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What agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell
in them and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.-2 COR.vi.16.
We have here an answer to the question, How is God going to be my God? Am I to regard Him as a great and Almighty
and distant God, outside of me and separate from me in the heaven above, from whom I am from time to time to have a
little help? That is what many Christians think, and it is owing to this thought of God that they experience so little of His r
eal presence and power. No, this thought of God is only the beginning of true faith in Him. As we learn to know Scriptur
e better, and the deep need of our heart, and the wonderful love of God that longs to enter completely into us, we learn t
hat there is something better. The question, How is God going to be my God? finds its answer in the words I have just re
ad. â€œGod hath said, I will dwell in them, and I will be their God.â€• That is Godâ€™s answer to your question.
And what a wonderful answer it is. You know what a difference there is between the things that surround us and force th
emselves on our notice and occupy us, but which we never give place in our heart, and others that enter into us and tak
e possession of our very life. A mother has a place for the child in her heart - it lives there. The gold of a miser has his h
eart, with all its love and hope. How little we think that our heart was actually created that God might dwell there, that He
might show forth His life and love there, and that there our love and joy might be in Him alone. How little we know that ju
st as naturally we have the love of parents or children filling our heart and making us happy, we can have the living God,
for whom the heart was made, dwelling there and filling it with His own goodness and blessedness. This is my message
this evening: God wants your heart; if you give it Him, He will dwell in it.
You heard what was said this afternoon about God, and what He was to the Psalmist, in Ps.xlii. and xliii., as he calls Him
, â€œthe end of my life, the God of my strength, end of my exceeding joy, and my end.â€• But how is God to be the stre
ngth of my life and my God? In no other way but by coming into my life with His divine life, and so filling it with His Almig
hty strength- then He is the strength of my life. With His holy life and love. He comes into my heart, the very seat and ce
ntre of my life, and acts within me as my God, working out my life for me. He makes divinely and blessedly true what is
written here: â€œGod hath said, I will dwell in them, and so I will be their God.â€•
Do you think it would make a wonderful difference in our life if we really believe this, and in believing received the blessi
ng it speaks of? What a holy awe there would be in us. And what tender fear lest we should hurt or grieve this holy, lovin
g God. What a longing would be awakened- I want to know how to walk with this God and have full communion with Him
. And what a bright confidence: now my God has come to dwell in me, I need fear no more that I shall not have His pres
ence, or that He will not do for me and in all that I need.
I want to speak to you very simply about this wonderful indwelling, and to give a few thoughts that may help you to see h
ow it is the very essence of true Christianity the very thing man as a sinner needed to have restored to him, and the very
thing Christ Jesus came to give.
And let me say in the first place, that it was for nothing less, and nothing else, than this indwelling that man was created
by God. Have you ever wondered why God created man at all? The reason was this. God brought creatures into existen
ce that He might show forth and impart His own divine goodness and glory to them in a creaturely fashion, so that they,
as far as they were capable of it, might share with Him His divine perfections and blessings. And He specially created m
an in His own image and likeness, that in him He might show how the Life of God could dwell in the human creature, an
d gradually fit him and lift him up for dwelling with God and in God through eternity. Godâ€™s love said: in his measure,
I want man to be as holy and as good and as blessed as I am. I cannot give him the holiness or blessedness apart from
Myself, but I can and will dwell in him, in the inmost depths of his life, and be to him his goodness and his strength. Yes,
this was the glory of the divine creating love -â€“God wanted to give man all He had Himself â€“ God gave Himself to be
his life and joy.
In no other possible way could God do this but by dwelling in him. Just as an oil lamp has its light inside, and through the
globe gives light all around, so the God of love created man that He might be within him the light of his life. This was to b
e manâ€™s dignity and his blessedness, that in and through him all the glories of the blessed God should ever be shinin
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g out before the universe. Our whole nature, will and affections, and powers, were all to be the vessel to receive and hol
d and overflow with the blessed fulness of the life of God in us. And it was to be manâ€™s high perogative and privilege
just to offer and yield himself to God in the consciousness of this holy partnership. What God was in Himself in heaven, li
ving out His own life there, that He was to be on earth in and through man, living out His own life and truly in heaven. Oh
! the glory and the bliss of being a man! Glory to God for our creation.
