respecting a person's opinion if they perhaps find your question as falling into category 1 or 2.

Quote:
------------------------1) fruitless discussions 1Tim 1:6 From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling;
2) opposing arguments which are falsely called "knowledge and science" 1Ti 6:20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:
3) strive about words 2Ti 2:14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of
the hearers.
4) engage in foolish questions, genealogies, contentions or strivings about the law Tit 3:9 But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain.
-------------------------

Re: , on: 2015/9/30 13:44
I'm with TMK on this one,
These topics should be wrestled with even if the conclusion at any point or time is "I don't know"
(Julius21 I saw your post after I posted mine)

marcmc
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Re: , on: 2015/9/30 13:53
I respect anything that anyone wants to think about even if I don't find any interest in it. Everyone is not an apologist and
we don't have to be interested in everything. My focus for instance is mostly within the Church although I started off as a
n evangelist and still engage people (in real life), every day as the Lord leads.
Re: , on: 2015/9/30 13:59
proudpapa wrote,
"I never gave it much thought, I suppose I always thought of Goliath as a vessel of wrath fitted to destruction.
Could there be other 'vessel of wrath fitted to destruction' in the universe that could be revealed in the last days. I person
ally doubt it, but I am not sure that I am completely confident that it would be Scripturally impossable. What is your thoug
hts ? "
Let me expand my original question. How could any Hittite, Jebusite, Egyptian, Philistine, Amalikite or any inhabitant of c
anaan prior to the Isrealites have been saved?
marcmc
Re: - posted by Heydave (), on: 2015/9/30 14:18
Quote:
"Let me expand my original question. How could any Hittite, Jebusite, Egyptian, Philistine, Amalikite or any inhabitant of
canaan prior to the Isrealites have been saved?"
_________________________________________________________________________
By trusting in the God of Abraham, Issac and Jacob and aligning themselves with God's covenant people, just like Raha
b.
Re: , on: 2015/9/30 14:22
Heydave how about before Abraham?
Or during the 400 years in Egypt
How could the other nations be saved. And if Rehab demonstrates the method for all then why did God sent His people t
o slaughter them rather than evangelize them?
marcmc
Re: , on: 2015/9/30 14:54
HeyDave,
Before Abraham:
Heb 11:5 BY FAITH Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translate
d him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.
Heb 11:7 BY FAITH Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the savi
ng of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

Page 18/43

General Topics :: Are you ready for the big reveal?

Re: - posted by dolfan (), on: 2015/9/30 15:12
You know, quantum mechanics are pretty astounding phenomena. The whole "entanglement" thing is mind boggling. B
ut, the more they plug away, the closer they seem to come to potentially practical applications, especially with movemen
t of information.
The whole existence of quantum physics and men's understanding of it challenges those who would say nothing exists o
utside of the physical universe. It flatly makes the materialist view nonsense. But, it also makes some believers nervous
about how to fit this new knowledge into their whole view of everything.
It confirms for me that the God who knows all is so creative, so manifestly great in His own .... "mindedness" (because I
can think of no other word) ... is perfectly revealed in Scripture that tells us He spoke all things into existence and did so
in the counsel of His own will, that from nothing physical came everything that is physical.
Re: , on: 2015/9/30 15:20
Romans 10:14How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of wh
om they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15And how shall they preach, except they be sen
t? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good thing
s!
This does not sound like a slaughter to me.

marcmc
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/30 17:56
I must confess that I ask these types of questions because they interest me. That is the main reason. I have appreciate
d everyone's responses.
Tim's right- this whole quantum mechanics thing and the large hadron collider etc could change everything.
Who knows where it will all lead.
God created it all; we can argue about whether we as his creation have a "right" to try to break it all down or not. I think
we do, but there are legitimate safety concerns although the scientists say there are not. We will know if a black hole op
ens and sucks the earth in- but wait that is not in the Bible. Or is it? ;)
Re: , on: 2015/9/30 19:27
All these topics are very stimulating and I do find many interesting...but then I remember that it is the revelation of Christ
that changes men.
John_12:32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.

Praise God for intellectual Christians that can reach "intellectuals". In the final analysis the intellectuals will have to come
to Christ as a child and reach out to Him in faith.
All men are not intellectual but all men of varying backgrounds, education and social status can have faith and God has
purposed that this is the way men will come to Him.
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Re: - posted by proudpapa, on: 2015/9/30 20:34
RE: ///Let me expand my original question. How could any Hittite, Jebusite, Egyptian, Philistine, Amalikite or any inhabita
nt of canaan prior to the Isrealites have been saved?///
If they would be counted for righteousness they would have needed to do what Abraham did

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/9/30 22:17
Julius wrote:
"In the final analysis the intellectuals will have to come to Christ as a child and reach out to Him in faith.
All men are not intellectual but all men of varying backgrounds, education and social status can have faith and God has
purposed that this is the way men will come to Him."
Amen to that!!
Re: , on: 2015/10/1 9:04
proudpapa,
I'm not sure the inhabitants of the earth had the same opportunity Abraham had. Seems God did not even want the peop
le of Ur to know.
Enoch walked with God, seems every example in the Bible were this happened God initiated the call to walk with Him. J
esus called His disciples.
God came to Noah with a word, God came to Moses with a word, read the first chapter of almost ever Prophet and the y
ou'll find "the word of the Lord came too......."

Act 7:2And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he
was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, 3And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and come into the land which I shall shew thee. 4Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran:
and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein ye now dwell. 5And he gave him no
ne inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a possession, a
nd to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child. 6And God spake on this wise, That his seed should sojourn in a st
range land; and that they should bring them into bondage, and entreat them evil four hundred years. 7And the nation to
whom they shall be in bondage will I judge, said God: and after that shall they come forth, and serve me in this place. 8A
nd he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day; and Isa
ac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs.
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/10/1 11:05
Just to clarifyHas this discussion about aliens morphed into a discussion about limited atonement?
If so, didn't see that coming.
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Re: - posted by proudpapa, on: 2015/10/1 11:22
RE///I'm not sure the inhabitants of the earth had the same opportunity Abraham had. Seems God did not even want the
people of Ur to know.///
That could be.
True faith starts with God first speaking the word.
If they would be counted for righteousness they would have needed to do what Abraham did : heard the word and respo
nded to the word.
The question becomes did they have the Word ?
Rom. ch 1 v 18, 19 Rom 10 v 18 john ch 1 v 9 would appear that intuitivly they may have.
regardless of those times and there ignorance in which God winked at; We know He now commandeth all men every w
here to repent.

