Scriptures and Doctrine :: Justification by faith alone and the righteousness controversy simplified

Justification by faith alone and the righteousness controversy simplified - posted by docs (), on: 2018/10/8 8:26
"We are either justified by a righteousness that inheres within us or by someone else's righteousness attributed or given
to us. Does faith enable us to become actively righteous so that God will declare us righteous? Or does God declare us r
ighteous before we actually become righteous by imputing to us the righteousness of Christ?"
"The conflict over justification by faith alone boils down to this: Is the grounds of our justification the righteousness of Chr
ist imputed to us, or the righteousness of Christ working within us?"
(R. C. Sproul - "Faith Alone - The Evangelical Doctrine of Justification" - copyright 1995)

Re: Justification by faith alone and the righteousness controversy simplified - posted by JFW (), on: 2018/10/8 9:08
Well putAnd (for me) the scriptures are clear on this one from beginning to end yet there is controversy....
Itâ€™s as if the body of Christ has an autoimmune disorder.
Re: clever works - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2018/10/8 13:51
When a Christian is counting upon the 'right now' working of righteousness through them so they see a quantity of good
works a quantity of spiritual fruit and a quantity of heartfelt actions...these Christians are at a loss when the difficulties of
life separate them from their good works or their good feelings about themselves or their fruits seem to be absent.
The point is, the inverted pyramid of salvation now rests upon just how well we are doing and how well we judge ourselv
es to be in God's good graces. This whole thing topples over in time. The Christian either relegates Christianity to a 'mod
ern legal way of living' or he scours the idea of sinfulness away from himself and lives as an anti-nomian.
When so many long decades of 'making sure I am obeying God' have come and gone, God has a way of revealing just
what kind of heart we have in offering our obedience.
For some, they bury their coin and give it back to Jesus at the last judgment and say "I know what kind of man you were,
a man who reaps where he didn't sow" so take your money you suffer no loss from me.
But Jesus called the man wicked and he lost that which he seemed to have.
A Christian who has no confidence in the love and grace of God freely given to him, is a man that will not do exploits, he
wont sacrifice himself he wont even obey for the right motives. That man will simply use Jesus book as a means to an e
nd to save his own skin.
righteous works that are not based on the grace given righteousness of faith lead a man to justify himself by himself.

Re: - posted by passerby, on: 2018/10/8 20:20
What if a believer just cannot get the clear picture of these two doctrines, is he saved or not.
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2018/10/8 22:30
To be clear, I believe itâ€™s a â€œboth-andâ€• not an â€œeither-orâ€•....
The righteousness of God is imparted or credited to us when we first come to saving faith in Christ,... while we grow in C
hristlikenss being conformed into His image in ever increasing measure by abiding in Him by faith working in us till Chris
t be fully formed.
Much like a marriage where when the two become one they cannot technically ever be â€œmore marriedâ€• than they a
lready are, however IF they continue to wholeheartedly give themselves to their union they will certainly exhibit an increa
sed intimacy. This is readily discernible in any relationship where the hearts of the respective parties are working toward
s the same objective,...
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This is not to say there might be ups and downs, often there are seasons where one or the other are (for a host of reaso
ns) going through a refining process where they are not as effective - tho this is precisely where the love and grace of th
e more stable partner effectually works â€œinâ€• the other to help stabilize, encourage and support the less capable par
ty.
This being a functional union is entirely based on the heart position of the respective parties. Here we find wether we trul
y believe into salvation as IF we believe Christ is sufficient and faithful it will again be readily discernible, whereas if our
heart isnâ€™t wholly in it, this too will be apparent over time,... think the parable of the seeds finding different ground.
If it were a one and done, as many believe, there would be no need to abide... and Christ knowing fully His supply to us
commands us to do it- think the letters to the 7 Churches, in the cases where a rebuke was necessary, He says â€œyou
goâ€•- â€œyou doâ€• and never a hint of â€œdonâ€™t worry about it you believed once and now you have my eternal r
ighteousness imputed to you so just relaxâ€•ðŸ˜³ but instead He commands them all to do the works prescribed knowin
g full well He has already given them everything needed for life and godliness.
So IF we continue with Him, He will continue with us and we will be conformed into His image, producing much fruit as a
byproduct not as a point of focus. And what is the fruit that glorifies God? Faithful Obedience from a loving heart full of gr
ace:) that IS the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus.
Itâ€™s not obedience because we have got to or else.... thatâ€™s legalism 101
Itâ€™s the desire to obey coupled with the acute awareness that we own our own cannot, yet still we desire to... so to a
ddress this God in His mercy imparts righteousness thru faith and grace, demonstrating His love, and continues to, so lo
ng as we desire it, until Christ is fully formed in us.
For some this takes longer than others itâ€™s true, but praise be to God our Father for He is faithful to complete the wo
rk which He began in usðŸ˜‡
Re: - posted by docs (), on: 2018/10/8 22:40
/What if a believer just cannot get the clear picture of these two doctrines, is he saved or not./
If they are indeed a believer then they are saved although they might not have been taught well in this area. I did not kno
w the difference between imputed and infused righteousness for a long while after I was actually and really saved. Know
ing the difference between the imputed and the infused helps immensely though. In my opinion, the anti-charismatic Ref
ormed stream of Christianity knows more about justification and righteousness than most of the other streams. When I st
udied Reformed teaching on this it took mew a while to sort it all out but as I said before knowing the difference between
imputed and infused is SORELY needed among Pentecostals.