But now, look next in the light of this blessed truth, I will dwell in them, at what sin has done. God had made man to be H
is home, His temple, where His presence, His will would be all in all. It is of this indwelling that sin has robbed both God
and us. The temptation with which Satan came to man in Paradise really meant this â€“ would he with his whole heart yi
eld to God as Father and doing His will alone? Or would he not do his own will, and let self rule as master in his own hou
se? Alas! that fatal choice. God was dethroned and cast out of His temple, and self sat upon the throne. Just as really as
in later days the image of an idol was set up in the very home that God had caused to be built for us Himself, so self was
enthroned in the seat of God. The description of the man of sin, when he is fully revealed come to full maturity, â€œwho
opposeth and exalteth himself about all that is called God, or that is worshipped, so that he as God sitteth in the temple
of God and showeth himself that he is God,â€• is the true self at every stage and in every state: self sits in the temple of
God as God. All the sin of heathendom - and how awful it is â€“ and all the sin of Christendom â€“ no less terrible! - is b
ut the outgrowth of that one root â€“ God dethroned, self enthroned, in the heart of man. All the sin and sorrow of the life
of each one of us has been nothing but this: you were not what you were created to be â€“ you had not God dwelling in
your heart to fill it with His life and peace and love. I can with confidence ask any man here, Would you be content to ha
ve all filthy reptiles and animals occupy your houses along with yourselves? Would you allow other people to be masters
of your home you dwell in? You never would. And yet, alas! you allow so much else to occupy the heart and have the pl
ace God alone is meant to have. And so many are quite unconscious of it. We come to-night with the message: let there
be an end of all this desecration of Godâ€™s temple. God asks your whole heart for Himself â€“ oh! let it be given to Hi
m.
A third thought is, in the light of this indwelling of God, look at Christâ€™s work of redemption. What was the object of C
hristâ€™s coming from Heaven? It was to show us the possibility and blessedness of being a man with God living His lif
e in Him. We teach children by means of pictures and models. When Godâ€™s Son became man, He lived a perfect hu
man life â€“ â€œmade like us in all thingsâ€• â€“ and told us it was by the power of the Father dwelling in Him. â€œI do
nothing of Myself â€“ the Father in Me doeth the work.â€• Here is no question of abstract thought or deep theology â€“ h
ere is a true man, sleeping, hungering, wearied, tempted, weeping, suffering like ourselves, telling us that the Father dw
ells in Him, and that this is the secret of His perfect blessed life. He felt it all just as we feel it, but He could do and bear a
ll because the Father was in Him. He showed us how a man can live, and how He would enable us to live.
When He had done this in His life, He died that He might deliver us from the power of sin, and open up the way for us to
return to God. On the cross He proved that a man in whom God dwells will be ready to suffer anything and to give his lif
e even to the death, that he may enter into the fulness of the life of God. When sin entered, man lost the life of God dwel
ling in him, and became dead to it. There was no way for man to be freed from the life of sin but by dying to it. Christ die
d to sin, that He might take up into His fellowship and that we too might be dead to sin, and live unto God and His own lif
e. And so He won back for us the life man had been created for, with God dwelling in him, by giving to us His life, the ver
y life He had lived. As He spake, â€œAs Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they may be one with us.â€•
Oh! my beloved fellow Christians, this is the salvation Christ has won for us: a deliverance from self by a death to it in th
e death of the cross; a restoration to the life we were created for, with our heart a home for God.
And how now are we to become partakers of this salvation? Look once again in the light of this blessed truth of the divin
e indwelling at Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit. Have you realised what the meaning is of Godâ€™s sending
the Holy Spirit into our hearts? It is nothing less than this â€“ Christ who had been with the disciples on earth, but not in t
hem, came back to them in the Spirit, now to dwell in them just as He had before dwelt with them. All that we read of the
wonderous change that came over the disciples â€“ their selfishness changed into love, their pride into humility, their fea
r of suffering into boldness and joy, their unbelief into fulness of faith, their feebleness into power â€“ as owing to this on
e thing â€“ the glorified Christ had come to dwell within them as their life. That was the joy of Pentecost in heaven: God r
egained possession of His temple, and could now again dwell in men as He had meant of which Christ had said that it s
hould be broken down, was the temple of His body, in its connection with our sin laid upon Him. The temple He was to b
uild in three days was His resurrection body, with its holy, heavenly life. In union with it we are now the temple of the livin
g God. The Holy Spirit takes possession in the name of the Three-One God; and the Father and the Son come to make
abode with us.

