
Scriptures and Doctrine :: What is a Christian?

What is a Christian? - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2018/11/21 0:38

Question:

What is a Christian?

Re: What is a Christian? - posted by cup (), on: 2018/11/21 8:26
A Christian is a person who actually has the person of Christ living, abiding and dwelling within them.

A Christian is connected to Christ who is their Life and never ending unlimited supply of Love, Holiness, Faith, Righteous
ness, Peace and Joy. They now have the person of Christ living, dwelling and abiding within them and HE is now giving 
everything that is needed to experience His complete and full salvation. They are in COMPLETE UNION with Him. They 
no longer have to "do things" to get Him to work, to bless, to give them a sense of His presence. It is His life of ceaseles
s and infinite power, love, and holiness being imparted within them every second of every day. They are just a vessel, br
anch or container of God's Life within them.

This is not a doctrine, a concept, a teaching, an idea, a custom, a principle to embrace or follow. IT IS THE VERY PERS
ON OF CHRIST inside you NOW!!

A Christian has been one (truly united with God and Christ) by the work of God in Christ and not by anything he has don
e. 

A Christian has Christ within them and living as them. So they do NOT have a Christ who is heaven, or over there or bes
ide them. It is not even a Christ who is inside of them but lives in a separated compartment. NO! A Christian is so fully u
nited with Christ that there is NO separation between them because they are ONE.

Now I have the LIVING person of Christ Abiding, Living and Dwelling within me. I am one with Christ and Christ is one wi
th me. I abide in HIM and HE abides in ME. He is NOW my continuous and second by second living Savior. I am SAVE
D by His eternal LIFE that just keeps unfolding every moment. I have the river of Life that just keeps flowing within me o
utward to others.

My Jesus is alive, divine, and ascendant above everything else that exists and He lives in my heart. He is in me and fills 
every part of me full. I do not live alone. Everything I am is this Jesus, everything Jesus is fills me. Jesus is my Life; I hav
e no other life. I am infused and completely saturated with HIS LIFE.

Re: What is a Christian? - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2018/11/21 9:02
A Christian is a New Creation, born again, not of the will of man nor the flesh but of God, by the Spirit, born from above.
A Christian is a walking breathing miracle.
A result of "that which man could not do due to the weakness of his sinful flesh, God did..."

2 Corinthians 5 verse 17,18a: "Therefore if any man be in Christ he is a new creature, old things are passed away, behol
d all things are become new. And all things are of God Who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ..."
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Re:  - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2018/11/22 6:53

Hi Vern,
Amen!

Re:  - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2018/11/22 6:54

Hi William,
Amen!

Re: What is a Christian? - posted by dohzman (), on: 2018/11/22 12:07
And the disciplines were called Christians first in Antioch. Not the way we look at discipleship but more in line with The 
mindset of one from the Middle East. 

Re:  - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2018/11/22 17:15
Dear brother Miller,

Much appreciate if you can elaborate on what you wrote.

Blessings.

ADD:

Acts 11:26 -- â€¦â€¦â€¦.and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

A Christian is a disciple.  What is a disciple?

What distinguishes a Christian from a non-Christian?  Is it not his very life and walk and faith in Christ?

Re: What is a Christian? - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2018/11/22 20:55
Acts 26:28 â€“
Agrippa replied to Paul, "In a short time you will persuade me ((((( to become a Christian )))))."

Verse 29 â€“
And Paul said, "I would wish to God, that whether in a short or long time, not only you, but also all who hear me this day,
might ((((( become such as I am ))))), except for these chains."

What is a Christian?  To become such as Paul was.

This is the heart of Paulâ€™s Christianity:
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(1)
Transferred from the domain of darkness to the kingdom of Godâ€™s beloved Son.

Acts 26:17-18 â€“
â€¦â€¦â€¦ I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Sat
an to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith i
n Me.

Col. 1:13-14 â€“
For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we hav
e redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

(2)
A new creation in Christ Jesus

2 Cor. 5:17 (Berean Literal Bible) â€“
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away; behold, the new has come into 
being.