Re: - posted by Heydave (), on: 2015/10/1 11:45
Quote: "Has this discussion about aliens morphed into a discussion about limited atonement? "
Thought the same myself. :)lol.
That's why I did not continue with it.
Re: , on: 2015/10/1 12:12
Hmmm, "Aliens" and "Limited Atonement" kind of go together.
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/10/1 13:59
Except that aliens are far more likely to be true.
Re: - posted by dolfan (), on: 2015/10/1 14:19
Todd, John MacArthur just revoked your Protestant card.
Re: , on: 2015/10/1 14:33
Quote:
-------------------------by TMK on 2015/10/1 13:59:45
Except that aliens are far more likely to be true.
-------------------------

HAH! You found me out.
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Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/10/1 14:38
I must confess that "L" is one of my least favorite petals of the TULIP, only superseded by the repellant "U."
Re: , on: 2015/10/1 14:57
Not sure I see an answer to what I asked proudpapa.
I understand it's unpopular here but hundreds of thousands of people went to hell and I was simply asking "proudpapa"
his take on why!
These versus say to me that no works were done and no gospel was preached in Tyre, Sidon or Sodom. And not only th
at but God the Son said that if that had happened they would be in heaven today! Why?
Matthew 11: 20Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, because they repented
not: 21Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been d
one in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22But I say unto you, It shall be mor
e tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 23And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto hea
ven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it w
ould have remained until this day. 24But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day
of judgment, than for thee.

TMK, FTR spend some time with me and I guarantee you will hate "T" the most. There is a reason it's first.
marcmc
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 14:59
Lol!!! Brother Todd your sense of humor is much appreciated;)
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 15:04
So I've got a question for you guys, prolly needs its own thread but...,
Where does the sovereignty of God end and the free will of man begin?
(I've asked this since '09-10 only to come to an understanding earlier this year. So while I have in fact come to a conclu
sion I'd like to hear you guys/girls take on it)
Re: , on: 2015/10/1 15:35
Pat I'll take
Never and never for $500
marcmc
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 16:01
Ha!
Brother Marc I had imagined someone might say that.
If I may inquire further of you on this...
In your understanding (objectively) does the sovereignty of a King extend beyond His kingdom or is it limited to it?
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Re: , on: 2015/10/1 16:19
JFW,
You probably won't like this but the word "sovereignty" does not appear in the Bible (KJV), even one time.
So, who defined the word "sovereignty" if we did not let the Word of God define it? The Word of God defines and explain
s most of its words. Even the ESV version does not have that word.

Merriam-Webster Dictionary
sovereignty
sovÂ·erÂ·eignÂ·ty \ËˆsÃ¤-v(É™-)rÉ™n-tÄ“, -vÉ™rn-tÄ“ also ËˆsÉ™-\
: unlimited power over a country
: a country's independent authority and the right to govern itself
1 : supreme excellence or an example of it
2 : supreme power especially over a body politic
a : freedom from external control : autonomy
b : controlling influence
3 : one that is sovereign; especially : an autonomous state
So, we can ask ourselves, do the subjects of a Kingdom have the ability to choose? We don't see the phrase "free will" o
r "freedom of choice", but we do see the King of the Kingdom telling man (through His servants) to "Choose".
Jos_24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods w
hich your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but
as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
And if we can choose then we can reject.
1Sa 8:7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they h
ave not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.
We can see from these two verses that God is not coercing man to choose or reject Him. Thus you can conclude man h
as freedom to choose or reject, which is basically "freedom of choice."
Though "sovereignty" is not a biblical word, it has been made into many, many theological concepts. It pretty much mea
ns supreme power and dominion but many other compound phrases have not really been defined and are bit ambiguous
.
Calvinism, for instance has spawned many "sovereign" terms. For what purpose? You can think about that, I have no ide
a. Here are some of those terms.
"sovereign authority, - is that redundant?
"sovereign power" - redundant again?
"sovereign control" - and again. (couple of more - sovereign reign, sovereign rule)
Whatever happened to "ALL POWER" Mat 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
How about sovereign causation, decrees, determination, plan, purpose and sovereign will?
His sovereign determinations, counsel, and foreordination along with all the previous sovereign "words" only give rise to
new theologies.
And sovereign love and grace, I am at a loss for words.
God is the only being that has absolute free will. He can do anything He desires to do (of course it will be consistent with
His character). Man does not have free will. If a man is in jail, he can't just choose to be out of the jail. Now, that is what I
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call FREE WILL! Go wherever you want, do whatever you want, whenever you want. Even man does not have that kind
of free will.
In the garden, man was seduced to make a choice and reject God. Man chose to not be dependent on God and bought t
he lie (You can be like God), that he can be completely independent. What a lie that was. He did not know he was going
to be completely dependent and contingent on Satan's character and being.
Evangelicals to this day say that when man fell and was no longer dependent on God that he became independent. But,
that was not the case. Man became dependent on Satan and began to manifest his new spiritual father's character and
behavior. (Eph 2:2)
Evangelicals like to say that man cannot generate his own righteousness yet they are quick to point out that he does gen
erate unrighteousness. According to their theology, he can generate one, but not the other. Huh?
But fallen man is incapable of self-generating anything. He is either dependent on Christ or he is dependent on Satan. H
e bears the fruit of the Holy Spirit or the fruit of the Satanic Spirit.
"He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning." (I John 3:8).
What's the devil got to do with it? Fallen, natural man is a son or daughter of the devil and the lusts of their father they wi
ll do. They cannot choose to stand independent from both God and Satan. Man always knows when he chooses God, b
ecause it goes against everything in him at the time and in this world (which lieth in wickedness). Most often, man does
not know he has chosen the Devil and does not realize he is contingent and dependent on Satan's character, which prod
uces Satanic fruit in men. (Strife, hatred, murder, jealousy, envy, coveting, adultery, etc).
1Jn 3:10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is no
t of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.
The fallen man is inextricably bound and dependent upon the "power of Satan"
Act 26:18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they
may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
Unregenerated man may think he is free and independent but he is really a "slave to sin". (Rom 6:6).
He must hear the "good news", so he can know and understand the truth and exercise his God given ability to choose to
be dependent on God and no longer on Satan (repentance). He must choose to REJECT Satan, the powers of darkness
, sin and choose Christ, who has called him.
Evangelicals actually have fallen into humanism when they persist in thinking fallen man is independent. They are actual
ly denying the activity of Satan (a big problem for the church is their ignorance), but none of us "lives unto himself".
Rom 14:7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.
You cannot live independently, apart from God or the Devil and you can't die independently, apart from them.
Man's identity is coming from one of them.
We like to say that Christ is on the throne of one's life or else "self" is. But, now you know the rest of the story (who really
is on the throne if Christ is not).
Just as Satan disguises his diabolical activity in various religions, he disguises his activity in man, disguised as "self".
He knows you will begin to beat on yourself and treat yourself badly if you think your problem is self and some "dirty old
man" that you can't get rid of.
Yes, we are to deny ourselves but we are denying the selfishness and sin that Satan is inspiring.
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The lie of humanism is the independent "self" and the Church has swallowed it hook, line and sinker.
We still do live in the flesh, and the flesh is earthbound and cannot please God. It is a container for our soul and spirit. W
e must deny what the flesh wants when it is in conflict with the Spirit. Please don't stop eating food.
So, now does this verse make more sense to you:
Rom 6:7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.
Rom 6:16 Know ye not, that to WHOM ye yield yourselves servants to obey, HIS servants ye are to WHOM ye obey; wh
ether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?
Rom 6:18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.
Rom 6:13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves UNTO GOD,
as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
Remember, Satan counterfeits EVERYTHING of God. Satan has a Body and he is the Head of His body and he indwells
his subjects but instead of giving life, he brings death and destruction. He disguises himself and obfuscates all that is of
God. And please understand that not everyone is a foaming at the mouth demoniac.
2Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.
Forgive me if I did not answer your question regarding "where the sovereignty of God ends and free will begins". I don't k
now anything about that theology.

Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 16:52
Brother Julius,
I very much appreciate you making the point regarding the non-existence of the term sovereignty occurring in scripture
as it's an important thing to make note of.
Having said that there is an inferred sovereignty from the concept of a King/kingdom, is there not? This doesn't necess
arily preclude the subjects of said kingdom from having a choice, however it would in fact prove to provide a frame or na
rrative of any choice made by one under the rule of a King in that the choice would be either in compliance or rebellion,
no?
And yes I'm aware of our reformed brothers extensive use and exalting of the concept they espouse. While I do not shar
e in the whole of them I ha e found aspects to be consistent with the person Jesus as He is revealed in scripture. An exa
mple of this is He was willingly under the rule/command/sovereignty of His Father.

Re: , on: 2015/10/1 17:37
Yes, JFW, I understand.
But, when you think about the question, "Where does God's Sovereignty End and Man's Free Will Begin", it is hard to pu
t parameters around that particular phraseology because in reality, His Rule and Authority never ends and in a dynamic
exchange between two persons, it is not as cut and dried as theology would like it to be.
Now, in relation to man making a choice, it is like any relationship based on mutual respect and love (The way God oper
ates). Give and take, speak and wait, etc. God will speak, and wait for man to respond. Man will respond by either rejecti
ng God and continue to be contingent on the father of lies or he will make a break from sin and rebellion and choose to p
lace his trust (dependence) on God.
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It is tough to parse out the dynamics of when something begins and ends in a dialogue between two persons.
Just look at this exchange between God and Cain.
Gen 4:3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD.
Cain had some kind of relationship with the Lord because he brought an offering to Him.
Gen 4:5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.
And Cain knew that God did not accept his offering. Read on and see the dynamics of relationship, give and take, speak
ing and waiting for an answer and you will see that this is how God works with most of us. He speaks, gives us some trut
h, and then waits for some action (reject or accept His truth) from us. So, his Kingship and authority are always being ex
ercises and man, when it is his turn, is always exercising his freedom of choice. Because, as you will see, at each interv
al in God's and Cain's relationship, God is speaking, disseminating His will/truth to Cain and Cain is then choosing the w
ay he wants to act upon that truth.
Gen 4:6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?
Gen 4:7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee sh
all be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.
Gen 4:8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up again
st Abel his brother, and slew him.
Gen 4:9 And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother's keeper?
Gen 4:10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.
Gen 4:11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy
hand;
Gen 4:12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond sh
alt thou be in the earth.
Gen 4:13 And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear.
Gen 4:14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall
be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me.
Gen 4:15 And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.
And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.
Gen 4:16 And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.

God's authority and power never ends and man's ability to choose God at anytime never ends.
God does not limit man in his ability to choose whether he wants to be dependent on Him or Satan. In fact, God wants to
give man all the information he needs in order to make an informed choice. God has provided information in many, man
y ways to man, with the ultimate information being the Gospel. Romans 1 shows other ways that God has given informat
ion to men. Cain certainly knew the difference, but chose to reject God's way.
If we believe that God programmed Cain to choose the way he did, then we are a very sad lot, serving a very strange G
od.
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 17:46
Guys I apologize as I'm in the middle of a 9hr drive and am limited to pit stops in order to read/respond.
for time purposes I'll offer an analogy;
If I being a (loving and responsible) father take/lead my emotionally intelligent (sensitive) son Asa to a place that seems
(to him) dark, seedy and otherwise unlike his fathers character,... say a crack house- Now while it would be understand
able that he would question the logic of it however would he not have the full expectation of his fathers protection, provisi
on and security while under the direction (sovereignty) of his fathers will? Of couse! As his father is fully responsible (sov
ereign) for him while under his care. However what if Asa went to this same exact place without the directive of his fathe
r, much less his accompaniment.... would the son have any legitimate expectation of his fathers provision? protection? s
ecurity? Absolutely not! as the son choose to go about doing what appeared to be right in his own eyes and has departe
d from his fathers will. Now let's go further... What if this child found himself in serious trouble in exercising his own will a
part from his fathers and cried out to his father for help,... Would I as his father exhaust every resource available to me t
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o aid him even tho he got himself into this thru his own disobedience? Yes I would!!!
Read Psalm 23 in reference to the first portion of this analogy and see if you can see it.
Now another question...
How did Jesus know Zacchaeus's name?
I meant hey had never met, and there were so many people that he had to climb up a tree just to get a glimpse of Jesus,
and note that this was at the height of His ministry were He had gained ground with the Jews only to throw it all away in
order to go to this mans (sinners) house which was unlawful.... and then never mentioned repentance and yet clearly de
clares "salvation has come to this house today" AFTER Zacchaeus repented and vowed works meet with repentance.

Re: , on: 2015/10/1 18:18
Jesus knew Zachaeus' name because, uh,,,He was God.
Jesus never told me about repentance, I just knew I wanted to turn to Him and away from everything not of Him.

Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 18:26
Well while I appreciate your answer, I respectively disagree...
"The son doesn't say anything he hasn't heard his Father say".... So according to that God told him...
Re: , on: 2015/10/1 18:32
Jesus knew their thoughts.
Luke 6:7-9
And the scribes and the Pharisees watched him, to see whether he would heal on the Sabbath, so that they might find a
reason to accuse him. But HE KNEW THEIR THOUGHTS, and he said to the man with the withered hand, â€œCome a
nd stand here.â€• And he rose and stood there. And Jesus said to them, â€œI ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do
good or to do harm, to save life or to destroy it?â€•
Saying what His Father tells Him to say does not mean that He does not have knowledge of Zack's name.
He did not say, I only know what my Father teaches Me.
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/10/1 19:00
JFW-If the answer to your original question is "never" and "never" then God is the most supremely bored being in the universe
.
Regarding Zachaeus, I suspect Jesus had heard his name before and knew of him. After all he was a wee little man an
d a notorious tax collector.
I would agree with Fletcher that Jesus did not access his divinity during his earthly ministry. Phil. 2 says he emptied him
self- not of divinity but of his divine attributes.
Everything he did he did by the power of the HS.
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Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 19:02
Yes brother Julius that's true but he did say "the son doesn't do anything he hasn't seen his Father do"
There's an interesting inference between this story of Z. being contrasted by another wealthy Jewish man in the precedi
ng chapter (rich young ruler).
Btw- I've always read the reference you gave as Jesus using powers of observation/prophetic intuition as I'd imagine th
ere's been times when you've experienced similar "insights" as that one. Besides Jesus himself declared the Father was
greater than the son and if his "godship" was all incompassing/omniscient then he would know the hour and day of his re
turn, which he does not.

Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 19:25
Brother Todd,
The answer is in short based on our yielding (free choice) to it (Gods sovereignty). Which preassumes not only having
met Him but also living by His word which is Christ, hence Paul says for me to live IS CHRIST! Because he/Paul was act
ing in accordance with his personal directive given him by God which is why he could have confidence toward God in his
travels/persecution.
So I believe the "line" is exactly where Gods will crosses ours and if we yield to His will then we are citizens of His king
dom and have the full expectation of protection, provision and security while under His command having faith/certainty t
hat everything pertaining to life and godliness is included Just as a soldier has faith that everything needed to carry out t
he mission given him by his CO is included in his equipping. Now if this soldier acts independently of his orders but none
theless bares the uniform and armaments under the guise of the authority of his King then he is a rouge agent, and as h
e is committing treason is now an enemy of the state where once he was an enlisted soldier,
I believe we have a massive problem with soilders acting apart from their orders under the guise of the states authority
in the pulpits.
Note in Matt 7 Jesus says "not everyone who cries unto me lord lord shall enter my kingdom" and you can't have a king
dom without a king and a kings word is sovereign within the boundaries of his kingdom.
Re: - posted by Elibeth, on: 2015/10/1 19:30
Would it be too rude for me to break in,..just a little ?
If so,..Please forgive.
My thoughts:
Jesus is The Seed of His Father,God.
(The Word / Spirit of God that impregnated Mary.)
God,we know is Spirit,is EVERYWHERE.
Jn.3:34,..For whomever God hath sent speaketh The Words of God; for God giveth not The Spirit by measure unto Him,.
.it is measured out to us,as we have need of / hunger after.
So,It flows right from God,through Him,The Son.,...for the very moment.
No hesitation
Lovingly,
elizabeth
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Re: - posted by proudpapa, on: 2015/10/1 19:38
RE: ///Not sure I see an answer to what I asked proudpapa.///
RE: ///I understand it's unpopular here but hundreds of thousands of people went to hell and I was simply asking "proudp
apa" his take on why!///
Romans 1
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the trut
h in unrighteousness;
19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.
If they had sin imputed to them It is because they held truth.

Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 19:44
Yes Sister Elizabeth!!!
That is exactly the same spirit that is available to us when we are not concerned with the civilian affairs of this world.
1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be
able to teach others also.
3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be
a soldier.
5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.

Lawfully here (I understand) means under orders of his CO= Holy Spirit
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 19:58
Brother Todd wrote;
" Jesus did not access his divinity during his earthly ministry. Phil. 2 says he emptied himself- not of divinity but of his div
ine attributes.
Everything he did he did by the power of the HS."
Yes!!!! that is exactly the point of this line of questioning, as I alluded to earlier- there are many in ministry that are not do
ing in the power of the Holy Spirit but in their own power (rouge agents) and since the gifts are without repentance they
appear to be godly but are denying the power. Which has led to the mess we currently find ourselves in here in NA and t
he problem is we are exporting corruption/humanism around the world under the guise of the gospel but it's not THE GO
SPEL which is the power of God unto salvation.
I believe this is what brother Julius was talking about... Unless I'm missing the thrust of his writings.
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Re: , on: 2015/10/1 21:02
Luke 7:22
Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the
blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.
"His name, "Immanuel, God with us" (7:14). Unveiled glory would have blinded the humanity he came to serve and to
save.
Neither Christ's divinity, nor His Divine attributes, nor the use of those attributes, nor His glory, was in any way emptied.
Rather, these were "concealed under a veil of flesh." There is a distinct difference between emptying and concealing. If I
were on a family vacation, and if I carried all my money in my wallet, I'd much prefer that my wallet be concealed than
emptied. There is a big difference
But even during this third time period Christ did reveal His glory. Luke writes: "And some eight days after these sayings,
it came about that He took along Peter and John and James, and went up to the mountain to pray. And while He was
praying, the appearance of His face became different, and His clothing became white and gleaming. And behold, two
men were talking with Him; and they were Moses and Elijah, who, appearing in glory, were speaking of His departure
which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions had been overcome with sleep; but
when they were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men standing with Him. And it came about, as these were
parting from Him, Peter said to Jesus, 'Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for
You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah' not realizing what he was saying." (Lk. 9:28-33)."
Read more about unbiblical views of KENOSIS
http://kenosis.info/index.shtml
Different topic:
Quote:
-------------------------if we yield to His will then we are citizens of His kingdom and have the full expectation of protection, provision and security while un
der His command
-------------------------