Page 2/17

Articles and Sermons :: The Indwelling of God - by Andrew Murray

When we look at the great promise â€“ â€œI will dwell in themâ€• â€“ and its fulfilment at Pentecost, we are reminded of
the great difference between the preparatory working of the Spirit in conversion and regeneration, and His Pentecostal i
ndwelling. The former every Christian must have: without that there is no life. The life may be feeble and sickly, still wher
e there is life, it is the Spiritâ€™s working. But that is only to prepare the temple. Pentecost is the glory of God filling the
temple, God coming to abide. Let us believe that the promise can and will be fulfilled.
One more thought. In the light of our text look at the state of the Church of Christ. How many believers there are of who
m one would never say that their hearts are a temple that God has cleansed, and where He dwells. How much there is o
f coldness and worldliness, and selfishness and sin, and inconsistency of profession, that makes one sometimes doubt
whether there are Christians at all. The state of Christâ€™s Church is sad indeed. How little zeal for Godâ€™s honour,
delight in His fellowship, devotion to His service and kingdom, how little of a life in the power of the Holy Spirit. It surely
manifests that promise â€œI will dwell in themâ€• has never been understood, or believed, or claimed by a large majorit
y of Christians.
Let me ask, Have you claimed it? Do you seek to live it out? If not, the one great object of our Convention is to set befor
e you this blessed life to which God has redeemed you, to urge and to help you to enter upon it and walk in it.
Need I tell you what the way is. Begin by confessing how little you have even sought to live as Godâ€™s temple. Think
of how it must have grieved the love of your Father, that after all He had done through His Son and the Spirit to get His a
bode again, you have cared so little to know about it or seek for it. Confess, too, your helplessness. You have tried to be
better than you are, and you have failed. You must fail, until you receive His word that nothing less is needed, nothing le
ss is offered, than that God Himself become the strength of your life.
Set your heart upon the blessing. You know how desire is the great moving power of the world. Fix your desire upon this
divine, this wonderous grace: â€œI will dwell in them.â€• Let no thought of your unworthiness or feebleness discourage
you. Here is something that is impossible with man: but with God it is possible. He can and will fulfil His promise. Let it b
ecome the one desire of your heart. Understand that this is the salvation the Holy Spirit brings you as soon as you are re
ady to give up all for it. As soon as the heart is ready to lose all, to be emptied of all, to be cleansed of all that is of self or
nature, the promise will surely be fulfilled â€“ â€œI will dwell in them, and I will be their God.â€•
â€œWherefore,â€• hear now the words that follow immediately on my text: â€œWherefore come out from among them
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you.â€• Come out from all that is o
f the world and a worldly religion, from all that is inconsistent with the holy privilege of being Godâ€™s holy temple and d
welling. Come out and be separate, take your stand as one who is going to live a life different from the crowd around yo
u, be separate unto God and His will. â€œAnd touch not the unclean thingâ€• â€“ be as a cleansed temple where nothin
g that defiles in the very least may enter â€“ be wholly for God and holy to God â€“ and He will make His word good: â€
œI will dwell in you.â€• He Himself will reveal and impart and maintain within you all that the promise means.
Believer! will you accept of this full salvation? Will you do it now? I pray you, reject not this wonderful love. Oh! let your G
od have you, to satisfy His love and yours by dwelling in you. This moment accept it, and you can trust Him to work it in
you. Amen.
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CALCULATED TO REVOLUTIONIZE â€“
Excellent sermon by Major Ian Thomas that is in line with Andrew Murrayâ€™s message on the indwelling of God.
http://followthelamb.net/27/SID27654.mp3
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Jesus Christ in You -- by Andrew Murray - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2019/5/30 23:22
The words from which I wish to speak to you this evening, will take us back to the subject that we had last night. It is one
of such deep importance â€“ the indwelling of God â€“ one to which believers are in many cases so unaccustomed, and
one which, even when its truth is accepted, cannot be apprehended in its fulness all at once, that it may be well to come
back to it again. My text is 2 Cor. Xiii. 5: â€œExamine yourselves whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.
