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A CHANGE OF HUSBANDS, on: 2016/5/6 7:52
How wonderful it is! - in our new slavery to Christ we are joyfully free to be producers of the fruit of the Spirit, and cannot
come again under the control of our old sin-owner. In our new slavery we say from the heart what it says in that old Chur
ch of England prayer: " in whose service is perfect freedom." That is the fact; but how about our realization of it?
Let us face it: Though Paul has declared to us the totality of our new freedom as slaves to our new Owner, we often don'
t seem to have found this fixed level of new freedom working out in our lives, but are caught up again under that old sinboss. Where does the answer lie? It is in our relationship to the law. We go back to this word of Paul's: "You are not und
er the law." But in fact we are under it and know a lot about the heavy bondage of the law on us with its "you ought" and
"you ought not"! Then what does Paul mean when he says that we have full freedom from the law? We must look thorou
ghly into this and find the solution. For if Paul is saying, "Sin shall not have dominion over you, because you are not und
er the law but under grace," that evidently means sin will have dominion over us as long as the law does continue its hol
d over us. But how to be not only "dead to sin" (6:2) but "dead to the law" (7:4)? And how can that give us our liberty?
Paul explains it like this in Romans 7:1-6. In a marriage, law binds you to your mate. Now we humans started life mated
to Satan, expressing his sin nature and producing his children, "the motions of sin in the flesh." But as we have already s
aid, we came into the world blinded to the reality of our marriage and to the control of our sin-husband, and to the fact th
at it was his children which we were producing. We were duped into regarding ourselves as free persons living our own l
ives. If we had a relationship to sin, it was more as it having some "influence" on us, but by no means having control ove
r us as husband over wife. We recognized Satan neither as husband nor slave-owner over us.
Therefore in our unsaved days, when blind to our true relationship to Satan, God in mercy sent us the law through Mose
s with its written list of "Thou shalts" and "Thou shalt nots" to shoot holes through our false independence and self-righte
ousness. We admitted the authority of God's law of right living, for we were still His offspring created in His image. But h
ow husband sin laughed at us: "Fulfill God's law based on being a self-giving self, when you're mated to me, the enemy
god of self-loving self? Ridiculous!" He was right. We couldn't and didn't want to fulfill God's law. So God's hidden purpo
se of grace in sending us the law was first fulfilled not in us humans keeping the law (which we couldn't) but in our consi
stently breaking the law, and thus being exposed by the law as guilty lawbreakers, as sinners.
So by the law we were ultimately driven to take that first great outward step of "coming honest" and acknowledging our g
uilt, repenting, and being delivered from the curse and condemnation of the law of God's own Son, "set forth" as the pro
pitiation for our sins.
But then comes the further step. The total work of the law is not just to expose the fact of sins committed and the conseq
uent judgment. It is that "by the law is the knowledge of sin" - not sins, but the sin principle which was dwelling in us whe
n the father and originator of sin dwelt in us.
Paul, through analogy, explains how we are at first married to and totally controlled by our Satan-husband, but then by o
ne stroke the marriage is broken up - Christ's death as our representative cutting us off from the marriage to Satan! Havi
ng died with Christ, we are now dead to our old husband. That means that the law can no longer point its finger at us as
unable to keep its commands - unable because our husband (who expressed himself by us) would never let us - for deat
h has put an end to that marriage; so the law has no further condemning claim in that respect. "Wherefore, my brethren,
you became dead to the law by the body of Christ, that you should be married to another" (7:4).
He then uses the marriage illustration, just as he had used the owner-slave illustration, to bring home the same truth to u
s: that we humans are always under a deity management. So there's no such thing as we humans remaining unmarried,
just the same as we couldn't remain free from slavery. Therefore the marvel of God's grace, says Paul, is that at the mo
ment our old marriage was broken by the death of Christ our representative, immediately in His resurrection He became
our new Husband in place of Satan. There's no such thing as a time period in which we are a kind of widow! We have im
mediately changed husbands and entered into our new marriage contract, in which "the law of the Spirit of life in Christ J
esus has made us free from the law of sin and death" (8:2).
When I inwardly know this and have got the facts in clear focus, I find that my new Husband has me, to my delight, in Hi

Page 1/29

Articles and Sermons :: A CHANGE OF HUSBANDS

s total ownership; and I have nothing to do in our family life beyond producing the fruits of our marriage, the fruit of the S
pirit. Then the law has disappeared from me, because my new Husband, who is the resurrected Christ, fulfills it by our u
nion life. I thus have become dead to the law in its outer form - the form in which God first sent it, so as to expose me to
the reality of my old Satan-husband.
What perfect joy for us who have come this whole way by grace into our new union and know, in its full reality, our marri
age to our new Husband! But actually, the point of what Paul is now writing about, and bringing to its climax in Romans
7, is that we've not yet properly understood our relationship to our two husbands. Being all tangled up, our concepts nee
d to be untangled. The tangle is caused by the false idea of myself as an independent person, about which I've been dec
eived from the Fall. Not knowing that as a sinner I lived under the total management of my old husband and solely expre
ssed him and reproduced his children, but wrongly thinking I then had an independent life of my own, I started out living
my new life thinking that now also, as a redeemed human, I have an ability of my own and so can fulfill the law. And so
my former husband catches me unaware. When I think I ought to be "doing my own thing" for God (for now, being redee
med, I delight in the law of God) Satan cunningly re-exerts his control over me and causes me to fulfill his flesh will. How
can this be? Because "doing my own thing" is Satan's principle, the very cause of his and Adam's fall. It is the sin princip
le. Here then is the value of the continuing law to my life. I needed to have one final radical exposure of the "nonsense"
of my supposed independence. By this, at last, I can see I have never been independent: because the self- relying self
was the sin-spirit in me. Until, however, I consciously know and enter into the reality of not only my cutoff from my old hu
sband, but also my marriage to my new Husband, I will still be in an illusory condition of independence, and so actually u
nder the remote control of my old husband. There is no in-between status. So the law completes its work by revealing th
e illusion of my independence, and grace reveals the reality of my new marriage. Once I move into that, the law ceases t
o exist as having an outer claim on me, since it is now being inwardly fulfilled in me. This is why Paul puts such strong e
mphasis upon the completion of God's purposes through the law for my freedom, exposing sin as well as sins, and the li
e about a time of independence intervening between the old ownership and the new, the old husband and the new.
How wonderful to know that I am now married to Christ! To know that "I am my Beloved's, and His desire is toward me" (
S. of S. 7:10).
Re: A CHANGE OF HUSBANDS - posted by savannah, on: 2016/5/6 8:08

"How wonderful to know that I am now married to Christ!"
Tell me tuc, is there any possibility of this marriage ever being dissolved, or is it indissoluble?
This is a very serious question.
Is there any possibility of this marriage ever being dissolved, or is it indissoluble? , on: 2016/5/6 9:30
No! NO! NO! There is NO possibility.
"Know ye not that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are,â€¦ whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness?" (6:16). Paul makes it plain that we humans do not have a freedom of our own - that we
have no self-operating human nature. We are always servants ("slaves," in the Greek) to one deity or the other. And the
deities are here named by their character and lifestyle: sin... or righteousness. Yes, here alone is our freedom: "Know ye
not that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are?" That is our charter of freedom within slaver
y: our freedom to belong to one master only. And as believers, we have already changed our slavery - from sin to righte
ousness, from Satan to Christ (vss. 17-18)!
A slave does not change his owner every hour of the day, or even every month! That is the law of slavery, and of freedo
m within that slavery. Humans may not always seem so consistently under one or the other owner - we may slip and slit
her in our outer behavior - but at our spirit-center we're always in one of those two slaveries and freedoms (vss. 20-22), f
ixed and not interchangeable (except by God's grace!) This, then, is how total our transference is from the first Adam's f
amily to the last Adam's, by the radicalness of Christ's once-for-all death to sin and aliveness to God.
This slave-illustration strongly confirms us in knowing in which family and whose service we are - and that our salvation i
s for keeps, despite any deviations. It equally confirms us into not being hastily judgmental of others in their apparent de
viations. See through to the center, where spirit is joined to Spirit! Always contribute faith, not negative downgrading judg
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ment, to any deviators.
Our freedom, Paul says, is total freedom from any other claimant. We can never serve two masters, even if we delude o
urselves into thinking we can. We were free from God's way of self-giving living while we "enjoyed" the freedom of self-lo
ving living as slaves to sin. But now, through our obedience in believing the gospel truth brought to us (6:17), our service
to sin has been severed and replaced by our service to righteousness - which is being servants of God (6:18,22). We ha
ve exchanged freedoms and cannot return, and are in the enjoyment of our new slavery!
Then Paul asks, Did you really enjoy that former freedom with its "Dead Sea fruits" of conscious guilt, and the hard labor
s involved in sinful living? (vs. 21). We had to work for a despot in our inwardly chaotic state of fallen selfhood, and our
wages were eternal death! What a freedom! -and how rightly we are now ashamed of it! But our new freedom, a free gift,
spontaneously produces not works, but the rich fruits of holy living; and the end, everlasting life. Owner "sin" pays wages
in eternal death; owner "grace" gives the free gift of eternal life.
So here is the royal and wonderful answer to the fear of license some may have because of their new freedom from the l
aw. Is there not danger that, if we're free to do what we like, we'll then choose to indulge ourselves in all kinds of sinning
? But the miraculous difference in this new freedom lies in the law of the Spirit replacing the old law. When this truth reall
y dawns, we see it is not that it's easier to sin and harder to live rightly.. but the other way round! It is easy to walk God's
way and hard to go back to the devil's ways! It is absurd even to think of being the devil's dupes again! What a boldness
it gives us when we know that we are totally controlled by the One who owns us, and that we have nothing to do with ke
eping ourselves. Our Owner is also our Keeper.