Re: - posted by docs (), on: 2018/10/8 22:50
I appreciate your thoughts JFW. Very good. And others who have commented also. From my view I see justification as a
once and done event. When you get justified and have the righteousness of Christ imputed to you you get the whole dea
l - 100%. You can't get less than 100% and out of this imputed righteousness and the power of the new birth with the Spi
rit indwelling within to enable, a new person wanting to follow and please God is brought forth. Good works then result n
ot as a means to maintain or increase righteousness but as a natural outwork of the true salvation experience.
The Roman paradigm is that after salvation perhaps you sin a bit then you have to "do" some things to restore your form
er level of justification. And when you "do" these things you earn back the lost righteousness and justification. Meritology
disguised in very spiritual terms. If you perform works and certain prayers etc. you are said to be cooperating with God s
o as to help enable Him to restore you.
I didn't mean to go on this long. Hope I don't sound preachy.
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2018/10/8 23:11
Brother David,
Thanks for being candid :)
So regarding the one and done justification... do you see justification as salvation unto eternal life?
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Re: - posted by passerby, on: 2018/10/9 4:41
'So regarding the one and done justification... do you see justification as salvation unto eternal life?'
Romans 6:1-2
1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?
2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Justification works with our perseverance to abide in the Lord. This is effectuated by impartation. Righteousness is not i
mparted though, but the spiritual aptitude towards sanctification.
As we cycle in our life as a mortal, sinning, repenting, goodworks, our salvation rests alone in the context of imputed righ
teousness (Jeremiah 3:5-6, Romans chapters 3&4, Philippians 3, Ephesians 2:8-10).
Righteousness refers to the perfect satisfaction to God's holy law. In that sense, no one will be righteous through our ow
n doings, we can only be declared righteous through Christ.