Know ye not your own selves how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?â€•
Every thoughtful Bible-reader knows that the state of the Corinthian Church was a very sad one. There were terrible sins
among them, and both epistles are full of sorrow and reproof. At the close of the second epistle, Paul sums up all his
pleadings in this one question! Do you not know? I fear you do not, or you would live differently; do you not know that if
you are not entirely reprobate, Jesus Christ is in you? Even as the text of last night, the words teach us that the great
truth that will lift a Christian out of sin and sloth is the promise of Godâ€™s indwelling, the consciousness that Jesus
Christ is in us.
Know ye not your own selves? Every Christian needs to know himself. Not only his own sinfulness and helplessness,
but much more, the divine miracle that has taken place within him and made him the temple and dwelling of the
three-one God. Do learn above everything to know your own selves, that Jesus Christ is in you. There are in every
Christian community numbers who are living a low and feeble life, without joy or power over sin, or influence to bless
others. To all such the message of Paul comes; pause and listen, and take in the wonderous thought, that will be to you
both the motive and the power to an entirely new life: Christ is in you. If you but learn to believe this, and to give away to
it, and to yield yourself to Him, He will do His mighty saving work in you.
You see how we here get at once to the two great questions that occupy us at a Convention like this. The one is, How is
it that so many Christians fail? To this the answer comes: They do not know aright that Jesus Christ is in them. Not one
of us could live a worldly life, could give way to pride and selfishness and temper, could so grieve the Holy Spirit of God,
if he knew, indeed, that Jesus Christ was in him. The effect of this knowledge would be simply wonderful. On the one ha
nd, it would solemnise and humble, and draw man to say: I cannot bear the thought of grieving the Christ within me. On t
he other hand, it would encourage and strengthen him to say: Praise God I have Jesus Christ within me, He will live my l
ife for me. May God bring us to the confession of how much we have lost because we lacked this faith, and teach us to p
ray much that from moment to moment our life may be: Jesus Christ in us.
Then comes the other question. If I find that I have not known and lived this life, am I ready to say to-night: Henceforth, b
y the grace of God, I will. I can rest content with nothing less than the full experience, Jesus Christ is in me? Let us but
come in deep poverty and emptiness: He who did the work for us so perfectly on Calvary undertakes to do it in our heart
s too. May God by the Holy Spirit, reveal to each of us all the He means us to enjoy. I noticed in our meeting this afterno
on many young people: I want to speak as simply as possible, so as to help the very youngest Christian to some right ap
prehension of this blessed life that God has prepared for us. I want to answer some of the questions that may have sugg
ested themselves last night to those to whom this indwelling of God appears something too high and strange. Let us liste
n in the faith that God Himself will teach us.
Let me say, in the first place, if you would know the power of this life: Believe in and accept the indwelling Christ. Let me
ask you the question: Do you fully and truly believer in the indwelling Christ? You do believe in an incarnate Christ. Whe
n the name of Christ is mentioned, you at once think of One who was born a little babe at Bethlehem, who took our natur
e upon Him and lived as a man upon the earth. That thought is inseparable from your faith in Him. You believe, too, in th
e crucified Christ, dying on Calvary for our sins. You believe, too, in the risen Saviour, one who lives for evermore. And y
ou believe in the glorified Lord, now sitting on the throne of heaven. But do you believe as definitely â€“ as naturally â€“ i
n the indwelling Christ? Have you made that one of the articles of your faith, as really as you believe in Christ incarnate
or Christ crucified? It is only as the truth is accepted and held that the others can really profit. The experience of the love
and the saving power of our incarnate, crucified, glorified Lord depends entirely upon His indwelling in us to reveal His pr
esence and to do His work. If you find you life feeble or sickly, you may be assured that it is because you do not know th
at Jesus Christ is in you. Do come to-night and begin at once to say: I want with my whole heart to get possessed of this
wonderful knowledge, not as a doctrine, but as an experience; Jesus Christ is in me. Begin to believe it at once. Accept
of Him, even now, as an indwelling Saviour. Day by day be content with nothing less than the blessed consciousness of
His indwelling presence. He loves to reveal Himself.