Emancipation can only be accomplished by one who pays the price , on: 2016/5/6 9:38
How bold it was of Paul - and what a word of revelation - to affirm these two absolute freedoms: If we are slaves of Sata
n and sin, we are so freed from Christ and righteousness that we cannot change from one to the other.
A slave can't free himself. Emancipation can only be accomplished by one who pays the price - by one who buys us bac
k from our captor. So now, freed from that sin- slavery which totally controlled us, we are so totally free as slaves to Chri
st that sin and Satan cannot get us back again.
What confidence that gives us in our own new freedom and the like freedom of our brethren. Paul is going to lead us in c
hapters 7 and 8 of Romans into the full focus of this truth, so that we shall know with a fixed inner certainty that we huma
ns have no nature of our own by which we might direct our own lives. Rather, we are directedâ€¦ and we are kept... how
ever much, under temptation, we may temporarily wriggle or squirm against our new "bondage" which is our freedom.
So having got that clear once for all - that we are total slaves, eternally fixed to our new owner - Paul can now turn his at
tention to the one remaining problem which can block our entry into the full freedom that is ours in Christ (and indeed do
es so until fully and finally cleared away): the control of the law on our deluded independent selves, and the means of fre
edom from it.
Re: Emancipation can only be accomplished by one who pays the price - posted by savannah, on: 2016/5/6 10:01

Thanks tuc!

To avoid putting words in your mouth, let me ask something further. Following the logical conclusion from your answer w
hich you wrote,"No! NO! NO! There is NO possibility",are you saying that a person who is saved cannot lose that salvati
on?
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Can a saved person loose their salvation?, on: 2016/5/6 10:10
NO!
A saved person CAN NOT loose their salvation.
What a boldness it gives us when we know that we are totally controlled by the One who owns us, and that we have not
hing to do with keeping ourselves. Our Owner is also our Keeper.
Re: Can a saved person loose their salvation? - posted by savannah, on: 2016/5/6 10:18
Thanks again tuc for your prompt answer, and also for the clarity of your answer!

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/5/6 10:20
John 15:5-6 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for ap
art from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the br
anches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.
Re: A CHANGE OF HUSBANDS - posted by JFW (), on: 2016/5/6 12:04
TucMy beloved brother,
Just wanna say, thank you for your love of the truth bro!
It is not only very encouraging but also very fruitful:)
And for your demonstrating what you believe consistently here on SI.
....and for your personal correspondence to me last year as it has really been quite a blessing+:)
Re: Can a saved person loose their salvation?, on: 2016/5/6 15:09
"A saved person CAN NOT loose their salvation."
As brother Zac Poonen states, "No one can ever snatch me from Christs hand, but I can choose to jump out of His hand
".
That is the balance isn't it? That we are not robots without a free will. A created being with free will can choose to walk a
way and deny Christ, just as the angels with free will also chose to rebel against God.
Also, and as a separate point. From a practical standpoint, MANY who believe they stand...actually do not. They think th
ey are saved but they are not. To them, from their perspective, when they discover that they are not standing it appears t
o them that they have "lost" their salvation.
And some of them very well might have...who really knows?
Half of Christendom believe that a saved person can lose their salvation and the other half believes that it is impossible.
So we will continue kicking this subject around for millennium:-)
Re: awakened - posted by savannah, on: 2016/5/6 15:42
awakened,
Question: are you saying that you agree with Zac, that one can indeed lose their salvation?
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Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2016/5/6 16:32
I do not want to get too much involved with this discussion.
I completely agree with Brother Zac Poonen's view and I believe it is complete that is supported by all Scripture not just
a piece of scripture.
But to understand his view, one has to have complete understanding of what Salvation is. Bible explains Salvation in 3 t
enses - Past, Present and Future. We are saved, being saved and will be saved. When we consider salvation only in pa
st tense then we are ignoring all the scripture that mentions salvation in present and future tense.
A person who has complete understanding of all 3 tenses of Salvation will not worry about whether he can lose salvation
or not, as he knows there is still work in progress.
Re: Savannah, on: 2016/5/6 16:44
Yes, I agree with Zac Poonen on the subject of eternal security. I think there is a video/audio sermon of his about this on
SI somewhere if you care to google it?
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/5/6 17:49
I think the passage from John 15 I posted about the vine is clear on the matter. Abiding is not a one time transaction. Th
ose who do not abide are discarded.
Re: , on: 2016/5/6 20:51
Here is a short clip where brother Zac shares his view on the doctrine of "once saved always save"d.
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=wsUwGXLLCVc
Here is a more in depth teaching from brother Zac on Eternal Security.
http://www.cfcindia.com/article/eternal-security

Re: flesh and spirit - posted by savannah, on: 2016/5/6 21:56
Tell me awakened, sree, and TMK...is there any possibility of a marriage ever being dissolved, or is it indissoluble?
Re: , on: 2016/5/6 22:11
There are two sides to every coin. In Christian thought we consistently see either/or contrasts of ideas and thoughts just
like the coin that has two sides, (when flipped) results in an either/or of choices. Jesus used paradoxes and dichotomies
of ideas in all of His teachings. The problem with the either/or of Christian thought is that the solution is not always as cle
ar cut as flipping a coin with the obvious outcome being "heads or tails".
One Christian will adamantly contend that the side of the coin they called is the only valid "truth" while the other Christian
contends that the reverse side is the only acceptable position. Both, unwilling to consider the other side may express so
me truths that are acceptable and Biblical.
How we all wish arriving at truth were as simple as tossing a coin. It's just not that simple when it comes to Christian tho
ught.
Look at the duality of our world. Hot and cold, light and dark, up and down, left and right, bitter and sweet. Even in physi
cs the earth would fly across the universe and never stop if two forces were not pulling particles of matter in opposite dir
ections at the same time. The air we breath is mostly made up of oxygen (21%) and nitrogen (78%). These two gases of
opposite qualities put together sustain life on earth. If we breathed one of them alone we would die. Sodium and Clorine
are the two substances that make up salt, each one alone would destroy us.
Thus it is, oftentimes with Truth. Calvinism and Arminianism are extremes, both of which contain truth but alone distort t
he truth of God. Somewhere in the middle is always the balance.
The accusation against extreme Arminianism is that it places all responsibility on man and makes him completely indepe
ndent of God. God's foreknowledge and omnipotence takes a back seat to man's independence.
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And Calvinism, taken to the extreme completely immerses the responsibility of man into passivity which often fosters spi
ritual paralysis and verges on making God the author of sin.
Are these "two sides of the coin" our only choices? If we can't reconcile these two thoughts we are free to pick whicheve
r one we desire? Does this not result in unbelief? Do both contain aspects of truth, and like salt, and the air we breath su
stain life and conversely one taken over the other, result in death?
In physics every action has its counter action. The same is true in matters of spirituality. Good and evil, life and death, bl
essing and cursing, obedience and disobedience, love and selfishness, heaven and hell, etc., etc.
Without the positive and negative electrical fields we would be walking in the dark.
We see all of these things immediately in Genesis. Order out of disorder, God separates light and darkness, creates mal
e and female, shows us two contrasting trees (tree of life and tree of the knowledge of good and evil). Gives Adam a cho
ice between obedience and rebellion, life or death, blessing or curses. You could say the Bible in the very beginning tea
ches us the law of opposites. The opposites taken together teach us the whole truth.
Is Christianity, pure objectivity or is there a necessary ingredient of subjectivity? We have been declared righteous. Are
we not also to experience righteousness in our lives? Is righteousness merely a legal statement or are we to experience
the change of heart attitudes and conformity to the character of Jesus Christ? Is Jesus Christ just a Jesus of history or is
He also the indwelling Christ (in us) of experience? Is salvation a legal standing that makes us safe from hell, or is salvat
ion to be experienced in our lives as the saving life of Christ indwelling us to overcome the power of sin and addictions?
So, you see we need both the objective and subjective thought of Christianity. Both sides of the coin, not just one side.
We have liberty in Christ, but not to cause others to stumble. The "Son has set us free", but not to disrespect others. Fre
edom has context. We are free in Christ, but not to cause others to sin or give offense to a brother.
You are "in Christ", yet "Christ is in you". We have been brought into union with the living Lord Jesus as He enters the sp
irit of the believer. Yet, He only enters if we receive Him (John 1:12).
We are joined in one-spirit with the Spirit of Christ, yet Jesus Christ and the Christian remain as distinct, individual perso
nalities. He does not obliterate our personality.
I Cor. 6:17 - he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.
Rom. 8:16 - Spirit bears witness with our spirit, that weâ€™re children of God
Gal. 2:20 - "no longer I live, but CHRIST LIVES IN ME..."
Gal. 2:20 - "Christ lives in me ... the life I NOW LIVE IN THE FLESH I LIVE BY FAITH..."
Jesus has perfected us yet we are sinful.
Heb 10:14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.
yet
I John 1:8 - If we say we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us
I Cor. 1:30 - Christ became to us rightousness
yet
Gal. 5:17 - flesh sets its desires against Spirit
Notice the extremes? Perfectionism on one side, perpetual sinful depravity on the other side. Christ is the new man in m
e and cannot sin, "thus I cannot sin" is another extreme. The polar opposite is the false religious idea of self generated ri
ghteous behavior. Do your best and God will take care of the rest or God helps those who help themselves.
We must see the balance of truth in the scriptures. Living in either extreme will eventually make us shipwreck on the roc
ks of extremity.
II Cor 4:10,11 says the "life of Jesus manifested in us", yet Phil 2:12 tells says to "work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling".
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Many try to "be like Jesus", while others say that man must just get out of the way and let God express Himself through
man. "Just go with the flow". We are commanded to "walk by the Spirit" (Gal 5:25) even though our "adequacy is of God"
. (II Cor 3:5). I Thess 5:24 says, "Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it", yet we have Romans 1:5, "obedience
to the faith".
Gal. 5:17 - â€œthe flesh sets its desires against the Spiritâ€•
and yet
Gal. 5:17 - â€œthe Spirit sets its desires against the fleshâ€•
So, we cannot live the Christian life by self-effort and neither can we say "I can't help but sin, I am only human". Of cours
e the other extreme is to take the position that since the Spirit of Christ lives in me, and He cannot sin, I donâ€™t have t
o worry about sinning. "Whatever I do is Christ working in me."
On one hand, we are the light and salt of the world, yet on another, Jesus Christ tells us not to be bound together with u
nbelievers and to come out from their midst and be separate. Every issue in Christian thought has more than one perspe
ctive and there is a balance of both sides of the coin. Only the Holy Spirit can divide the Word correctly for us to walk out
His Word in proper context in our lives.
One side of the coin:
John 6:37 - "one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out."
John 10:28,29 - "no one shall snatch them out of My hand."
Rom. 11:29 - "gifts and calling of God are without change of mind"
Heb. 13:5 - "I will never desert you, nor will I forsake you."
I Cor. 1:8 - "Jesus Christ shall confirm you to the end"
Phil. 1:6 - "He will perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ."
Heb. 12:2 - "Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith"
I Pet. 1:5 - "protected by the power of God."
The other side of the coin:
I Tim. 4:1 - "some will fall away from the faith"
Heb. 3:12 - "falling away from the living God"
Heb. 6:4-6 - "tasted of heavenly gift and then fallen away"
John 15:6 - "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away.."
I Cor. 9:27 - "lest I should be disqualified"
Gal. 5:4 - "you have been severed from Christ..fallen from grace"
II Pet. 2:20,21 - "last state is worst than the first"