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2018/10/9 7:09
The Gospel is not a message of performance-oriented acceptance with God. We are saved by the grace of the Crown, a
nd we obey because we love the King. If we do not love the King, whatever begrudged obedience we may render is a sh
am. It is not salvation.
Re: - posted by docs (), on: 2018/10/9 7:31
/Brother David,
Thanks for being candid :)
So regarding the one and done justification... do you see justification as salvation unto eternal life?/
Yes. I don't believe it is possible to be justified and not be truly saved. Justification is a clearing of our record before God
and rendering us in His eyes jus as if we had never sinned. We are acquitted on the basis of the merits of Christ's perfec
t obedience. The only way to acquire this is by faith alone and this does not leave a person unchanged. The sinner then
becomes indwelt by the Holy Spirit which gives Him the inward moral desire and empowerment to walk after God's ways
and commandments.
Quoting from the same book I have already referenced,
"Those who possess saving faith necessarily, inevitably, and immediately begin to manifest fruits of faith, which are work
s of obedience. The grounds of the person's justification, however, remains solely and exclusively the imputed righteous
ness of Christ. It is by His righteousness and His righteousness alone that the sinner is declared to be just and is really j
ust in Him." (R. C. Sproul)
It's as fascinating a study that one can perhaps possibly do in my opinion. It provides real insight into the details of one's
salvation and what really occurred.
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2018/10/9 9:10
Bother David,
Again thank you for responding and helping to clarify.... I suppose itâ€™s here where thereâ€™s a difference in our und
erstandingBrother Todd,
As usual you are more succinct that I, as your post well summerizes my long winded post.
I simply do not find a scriptural basis for a â€œgospel of forgivenessâ€• where forgiveness itself equals eternal life in Ch
rist....
while Iâ€™m not advocating a performance gospel, I am advocating a participation gospel as I believe the scriptures cl
early teach from beginning to end-

Page 3/10

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Justification by faith alone and the righteousness controversy simplified

Re: - posted by docs (), on: 2018/10/9 9:44
/Bother David,
Again thank you for responding and helping to clarify.... I suppose itâ€™s here where thereâ€™s a difference in our und
erstanding-/
Out of curiosity and not trying to stir anything, what exactly do you see as our difference of understanding?
Blessings.

Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2018/10/9 10:31
Brother David,
Per your questionHere is where we have a different understanding, you wrote;
â€œYes. I don't believe it is possible to be justified and not be truly saved.â€•
This is tantamount to OSAS and I cannot confess that I find this in the scriptures,... but quite the opposite.
For me the â€œifâ€• in the new covenant preclude this...

Re: New Covenant - posted by cup (), on: 2018/10/9 13:17
The new Covenant is the PERSON of Christ Living and abiding within us now. He is our Surety of a Better Covenant. Hi
s LIFE removes all the "if's" and replaces them with since or because. So as a result of His life the "if's" are fulfilled by HI
S active LIFE within us.
Here is what Andrew Murray wrote in his book - The Two Covenants.
"A SURETY is one who stands good for another, that a certain engagement will be faithfully performed. Jesus is the Sur
ety of the New Covenant. He stands surety with us for God--- that God's part in the Covenant will faithfully be performed.
And He stands surety with God for us, that our part will be faithfully performed too. If we are to live in covenant with God,
everything depends upon our knowing aright what Jesus secures to us. The more we know and trust Him, the more ass
ured will our faith be that its every promise and every demand will be fulfilled, that a life of faithful keeping of God's Cove
nant is indeed possible, because Jesus is the Surety of the Covenant. He makes God's faithfulness and ours equally sur
e."
I pay this often, "Lord Jesus, no matter what I do, say, think, or feel, I know that You are ALWAYS dwelling right here, in
side my heart."