I said last night, speaking of Godâ€™s indwelling, that a man always, to some extent, makes his home the expression of
his tastes and character. Even so the Lord Jesus brings the heart which accepts and trusts Him to dwell within, into sym
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pathy and harmony with Himself. And if you ask what the influence is He will exert, the answer is not difficult: He becom
es your life, all your thoughts and tempers and dispositions and actions, will have His life and spirit breathing in them. O
h, Christians who have never yet known yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you, believe in Him, accept Him even now as t
he indwelling Christ.
A second thought: When you accept Christ to dwell in you, be sure and accept the whole Christ. There are some people
who long for the indwelling Christ, but think of Him chiefly as one who comes to comfort and make glad, to bring peace a
nd joy, but who do not accept of him in all his characters and offices. Beware of being content with only half of Christ; se
e to it that you have the whole Christ. There are people who accept of Christ as a priest to atone for their sins, but do not
yield to His rule as king; they never think of giving up their own will wholly and entirely to Him. They come to Christ for h
appiness but not for holiness. They trust in the work He has done for them; they do not surrender themselves to Him for
the work He is to do in them. They speak of the forgiveness of sins, but of the cleansing from all unrighteousness they k
now little. They have not accepted a whole Christ, the Saviour from the power as much as from the guilt of sin.
Let me urge you to make a study of this. As you read of the life of Christ on earth, take every trait of that holy character,
as the will of God concerning you. Study His holy humility and meekness, and say, this is the Christ who dwells in me. L
ook upon His deep dependence upon the Father, and the perfect surrender of His will to do only what pleased the Fathe
r, and say, I have yielded myself that my indwelling Lord may work this in me too. As you gaze upon Him as the crucified
One, think not only of the Cross in its atonement, as the means of propitiation for your sin, but of its fellowship, as the m
eans of victory over sin. Beware of only saying, Christ crucified for me, ever; say too, I am crucified with Christ. The one
thing for which He lives in you is to breathe His own likeness into your nature, to impart to you His own crucifixion spirit, t
hat blessed disposition that made His sacrifice so well pleasing to the Father. Do accept the whole Christ as dwelling in
you.
Especially, do not forget that the Christ who is in you is the loving One, the Servant and the Saviour of the lost. This is th
e chief mark and glory of the Son of God: that He lived and died, not for Himself, but for others. When He comes to dwell
in you, He cannot change His nature; it is the crucified, redeeming Love of God has taken possession of you. Yield your
self to Him that He may breathe into you His own love for souls, His own willingness to give up all, that they may be sav
ed, His own faith in Godâ€™s almighty conquering grace. Do accept a whole Christ, a Saviour from all sin and selfishne
ss, a Saviour, not only for yourself, but for all around you.
My third thought. If you accept the whole Christ accept Him with the whole heart. Nothing less than this can satisfy God,
can secure Christâ€™s full indwelling, can give our heart rest. This was what even the Old Testament demanded: â€œT
hou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy strength.â€• To it alone the promise is given, Blessed a
re they which seek Him with their whole heart. The old saints made confession: I have sought Thee with my whole heart.
How can we think that this wonderous New Testament blessing, Jesus Christ, the whole Christ, in us, can be known in p
ower, unless the whole heart be given Him.
With the whole heart â€“ what does that mean? First of all, the heart means love and affection. Our relationship to Christ
must not only be that of trust in His help and devotion to His service, but one of intense personal attachment. His heart t
oward us is all love; His work was and is nothing but the revelation of infinite love and tenderness; and nothing but love
on our part can be the proof that we have really accepted and known His love. When Peter had denied Christ, his restor
ation to Christâ€™s favour and to his place as the shepherd of Christâ€™s flock, all hinged on his answer to the thrice-r
epeated question, Lovest thou Me? Do not let us think that it is only for women and children, or for mystics and saints, to
speak the language of tender, fervent love to the Saviour. If we accept him with the whole heart, let us cultivate an inten
se personal love. Let us not hesitate to say often, Thou knowest that I love Thee. The heart means love, and the whole h
eart means love with all our strength.