Salvation is not a one-time commodity or event that we come to own as our own because we have executed certain pro
cedures (prayed a prayer, walked the aisle, baptism, follow rules and regulations, adhere to certain belief systems, etc.,
etc.). Salvation is a Person that we continually abide in and be receptive to His divine life and activity in ours. In order for
the Savior to be active in us, we must choose to walk in harmony with Him and His word, everyday (obedience, submissi
on, fellowship). Salvation is never a static event.
Even a slave can run away from his owner no matter how benevolent and kind his owner is.

Re: , on: 2016/5/7 0:17
"is there any possibility of a marriage ever being dissolved, or is it indissoluble?"
I am helping a dear brother right now whose wife committed adultery and walked away from him and demanded a divorc
e. Yet a few years ago she was giddy and head over heels in love. What happened? Free will. Nobody is a robot. God a
llows us to freely receive Him and to also freely walk away and reject Him.
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Re: , on: 2016/5/7 0:29
There is a tensioned balance with all truth. Two opposing sides of every coin. As I indicated in my previous post, the Wo
rd shows two sides to everything, with the truth being somewhere in the middle (combination of both sides). There is a te
nsioned balance in relationships, too. One partner in a marriage cannot keep the marriage healthy all by themselves. It i
s no marriage if only one is participating. Restoration, reconciliation and commitment from one side, needs commitment f
rom the other side.

Re: , on: 2016/5/7 3:30
Revelation 19:6-9 talks about the "The Marriage Supper of the Lamb" which is yet to come.
Question: "What is the marriage supper of the Lamb?"
Answer: In his vision in Revelation 19:7â€“10, John saw and heard the heavenly multitudes praising God because the w
edding feast of the Lambâ€”literally, the â€œmarriage supperâ€•â€”was about to begin (from gotquestion.org )
The word â€˜believesâ€™, is also in the present continuous tense, John 3:16 could just as well be understood to say, F
or God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, so that whosoever goes on believing in Him, might not p
erish but have everlasting life. (from the net)

Re: salvation - posted by savannah, on: 2016/5/7 5:57
Since Zac has been brought up in this thread more than once, for the record I'd like to remind you all of what he'd have u
s all believe. And just what do I mean, you ask...I mean this; that he'd have us believe that both Solomon and Samson ar
e in hell.
And BTW - the question I asked remains to be answered. tuc seemed to have no problem answering the question I aske
d him in this thread. And he made himself very clear. No ambiguity in his answer.
These things are no small matter. Because lives are no small matter.

I will cause you to walk in My statutes, on: 2016/5/7 6:22
Hundreds of years before Christ came, God foretold that He would do it all. Through Ezekiel, He explained the New
Covenant to the Jews:
"Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh
and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful
to observe My ordinances" (Ezekiel 36:26-27).
Who is the only one who can perform this heart transplant? God. Notice all of the "I wills" in this passage.
"I will give you a new heart."
"I will put a new spirit within you."
"I will remove the heart of stone."
"I will give you a heart of flesh."
"I will put My Spirit within you."
"I will cause you to walk in My statutes."
People often worry, "Can I keep the law? Can I live up to what God wants me to be?"
Of course, as Paul wrote, we have died to the law (Romans 7:4-6). We no longer have any relationship to it, nor do we
look to it in an effort to fulfill it. But the law does reveal the character of God, and God's intent is to manifest His life
through us. As He does that, He will Himself fulfill the law through us. Or, in other words, He will reflect His own
character. So He says to us, "I will cause you to walk in them. After all, I'm the Lawgiver and the Lawkeeper, so I can
cause you to walk in them."
Nothing of God has its point of origin with you. But everything of God will be manifested as you in your world. On the
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outside, it's going to look like you. But nothing is going to have its point of origin with you. The point of origin is God's "I
will" in you.
Jeremiah was the first to record the New Covenant "I wills":
"Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah"I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My
people. They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they
will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and
their sin I will remember no more" (31:31,33-34).
Aren't the "I wills" in Ezekiel and Jeremiah tremendous? God says, "I will do it." We are the benefactors of those "I wills."
As those "I wills" are worked into us and become the reality of our lives, then we do walk in them. That's always been
the desire of our hearts, to walk in the ways of the Lord.
As long as these things are just concepts to us, though, truths that seem separate from us, we try to make them happen
ourselves. We are programmed to try to do it, but we don't know the inner life, so we are programmed for failure. We do
have a new heart, and we want so desperately to do what God wants us to do, but we don't have the power to bring to
pass what only God can do.
There isn't any way that we can make life succeed on any other basis than faith in God's "I wills." He will do it. That's the
way it works. But it takes time for God to work His "I wills" into us and supplant our own "I wills."
Part of what God said He would do in Ezekiel is completed. He has given us a new heart. He has put a new spirit within
us. He has removed our old heart and given us a new one, in which He has also placed His Spirit. That work, already
finished, can't be touched. "He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him" (1 Corinthians 6:17, NKJV). God can't do
any more for us in the spirit realm than join His Spirit life to our human receiver spirit, and there be united with us in
oneness.
The other part of God's work is ongoing. "I will cause you to walk in My statutes." That work of His proceeds in our soul
and body. God is lining up our outer being with Himself. But until we see this unseen and eternal truth, we will try to line
it up for Him. We will get hold of a new passage of Scripture, a new book, or a new concept, and say, "That's what I
want to look like." And we will try to make it happen. I bought just about every how-to book ever written. I never did
bother to ask if the authors could actually do it, but I quickly discovered I couldn't. God is the one who does it.
What role does the human being play in this divine encounter? Only one: to be willing. The only thing you can do is be
willing and cooperate with the Person in you that can cause it to happen. God doesn't cause anything to happen
internally that we don't want to happen. God never stomps on our will. He loves it, caresses it, enfolds it, and draws it to
Himself, but He never overrides it.
It's a terrible blow to the ego to see that the only part you have to play in God's plan is willingness. A long time ago our
foreparents bought a lie. In the Garden, they bought the lie of independent self and independent self-sufficiency. They
believed that a real person was self-sufficient.
There are popular movements today built entirely on that premise. They're building up the self. You know what you get?
More self. If you're successful, you get more vain. If you're not, you get self-condemnation. It's a dead end.
God does it all. Our part is to be willing. If we're willing and cooperate, "I will cause you to walk in My statutes and you
will be careful to observe My ordinances." That's when it comes back to you - not as the point of origin but as the willing
outward expresser of His life.
In Galatians 2:20, after saying, "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me,"
Paul then talks of "the life which I now live in the flesh ."
We do live, but Christ lives through us. "I will cause you to walk in them, but you will do it. I will cause it, but you will do it.
" That's the exciting part of this life, seeing God work out through us what He has worked into us. We see Him work out
Whom He has worked in. And we are inwardly involved with all that He is doing.
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God used the most disappointing chapter in my Christian life to begin to show me this. That episode became the necess
ary prerequisite for my greatest blessing. The Holy Spirit told me, "Look, you're trying to live a life you were never meant
to live. But I can live the life in you, as you, that you're now trying to live on your own."
That's good news, isn't it? There is Someone who can live the life. He can live the life perfectly acceptable to the Father.
Our primary role is to cooperate and be willing for Him to do it. He is willing, you are willing - that's the secret. He will live
the life.
The Son has taken up His residence in us. His purpose is the same as it was during His earthly walk: to do the will of the
Father. What the Holy Spirit does in us (not out through us in activity but in us as Teacher) is continually line us up with t
he true Person in us. That's why ongoing revelation is needed. The more understanding of His nature that He gives us, t
he more we fall in line with it, because that's the true desire of our new heart.
Previously, we were trying to produce this ourselves. Now, we're watching Him do it. We're being changed into His imag
e from glory to glory by the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:18). More and more, without any kind of striving or effort, our who
le will, indwelt by His Spirit's will, is just flowing with Him. We have always wanted to do His will. The Holy Spirit just brin
gs that true desire to the surface, out from our spirit. Ultimately, we get to a place within where we don't know if somethin
g is our voice or His, because they become so one. So, like Jesus, we say, "My will is to do His will." Our will has been c
aptured by God.
Re: , on: 2016/5/7 9:03
Dear Savannah (are you a brother or sister?)
I don't know how to answer a question about marriage (a human) thing, as it pertains to Gods relationship with man, with
out bringing up other related human ideas. Such as adultery and divorce.
And at the root of these questions is, "how can we, if we are indeed married to Christ, ever become "unmarried"?
Which is almost the same as asking, "if we are saved, can we ever lose our salvation"? I think that has already been add
ressed in this thread by several people, but if you or others believe in the basic Calvinist tenats of TULIP, we will go arou
nd and around infinitum on this. No fruit will come of it.
So yes, to your direct question, I do believe that we can be "married" to Christ but then choose to walk away from Him a
nd ask for a divorce, or in essence become "unmarried" to Him.
I have people who are very close to me who have done this very thing.
Regarding Zac Poonen, he may be wrong on many things but he has never tortured and had killed anyone who disagree
s with him, so he's still okay in my book:-)
Re: Jeremiah 32:40 - posted by savannah, on: 2016/5/8 10:06
"I do believe that we can be "married" to Christ but then choose to walk away from Him and ask for a divorce, or in esse
nce become "unmarried" to Him."
Shall we believe you or God?
He says, "And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I
will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me." Jeremiah 32:40
And just Who are the persons covenanting in this everlasting covenant ? Please answer!
The marriage covenant is a man and a woman(human) covenanting to keep it. The everlasting covenant is Divine.
Flesh or spirit...which is greater Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a harlot is one flesh with her? For He says, â€œTHE TWO SHALL
BECOME ONE FLESH.â€• But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 1Cor 6
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Re: - posted by Heydave (), on: 2016/5/8 11:51
There seems to be a very fundemental misunderstanding about the nature of the analogy of Christ's bride. Who is the bri
de of Christ? It is His church, the body of believers. It is a corporate bride. In this analogy Christ is not married to multitu
des of individuals, but to ONE bride, of whom we are part of if we are remain in faith. To try and force the marriage analo
gy between christ and each individual person is to make a grave error.
The second point is that the marrige has not takeen place yet, but we as his body are betrothed to Christ at this presnt ti
me and again this is a corporate betrothal.
The passage in Romans quoted in the OP is taking the analogy of marriage to explain how their relationship to the law h
as ended and therefore we can be joined to Christ. Paul is not using it to discuss about OSAS or such subjects. It is bad
exegesis to read that or anything else
into it.
Edit: Just to clarify if it is not clear. Christ will never forsake His bride and will remain faithful to her for all etetnity. We ca
n choose to be part of that bride or not. If anyone departs and rejects Him, He will still have His bride, butÂ they will not
be a part of it. His bride is the perfect bride known to Him from eternity.
Re: HeyDave, on: 2016/5/8 12:29
Hi brother Dave,
I agree with what you have written, very helpful thank you!
Re: Savannah, on: 2016/5/8 12:29
"Shall we believe you or God? "
I am not asking you to believe me, you asked me a question and I answered it. This is my opinion and you are entitled to
yours. I am happy that my opinion agrees with (imho) one of the worlds most godly and anointed teachers I have ever e
ncountered...Zac Poonen. Who to my knowledge has never lifted a single finger to hurt anyone, far less those who oppo
sed him.
On the other side you have the opposite opinion - which agrees with John Calvin who, being a murderer - tortured and ki
lled those who disagreed with his doctrines.
We do not even have to debate their doctrines...just compare the fruit of their lives. Jesus gave us this very good advice
in Matthew 7...something that has saved me from a lot of heart ache to this day.
Personally I have no desire to argue over doctrine, or anything for that matter. These doctrinal arguments never change
the other persons viewpoint, but they often reveal what is in our heart...what "spirit we are of". I stepped into this thread,
to help protect new christians and the unlearned who lurk in these halls from being tainted by the false doctrine of OSAS
.
I agree 100% with Zac Poonen that,"the doctrine of OSAS is responsible for sending more people to hell than any other
doctrine that man has preached".
I am no fan of John Calvin, on: 2016/5/8 13:08
Please note that I have never been a Calvinist.
I am not now a Calvinist and I do not plan on becoming one in the future.
I do believe God's word where He says, "And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away fro
m them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me." Jeremiah 32:40
And
"Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh
and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful t
o observe My ordinances" (Ezekiel 36:26-27).
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Re: I am no fan of John Calvin, on: 2016/5/8 13:23
Because Paul says that many WILL DEPART FROM THE FAITH, we have too inquire as to what the Lord meant in Jere
miah 32:40? Why the seeming contradiction? Yet, we know there are no contradictions in God. There are always two sid
es to the coin. This is a case where we could take one scripture if we wanted and make a doctrine out of it. But, what do
es the full counsel of God communicate to us?
1Tim 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to sedu
cing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
Re: I am no fan of John Calvin, on: 2016/5/8 13:27
Agree brother Tuc,
As you pointed out, God says, "...they shall not depart from me." And again, "...I will cause you to walk in My statutes, an
d you will be careful to observe My ordinances"
False teachers go on to make these things mean what they do not mean, which is to say that man has no free will and c
annot reject Gods hand on them or His Spirit within them. They twist the scriptures to teach that man no longer has a fre
e will and is a robot who is literally controlled by the Holy Spirit and has no part to play in this relationship with the indwel
ling Christ.
But what really happens with born again believers? Do they never depart from God and do they always walk in His statut
es? Of course not, which is why we must consider the whole counsel of Gods Word if we hope to understand the new co
venant/new birth. There are few teachers that I know, better at teaching these things than Tozer, Reidhead and Poonen.
Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2016/5/8 21:35
I agree completely with Haydave,
For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you a
s a pure virgin. 3 But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from th
e simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. :- 2 Corthians 11:2.
It is the Church that is the bride of Christ. We are all part of a global body of Christ if we submit and are part of a local b
ody of Christ. People may fall from the body but the body will still function and will be married to Christ in the end.
Jer 38:40 does not mean what people here interpret from it. Here God is saying the purpose of the fear of God that he p
uts in their heart is we may not depart from him. But no where he has promised that we cannot depart from him. It is an
extension of God's promise to believe so. It may appear right to extend his promise but there is a great curse for those w
ho either add or remove to God's word in Revelation. We should never extend his promise to believe things that he has
not promised us.
Many things that Tuc writes here have the appearance of truth but it has subtle lies of Satan mixed with it. Only those w
ho have respect for entire counsel of God can discern it.
Re: - posted by savannah, on: 2016/5/8 22:37