Re: The "if" of the New Covenant - posted by docs (), on: 2018/10/9 13:18
I would ask if one is justified how does it at that very moment depend on what one will do in the future? I would propose t
hat if you have been moved to repentance and have been given the gift of true faith that when you call upon the Lord for
salvation you are 100% justified at that moment.
The New Covenant
31 â€œBehold, days are coming,â€• declares the Lord, â€œwhen I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel a
nd with the house of Judah,
32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land o
f Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,â€• declares the Lord.
33 â€œBut this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,â€• declares the Lord, â€œI w
ill put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
34 They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, â€˜Know the Lord,â€™ for they
will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,â€• declares the Lord, â€œfor I will forgive their iniquity, a
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nd their sin I will remember no more.â€•
35 Thus says the Lord,
Who gives the sun for light by day
And the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night, Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar;
The Lord of hosts is His name:
36 â€œIf this fixed order departs
From before Me,â€• declares the Lord,
â€œThen the offspring of Israel also will cease
From being a nation before Me forever.â€•
37 Thus says the Lord,
â€œIf the heavens above can be measured
And the foundations of the earth searched out below,
Then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel
For all that they have done,â€• declares the Lord.
docs: These verses include, "I will never cast Israel off for what they have done" etc. is presented in the context of the ar
rival of a new and better covenant (the law written in their minds and hearts. If God promises never to forsake or cast off
Israel even when they sin then why isn't the same true for us believers who have been justified by the blood of Israel's M
essiah? The weakness of men and their flesh cannot nullify the promises of the new covenant. If God will be this faithful
to Israel then why not His church? If you are truly justified you are going to make it. It does not seem to depend on "if" bu
t rather God's faithfulness to you such as He has always expressed to the believing remnant of Israel. If that is true for th
em then why not us? Being honest, I've never known many truly born again people who have turned away. A very few h
ere and there. Perhaps their fate remains a mystery to a degree but is there such a thing as being "unjustified?" Our und
erstanding of the new covenant and the power of justification should maybe be based not so much on avoiding the condi
tional "if" but concentrating on God's faithfulness best typified by His dealings with Israel and the lasting power of justific
ation seen in New Testament saints who believe.
I'm eating a snack and sitting here. I don't have all the answers and talk too much. But I love talking about these things b
ecause there is much to learn from every angle even if we disagree a bit. Justification from God is the real deal. I know y
ou know this.
Blessings.
Re: - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2018/10/9 14:22
Hi Fletcher: you said...
This is tantamount to OSAS and I cannot confess that I find this in the scriptures,... but quite the opposite.
I believe the scripture teaches us that God works in us, that our perseverance and endurance to endure unto the end is
due to his indwelling Spirit. OSAS is a caricature of the doctrine of perseverance and scriptural assurance.
I suppose it's intent was to simplify the doctrine of assurance...but instead over time created more debate than it answer
ed questions.
It appears this caricature is now associated with the actual truth of biblical perseverance and assurance. So debate ensu
es based upon an inadequate study of perseverance and assurance as the scripture declare.
As was well stated earlier, the "if" conditions of scripture are answered with the "you-are" conditions of being a new-creat
ion of Christ, that Christ dwelling in us does the works and brings us safely to the end of our faith and the reward of that f
aith.
I believe this is where Paul Washer and others like him have attacked the easy-believism of our day and unmasked the f
alsehoods surrounding the confessions of so many with the marked lack of sanctification and general spiritual condition.
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There is no such thing as a genuine conversion that does not result in a new creation that works righteousness by faith a
nd increases in holiness and grows in conformity to Christ.
Part of the problem we have faced over the decades has been terrible teaching and false conversions/confessions wher
eby compromises were made to bring assurance to those whom God has not given his Spirit.
Re: - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2018/10/9 14:30
David you said:
When I studied Reformed teaching on this it took mew a while to sort it all out but as I said before knowing the difference
between imputed and infused is SORELY needed among Pentecostals.
I attended a Pentecostal fellowship for almost a year where the doctrine of justification was just then being preached to t
he congregants, oh my, it was as if they had found an unknown and buried truth from the days of the apostles.
To a degree, there prayers, their worship, their desire for empowering lay upon that general lacking...namely they didn't
understand they were justified by faith, so in order to accomplish sanctification their need for rededication, re-filling of the
Holy Spirit and recommitting themselves to Christ all stemmed from their lack of assurance that Jesus saved them with a
n actual salvation, not a potential one dependent upon their spiritual fruit and good works.
Re: 1st world Christian problem - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2018/10/9 14:38
Remember brothers/sisters we are discussing this in terms of open Christian preaching available everywhere.
There are Christians who cannot read, don't own a bible, have no idea about our doctrines and do not have Christian bo
oks that they can even read let alone decide upon if they are orthodox or not.
God's indwelling Spirit settles the matter regardless of knowledge, doctrine, works, or affiliations with orthodox Churches
.
Jesus saves people based upon his grace, not because our place in the world has secured better "means" by which we
may add them to "why we got saved".
Jesus gives real grace to real sinners that they may obtain a real true salvation in this life, so that they with that earnest
of their inheritance declare the glory of God by obedience and good works.

Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2018/10/9 15:26
Brother David,
The â€œifâ€• to which I refer has nothing to do with God but with man.... the scriptures are clear that God IS faithful- full
stop.
However man is not as a general rule, as such we get the â€œif you abideâ€•, â€œif you preserveâ€•, â€œif you obeyâ
€•, etc...
I see justification and the initial giving of Holy Spirit as a down payment, per Eph 1 and that is God initiating His good wil
l towards us tho we are repeatedly charged in every book of the new covenant to utilize and make use of the faith and gr
ace given us and not fail it and fall short, which it clearly states. If it were not possible to fail/fall short why even mention i
t to believers whom had already received down payment, justification, Holy Spirit as they wouldnâ€™t need to hear such
and would inevitably lead to confusion?
What interests me is how with the same data points we come to totally different conclusions,... so we must be working
with different narratives. When I came to this impasse personally I decided to reread the new covenant, laying down pre
conceived notions (as best I could) and view it objectively as possible allowing the intended narrative to develop itselfThis was an eye opener as Jesus became more beautiful and far more real than ever before along with clarifying many i
ssues I had previously had.
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Re: - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2018/10/9 17:45
Hi Fletcher: Maybe you don't want to converse with me on this, so I'll toss this out and see what you do with it.
The if's are not there because 'our free-will power has the final ace to play in this game of life', its there because the unre
generate and unlearned do not know that abiding is what brings fruit, obeying is what reveals love for Jesus, faith not hu
man capability avails to obtain the promises of God. But without the indwelling Spirit, none of those 'ifs' are even possibl
e. There is no way anyone can be obedient, operate in faith or bring forth spiritual fruit without the inworking God doing
what he calls us to do.
The unregenerate and the unlearned do not know this and therefore it is necessary to bring those 'ifs' to light.
But the if's are not meant to be the pivotal point on which a Christian lives out his life of faith, it's lived on the basis of bei
ng approved 'not if I am approved or when I am approved', its not 'if I am abiding" it's I now abide and now I bring forth fr
uit, its not if I obey, it's I am indwelt and filled with the Spirit, I will obey and I will do the will of God because God works in
me to will and do.
Living as a new covenant believer is about living in what we are, we have believed therefore we abide, we believe theref
ore we bare fruit, we do not live according to some 'initiation stage' or some 'potential stage' where eternal life, the power
of the Spirit and the kingdom of God are goals, we have these now as believers.
You know this, but you too have a narrative that mentally puts you outside of the covenant into a place where you respo
nd to the 'ifs' as though you were not in the covenant.
The earnest of our inheritance is not a 'trial offer', it is the investment God makes, not you, nor your will, but God who ha
s undertaken to save you to the uttermost. The Spirit of God takes you beyond 'ifs' into possessing the promises and se
eing and beholding Christ as not your potential savior, but as your actual right now Savior.

Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2018/10/9 21:02
Brother Marvin,
Thank you for offering an opportunity to correspond, and I meant no disrespect earlier by not engaging your posts. Itâ€
™s simply a time factor as the hurricane approaches there are lots of preparations, and work has been quite demanding
as well as having my kids out on fall break at home with my wife visiting family several states over and a death in my ext
ended family,... Iâ€™ve tried to keep my opportunities to be here on SI as focused as possible which resulted in me eng
aging brother David primarily. I did not mean to slight yourself or the other saints who contributed to this threadHaving said that, I do very much enjoy your posts and read them often, gleaning from the wisdom of a well seasoned sai
nt... even and especially when they differ from my own understandings.
In the most recent as well as one previous post of yours on this thread, I simply cannot accept the framework with which
you present your position as for me it misses the point Iâ€™m hoping to hilite. While they assuredly represent your pers
pective they are foreign to my ownIâ€™ll try to be succinct but thatâ€™s not my strong suit so Iâ€™ll limit my response to one aspect in hopes of isolating
the issue in a simple manner tho thatâ€™s not to say it doesnâ€™t permeate the whole lumpRegarding free will, (for me) the whole point of God equipping us with one is to give us the opportunity to choose to yield
it to Him, in faith. Much like a wife clearly has a choice regarding her husbands wishes, she can yeild or go her own way.
Notice she is married, which parallels our union with Christ or salvation- however if she is to be considered a â€œgood o
r faithful wifeâ€• she must yield her will, deferring to his. Likewise if we are to be considered â€œgood and faithful serva
nts/sonsâ€• we must yield our will, deferring to His. Hence the consistent analogies throughout the scriptures paralleling
the two.
Again (for me) here is the genius of Gods plan, as this presupposes active participation of each individual member as th
ey are not only connected to but in service of the head, which is Christ. This participation is moment to moment or glory t
o glory and the result is the two becoming one not only in purpose but also in intent. Much like a marriage where when b
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oth spouses are of one mind and wholeheartedly working together towards a single goal there is something resulting fro
m their union that I will call, emergent properties. Now there are many times that whole still very much married, the two a
re not one in purpose, intent or even objectives... yet they are still married. Gods faithfulness towards us is literally the st
uff of life, it is unquestionable and so He, knowing our frailty of character, constantly reminds us of His patience, mercy,
grace, etc so as to encourage us to not give up or give in but even when we do, He still supports us not leaving or forsak
ing us. Like a good husband would when his wife falls short. Now the matter in question, justification, is like unto marriag
e in that it is a deposit of not only intent but also ones most precious resource, ones life itself. However for this to be func
tional it has to be reciprocal meaning a choice to participate by both parties, else it is illegitimate. For God to force Himse
lf upon someone, disregarding their desire not to be in union with Him would be a form of rape,... this I cannot find the sli
ghtest evidence of in scripture. If it were there, I would accept it- full stop.
But time and time again we find where He is asking us to join Him, partaking of His divine nature and being transformed
by it. Jesus, for example, invites us to be yoked together with Him,... now for a yoke to work both parties have to not only
be working as one towards a single objective but also taking up the slack of the other, helping to displace any deficits by
the power of the union itself.
So the â€œifâ€• to which I refer is specifically to this end,... if we continue to stay yoked to Him, He promises to supply
all our needs but I find the scriptures to plainly state we can walk away... just like in a marriage a wife can, in spite of hav
ing good and loving husband, walk away. This doesnâ€™t mean the husband doesnâ€™t love his ex-wife but it does li
mit His access as for Him to impose himself upon her would, at that point, be criminal not only in intent but also in action.

I hope that helps to clarify my understanding and I do appreciate you reaching out and initiating correspondence, and pl
ease do know I meant no slight to you for not engaging you sooner.
Re: - posted by passerby, on: 2018/10/10 21:07
Post-conversion free will and active participation in repentance, justification, and abidance to the saving grace; is there a
ny difference?
Is justification a one time or a continuous deal.