Then the heart also means the will. Accept Christ with the whole heart â€“ that is to say, give up your will entirely and ab
solutely to Him. Say to yourself that it is a settled thing that never in anything are you to seek your own will. In things gre
at and small, in decisions of supreme importance, in the most apparently insignificant questions of daily life, live as one
who only exists that the will of God and of Christ may be carried out in him. It was to do Godâ€™s will that Christ came f
rom heaven. It is to do Godâ€™s will in you that He has entered you heart. Beware of hindering or grieving Him in this H
is blessed work. People sometimes ask: Did not God give us a will for us to use? Is it not this manâ€™s nobility that he
has a will? How can you ask us to give up that will so entirely and absolutely to God? What misunderstanding the questi
on implies. God gave us a will that with it we might intelligently will what He wills. It is no degradation to a child to give up
his will to be guided by that of a wise and loving father. So it is manâ€™s highest dignity to find out and accept and delig
ht in the perfect will of God. Accept Christ with the whole heart and a perfect will; count it your true and only blessedness
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to let Him breathe and work all Godâ€™s will in you. The whole heart means the whole will given up. Never my own will
in anything; let that be the decision with which you bow to let His will rule. And let every sense of difficulty and feeblenes
s only urge you afresh to believe that there is but one way of having your desire fulfilled â€“ accepting Jesus Christ withi
n you as an indwelling Saviour, the living, inspiring power that breathes through all your will. You can have just as much
of Christ as you give of yourself to Him: the whole heart can have the whole Christ.
At a meeting of the speakers this afternoon the conversation and prayer, we were asking what is needed to make our C
onvention a blessing. One said that there seldom was much blessing until there had first come a great breaking down an
d Christians had been brought to feel how much there is wanting in their life. In England, at Keswick, last year, I heard te
ll of Conventions where Christians were so convicted of the evil and the shame of their Christian life, that as they left the
meeting they hardly dared to speak, and felt driven to go to God and make confession. This is what we need; what we c
annot give ourselves; what God can work in us. When once we begin to see that, just as it is a matter of shame and hu
miliation when a wife has been unfaithful to the husband to whom she had pledged her whole heart, the thought that we
have been guilty of withholding from God that undivided love to which, as the all-glorious One, our Creator, and our Red
eemer, He had such perfect right, ought to bow us in the very dust, then the sense of not having given the whole heart to
Christ will become unbearable. As we make confession that we have not given God His glory, that we have sought our o
wn will and honour and pleasure, that we have given self and the world a place in the heart where Christ wanted to dwell
alone, Godâ€™s Holy Spirit can so show us the sinfulness of our Christian life, as to leave us no rest until we have said
with full purpose, and the assurance of divine approval: I accept the whole Christ with my whole heart.
Now comes the fourth thought: Count upon the indwelling Christ to do all in your heart that needs to be done. In a verse
just preceding our text, Paul says: â€œYe seek for a proof of Christ speaking in me.â€• It was not only Christ living in hi
m, but Christ acting and speaking through him, they looked for. The Corinthians were justified in that expectation. And s
o when Christ comes in to take possession, He will by His Spirit, do within us what we cannot do. He will make you what
God would have you be â€“ conformable to the image of His Son. It is utterly vain for us to think of following Christâ€™s
steps or imitating His example, or copying His life, by any effort of ours. Jesus lived upon earth a human life that He mig
ht show us what the life is we are to live. But what folly for us to think now we are Christians, that we can or shall approa
ch to anything like His life. It is impossible. We are, indeed, called to it. It is our first duty. But it can only be if we let Hims
elf live that life in us. The life of Christ is altogether too high and too divine for us to reproduce. It is His own life, and only
His. But He will live it out in us. You would fain be humble, or patient or gentle. How often have you prayed and struggle
d, but all in vain. You sought for a humility here on earth, in yourself, something like that which He, as God, brought from
heaven. What folly. Oh, learn to cease from self and its efforts. Turn inwards; let faith be occupied with and rest in the Al
mighty indwelling One, who has become your life, for the very purpose of filling it with His own. Count upon Him who dw
ells within you to do the work He has undertaken. When He was upon earth, He began His life as a little babe, unknown
and very feeble. He grew up in seclusion, and no one thought that this was the Redeemer of men. When He began His
public ministry He lifted not up his voice in the streets; He was despised and rejected of men; they knew not that He was
the Lord of Glory. Even so within thy heart, His appearance will be low and feeble and scarce to be observed. Then com
es the time to heed His command: only believe. Trust in Him with an unmeasured confidence, that He will do His work wi
thin you in His own way and time. However slow and hidden and all unlikely things seem to be within, hold fast your conf
idence that He is there, and that He is working, and that in due time He will reveal Himself.