The relationship between a son of God and his Father is not only eternal, but more intimate than that of a husband and
wife.
Some here make this relationship so very impersonal and performance based.
Also, some of the very ones here, who insist that our being one spirit in covenant with Him may be dissolved, also hold
that a man and woman in a covenant of marriage is indissoluble. Their inconsistency is very evident when the "one flesh
" relationship as described of a marriage ends in a divorce, they will tell us that they are really still married.
But our God is so faithful to us, He has promised and has said, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?...For I a
m convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers

Page 12/29

Articles and Sermons :: A CHANGE OF HUSBANDS

, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ J
esus our Lord." Romans 8:35,38,39
If you continue to hold to one of Christ's being lost by separating from Him you must not believe you have been created
by Him. He says in summary, to cover all bases "nor any other created thing" or "nor any other creature"(KJV).
Those who are of a contrary mind have a fundamental misunderstanding of God's Gospel of Grace.
I magnify the LORD, and say "O the depths of the riches of his Grace..."
Re: , on: 2016/5/9 0:12
God's faithfulness is not in question here.
Nothing shall separate us from the love of God; that is true. The only thing not mentioned in Romans 8:35-39, is you and
I.
WE can separate ourselves from the love of God.
This passage in Romans is talking about things and powers outside of us. In other words, no third party can separate us
from the love of God towards us. And God Himself says that he will never leave us or forsake us. (Deut 31:8, Heb 13:5).
But sin has always and will continue to separate us from God.
Paul, in writing to brothers says, "If you are living according to the flesh, you must die, but if by the Spirit you are putting t
o deaths the deeds of the flesh you will live" (Rom 8:12,13)
What happened in heaven when Lucifer rebelled, will never happen again. God will not allow anyone that is rebellious int
o heaven.
The grace of God is amazing, no question about it. But, He will not give carte blanche to unrepented rebelliousness.
Jesus said, "Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.
1 John 3:15
God is able to make all grace abound to those who endure until the end, for only those who endure to the end shall be s
aved. (Mt 10:22)
"We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain." (2 Cor 6:1).
Why did Paul fight so hard to rescue Christians (Peter) that were believing a false gospel. Because they would frustrate t
he grace of God supplanting Christ with the law and thus no longer trusting in Christ for salvation.
"I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain." Gal 2:21
"For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a TRANSGRESSOR." (Gal 2:18).
CAN WE FALL FROM GRACE?
Paul speaking to brothers, again. "Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; YE
ARE FALLEN FROM GRACE." (Gal 5:4)
"I marvel that ye are so soon REMOVED FROM HIM that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel" (Gal 1:
6)
"And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more gr
ace: otherwise work is no more work."(Rom 11:6)
"Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him." (Heb 10:38)
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Remember, I said nothing shall separate you and I from the love of God, except you and I? All these verses I have given
show that you and I bear responsibility for keeping ourselves in the love of God. The verse below, encapsulates the fact
that God does not fail, but man does. Man can fail the grace of God, by refusing to repent and thereby hardening his hea
rt and falling into unbelief. The grace is there, but we must continually be receptive to the Person of Jesus Christ, who is
the grace of God.
"Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby
many be defiled;" (Heb 12:15)
Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2016/5/9 6:58
Quote:
------------------------Also, some of the very ones here, who insist that our being one spirit in covenant with Him may be dissolved, also hold that a man and woman in a cov
enant of marriage is indissoluble. Their inconsistency is very evident when the "one flesh" relationship as described of a marriage ends in a divorce, th
ey will tell us that they are really still married.
-------------------------

You have posted an interesting question. I am one of those who believe that we can always walk out of the salvation. I a
m also a firm believer that God hates divorce. Divorce is not a new covenant thing, in Old Covenant God permitted it due
to hardness of heart (Matt 19). In new covenant a truly born again believer does not have a hard heart to divorce his spo
use. Still he can harden his own heart to the extent and divorce as he has all rights to harden his heart.
Now when it comes to divorce and remarriage, I believe it is a sin as the person is already married to his or her first spou
se. Marriage is an eternal covenant between 3 people, Husband, wife and God. The covenant cannot be broken until on
e of them dies. Either the husband or wife or God dies.
Now a husband or wife is free to walk away from this eternal covenant. They can stop being a husband, but the covenan
t does not become invalid. Instead they will be those who pollute the covenant and become unworthy of it. They can alw
ays repent and reunite, God will honor it. But being united in marriage to another person is not possible.
When many died in wilderness during Exodus for their rebellion, did God break the covenant with them? Did he decide n
o more promise land to the sons of Israel? His promise was still valid as the next generation made it to promise land. Bu
t the current generation that came out of Egypt lost it and become unworthy.
Hebrews 4:1:Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to hav
e come short of it. For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not
profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard.