Ezek. 36:26-27 --
Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 
and give you a heart of flesh.  I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful 
to observe My ordinances.

John 3:5-7 â€“
Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not be amazed that I said to
you, 'You must be born again.'â€•

(3)
No longer I who live but Christ lives in me through the Holy Spirit who indwells me

1 Cor. 3:16 â€“
Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

John 14:16 â€“
I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  that is the Spirit of truth, who
m the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you a
nd will be in you.

John 14:20 â€“
In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.

Gal. 2:20 â€“
I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the fl
esh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

2 Cor. 6:16 â€“
For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I 
WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.â€•

Eph. 2:22  (Berean Study Bible) â€“
And in Him you too are being built together into a dwelling place for God in His Spirit.

2 Cor.13:5 -
Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus C
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hrist is in you, except ye be reprobates?

(4)
That I may gain Christ

Phil. 3:7-11 â€“
But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  
More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,
and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,
that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His deat
h;
in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

(5)
Filled up to all the fullness of God in Christ

Eph. 3:17-19 â€“
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to co
mprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which s
urpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.

John 1:16 â€“
For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.

Gal. 4:19 â€“
My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you--

Eph. 4:13 â€“
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of th
e stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

(6)
Not yet perfect but pressing on to lay hold

Phil. 3:12
Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which 
also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.

(7)
Christ in us, the hope of glory

Col. 1:26-27 â€“
that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His sai
nts, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Chris
t in you, the hope of glory.

2 Thess. 2:14 â€“
It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Re:  - posted by dohzman (), on: 2018/11/23 22:33
Today we say a little prayer and it done. Not back than. A disciple was one who completely abandoned his entire life to f
ollow and become like his master/teacher. He would memorize not only the words spoken , but how they were spoken , 
every jesture every pause , in every way the disciple would completely lose themselves and become as close as possibl
e a mirror reflection of his master. Throw in the mix the call to take up the cross and now you have a disciple.  The script
ure you noted was a good biblical foundation. Christians are in every way to be little Christs in this world, in word and de
ed a mirror reflection of Him.

Re:  - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2018/11/24 1:55
Was it by their own might and power or by the Holy Spirit?

Was theirs a house of prayer?

Is it by faith that we will see the glory of God?  --  John 11:40

Is it impossible with men and it is only with God that these things are possible?

ADD:

 "The scripture you noted was a good biblical foundation."

What do you build on this "good biblical foundation"?

ADD:

I am already the house for Christ to live in.  I must now fill every room in the house (that is, every part of me) with the tre
asures of Christ -- His life, His love, His holiness, His righteousness, His wisdom and all His riches which are unimagina
ble. Not by my own might or power but by the Holy Spirit. And all by grace through faith.

2 Cor. 3:14 --
But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image f
rom glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

1 Cor. 1:9-10 â€“
but just as it is written, "THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT E
NTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."  
For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

ADD

Are we to follow the mindset of one from the Middle East OR have the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16)??
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Re: Proof of Discipleship - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2018/11/24 8:39

Disciples are those who glorify God the Father by bearing much fruit.

John 15:8 â€“
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.

We can only bear much fruit by abiding in Christ and Christ in us.

John 15:5 â€“
I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can d
o nothing.

Therefore, disciples are those who are abiding in Christ and Christ in them.

Re:  - posted by dohzman (), on: 2018/11/24 17:10
by this shall all men know that you are my disciples, by the love you have one toward another. Just to add to your descri
ption.

Re:  - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2018/11/24 19:47
The love that we must have is not fallen human love that  falls short and fails.   The love that we must have in us is that 
Divine Love with which the Father loves the Son.

John 17:26 â€“
and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in
them, and I in them.

Only God can give us His Love.  It is not in man and cannot be produced by any work of man.  It is the fruit of the Holy S
pirit who dwells in us.

Gal. 5:22-23 â€“
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law.

When we are abiding in Christ and Christ in us, Godâ€™s own Life and Love will flow into us and fill us just as the life an
d goodness flows unceasingly from the vine into the branch and fills up the branch.