What kind of protection, provision and security are you referring to?
Those three words are perfect, but can you elaborate on the nature of them?
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 21:37
Brother Julius,
Well I suppose I have a dif understanding of the deity than you seem to.
But I'd love to respond to your request and I thank you for the opportunity and continued patience:)
So just as in psalms 23
"he maketh me to lie down in green pastures" (provision)
"he leadeth me by still waters" (security)
"he prepareth a table before me in the presence of mine enemies (protection)
Also with Joshua entering the promised land to face the "giants" we likewise see these in place/action.
More recently with David Wilkerson confronting Nicky Cruz on his on turf again we see them.
This is not to say that we would not be delivered up and meet with our physical death while under the sovereign hand of
God, however we can know if it happens it was His will to glorify Himself in that way and we like Christ, because of the jo
y set before us (pleasing God) endure the hardship and with perfect peace lay our lives down for the pleasure of His goo
d will and we have confidence/faith/certainty because our will is yielded to His directive in love and not our own will.
Now some are persecuted/killed for their own ideals and suppose that God is with them but unless He told them to do a
thing them they are like Israel when they were without a King and every man went about doing what appeared to be righ
t in his own eyes.
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Note also that in Matt 7 Jesus says "only those who do the will of his Father shall enter in"... again we see this principle t
o be binding.
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 22:24
As I understand it, the greatest words ever uttered on planet earth (imo), the sermon on the mount are not a series of co
mmands so much as what it is for one to walk in accordance with His will. The beatitudes replaced the law in that they ar
e a much higher principle that requires dependence on the Spirit of God to perform. Just as Jesus was filled, led and exp
ressed by the spirit, these perfectly.... so should we as He was the first born among many brethren. "All this and more ye
shall do"
I believe there to be allot of doctrinal bondage that isn't really dif from the 1st century Jews tho now it's just in a dif garb
.
For me at least it really is as simple as obedience by faith from a pure heart. Meaning if/when we respond to the Father i
n loving obedience and go into the harvest fields, He will straighten out our theology and doctrine in His handling of us.
Unfortunately we wanna get it "right" before we go, which seems right but leads to death:(
But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a reward
er of them that diligently seek him
8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed;
and he went out, not knowing whither he went.
9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the
heirs with him of the same promise:
10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
Here again we see the same privileges of the principle in action as throughout the whole scripture.
Jesus said His kingdom was not of this world and that we should seek it first and foremost just like they did in verse 10
above and that everything (provision, protection, security etc...) would be provided in our obedience to His call to follow
after Him.
That for me is the sovereignty of God in action when we are yeilded to it.
To see what it looks like when we are not,.... ha just look around bro:(

Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/1 22:55
Ok final one and was hoping someone else would post this but since not... I'll quiet down after this one-

27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saint
s ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD.
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the CALLED ACCORDIN
G TO HIS PURPOSE.
(emphasis mine)
This is exemplary of this "kingdom principle" where the sovereignty of God/His will meets the yeilded will of man. The pr
oduct is Christ in us the hope of glory~
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Re: , on: 2015/10/1 23:01
JFW, great answer on "provision, security and protection".
Let me just add that He does not just give us these things as impersonal commodities, the person of Jesus Christ is our
provision, security (peace) and protection (Salvation) He is all we need and He wants us to be dependent on Him for eve
rything.
Jehovah Shalom (Judges 6:24) The Lord our Peace
Jehovah-Jireh (Gen 22:14) The Lord our Provision
Jehovah Elohe Yeshuathi (Psalms 88:1) - The Lord our Protection (Salvation)

I look forward to talking with you sometime about what Jesus emptied Himself of. The tension and balance of Him being
fully God and fully man (hypostatic union) is revealed in the scriptures.
Also, Christ cannot be a product. We are joined with the Person (not product) of Christ by His spirit. Sorry, you make it s
ound like a formula.

Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/2 0:11
Brother Julius,
I didn't mean to imply an impersonal provision, as such I apologize for my clumsy words...
As for the "product",... point well taken as again it was clumsy wording in reference to a "until Christ be formed in you" ty
pe of phrase.
Eph 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
Would be another example of what I was attempting to relay.
And yes I too look forward to a continued fellowship with you dear brother:)

Re: , on: 2015/10/2 0:19
Yes, the fellowship in the Word has been good, lately. Slowing down a bit, for a season. Hopefully, a brief one as I have
been enjoying the spiritual stimulation and encouragement. (Some trips coming up and some increased responsibilities).
Will read daily. I do enjoy this community and always find something interesting in everyone's posts.

Re: , on: 2015/10/3 7:42
TMK wrote,
""JFW-If the answer to your original question is "never" and "never" then God is the most supremely bored being in the universe
."
Your conclusion is the result of looking at God with the eyes of the flesh. I highly recommend a crash course on the Self
Sufficiency of God.
Here's a postage stamp snapshot to get the ball rolling.
"Almighty God, just because He is almighty, needs no support. The picture of a nervous, ingratiating God fawning over
men to win their favor is not a pleasant one; yet if we look at the popular conception of God, that is precisely what we se
e. Twentieth century Christianity has put God on charity. So lofty is our opinion of ourselves that we find it quite easy, no
t to say enjoyable, to believe that we are necessary to God. But the truth is that God is not greater for our being, nor wou
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ld He be less if we did not exist. That we do exist is altogether of Godâ€™s free determination, not by our desert nor by
divine necessity."
A W Tozer
marcmc

Re: , on: 2015/10/3 10:01
"In the beginning, God" (Gen. 1:1). There was a time, if "time" is could be called, when God, in the unity of His nature (th
ough subsisting equally in three Divine Persons), dwelt all alone. "In the beginning, God." There was no heaven, where
His glory is now particularly manifested. There was no earth to engage His attention. There were no angels to hymn His
praises; no universe to be upheld by the word of His power. There was nothing, no one, but God; and that, not for a day,
a year, or an age, but "from everlasting." During a past eternity, God was alone: self-contained, self-sufficient, self-satisfi
ed; in need of nothing. Had a universe, had angels, had human beings been necessary to Him in any way, they also had
been called into existence from all eternity. The creating of them when He did, added nothing to God essentially. He cha
nges not (Mal. 3:6), therefore His essential glory can be neither augmented nor diminished.
God was under no constraint, no obligation, no necessity to create. That He chose to do so was purely a sovereign act o
n His part, caused by nothing outside Himself, determined by nothing but His own mere good pleasure; for He "worketh
all things after the counsel of His own will" (Eph. 1:11). That He did create was simply for His manifestative glory. Do so
me of our readers imagine that we have gone beyond what Scripture warrants? Then our appeal shall be to the Law and
the Testimony: "Stand up and bless the Lord your God forever and ever: and blessed be Thy glorious name, which is ex
alted above all blessing and praise" (Neh. 9:5). God is no gainer even from our worship. He was in no need of that exter
nal glory of His grace which arises from His redeemed, for He is glorious enough in Himself without that. What was it mo
ved Him to predestinate His elect to the praise of the glory of His grace? It was, as Ephesians 1:5 tells us, according to t
he good pleasure of His will.
A W Pink

marcmc
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/3 10:02
Brother Marc,
Hey I was wondering what happened to you, glad to see you return:)
If you're up for it, may we continue our discussion?
I had asked you;
"If I may inquire further of you on this...
In your understanding (objectively) does the sovereignty of a King extend beyond His kingdom or is it limited to it?"
Btw brother Tozer is one of my favorite theologians and as from what I've read had a fitting view of and love for God.