Re: New Covenant - posted by savannah, on: 2016/5/9 8:03

If you knew what was promised and accomplished, and by Whom, you'd repent of your attempts to prove otherwise.
We who are the sons of God are the benefactors of the covenant made between the Father and Son.
The performance/works based religion being taught by and defended by many is not God's Gospel of Grace but rather a
disgrace.
See what Greg Gordon posted ( http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=38752&forum=34
) and perhaps God's Gospel Light of His Grace may shine brighter upon you.
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Sing along with me, "Great is Thy Faithfulness..." rather than 'great is my faithfulness'.
Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2016/5/9 8:30
Quote:
-------------------------We who are the sons of God are the benefactors of the covenant made between the Father and Son.
-------------------------

Please give me a scriptural proof that says the covenant is made between the Father and Son and does not involve us a
t all.

Quote:
------------------------The performance/works based religion being taught by and defended by many is not God's Gospel of Grace but rather a disgrace.
-------------------------

This is the problem, you cannot see the balance which the scripture actually says. The moment you hear someone disag
ree with you, you jump to conclusion that I preach work based salvation. I believe in God's grace just as anyone, and I h
ave seen it work in my life.
Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2016/5/9 8:47
As far as I see the scripture only disagrees with you.
Hebrews 9:15:- For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the pro
mised eternal inheritance.
Jesus Christ is a mediator not the person with whom God made the covenant. Mediator means someone who acts as a
broker. Like a real estate agent who acts as the mediator between builder and buyer of house. The agreement is betwe
en builder and buyer.
I remember Tuc used to post such things like it is a covenant made between Godhead concerning us. When I asked for
scriptural proof, he just vanishes! Hope you can give me a scriptural proof for your belief. Again it is a serious belief and
should be backed by scripture not just personal feelings.
Re: , on: 2016/5/9 9:08
Who did God make the New Covenant with?
Jer 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the
house of Judah.
Heb 8:8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant w
ith the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:
Heb 8:10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my la
ws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people;
Gentiles are grafted in by the same operation of faith and become heirs to the same inheritance which is Christ.
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Re: we are heirs - posted by savannah, on: 2016/5/9 10:07

Re: this New Covenant/Gospel
Paul says that it was hidden for ages in the divine mind; that it was before the foundation of the world.
Christ speaks of promises made to Him before his advent; and that He came into the world in execution of a commission
which He had received from the Father.
The parallel so distinctly drawn between Adam and Christ is also a proof of the point in question (Rom.5.12-21).
As Adam was the head and representative of his posterity, so Christ is the head and representative of his people. And a
s God entered into covenant with Adam so He entered into covenant with Christ.
This, in Rom. 5.12-21, is set forth as the fundamental idea of all Godâ€™s dealings with men, both in their fall and in the
ir redemption.
The proof of the doctrine has, however, a much wider foundation. When one person assigns a stipulated work to another
person with the promise of a reward upon the condition of the performance of that work, there is a covenant. Nothing ca
n be plainer than that all this is true in relation to the Father and the Son. The Father gave the Son a work to do; He sent
Him into the world to perform it, and promised Him a great reward when the work was accomplished. Such is the consta
nt representation of the Scriptures.
We have, therefore, the contracting parties, the promise, and the condition. These are the essential elements of a coven
ant.
Such being the representation of Scripture, such must be the truth to which we are bound to adhere. It is not a mere figu
re, but a real transaction, and should be regarded and treated as such if we would understand aright the plan of salvatio
n.
In Psalm 40, expounded by the Apostle as referring to the Messiah, it is said, â€˜Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it
is written of me, I delight to do thy will,â€™ i.e., to execute thy purpose, to carry out thy plan. â€˜By the which will,â€™ s
ays the Apostle (Heb.10.10), â€•we are sanctified (i. e., cleansed from the guilt of sin), through the offering of the body o
f Jesus Christ once for all.â€™ Christ came, therefore, in execution of a purpose of God, to fulfil a work which had been
assigned Him. He, therefore, in John 17.4, says, â€˜I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.â€™ This was
said at the close of his earthly course.
At its beginning, when yet a child, He said to his parents, â€˜ Wist ye not that I must be about my Fatherâ€™s business
?â€™ (Luke 2.49.) Our lord speaks of Himself, and is spoken of as sent into the world. He says that as the Father had s
ent Him into the world, even so had He sent his disciples into the world. (John 17.18). â€˜When the fulness of the time w
as come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman.â€™ (Gal. 4.4). â€˜God sent his only begotten Son into the world.â€
™ (1 John 4.9). God â€˜sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.â€™ (Verse 10.)
It is plain, therefore, that Christ came to execute a work, that He was sent of the Father to fulfil a plan, or preconceived d
esign. It is no less plain that special promises were made by the Father to the Son, suspended upon the accomplishmen
t of the work assigned Him.
The Father did give the Son a work to do, and He did promise to Him a reward upon its accomplishment. The transactio
n was, therefore, of the nature of a covenant. An obligation was assumed by the Son to accomplish the work assigned H
im; and an obligation was assumed by the Father to grant Him the stipulated reward. (Hodge)
_______

______

If the above explanation, and the following Scriptures, don't suffice the reader regarding this New Covenant truth, I can o
ffer no more to such persons.
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Heb 10:1 For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never
by the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer continually, make perfect those who draw near. 2Otherwise, would
they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had con
sciousness of sins? 3But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. 4For it is impossible for the blood of
bulls and goats to take away sins. 5Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says,
â€œSACRIFICE AND OFFERING THOU HAST NOT DESIRED,
BUT A BODY THOU HAST PREPARED FOR ME;
6IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN THOU HAST TAKEN NO PLEASURE.
7â€œTHEN I SAID, â€˜BEHOLD, I HAVE COME
(IN THE ROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME)
TO DO THY WILL, O GOD.â€™â€•
8After saying above, â€œSACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS AND WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN
THOU HAST NOT DESIRED, NOR HAST THOU TAKEN PLEASURE in themâ€• (which are offered according to the La
w), 9then He said, â€œBEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO THY WILL.â€• He takes away the first in order to establish the
second. 10By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11And every
priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 12but H
e, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 13waiting from that tim
e onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET. 14For by one offering He has perfected for
all time those who are sanctified. 15And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,
16â€œTHIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM
AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD:
I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART,
AND UPON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM,â€•He then says,
17â€œAND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS
I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE.â€•
18Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin. 19Since therefore, brethren, we
have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us th
rough the veil, that is, His flesh, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near with a sin
cere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed wi
th pure water. 23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful
John 6:37 â€œAll that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.
38â€œFor I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39â€œAnd this is the
will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40â€œFor this is t
he will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life; and I Myself will rais
e him up on the last day.â€•
John 10:27 â€œMy sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28and I give eternal life to them, and th
ey shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand. 29â€œMy Father, who has given them to Me, is gre
ater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Fatherâ€™s hand. 30â€œI and the Father are one.â€•

Hebrews. 13:20 Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the bloo
d of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which i
s pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Re: - posted by savannah, on: 2016/5/9 10:19
You asked of me something in your last post, I'd ask of you now regarding this;
"Marriage is an eternal covenant between 3 people, Husband, wife and God."
"Hope you can give me a Scriptural proof for your belief. "
Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2016/5/9 10:40
None of the scripture you have posted is even remotely close to what you claim. I only see great deception nothing else.

The scripture you quoted itself clearly says that "This is the covenant I will make with THEM" (Heb 10:16). So it is a cov
enant made with man by God through the offering of Jesus.
The work that Jesus said it is finished is not as simple as being just a sacrifice. It has multiple objectives. If it is just a sac
rifice that Paul can later explain as a Gospel to people then Jesus could have died as a baby itself. There is no need for
him to live 33.5 years, suffering like a man and yet without sin. If he was an unblemished sacrifice at 33.5 years, then h
e was also one at 1 year.
Jesus is called First Born of the Dead (Revl 1:5). What does that mean? He is also called ' firstborn among many brothe
rs' (Romans 8:28). Though the covenant was established through him and his sacrifice, he is also the first among many
brothers to be raised from Dead to live with God. He is also one among many benefactors of the covenant.

I have a daughter, I want her to be married to a Godly man. Suppose if I find a Godly young man whom I believe will ma
ke perfect match for my daughter. Now if I go ahead and forcibly get my daughter married to him without even asking h
er permission then I am not a good father. Though I know this is the best for her, still I will not do it. If I being an earthly f
ather will not force my daughter into a marriage how much more will God the heavenly father will forcibly form a covenan
t concerning man without even involving man in it, no matter how much eternal goodness it has?
The simple fact that you cannot post a straight forward scripture to support your idea of covenant itself tells how big a lie
it is.
The claim you make is a serious claim, such a big claim needs clear scriptural proof. But you do not have one period. E
ven in your post instead plainly quoting a scripture, you had to give a long explanation, shows that the scripture is not co
nnected with your interpretation. If they were connected then the scripture it self could be self explanatory.
Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2016/5/9 10:59
Quote:
------------------------You asked of me something in your last post, I'd ask of you now regarding this;
"Marriage is an eternal covenant between 3 people, Husband, wife and God."
"Hope you can give me a Scriptural proof for your belief.
-------------------------

â€˜For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one fleshâ€
™? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what GOD has JOINED together, let no one separate.â
€• - Matt 19;5.

Malachi 2:14-16 :But you say, â€œWhy does he not?â€• Because the Lord was WITNESS between you and the wife of your youth
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, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. Did he not make t
hem one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring.