ADD:

Therefore, disciples are those who are abiding in Christ and Christ in them and by this union with Christ are producing th
e fruit of Divine Love through the agency of the indwelling Holy Spirit .

1 John 4:7 --
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
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Re:  - posted by passerby, on: 2018/11/26 9:36
John 1:12-13

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,

who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

Being a christian does not mean sinless perfection, but a child of God naturally desires to clear away from sin. 

Although not attainable in our mortal bodies, yet we strive, aim, and repent toward perfection. We are continually purged
of sins and ungodly character.

We may stumble and get sidetracked but we keep gravitating back to the grace of God unto our final redemption.

Re:  - posted by TMK (), on: 2018/11/26 14:27
And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church 
and taught a great many people. And the **disciples** were first called **Christians** in Antioch.
Acts 11:26 

Re: actually  - posted by dohzman (), on: 2018/11/26 17:37
Actually in Jn 13:35 the Greek usage the the word love is used as brotherly love and denotes an action on our part, a vol
ition of our will to actively walk or do love.

I think what I see so much in the Pentecostal/charismatic movement is people wanting The Holy Spirit to do for/through t
hem what God wants them to do and is inherent in all human beings. That little thing called Choice. 

Re:  - posted by passerby, on: 2018/11/26 18:10
If someone who claims to be a christian and yet he does not forsake sin nor honor God, then no doctrine will save him.

Re:  - posted by passerby, on: 2018/11/26 18:36
Don't let any doctrine about choice or freewill stand before us and the Lord. Let's just do what the bible tells us to do. 

We will be accountable for whatever choices and actions we did. No one is perfect, so let's keep our hearts repentant an
d ourselves fully dependent on the grace of God.

Re: Jn 13:35 love=AGAPE - posted by cup (), on: 2018/11/26 18:55
God Himself is the ONLY source of AGAPE. Unless a person is indwelt by AGAPE he could never express it. That is im
possible. God abides in the Christian and the Christian abides in God. God is love and the Christian abides in love. This 
is a LIVING and active love that never ceases and just keeps unfolding.

Re:  - posted by dohzman (), on: 2018/11/26 22:07
Greek is pretty exacting, there are I believe 4 different meanings for agape, the type you rendered here isnâ€™t what yo
u think it is. In that scripture itâ€™s more in line with brotherly love. Regardless Iâ€™m not here to parse languages and
on this subject let it mean to you what ever you want it to mean.  I donâ€™t have the energy or patience to argue over w
ords. 

Re: Dohzman - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2018/11/26 23:32
What is the role of the Holy Spirit in your Christian life?

Do we not love one another out of the love of God that is poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5)?

Is brotherly love of man or of God?

ADD:
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John 15:9 --
Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love.

Verse 12 --
This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.

Can you do this commandment without God's own love reigning in your heart?

Re: What is a Christian? - posted by JFW (), on: 2018/11/26 23:57
Anyone who is in fellowship with God,... 
this literally occurs in Christ 
(made possible by Jesus/cross)
by way of Holy Spirit - abiding/keeping step with 

Mostly what â€œchristiansâ€• do is flesh/religious ritual activity 
but no flesh shall enter the kingdom...
The Kingdom is the place of fellowship with or knowing God/King of creation 
most everything else gets wiped out in Matt 7:21-23

A Christian responds to the Father in faith, not to the situation in flesh 

What is the meaning of agape love? - posted by cup (), on: 2018/11/27 7:34
Agape, and its verb form agapao, is one of the several Greek words for love. The Bible also mentions phileo, or
brotherly love, and refers to eros, erotic love. The Greeks also spoke of storge, which is a love between family members.

Agape (Ancient Greek á¼€Î³Î¬Ï€Î·, agapÄ“) is a Greco-Christian term referring to love, "the highest form of love, charity"
and "the love of God for man and of man for God". The word is not to be confused with philia, brotherly love, as it embra
ces a universal, unconditional love that transcends and persists regardless of circumstance.

