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Christianity in one verse? - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2018/8/28 5:21
Romans 8 verse 9: " But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. But if any
man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His"
So simple, so beautiful, so liberating.
Do you doubt your Christian status? Test yourself against the above scripture.
Struggling with condemnation and thinking you cannot overcome the flesh?
Read and understand the above scripture and allow the truth to set you free!
You are victorious, you have overcome, you are more than a conqueror...if? If you work hard at it? If you strive enough?
No! If the Spirit of God dwells in you :)
So simple...but so profound!
God bless,

Re: Christianity in one verse? - posted by Elibeth, on: 2018/8/28 8:40
Col.1:28-29,
â€œWhom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perf
ect in Christ Jesus:
29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.â€œ
My dear brother,
Please look up in Strongâ€™s (G75)
It is the number used in a number of words, â€˜strive, striving, fightâ€™..,etc.
The Spirit that God has given us, has come to do a work in our lives,... as you know, it is Alive,.. working.
In His â™¥ï¸•,
â€”â€”â€”â€”â€”â€”
elizabeth
Re: Christianity in one verse? - posted by 1bodySpirit (), on: 2018/9/25 9:23
Hello StirItUp,
Grace, mercy and pure love of our Lord - working more fully and powerfully within, to increase the true knowledge of Hi
m - be with you and all who are, indeed, alive in His Spirit! I am encouraged to find someone pointing to this central, nec
essary truth, reminding us there is no way to begin or continue a living walk with God apart from His life-giving, guiding
Holy Spirit. Many strive, with fleshly effort, to be and do that which is only possible once born and filled by the Spirit.
Our Lord has impressed upon me, in recent days and months, to communicate and emphasize the need for people, who
consider themselves Christian, to be sure they are indwelled and filled by the Holy Spirit. It is not enough to presume, b
ased upon faulty doctrine and teachings of fleshly minds, one is alive to God, simply via sincere desire and association
with others who claim to belong to Him.
The original disciples of Jesus had to wait upon God, to receive the promised baptism of the Holy Spirit, before being abl
e and ready to serve as His holy apostles. Without waiting for this affirming, empowering Seal, they would not have had
the ability to continually abide and bear the fruits of true disciples, teaching others to do the same. We, who genuinely h
ope to be His, confirming our call from Him alone, must also be certain it His Spirit which has come to indwell, empower,
enlighten and guide us, as we abide in the Vine and bear spiritual fruits.
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The Father seeks true worshippers, who will not settle for less than doing so in Spirit and truth, which is the only way acc
epted by Him. (John 4:23-24) As Paul reminds us, again in Romans, "...all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these
are the sons of God." (Romans 8:14 NASB)
People talk of their desire for revival, unity, etc.; yet, continue to spin wheels in the flesh, unable or refusing to wait and l
et the Head cause His ONE, true body of spiritual members to function healthfully and in unison. (see 1 Corinthians 2 a
nd 12, among other relevant teachings)
This begins and develops only once we are willing to humble ourselves enough to stop in our tracks, letting Him purify u
s, realizing we can do NOTHING apart from Him. (John 15)
Oh, people of God, please realize God's work will not be accomplished and you will only miss His real ways and plans, u
ntil you stop running ahead and apart from Him! Those who are born of His Spirit and indwelled - along with you who ge
nuinely, desperately want to be - wait upon the Lord! Live in and be led by His Spirit, which is the Helper intended for us
, trusting this way will be enough to secure, teach, empower and unify us, thereby glorifying the One who calls us to Him
self.
Amen and amen!