Re: two not three - posted by savannah, on: 2016/5/9 11:20
The covenant of marriage is entered into by the vows of the two,"... and the two will become one fleshâ€™ So they are n
o longer two, but one flesh." God is Witness to such and holds them accountable to it.
Re: Who did God make the New Covenant with?, on: 2016/5/9 12:36
Taking Hold of the New Covenant
David Wilkerson
My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips" (Psalm 89:34). The term "covenant" plays an
integral part in the Christian faith. Yet in all my years I have never heard a preacher or teacher adequately describe the
significance of "covenant" in a Christianâ€™s life. The Bible itself is divided into two Covenants (or Testaments), Old
and New. Throughout the Old Testament, God makes one covenant after another with humankind. What are all these
covenants about? More importantly, what do they have to do with us today?
A covenant is an agreement or pledge between two or more parties, like a contract. It contains terms or duties each
party must perform to fulfill the agreement. Such covenants are legally binding, and once theyâ€™re finalized each party
can be penalized for not fulfilling its respective terms.
In creating the New Covenant, God puts his amazing love for humankind on full display. Yet the church has been blind
to this incredible doctrine for decades. As a young Christian I was taught that "covenant theology," focusing on the New
Covenant, was a licentious doctrine. The prevailing thought was that the New Covenant is so marvelously freeing that
people might misuse it, indulging in permissive lifestyles.
Yet the more I understand the New Covenant, the more Iâ€™m convinced we need its assurance in these perilous last
days. Its pledge has the power to release in Godâ€™s church all the overcoming strength we need to be more than
conquerors in any situation.
Who are the parties in the New Covenant?
The New Covenant is a formal contract between Father and Son. And today we, the seed of a spiritual Israel, are
brought into this covenant by faith. "Now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the
mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises" (Hebrews 8:6).
God formed this "better covenant" with his Son, agreeing on its terms before the worldâ€™s creation: "In hope of eternal
life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began" (Titus 1:2).
The heavenly Father wasnâ€™t willing to lose his beloved creatures to the powers of hell. So he formed a rescue plan f
or us: "Thou spakest in vision to thy holy one, and saidst, I have laid help upon one that is mighty; I have exalted one ch
osen out of the people" (Psalm 89:19). The Father said to his Son, "Humankind is going to grow weak and miserable be
cause of their sin, helpless to find their way back to me. I appoint you as my holy one to help them and bring them back i
nto my favor."
Next we hear the Sonâ€™s own covenant words: "I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart" (Ps
alm 40:8). Everything Jesus did on earth was in fulfillment of his terms of the covenant: "I have not spoken of myself; but
the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak" (John 12:49).
The Bible states these terms clearly. Jesus was to divest himself of all heavenly glory, taking on a human body: "(He) m
ade himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men" (Philippian
s 2:7). He was to endure reproaches and suffering, "a man of sorrows" acquainted with grief. He was to grow up undesir
able to the world: "He hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire
him" (Isaiah 53:2). After all this, he was to submit himself into the hands of wicked men, and in great agony lay down his
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life as an offering for humankindâ€™s sin. In making atonement he would have to endure Godâ€™s wrath for a season.
God then laid out the type of ministry his Son would undertake to redeem humankind. He told Jesus, "Your ministry is go
ing to be that of a priest. Iâ€™ve known all my children from the foundation of the world, and now I give them as a flock f
or you to shepherd." Jesus testified on earth, "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me
I will in no wise cast out" (John 6:37).
Finally, the Father instructed his Son, "If you choose to go, these works will be required of you: You must preach good ti
dings to the meek, bind up the brokenhearted, proclaim liberty to the captives, open prison doors to those in bondage, b
ear with the weaknesses of the frail, bear tenderly with the ignorant, supply their shortcomings with your strength, feed t
he flock, carry them in your bosom, gently lead the young, lend your strength to the weak, guide them all with your coun
sel, promise to send them the Holy Spirit to carry on the work of their freedom, and bring them home to glory with you."
In return, the Father gave his Son everlasting promises. He would give him the Holy Spirit without measure: "The Spirit o
f the Lord God is upon me" (Isaiah 61:1). He would always be present with him, watching over him to preserve him: "I th
e Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of th
e people, for a light of the Gentiles" (Isaiah 42:6). In addition, the Father would counteract every discouragement from th
e enemy: "He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law"
(Isaiah 42:4). And he would display his glory in his Son: "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a n
ame which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow" (Philippians 2:9-10). Once Jesusâ€
™ work was finished, the Father would bring him back to glory: "Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to e
nter into his glory?" (Luke 24:26).
These are all the terms of the covenant, laid out in black and white for the world to know. They are not hidden from us b
ecause we are to be encouraged by them all!
Jesus met every term of the covenant.
As we reread the gospels now, we see that everything Jesus did on earth was to fulfill the terms of agreement heâ€™d
made with the Father. He went after lost sheep, opened the eyes of the blind, raised the dead, opened the prison doors
of death, spoke words of eternal life, performed miraculous works, cast out devils and healed all manner of infirmities. In
every verse of the gospels, Jesus was fulfilling the things the Father had sent him to do.
Through it all, Jesus appropriated his Fatherâ€™s covenant promises to him: "My God shall be my strength" (Isaiah 49:
5). "I will put my trust in him" (Hebrews 2:13). The Fatherâ€™s faithful words kept Jesus through his agonizing death: "I
was not rebellious, neither turned away back. I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the
hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting" (Isaiah 50:5-6).
When Jesus uttered his final prayer, we see once more the open-covenant dealings between Father and Son: "Now, O
Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was" (John 17:5). And be
fore he returned to glory, Jesus reminded the Father of his part in the covenant: "Father, the hour is come; glorify thy So
n, that thy Son also may glorify thee... I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me t
o do" (verses 1, 4).
What does all of this have to do with you and me? Itâ€™s a picture of Godâ€™s love for his beloved creation! He forme
d this covenant because he was unwilling to lose a single child to destruction. Jesus is saying here, "Father, Iâ€™ve fulfi
lled my part of the covenant. I have brought about the redemption of humankind, and Iâ€™ve made your body one. Now
letâ€™s talk about whatâ€™s going to happen to my seed, all who believe in me."
In short, God gives his Son, the Son gives his life, and we get all the benefits. "His seed also will I make to endure for ev
er, and his throne as the days of heaven... My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips" (P
salm 89:29,34). At this point, Jesus tells the Father, "We agreed I could bring into our covenant everyone who trusts in
me. I ask you to bring these beloved ones under the same covenant promises you made to me." "Now I am no more in t
he world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou ha
st given me, that they may be one, as we are" (John 17:11).
Was the Father true to his terms of the covenant? Did he lead and guide Jesus as promised? Did his Spirit hover over hi
s Son giving him encouragement and consolation? Did he bring him through all of his trials and usher him home to glory
victorious? Yes, absolutely! And the Father has pledged an eternal oath to do the same for us.
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Jesus said, "I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil" (v
erse 15). "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world" (verse 16). Christ was saying, in essence, "Father, s
anctify them through your truth. Make them holy and pure and keep them from the wicked one. Be with them through all
their temptations. Let the promises you gave me be theirs as well."
By keeping the word of his covenant in love, the Fatherâ€™s glory was displayed to the world: "The glory which thou ga
vest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one. I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made
perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me" (John
17:22-23).
The next time you struggle with a besetting sin, you may hear an accusing voice: "Youâ€™ve gone too far and sinned to
o often. God has turned you over to a reprobate mind. Youâ€™re unclean, unholy, no good, a disgrace to the gospel. Y
ouâ€™ve driven the Holy Spirit from your life completely." When this happens, remind God, the devil and yourself: "I am
one in covenant with the Father and Son. Jesus co-signed the covenant with his own blood, and the Father promised to
keep me through all my trials. Heâ€™ll hold my hand no matter what comes and will never remove his love from me. He
â€™ll lead me to victory!"
By revealing his covenant to us, God wants to remove any doubts we have about his ability to keep us. Itâ€™s as if heâ
€™s saying, "Iâ€™m going to treat you as if you have no faith at all. Iâ€™ll make such a strong oath to you, youâ€™ll h
ave no choice but to believe in me." We are to stay in Christâ€”abide in him, trust him, depend on him. If we do, we will s
urely see his glory!
Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2016/5/9 14:53
Quote:
------------------------The covenant of marriage is entered into by the vows of the two,"... and the two will become one fleshâ€™ So they are no longer two, but one flesh."
God is Witness to such and holds them accountable to it.
-------------------------

Based on Matt 19, God is the one who joined a man and women in marriage. No other man has authority to separate th
em. Which means no pastor or judge has authority to give them divorce.
When it says God is the one who united them then it means he is the glue that bound them in one flesh. How is he not in
volved in the covenant?

Re: , on: 2016/5/9 15:08
Quote:
-------------------------A covenant is an agreement or pledge between two or more parties, like a contract. It contains terms or duties each party must perf
orm to fulfill the agreement. Such covenants are legally binding, and once theyâ€™re finalized each party can be penalized for not fulfilling its respecti
ve terms.
-------------------------

You are right that the New Testament does contain terms/duties of both sides.
On God's side, it is impossible for Him to lie and we do have full assurance of what He has promised, IF we keep our en
d of the terms.
We fulfill our end of the terms/agreement when we "endure unto the end and not draw back in unbelief".
Mar 13:13 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall b
e saved.
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Heb 10:38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.

Quote:
-------------------------In creating the New Covenant, God puts his amazing love for humankind on full display. Yet the church has been blind to this incred
ible doctrine for decades. As a young Christian I was taught that "covenant theology," focusing on the New Covenant, was a licentious doctrine. The pr
evailing thought was that the New Covenant is so marvelously freeing that people might misuse it, indulging in permissive lifestyles.
-------------------------

The one who understands the scriptures understand that they cannot take advantage of God and His grace as exemplifi
ed in Christ Jesus. There is no provision in the New Testament written in Christ's blood for taking advantage of the Lord'
s grace.