Re: , on: 2015/10/3 10:43
I was fortunate to track down a member from Bayview Glen Church in Toronto ( Tozer preached there at the end of is lif
e ). He actually worked the sound table an made the recordings.
I think most of his tapes are available now but back then they were not. He made me copies of Tozer messages from his
original reel to reels.
marcmc
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Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/10/3 23:00
Tozer is also one one of my favorites, and I agree with his quote that Marc posted.
But I still stand by statement.
I used to love playing electric football. Although we placed the men on the field, what made it fun was that you never kn
ew exactly what they would do once you set the field vibrating.
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/4 1:05
Tozer says,
Here is my view: God sovereignly decreed that man should be free to exercise moral choice, and man from the beginnin
g has fulfilled that decree by making his choice between good and evil. When he chooses to do evil, he does not counter
vail the sovereign will of God but fulfills it, inasmuch as the eternal decree decided not which choice the man should mak
e but that he should be free to make it. If in His absolute freedom God has willed to give man limited freedom, who is the
re to stay His hand or say, â€˜What dost thou?â€™ Manâ€™s will is free because God is sovereign. A God less than so
vereign could not bestow moral freedom upon his creatures. He would be afraid to do so.
This makes perfect since to me...
Matthew 23:37
"Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your ch
ildren together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not WILLING" (emphasis mine)
I guess for Jean Calvin, God wanted something that He Himself prevented Himself from having by predestinating these
poor souls to not respond to His longing for them.... and then of course He must punish them for not responding to the v
ery longing that He Himself would not afford them an option to respond to by allowing them the option to choose to by th
e force of their own will and to top it all off littered His word with verses like these to tease them with a supposed option t
hat in fact they never had to begin with.

Re: , on: 2015/10/4 4:26
Ephesians 1:3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings i
n heavenly places in Christ: 4According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should b
e holy and without blame before him in love: 5Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to h
imself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us acce
pted in the beloved. 7In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
his grace; 8Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9Having made known unto us the myster
y of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10That in the dispensation of the fulness
of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in hi
m: 11In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh
all things after the counsel of his own will: 12That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 13In
whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believ
ed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.
marcmc
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Re: , on: 2015/10/4 4:29
1 Peter 1:17And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass th
e time of your sojourning here in fear: 18Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as sil
ver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19But with the precious blood of Christ
, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 20Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but w
as manifest in these last times for you, 21Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him
glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2015/10/4 4:40
Romans 8:28And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called accor
ding to his purpose. 29For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, tha
t he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and who
m he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2015/10/4 4:57
I never get tired of hearing the explanations I hear about the few sample versus I just posted. The amount of bias, dislike
, spin and mental juggling required to make them fit into the mind of man is astounding.
Reading through the posts here it is clear that my original statement of never and never needs a bit of explaining. I am n
ot a hyper Calvinist, I do not see man as a robot and every single action that occurs on earth as under the complete acti
ve control of God. He is not a brooding deity with His thumb in every pie, peeking into every room and obsessing, prying,
plying and dictating 24/7.
As the versus I posted with unmistakable clarity demonstrate, God did the planning, heavy lifting and architectural desig
ning before one single atom outside Himself ever existed. The problem with the sovereignty of God and humans is we p
ut it inside time! God is not inside time, He does not obey time, is not ruled by time and does not exercise His sovereignt
y according to time.
God acts according to His own good pleasure, He does what He wants, when He wants, however He wants. An action o
f God is right because it's an action of God. He is never hurried, never pressured and under no obligation. He is altogeth
er free to plan, design and perform in the way that pleases Himself. He rejoices in Himself, enjoys Himself and is altoget
her pleased all the time by Himself.
So yes man can go for ice cream, walk his dog, make personal self directed decisions and decide 99% of his movement
s on earth. And at the same time God was, is and will forever be the sovereign Ruler of all and every single one of those
actions and activities. But how can those two things be true at the same time (in time) happen without conflict or contradi
ction? The answer is surprisingly easy.
God in His wisdom predestiated a body for His Son and a temple for the Holy Spirit. And with an infinite number of desig
ns, ideas and plans to chose from He chose the best one. He then from His position in infinity effortlessly looked through
every single action, activity, result, consequence and effect that would occur inside His creation and Sovereignly decide
d which to permit and which to not. His will and Power are the determining Ruler of everything that angels, man and plan
ets have ever done. He does not actively "in time" need to deal with these events because He did it ages ago. If I throw
a ball, I pick it up and swing my arm and off it flys. It forms an arch and goes as far as gravity allows it. It does this of my
free will but behind that God eons ago foresaw me throwing that ball and Sovereignly decided to let it happen without an
y interference. while other events like the second world war He decided "this far and no farther will Hitler go"
Events take place that God chose to intervene in and millions occur that He chose to do nothing about. But He did decid
e to do nothing about them and He decided inside His infinity not during the events occurring in time.
God in every single event that has ever occurred is 100% Sovereign and He exercised His Sovereignty before He create
d anything. Man inside time feels and thinks he is totally free but every action regardless of how insignificant was looked
at and allowed by God. The actions that God did not allow are not seen or understood by the man himself unless God al
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so Sovereignly chose to reveal that as well.
This is hated by the flesh and Christians who desire a God who is actively and imminently involved in time concerning ev
ery single thought and action they have or do. Almost the entire Church has a God involved 100% of the time in 100% o
f their day to day. That of course is why so many are fearful and indecisive seeking Gods inpute on every single thing th
ey do. It also has made the Church look like bunch of people trying endlessly to get God to do things He is apparently no
t very interested in doing.
Let me stress that what I have said does not mean that God is totally Transendant alone. God loves His children, interac
ts with His children and His presence can be manifestly obvious to believers. His Sovereignty clearly includes His decisi
on to participate in the outcome of certain things as a partner with His children with His direct and Immenant participatio
n. But like everything else He decided to do that ages ago in His perfect Sovereign Will.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2015/10/4 5:47
A simple illustration that answers my "never and never" point is this.
Man and time is a ship. The Sovereignty of God determined that the ship would leave from New York city and arrive in L
ondon yet He tells very few people on the ship. The ship has open, limited and no access areas and people are moving
all around the ship. You can move freely anywhere as you choose among the areas that access allows. All the time you
have the sense of total freedom as there appears to be nothing limiting your movements in any way. It therefore appears
that you have 100% free will and on the ship with few exceptions you do. But the ship is going to London and that is 100
% under the power of the Sovereignty of God.
I have decided to not illustrate the dominance of the Law of Sin and Death that totally enslaves every decision of fallen
man and limits even the seeming free choices he thinks he makes. Fallen man is a total slave to his sinful nature inside
a barbed wire compound of sin and death but this is obviously also inside God Sovereignty and the decisions He made
before time existed as well.
FTR this is why the "free will", "make your decision for Christ" Gospel gets laughed at and why the reform message face
to face causes all the blood to instantly leave the face of the unsaved as conviction of sin hits them like a freight train. Th
ey consider for the very first time in their lives that the decision is not what they will do about Jesus but instead what will
Jesus do about them. In other words maybe they are simply a passenger on a ship who's course was not picked by the
mselves. You can actually see that "Uh oh" look come upon them.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2015/10/4 6:25
There is zero conflict between the Sovereignty of God and the apparent freedom of man. They take place at two comple
tely seperate times.
One happens today and the other happened ages ago.
Gods Sovereignty "never" ends because it went before everything else and cannot be changed in Gods eternity future.
Mans free will "never" begins because his every choice has already been allowed or disallowed by the Sovereignty of G
od in the eons of Gods eternity past.