Re: - posted by docs (), on: 2018/10/10 22:20
Justification is a one time event. At justification you don't get part of Christ's righteousness with the rest to come if you d
o and walk right. At justification you get all of Christ's righteousness - 100%. It's impossible to get less than 100%. Then i
mmediately good works begin to appear and the process of sanctification begins which lasts over a life time.
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2018/10/11 0:13
Passerby,
In my understanding, Justification (forgiveness of past sin) is a clearing of the slate so as to make an active relationship
with God possible. Itâ€™s (for me) the beginning of salvation but not an end in and of itself. Justification is to our relatio
nship with God as a wedding day is for a couple,... sure itâ€™s a big deal and very important, however itâ€™s just the b
eginning of what is supposed to be a lifelong endeavor- though Iâ€™m sure you know many donâ€™t make it to the en
dPersonally I believe that is why the scriptures employ so many different analogies; marriage, soldiers, athletes, farmers,
vinedressers, etc... as these are not only relatable to most anyone in any culture or age but they all share a common the
me of development/cultivation, growth/progression, devotion/endurance and of course fruit bearing/rewards. Again I beli
eve the Lord has presented Himself in this way to be approachable by all including children and not just the well learned
scholars. Everything in life works this way,... our bodies and creation itself works this way- itâ€™s readily apparent if we
want to see:)
Interestingly the â€œworldâ€• works quite differentlyTo be clear, the only part I see that we play in our justification at all is the accepting of what God has already done for (t
o our benefit) us through Christ Jesus,... much like a woman accepts the invitation to be wed and in an instant is transfor
med into a bride- but if being a bride is her primary objective, she has missed the point of being a wife;)
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Re: - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2018/10/11 9:38
Hi Fletcher: I have been praying for you and for the many who are suffering from Hurricane Michael.
I appreciate your reply in the midst of storms.
Rather than dissect your analogies or dice up the nuances within your metaphors it would be better it seems to address
specific texts.
What I will say up front, our understandings of God's grace extended to us in the form of Justification may appear a bit bl
urry to each of us, looking at the others grasp of God's goodness we end up disagreeing over some particulars in our un
derstandings but know good and well God has revealed to us his lovingkindness and given us great mercies and forgive
ness.
With some they intermix sanctification with justification so when analogy and metaphor decorate definition and explanati
on the dissenter gets entangled in nuances that really don't undermine the ones belief or validate the other.
For now, my concern is on other matters.
I praise God for men like you Fletcher.
Re: - posted by docs (), on: 2018/10/11 9:39
That's just about the way I see it JFW. Good description.
Thanks to everyone who has responded and shared.
It's noteworthy that in the Concordance only one word separates the words justification and righteousness. They are inti
mately connected with one another. If you have been made righteous in Christ it is because you have been justified. If y
ou are justified it is because you have been made righteous in Christ. And as I stated before, I don't believe one can be j
ustified by receiving less that 100% of Christ's righteousness. To receive less is an impossibility I would think.
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2018/10/11 10:12
Brother Marvin,
Thank you sooo much for your prayers!!! And your gracious mannerðŸ˜‡
They are very much appreciated as it indeed got a bit dicey during the storm, which was a first for my boys and my wife
whom arrived just before the stormThe Lord covered us as a hen does her chicks and we were well protected! Though we had a few roof leaks and have
been without power since yesterday around 3 pm and a substantial clean up in store, overall we faired quite well as man
y others have and are suffering greatly:(
please remember to lift them in prayer ðŸ™•ðŸ•»
In any case, I very much value the decorum shown by the saints contributing in this thread as unity (for me) doesnâ€™t
necessarily mean we agree 100%,... it means we, in spite of our differences, are united under/in the Lordship of Christ a
nd the fellowship of His Spirit :)

Re: - posted by Elibeth, on: 2018/10/11 15:02
Fletcher,
I, for another was concerned for you there in the storm,... and am very thankful that you and your family are alright.
I soo appreciate your voice here on SI, as well as others.
I have keeping up w/ this thread,...
Thought it a very deep, but good analogy about the wife, ...
God bless you there as you , I am sure, have so very much work to do.
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It was over- whelming after Katrina for us here.
â€”â€”â€”â€”â€”â™¥ï¸•
elizabeth
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