Quote:
-------------------------Yet the more I understand the New Covenant, the more Iâ€™m convinced we need its assurance in these perilous last days. Its ple
dge has the power to release in Godâ€™s church all the overcoming strength we need to be more than conquerors in any situation.
-------------------------

It is not God's assurance or commitment that is in question. We always have His assurance. He is not the one that will c
ommit spiritual adultery and go after other suitors (gods).
"We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain." (2 Cor 6:1)
Many people do not realize that salvation is conditional. Everyone says it is unconditional, but what is unconditional is G
od's love for the sinner in that the sinner does not have to fix himself, or clean himself up before coming to God. Jesus s
ays, that "whoever comes to Him he will in no wise cast out". Once you become a son, there are responsibilities.
"And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." (L
uke 9:62)
"For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, t
hey are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning." (2 Pet 2:20)
Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2016/5/9 16:40
I am still not able to comprehend the view of David Wilkerson. I have great respect for him though he has made some mi
stakes in the past. I feel his views are more influenced by his seminary teachings than the scripture. Reading the article
appears like he is desperately trying to prove his seminary teachings by trying to find some scriptures.
The scripture is very clear when it says God makes his New Covenant with his people.
Hebrews 8:8:â€œThe days are coming, declares the Lord,
when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
and with the people of Judah.
9 It will not be like the covenant
I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand
to lead them out of Egypt,
because they did not remain faithful to my covenant,
and I turned away from them,
declares the Lord.
Jesus is the lamb whose blood was shed for the covenant to be made. He was the sacrifice. He was also the first to inhe
rit eternal life through the promise of New covenant. That is why he is called first born of the dead. That is why Apostle P
aul says that if Jesus was not raised then there is no hope for us. Because if he himself did not get eternal life then how
can we get?
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So the New Covenant is also applicable to Jesus and was made with him as well. But to say that it was made only with
him and not with us, is clearly against scripture.
Let God alone be true and every man a liar no matter how much great work he has done for God.
Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2016/5/9 20:19
I cannot find the source of David Wilkerson article. I only see a sermon by him on this topic. This article may not be his o
riginal work.
Re: Taking Hold of The New Covenant, on: 2016/5/10 6:59
http://sermons.worldchallenge.org/content/taking-hold-new-covenant