marcmc
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Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/10/4 9:57
MarcBased on your last responses (which I get, but simply disagree with) there is absolutely no reason for prayer.
If we pray for something, God knew eons ago that we would pray and what His answer would be.
If we pray to thank Him or praise him, the same thing applies.
Ho-hum.
Re: , on: 2015/10/4 10:18
TMK,
You are very much mistaken. True prayer is a response to God. This is one of those areas where the Will of God chose
parcipitation with man. God has desired fellowship with man and prayer is the greatest single action we do that facilitate
s that fellowship.
99% of prayer is not answered becaused it is asked amiss. It is born from the flesh or desire to recieve something from
God that is notin His will. Sometimes like Paul asking for the thorn to be removed the reason is given and other times it i
s not.
Prayers that are answered are prayers that are given to your heart from God, spoken in response back to Him and grant
ed because they are His initiated will.
Jesus said "I only say what I hear the Father say" this included His prayers and as you know every single one was grant
ed. When God taught me this everything changed. My requests in prayer shrunk to next to nothing but every one of the
m was granted because they were born from His Will for myself or another.

marcmc
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/4 10:23
Brother Marc,
You wore; "Gods Sovereignty "never" ends because it went before everything else and cannot be changed in Gods eter
nity future.
Mans free will "never" begins because his every choice has already been allowed or disallowed by the Sovereignty of G
od in the eons of Gods eternity past."

So again I ask the question; Does a kings sovereignty extend beyond the border of his kingdom or form the border itself
?

Re: , on: 2015/10/4 10:30
JFW,
The scriptures are laser clear on that point.
1 Corinthians 15:12Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no res
urrection of the dead? 13But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 14And if Christ be not risen,
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 15Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we hav
e testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 16For if the dead rise n
ot, then is not Christ raised: 17And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 18Then they also whi
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ch are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 19If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.
20But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 21For since by man came death, b
y man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But
every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 24Then cometh the end,
when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all auth
ority and power. 25For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy that shall be destroye
d is death. 27For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith, all things are put under him, it is manifest that
he is excepted, which did put all things under him. 28And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son
also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.
Re: , on: 2015/10/4 10:38
TMK,
Many Christians like Rees Howell are given a ministry of prayer. God literally fills their hearts with the will, grace and list
of things to be born through prayer. But they came from Gods will.
Sadly many try to do in the flesh what God gave a man or woman as a ministry and they burn themselves out without an
y fruit thinking any believer could do what Rees Howells did if they persisted long and hard enough. It's tragic.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2015/10/4 10:43
It should be obvious that I'm referring to the prayers of inter session and request. You can go to Him and tell Him you lov
e and adore Him and you will bask in His presence joyfully all day long.
Luke 10:25And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life
? 26He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? 27And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thys
elf. 28And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.
marcmc
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/4 10:55
Brother Marc,
Firstly- my characterization of Jean Calvin was just that,... a characterization of him and not you. Having said that your r
esponse was quite telling...
Secondly- I understand and accept your position as being one of faith tho' (for me) it seems inconsistent with scripture. Y
ou seem to be saying that His kingdom is without bounds, meaning His sovereignty extends indefinitely. If this is so, mig
ht you explain the plain words of Jesus to Pilate "My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my s
ervants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.â
€•

Re: , on: 2015/10/4 11:08
The spiritual light of the life of Jesus Christ shines in the spiritual darkness (1:5) of the world-system (John 3:19; 8:12; 12
:35,46; I John 1:5,6; 2:8,9,11), the system governed by â€œthe god of this worldâ€™ (II Cor. 4:4). He has spawned the r
eligious system that counterfeits the true attributes of The Lord Jesus and His Body.
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Re: , on: 2015/10/4 11:17
Luke 4:43And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent.
Matthew 24:14And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then s
hall the end come.
Jesus did not say the Gospel of Salvation. He said the Gospel of The Kingdom.
JFW the Kingdom is my favorite subject and has been my focus for last 4 years. But it should be another thread.
marcmc

Re: , on: 2015/10/4 11:20
I will be gone for most of the day, I will check in later.
marcmc
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/4 11:36
Brother Marc,
You wrote: "Jesus did not say the Gospel of Salvation. He said the Gospel of The Kingdom"

AMEN!!!!!
It warms my heart to hear you confess this dear brother as I was beginning to suspect you held a position otherwise. Ind
eed salvation is not an end in itself but a glorious beginning whose end is all the more glorious being God Himself.
Having said this I do very much enjoy being exercised in the grace in which I am being grown. I believe we can all agre
e that none of us has anything to offer other than what has been given us by God, and that which was given, was itself g
iven that we might offer ourselves up in declaration of its supreme value in that by it we are made partakers of the divine
inheritance of the one who gave it.