Re: - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2018/9/25 12:35
Amen Kurt amen!
Re: John 17:3 - posted by TrueWitness, on: 2018/9/25 13:04
And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.
John 17:3
-Daniel
Re: - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2018/9/26 5:29
Related to your verse Daniel :) 1 John 5 verse 11 : "And
this is the testimony: God has given us eternal
life, and this life is in his Son"
Re: - posted by davidkeel (), on: 2018/9/27 6:17
Matthew 16 v 24
Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and fo
llow me ...
Re: - posted by 1bodySpirit (), on: 2018/9/27 7:35
God's grace be active and working to save, David, as you deny yourself and pick up your cross, daily...
"And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who has found his life will lose it, and h
e who has lost his life for My sake will find it." (Matthew 10:38-39 NASB)
Let us never, ever think we may avoid the painful death of self and crucifixion of our fleshly nature, in pursuit and growth
of His life in us! I'm so glad you reminded us of this. One of my most fervent and common prayers, over the years of foll
owing our Lord, has been simple: "Crucify me!; my desires, my will, my flesh, my human ideas and understanding, my w
hole being! Lord God Almighty, Crucify Kurt and let only Christ remain in this mortal body!" As I wait upon Him, in the S
pirit - being sure to listen and obey His guidance and instructions, He does this, for His glory and my salvation. Halleluja
h and all praise to Him alone!
"However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have t
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he Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is
alive because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Chr
ist Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. So then, brethren, w
e are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the fleshâ€”for if you are living according to the flesh, you mu
st die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are being led by the Spi
rit of God, these are sons of God." (Romans 8:9-14 NASB)
"The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow
heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him." (Romans 8:16-17 NASB)
"...strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, â€œThrough many trib
ulations we must enter the kingdom of God.â€• (Acts 14:22 NASB)
"It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not disci
pline? But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not so
ns." (Hebrews 13:7-8 NASB)
God would not baptize me with His Spirit, years ago, until He drew me to the place of surrender of my will, begging Him t
o replace my life with the life of His Son within me. As soon as He overwhelmed me with His presence and came to dwe
ll within me, by the power of the Holy Spirit, He began convicting me of things I had to repent from, do to reconcile, rectif
y and make restitution for, in many areas of my life and relationships. While learning to walk on the yoke of Jesus, being
led by the Spirit in all aspects of my daily life, His disciplining sting would remind and reprove me, if I failed to obey. Ho
wever, He would restore and fill me more, strengthening my heart and increasing joy and maintaining peace, as I humbl
y repented and obeyed Him.
The power of His Spirit empowers me to overcome the flesh, putting its deeds and desires to death, allowing the life of C
hrist to rule in my mortal being. We must be ever mindful to submit to the death of flesh, loss of our own lives, suffering
with Christ and learning by discipline are necessary to maintain and grow in the the life of the Spirit. As the flesh fights t
o rise up - in will, desires or deeds - we must humbly and patiently wait upon the Lord, allowing His grace and Spirit to p
ut it to death.
True people of God, humble yourselves and pick up your crosses, as our brother David reminds us. Suffer the death of
self and allow Christ to to rule in your hearts, by the presence and power of the Helper - the Holy Spirit - learning to walk
by that same Spirit.

Re: - posted by davidkeel (), on: 2018/9/27 9:31
I agree Kurt, It was nice to hear that.
I would add that we are free to repent whenever we decide to. It takes effort to deny our flesh and to persist in that way u
ntil true conversion happens.
This verse tells us that the Grace to do this has appeared enabling us to obey and put to death our sin now.
Titus 2:11-14 :
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly pa
ssions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age.