Understanding the New Covenant - David Wilkerson, on: 2016/5/10 9:03
"My covenant I will not break, nor alter the word that has gone out of My lips" (Psalm 89:34).
What is God talking about, exactly, when He speaks of covenant? Covenant is "an agreement or pledge between two or
more parties." Today we would use the word contract to describe a covenant. And like any contract, a covenant contains
terms or duties that each party has to perform in order to fulfill the agreement. Such covenants are legally binding and
once they have been finalized, the parties can be penalized for not fulfilling their respective terms.
The term covenant plays an integral part in the Christian faith. The Holy Scriptures themselves are divided into an Old
Covenant (or Testament) and a New Covenant. I believe it is vitally important for the Church of Jesus Christ to
comprehend the New Covenant as we face the coming perilous times. The Bible tells us that in the last days Satan is
going to pour out his wrath on the earth because he knows his time is short. As that happens, God's people are going to
need the full assurance of this covenant. This ironclad pledge has the power to release in all of us the overcoming
strength we need to be more than conquerors in any situation.
When I was a young Christian, I was led to believe that covenant theology was a licentious doctrine taught by a few
dying religious groups. The thinking then seemed to be that the New Covenant is so marvelously freeing, people could
take advantage of it and misuse it. It was seen as a teaching that could lead to a permissive, compromising lifestyle.
Others have wrongly taught that the New Covenant is God's pledge to baptize His people with financial bonanzas expensive cars, grand houses, material wealth, immunity to sorrow and sickness. These teachers have completely
perverted God's glorious covenant and reduced it to that which ministers only to man's greed.
In spite of all this, the more I understand about the New Covenant, the more I am convinced that it is meant for us today.
More importantly, I believe it is the one truth that can release in us God's supernatural power to overcome in these last
days.
Unclaimed Promises
The book of Hebrews, which refers to the New Covenant at length, provides this description:
"Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah - not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to
lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, says the
LORD.
"For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws in
their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. None of them shall teach
his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for all shall know Me, from the least of them to the
greatest of them. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember
no more."
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In that He says, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is
ready to vanish away.
Hebrews 8:8-13
"This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws into their hearts, and
in their minds I will write them," then He adds, "Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more."
Hebrews 10:16-17
This summary details the eternal promises of God's incredible New Covenant. So, why is this wonderful truth unsought
or ignored by Christians today?
I believe the passage itself provides a key to this oversight. It describes "a new covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah" (Hebrews 8:8). Many Christian groups have mistaken this verse to mean that the New
Covenant applies only to natural Jews, rather than to the spiritual Jews who make up Christ's Body. Modern
dispensationalists, for example, interpret this verse as a promise meant only for literal Israel. So they assign its meaning
to a coming millennial age.
It is no wonder the New Covenant has remained unclaimed for so long. Yet the truth is, all these promises of the New
Covenant are yours and mine, right now. They are for all believing Jews and Gentiles. How do I know this? It is clear
from the context of the above passage that the house of Israel refers to spiritual Israel, meaning all who are in Jesus
Christ.
"Natural" Israel and "Spiritual" Israel
The word Israel itself, as first used in Genesis 32:28, is filled with spiritual meaning: "And He said, 'Your name shall no
longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.'" Israel was
Jacob's regenerate name. It was given to him by God after his carnal spirit was broken and his nature was changed.
In many Bible passages, of course, the word Israel refers to Jacob's natural descendants. In others it points to God's
spiritual seed. One example of the latter is Psalm 73:1: "Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are pure in heart." Here
the psalmist is speaking prophetically, distinguishing Israel as people whose hearts have been cleansed - which is
possible only through the blood of Christ. The Old Covenant sacrificial system could not cleanse the conscience:
It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make him who performed
the service perfect in regard to the conscience - concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly
ordinances.
Hebrews 9:9-10
The apostle Paul also speaks of Israel as God's spiritual seed. Throughout the New Testament, he distinguishes
between two kinds of Israel, one natural and one spiritual. Paul emphasizes that it is not the natural Jew but the person
who puts his faith in Jesus Christ who becomes Abraham's spiritual seed:
"They are not all Israel who are of Israel" (Romans 9:6).
"Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham" (Galatians 3:7).
"Those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the promise are counted
as the seed" (Romans 9:8).
"He is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one
inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God"
(Romans 2:28-29).
"This Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all" (Galatians 4:25-26).
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It is clear from these passages that there is a spiritual Israel as well as a natural Israel. Moreover, Scripture reveals that
God, through Christ, made His New Covenant with spiritual Israel. The writer of Hebrews says, "Now He has obtained a
more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better
promises" (Hebrews 8:6).
Am I saying the Lord is finished with natural Israel? God forbid. Many Christians today do not wish to see God's hand
moving on natural Israel to fulfill her prophetic role. Yet it was the Jewish people who received the promises and
covenants of the Old Testament. In the past sixty generations, we have seen storms arise against this people. Time
after time, conquerors have sought to annihilate them. Mobs have set in for the kill. Dictators incarnated by Satan have
attempted to wipe out the very history of the Jews. But all these enemies have risen up against them to no avail.
I believe that the national revival of the state of Israel, and the many supernatural deliverances of that nation, point to an
infinitely deep mystery revealing the very hand of God. God still loves the Jews. One day the veil will be removed from
Israel, and a remnant, a part of her people, will acknowledge Christ as Lord.
I stand with Paul, who wrote, "They are beloved for the sake of the fathers" (Romans 11:28). "Has God cast away His
people? Certainly not! For I also am an Israelite.... Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the
election of grace" (Romans 11:1, 5). The Church has not replaced Israel. It includes both Gentiles and believing Jews.
This New Covenant, however, was not meant for natural Israel - not then, not now, nor in some millennial period. It is
meant for spiritual Israel, meaning every Jew and Gentile who is born again in Jesus. It is for repentant believers in
Christ alone.
The Terms of the New Covenant
With whom did God make this covenant? And what are its terms?
God cut it with His Son, Jesus - and they agreed to its terms before the very foundation of the world. Paul spoke of
"eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began" (Titus 1:2). Paul also said that God "saved us and
called us... according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began" (2Timothy
1:9).
This covenant was a formal agreement between Father and Son. And today we, the seed of spiritual Israel, are brought i
nto this covenant by faith. In other words, since we are one with Christ through faith, the covenant was cut with us also.
Amazingly, this heavenly contract work was not done in secret. The Bible openly records the terms. As we examine thes
e covenant arrangements, it becomes clear that God wants us to be encouraged by such a detailed revelation.
The Father's Purpose in the Covenant
Psalm 89:19 gives us a snapshot of the discourse between Father and Son: "You spoke in a vision to Your holy one, an
d said: 'I have given help to one who is mighty; I have exalted one chosen from the people.'"
The Father was saying to His Son, "This is a mysterious word I am about to give You. Humankind is going to grow weak
and miserable because of their sin. They will become overwhelmed, helpless to find their way back to Me. So I am appoi
nting You as My Holy One to help them. I am sending You to them as one mightier than they, to bring them back into My
favor."
Here, in simple terms, is God's primary purpose in formulating the New Covenant. It was to recover a lost humanity from
the devil's power. The heavenly Father was not willing to lose His beloved creation to the powers of hell, so He formed a
redemption plan - one that came completely from His heart of love, before the world was created.
Jesus Accepts the Terms
Next, we hear the Son's covenant agreements: "Behold, I come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me. I delight to do
Your will, O my God, and Your law is within my heart" (Psalm 40:7-8).
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Jesus answered the Father this way: "You have shown Me that Your help to humanity is going to be laid upon My should
ers. You are sending Me to rescue the imprisoned, heal the hurting, break satanic strongholds and reconcile creation ba
ck to You. Father, I accept this charge to take on the redemption of the lost, and I accept the might and power You will gi
ve Me to accomplish the task."
God then laid out before His Son the type of ministry He would have to undertake in order to redeem humankind. He told
Jesus, "Your ministry is going to be that of a priest and shepherd to My children. They will be Your flock, and You will be
a shepherd to them. You will lead them beside still waters and into green pastures. You will walk with them through ever
y shadow of death. And if any one of them ever goes astray, You will take him in Your arms and bring him back to My lo
ve. You will restore his soul and bring him great comfort."
We know from the Bible that Jesus kept all of these terms of the covenant. And He continues to give special attention to
every single sheep in His care: "He calls his own sheep by name" (John 10:3). Further, He says, "All that the Father give
s Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. For I have come down from heaven, no
t to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me" (John 6:37-38).
Finally, the Father gave His Son these instructions: "As You go to earth for Me - since You have agreed to seek out My l
ost ones - these works will be required of You:
"You must preach good tidings to the meek... bind up the brokenhearted... proclaim liberty to the captives... open prison
doors to all who are bound...bear with the weaknesses of the frail...break not a bruised reed...quench not a smoking flam
e...bear tenderly with the ignorant...feed the flock... supply their shortcomings with Your strength...gather all the lambs in
to Your arms and carry them in Your bosom... gently lead the young... lend Your strength to the weak... guide them with
Your counsel... promise to send them the Holy Spirit to carry on the work of freedom... cherish them, perfect them and br
ing them home to glory with You."
Later, when Jesus lived on earth, He testified, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work" (Joh
n 4:34). Everything Christ did on earth was in fulfillment of the covenant terms He had made with His Father. His every
word and deed reflected what they had agreed upon before the world came into being. And their agreement included thi
s incredible term: "This command I have received from my Father... lay down My life" (John 10:18, 17).
What the Father Gave in Return
God gave His Son these everlasting covenant promises:
"You will have the Holy Spirit upon You without measure." Jesus testified, "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me" (Isaia
h 61:1). Christ did not have just a small portion of the Spirit, coming to Him in little drops. He had the Father's Spirit in full
ness, without measure: "For God does not give the Spirit by measure" (John 3:34).
"You will never be out of My sight. My presence will always be with You." According to the author of Hebrews, God gave
this promise to Jesus: "I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son" (Hebrews 1:5). This meant Christ would c
onstantly be under His Father's watchful eye. He would always have the Father's help available to Him.
"I will lift You up in all times of opposition and discouragement." Isaiah wrote: "He will not fail nor be discouraged, till He
has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands shall wait for His law" (Isaiah 42:4). God is saying, "Every time th
e enemy brings discouragement upon You, I will be there to counteract it. I'm going to encourage You by My Spirit every
time You need it."
"I will highly exalt You and give You a name above all other names." Paul wrote, "God also has highly exalted Him and g
iven Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow" (Philippians 2:9-10).
"After Your work is finished, I will bring You back to glory." Jesus said, "Ought not the Christ to have suffered these thing
s and to enter into His glory?" (Luke 24:26). He knew the Father had promised, "Son, after You have fulfilled all the term
s of the covenant, I will bring You back to glory - in victory, power and anointing."
The Father made this covenant pledge to His Son: "I, the LORD, have called You in righteousness, and will hold Your ha
nd; I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people, as a light to the Gentiles" (Isaiah 42:6). God was saying, "
My hand will always be holding on to Yours. You will never be away from My keeping power. I pledge to keep You safe f
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rom all the schemes of the devil."
And Christ appropriated this promise of help from His Father: "My God shall be My strength" (Isaiah 49:5), and "I will put
My trust in Him" (Hebrews 2:13). He was saying in these verses, "My Father made a covenant with Me, and it's settled. I
t is good for eternity, because He cannot lie. He said He would be My strength - and now I appropriate all of that promise
d power."
Here are all the terms of the covenant, laid out in black and white for every believer to see. The Father and Son have hid
den none of them from us. They want us to be encouraged by them all. The Father is showing us His faithfulness to His
Son, to prove to us He will be just as faithful to us, Christ's seed.
Jesus Completes His Mission
As we reread the gospels now, we see that everything Jesus did while on earth was in fulfillment of the terms of the New
Covenant agreement He had made with the Father. We see Him going after lost sheep, opening the eyes of the blind, ra
ising the dead, flinging back the prison doors of death, speaking words of eternal life, doing good works, casting out devi
ls and healing all manner of infirmities. In every verse of the gospels, Jesus fulfills the covenant. And He did none of the
se things on His own. Each one was what the Father had sent Him to do. Jesus was "keeping covenant" with the Father.
At the end of His life on earth, when Jesus prayed for His disciples at the Passover supper, we see once more the opencovenant dealings between Father and Son: "Now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I ha
d with You before the world was" (John 17:5). "Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glor
ify You.... I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do" (John 17:1,4).
With the cross before Him Jesus was about to fulfill all the covenant terms required of Him. And now, before He returned
to glory, He brought before the Father the final terms of the covenant: "Father, You pledged in Our covenant to bring Me
back to glory when I accomplished all You sent Me to do. Now I have fulfilled My part of the covenant - I have brought a
bout the redemption of humankind, and I have made Your Body one. Let's talk now about what's going to happen to My
seed - all those who believe in Me."
Jesus was speaking as co-signer of the covenant. He said, "Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world,
and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We
are" (John 17:11). He was saying to the Father, "We agreed that I could bring into our covenant everyone who trusts in
Me. Now, Father, I ask You to bring these beloved ones under the same covenant promises You made to Me."
Jesus then said, "I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil o
ne. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world" (John 17:15-16). Christ was saying, in essence, "You promis
ed Me that You would be faithful to My seed. Now, Lord, sanctify them through Your truth. Make them holy and pure and
keep them from the wicked one. Be with them in all their temptations. Let all the promises You gave Me be 'yea and ame
n' to them as well. Cause them to endure as You caused Me to endure."
The psalmist described this portion of the contract agreement like this:
"He shall cry to Me, 'You are my Father, my God, and the rock of my salvation.' Also I will make him My firstborn, the hig
hest of the kings of the earth. My mercy I will keep for him forever, and My covenant shall stand firm with him. His seed
also I will make to endure forever, and his throne as the days of heaven.
"If his sons forsake My law and do not walk in My judgments, if they break My statutes and do not keep My commandme
nts, then I will punish their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless My lovingkindness I wil
l not utterly take from him, nor allow My faithfulness to fail. My covenant I will not break, nor alter the word that has gone
out of My lips. Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David: His seed shall endure forever, and his throne as
the sun before Me."
Psalm 89:26-36
The Son's sacrifice on the cross brought us into covenant agreement. Thus, this pledge of safety by the Father is made
available to us as part of the covenant. The Father promised Jesus: "If You will go, I will keep and preserve every one of
Your seed, just as I have kept and preserved You. I will never remove My faithfulness from You, nor from Your children.
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Your seed will endure to the end."
The covenant, cut before the world was formed, has in it the sworn oath of almighty God to save and deliver His people f
rom the power and dominion of Satan. Faith in Christ brings us into God's covenant oath to keep us as faithfully as He k
ept His own Son.
We Are Kept Safe
So what does this covenant between Father and Son have to do with you and me? It is a picture of God's love for His be
loved creation. He cut this covenant because He was unwilling to lose a single child to Satan. It is all about His undying l
ove for His people.
The Father gave His Son, the Son gave His life, and we receive all the benefits. By mutual consent, the Father and Son
made this covenant to keep and preserve the seed of Christ. It ensures that we will endure to the end.
The Evidence Speaks
The promise to save and deliver us, then, and our confidence that God will keep it, has a precedent in the relationship b
etween Father and Son.
I could be free! I didn't have to resign myself to fighting the same battles day after day.
I was raised in a godly home and had a true and even passionate love for Jesus at a young age. As I got older I struggle
d through the rebellious attitude common among adolescents but never got mixed up in any kind of "bad sin." Despite no
t being in deep bondage, I still knew how it felt to be stuck. With all my heart I wanted to live for God and do what was rig
ht in His eyes, but almost daily I was frustrated by not being able to stop sinning.
As a result of my personal struggles, I eventually came to believe that fighting sin was what Christians do. We fight sin, h
ope we win, fail, repent, repeat. It was a sort of Darwinian Christianity where only the strong survive. Everything was abo
ut "resisting the devil" and "striving against sin." But none of it helped me overcome the exhaustion of continually fighting
a battle I could never seem to win.
I first heard New Covenant teaching at Summit International School of Ministry (then Mount Zion). During those precious
days as a student I heard a truth that filled me with hope and joy: I could be free! I did not have to resign myself to fightin
g the same battles day after day. The Christian can come to a place where his besetting sins are overcome by the powe
r of the Holy Spirit, never to trouble him again. I was finally beginning to see that "He took captive those who had capture
d " (Ephesians 4:8, GW), and that "having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triu
mphing over them by the cross" (Colossians 2:15, NIV).
I had it all backward! I had thought victory over sin was only for the strong, but I came to understand that my being a vict
orious Christian has nothing to do with the greatness of my efforts. It all rests on the greatness of the One who lives in m
e.
Nik
Did the Father lead and guide Jesus, as He pledged He would? Did His Spirit empower the Son, giving Him encourage
ment and consolation? Did He bring Him through all of His temptations and trials? Did He keep Him from powers of dark
ness? Did He usher Him home to glory victorious? Was God true to His part of the covenant terms?
Yes, absolutely! And the Father who kept His covenant promises to His Son has pledged an eternal oath to do the same
for us. Jesus affirmed this part of the covenant when He said,
"The glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; th
at they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You
have loved Me."
John 17:22-23
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Christ secured us in the covenant made between the Father and Himself. In this prayer He was saying, "Father, look at
Me and My seed as one person - I in them and they in Me. We are one person in covenant with You." Scripture promise
s that He "is able to keep from stumbling, and to present faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy" (
Jude 24).
God is not looking for people who have everything theologically straight. He wants those whose hearts are full of confide
nce in Him. By revealing to us His covenant with His Son, He wants to remove any doubts we may have about His ability
to keep us. It is as if He is saying, "I'm going to make such a strong oath to you, you will have no other choice but to beli
eve in Me."
We are to stay in Christ - abide in Him and trust Him. If we do this, we will surely see His glory. The words of promise ar
e everlasting: "I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn to My servant David: 'Your seed I will establish for
ever, and build up your throne to all generations'" (Psalm 89:3-4).
What is God talking about when He speaks of covenant? (Page13)
What are common words still in use today that describe the meaning of covenant as it is used in Scripture? (Page13)
What two key Scriptures in the book of Hebrews describe the eternal promises of the New Covenant? (Page15)
Who is the "spiritual Israel" referred to in the apostle Paul's teaching? (Page16)
For which Israel did God prepare the New Covenant? (Page17)
In every covenant the agreement is between two primary parties. Who are the primary parties of the New Covenant? (P
age19)
What was God's principal purpose in making the New Covenant? (Page19)
Read Isaiah 42:6. God made a covenant pledge to His Son. How is this pledge now made available to us? (Page 25)
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