Within Christianity, agape is the love originating from God or Christ for mankind. God is love - He is agape.

Re:  - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2018/11/27 9:38

Going away for a week.  Will resume posting when I return.

Re: What is the meaning of agape love? - posted by dohzman (), on: 2018/11/28 20:35
went to a Greek professor and agapao was as you all say. i stand corrected.  At least none of us lost our salvation over t
his, my apologies if it caused confusion or offense. 

Re: Agape Love - posted by cup (), on: 2018/11/29 10:59
No problem! Thanks for accepting correction.
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Re:  - posted by deltadom (), on: 2018/12/1 10:19
As being an evangelist is is important knowing the gospel a Christian is one who follows Jesus the Messiah of Nazareth 

Believing that it is not by works get us into heaven only the fact that Jesus simply died for our sin and that if we believe i
n him he will save us from eternal hell 

We also believe as Christian in doctrines such as 
Sola scriptua , sola fida and sola gratis 
By faith alone , scripture alone and by grace alone 

We believe that Jesus is both fully God and fully man 
We believe in doctrines such as the trinity 
We believe the bible is the word of God from genesis to revelation. 

There are certain fundemental doctrines that make us different from say hindues , Muslims , Jehovahs witnesses , catho
lics 

Like Muslims follow the Qur'an we follow the bible compared to the Hindus follow the vadas , Bhaveh gitta and atheists d
o not believe in God 

There are certain beliefs to you have to say differ you from a mormans or catholics

Are beliefs as christians should not only be grounded both spiritually and intellectually as a mormans can say they are C
hristians but they believe completely different things  

Christ LIVES within you! - posted by cup (), on: 2018/12/1 12:04
Test yourselves! You know, don't you, that Jesus the Messiah lives in you? 2 Cor. 13:15

That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith.â€”Ephesians 3:17

â€œChrist in you, the hope of glory.â€•â€”Colossians 1:27

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Col 3:4

Re: Christ LIVES within you! - posted by deltadom (), on: 2018/12/1 17:01
The word Christ means Messiah 

Re: Brother Dominic - posted by JFW (), on: 2018/12/1 17:45
You make a good point... lots of people groups with conflicting/incompatible doctrines claim to be â€œChristiansâ€•- an
d perhaps this is why our sister started the thread...?
 So hereâ€™s a complimentary question; 
Can a person be in fellowship with God and not be a Christian, or can a person be a Christian without being in fellowship
with God?

Re:  - posted by deltadom (), on: 2018/12/1 18:08
Is it more to ask which God a man could be in fellowship with God but if it is not the God of the bible or the Jesus of the 
bible 

As Christians we follow Christ which is the Hebrew word for Messiah. 

Historical Christianity has laid down certain doctrines that define what a Christian is , the bible essentially does .

You cannot follow say Allah and be a Christian 
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The bible defines what are God is and the bible defines who Jesus of Nazareth is as he is both fully God and fully man 

A Christian it is essence has to believe the gospel that Jesus died for our sins and it is by faith we are saved not works. 

To me there are many movements such as bethel which to me pit themselves outside historical Christianity because of t
here believes on who Jesus is and like the mormans redefine who Jesus is. 

When you have read say Walter Martins book on the kingdom of the cults or books on what other faiths such as Islam b
elieve 

Are beliefs as christians are important 

When you ask the question can a Christian be in fellowship with God can be a Christian , I ask the question what is the g
od they believe in , if it is the god laid down in scripture then I would say yes but no otherwise as not believing in God wo
uld make you an atheist . 

Re:  - posted by JFW (), on: 2018/12/1 18:31
In my understanding, there canâ€™t be fellowship with God without Holy Spirit... so that excludes all those groups, no?

Re:  - posted by deltadom (), on: 2018/12/2 5:13
What we define the holy spirit as is also important mormans if you ask them whether mormanism is true ask for a burnin
g in the bosom as we define the nature of the work of the holy spirit as a third person in the trinity and not as a force 

The biblical definition of what the holy spirit is as there are many spirits out there calling themselves the holy spirit but ar
en't 
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