That grace of our salvation came when Christ walked the earth. It has appeared we can now die to ourselves. (Renounc
e worldly passions as the verse says)
It is a blindness of our minds to believe we must wait upon another move of God within us before we can fully obey. It is
n't anywhere in scripture and I waited for 20 years and nothing happened. It was only then that I learnt the life of self den
ial to the crucifying of my old self by taking my every thought captive in the area I needed to change.
We are free to deny ourselves at any time, but we are so accustomed to our earthly nature, the old man in us along with
all of it's deceptions. It even tries to cast strong doubt on our ability to change. As it only knows it's own carnal nature an
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d not the true nature of the Holy Spirit within us.
I don't want to come across as a zealot of repentance as it can come across that this life of obeying is out of reach for th
e weaker believer. Just as I believed it was out of reach for me at one time.
Re: - posted by 1bodySpirit (), on: 2018/9/27 14:14
Hello again, David - His grace, mercy and truth be with you in fulness.
I do not wan to misinterpret or misunderstand you, on some points and references, which I'd be blessed to discuss furth
er with you - either here, by email or offline - if the Lord seems in agreement and you are willing. My sense is that you ar
e focusing, mainly, on the need and ability we have to repent and pick up our crosses, post-conversion, yes? However,
for the moment, I'd like to caution entertaining the idea repentance is simply and always an open invitation, either pre or
post conversion. Please, by His mercies and love, let's consider some things which arise in my spirit, on this matter.
We must remember, Jesus clearly taught, â€œNo one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I
will raise him up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, â€˜AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.â€™ Ev
eryone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me...no one can come to Me unless it has been granted hi
m from the Father.â€• (John 6:44-45, 65 NASB) Also, â€œAll that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who
comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. â€œFor I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Hi
m who sent Me. â€œThis is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on
the last day." (John 6:37-39)
Now, it seems pretty clear there must be a definite sense of God's loving, convincing, personalized drawing and inviting
at work to ready the soul for true repentance and reception of Christ, via the baptism of the Holy Spirit. This may or may
not be at one, fixed point in life and the way in which the Father draws us certainly varies, in circumstances and timetabl
e. However, we cannot simply recognize the need to repent, prior to conversion, at our leisure. In my own journey, whic
h I very briefly summarized last entry, the desire to "experience" God, without full understanding and willingness to truly
humble myself to be crucified, far preceded the deeper, convincing sting which prompted me to really begin to repent an
d pick up my cross. Hind sight seems to show me I really wasn't ready, perhaps not able (only He knew my heart at that
time), early in my progress toward becoming saved and walking as a true disciple. He may have allowed me to wander,
longer than necessary; or, used the whole timeline and process, in order to be sure I'd ultimately make the right choice.
I may never know, until the great and terrible Day of the Lord. Praise Him, one way or the other, for allowing me to com
e to the knowledge of His Son!
Once we are truly converted, marked by the distinctive, definitive and unmistakable baptism of the Holy Spirit, which co
mes to indwell, our old nature cannot continue to be an excuse for ongoing unbelief, sin, etc. This is the point at which t
his thread began, with William's post on 8/28/18. However, certainly, the battle between flesh and Spirit will need to be c
ontinually fought, becoming less intense as we learn to walk by the Spirit and obey. People may win and lose battles, pr
ogress and temporarily fall back, in varying degrees, to be sure. However, the life of an obedient, growing disciple is ma
rked by increasing spiritual fruit and the consistent crucifixion of the flesh (desires and deeds).
Also, another thing came to my mind as I've been prayerfully, carefully considering your words and this aspect of our fait
h. In Hebrews, we are reminded (as already converted believers, just to be sure we are on the same page, here), "Take
care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. But enco
urage one another day after day, as long as it is still called â€œToday,â€• so that none of you will be hardened by the d
eceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the
end, while it is said,â€œTODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE,DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PRO
VOKED ME.â€• (Hebrews 3:12-15) Furthermore, later, we are warned, "See to it that no one comes short of the grace
of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; that there be no immoral or godl
ess person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal. For you know that even afterwards, when he desired
to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought for it with tears." (Hebre
ws 12:15-17).
Time does not permit me to delve into some thoughts on these passages, for now. I'll try continue, later, as the Lord pro
mpts and allows. However, can we agree it seems a very dangerous, risky thing to chance holding off on repenting and
submitting, if we know we are holding out on Him, knowing it could possibly lead to being left behind?
Again, if I seem to be misinterpreting anything you said, please let me know. I hope we may edify and encourage one a
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nother, ongoing. Amen and grace be with you, always.

Re: - posted by TrueWitness, on: 2018/9/27 15:32
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much
fruit. John 12:24
-Daniel

Re: - posted by davidkeel (), on: 2018/9/27 16:07
I'm sorry Kurt, I am not sure if anything you have said is contradictory to what I wrote. But you could email me ?
I major on repentance and obedience here because of what happened to me in my life. For over twenty years I was sed
uced by the Faith movement.
Now in our generation it has become the Grace movement.
I nearly died at the beginning of 1998. An angel of death came to my bedrooom and was at the end of my bed. I pleade
d with the Lord to give me 2 months to try to repent.
I wasn't ready to die and to answer to God because of the secret sins of lust I was unable to break free from, or so I thou
ght and had been led to believe. Sin, amongst the people I spent time with was nothing to be concerned about. They beli
eved it was all covered by the blood even if I didn't fully repent and obey.
The experience of the angel catapulted me into taking all of my sinful thoughts captive. And I was out on the hills each ni
ght praying and getting my heart right with the Lord. Staggered at the fact I could break free from my sin.
Thanks for your kind and peaceful reply Kurt.
David.
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