Re: Are you ready for the big reveal? - posted by dspks, on: 2015/10/4 17:48
â€œAnd Adam called his wifeâ€™s name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.â€• Genesis 3:20
Eve "the mother of ALL living".
IF you believe the Bible... this verse answers the question, "is there life on other planets".
Also, it is SO amazing that people can believe there were great amounts of water on planets (where no water exist, toda
y) but, a "Biblical" world wide flood, here on earth (where water exists) is silly.
Re: , on: 2015/10/4 17:56
Great point, dspks. The Word does not say the mother of all living on planet earth, but rather "the mother of ALL living."
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Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/4 18:14
Is it silly to believe both are true?
https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-confirms-evidence-that-liquid-water-flows-on-today-s-mars
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/4 18:18
Btw Adam called his wife Eve (the mother of all living) , AFTER the fall if that matters to anyone...
Re: Adam vs. Modern Scientist - posted by dspks, on: 2015/10/4 18:50
So, Adam (who walked with God, and the smartest human EVER to live, outside of the Lord Jesus) was mistaken... and
the "pure" motivated scientist of the day are NOT mistaken. Hmmmmmmmmm

Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/4 19:30
Well brother we are all wrong sometimes are we not?
If Adam had declared this before the fall it would carry more weight (at least with me) but since his disposition was sinful
we'd do well to be cautious with his declarations after sin entered.
This is from another's writings but I post as an example;
For instance, Galileo and Copernicus brought to the church the truth that the earth was not the center of the universe, th
at the sun did not go around the earth but that the earth went around the sun and that the earth rotated on its axis, giving
the illusion that the sun was going around the earth.
We all know this to be true now, but did all good Christians believe it then? No, both John Calvin and Martin Luther clung
, along with the church, to the error that the earth was the center of the universe, that the sun went around the earth and
that the earth stood still.
"Martin Luther called Copernicus 'an upstart astrologer' and a 'fool who wishes to reverse the entire science of astronom
y.' Calvin thundered: 'Who will venture to place the authority of Copernicus above that of the Holy Spirit? Do not the Scri
ptures say that Joshua commanded the sun and not the earth to stand still? That the sun runs from one end of the heav
ens to the other?'"
Both Calvin and Luther were good, well-meaning men, but they still clung to their false views because they could quote
Scripture texts to support them. Likewise, there are good, well-meaning Christians today who also erroneously cling to th
e doctrine of original sin because they can quote texts from the Bible to "prove" it.
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/10/4 19:54
Dspks wrote:
"Eve "the mother of ALL living".
The mother of all living **what**??
Surely not rhinoceroses and octopi.
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/4 21:52
Ha! Brother Todd,
I was thinking that too... perhaps it was metaphorical?
I mean at that point she surely wasn't literally the birth giving "mother" tho perhaps the "care giving" mother...
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Re: Caution thrown to the wind - posted by dspks, on: 2015/10/4 22:02
"we'd do well to be cautious with his declarations after sin entered"
I tend to be cautious with NASA's declarations

Re: Metaphorical - posted by dspks, on: 2015/10/4 22:04
Perhaps Jesus Christ, and His Crucifixion were metaphorical, too??
Who's to decide??
Wait a minute, I know... NASA!!!
erroneously cling - posted by dspks, on: 2015/10/4 22:13
"erroneously cling to the doctrine of original sin"
Oh, now I understand... thanks for the insight.

Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/4 22:14
Brother dspks,
I meant no disrespect,... nor is it in my heart to be contentious.
Just sharing my thoughts brother, this isn't a personal issue for me.

Just using your logic - posted by dspks, on: 2015/10/4 22:22
"because they can quote texts from the Bible to "prove" it"
Again, I tend to go with the Bible to "prove" reality than go with quote's from NASA's website to "prove" reality.
That's just me...
If you want to establish your "reality" on NASA's declarations... go for it.

Re: Just using your logic - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/4 22:27
Brother dspks,
Are you saying you agree with Luther and Calvin on that issue?
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2015/10/4 22:35
I only ask because Gallileo and Copernicus were the "NASA" of their day and the "proof" these brothers found in scriptur
e was actually a misrendering of the text, as such wasn't actually proof of anything other than their ignorance.
Re: dspks - posted by proudpapa, on: 2015/10/4 22:39
could you please clairify that you do not believe that "Eve "the mother of ALL living" includes all the animal kingdom
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Re: "shell game" - posted by dspks, on: 2015/10/4 23:28
I admit...
I am an:
"alien-denier" :)
The original post asked for scripture... to deny "alien" life...
When it comes to "life", I am talking about... "life" created in the image of God... so I quoted scripture...
Isn't EVE the mother of "all life" that were created in the image of God...
If that is the case... the conclusion is simple.
When it comes to "bacteria or other single cell creature" on other planets... NONE have ever been found.
Remember, NASA has NOT found "WATER" on Mars, (as we know "water")... read their articles, you will find the word's
"probable", "hopes", "maybe", "under certain conditions" through out their "findings".
One article quotes: "While the discovery doesn't by itself offer evidence of life on Mars, either past or present, it does bo
ost hopes that the harsh landscape still offers some refuge for microbes to cling to existence."
Really? OK... convinces me!!
Another NASA "shell game":
Remember all the "planets" they have "found" which could be "earth-like"... are only stars they see that wobble... that's
all.
Their assumptions go to the extreme when they suggest these stars wobble because they have "earth-like" planets revo
lving around them.
Portion of one article:
"But if they can't even see the planets how are they going to discover anything useful? Scientists can use the wobble to
work the planet's mass and distance from the star. They can measure the wobble using the Doppler effect."
http://www.planet-science.com/categories/over-11s/space/2010/09/it%E2%80%99s-in-the-shake-and-wobble!-.aspx
Oh no, Vulcan's exsist!!! Help!!!
They have NEVER "found" earth-like planets.
NASA is desperate ...
here and there they "discover" "strange new things"... why, to keep our money coming in to fund their projects.
I believe man did land on the moon... I watched the moon landings, live! :) (I'm almost as old as Galileo... as a matter of
fact, I knew Galileo...) :)
The variables out-weigh the risk in sending men to Mars.
Don't forget, the movie, "The Martian"... is only a M O V I E.
Enough said...

Re: "shell game", on: 2015/10/4 23:38
Ha, ha, ha!!!
You nailed it dspks!
NASA is desperate. They are doing their best to justify their own existence.
And seriously, could Eve be the mother of anything else but a human?
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If these scientists would only turn to Jesus Christ in faith and start to read His word, all their questions would be answere
d.
1 Corinthians 1:18-19
For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. For
it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.
https://pjmiller.wordpress.com/2015/11/06/the-big-blood-moon-fizzle/
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