Dear Christians, when you believe in the incarnate or the crucified Christ, it means that you believe that He did the work
perfectly, for which He came to live and die upon earth. When you believe in the risen and glorified Lord, it means that y
ou have no shadow of doubt but that He is now living and reigning at Godâ€™s right hand, in divine power. Let your fait
h in the indwelling One be as simple and clear. The work for which He entered your heart, the great work of possessing
and renewing and glorifying your whole inner life, He will do in wondrous power and love. Trust Him for it; the Christ of
Bethlehem, the Christ of Calvary, the Christ of the Throne in heaven, is the Christ in you. Do begin to believe: Jesus Chri
st is in me; Jesus Christ will do the work perfectly in me. Just listen to that wonderful promise in Hebrews: â€œThe God
of peace perfect you in every good work, that ye may do His will, working in you that which is pleasing in His sight, throu
gh Jesus Christ.â€• Yes, through Jesus Christ! If it is through Jesus Christ that God Himself works in you, how can this b
e in any other way but Jesus Christ Himself being in you? God fits you to do His will through Jesus Christ dwelling in you
. Doubt no longer, but rejoice. Know your own selves that Jesus Christ is in you.
More than one is doubtless asking: Can this really be? Oh, that I knew what is needed to have Christ Himself dwelling in
me. You find the answer in the simple, well-known words: â€œMy son, give Me thine heart.â€• Have you in every deed
done that? I do not ask. Are you believers? Are you sure that your sins are pardoned? Are you seeking to live a Christia
n life? But have you given your heart to Christ to possess, to rule, to renew, to dwell in all alone, to fill with the will of Go
d? Have you given it away, out of your power into His? Your self-confidence, your self-contentment, your self-pleasing, y
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our self-will, has it all been laid at Christâ€™s feet? so that He can cast it out, and fill the heart with Himself. If not, let no
thing keep you back from giving what belongs to God, and what Christ came to win back for Him. Your heart was made f
or God. A man has the wondrous power of in one moment setting his heart upon some object that strongly attracts him,
or that has won his affection â€“ of giving away his heart. At this moment bow in penitence and shame that you have so l
ittle known that Jesus Christ is in you, and have so little, day by day, yielded up the whole being to Him. Bow in lowly co
nfession, and offer Him even now this sin-stained and unworthy heart, and believe that He takes possession. What I giv
e, God takes; what God takes He will hold and keep through Jesus Christ. Blessed Lord! even now we give ourselves, a
nd know Thou dost accept, that Thou art within, and that Thou wilt fill us with Thyself.

----- Andrew Murray, 1897

- posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2019/6/2 22:41

Yes, in me, in me He dwelleth â€“
I in Him and He in me!
And my empty soul He filleth
Now and through eternity.
--- H. Bonar

The Exchanged Life -- by Hudson Taylor - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2019/6/2 22:46
Hudson Taylor (1832-1905) was the founder of the China Inland Mission (now OMF) which undertook the difficult and
perilous work of bringing the gospel to unreached regions in the interior of China.
------------------------THE EXCHANGED LIFE
A letter by J. Hudson Taylor, Chinkiang, October 17th, 1869,
to his sister Amelia (Mrs. Broomhall), in England
My own dear Sisterâ€”
So many thanks for your long, dear letter... I do not think you have written me such a letter since we have been in China.
I know it is with you as with meâ€”you cannot, not you will not. Mind and body will not bear more than a certain amount
of strain, or do more than a certain amount of work. As to work, mine was never so plentiful, so responsible, or so
difficult; but the weight and strain are all gone. The last month or more has been perhaps, the happiest of my life; and I
long to tell you a little of what the Lord has done for my soul. I do not know how far I may be able to make myself
intelligible about it, for there is nothing new or strange or wonderfulâ€”and yet, all is new! In a word, "Whereas once I
was blind, now I see."
Perhaps I shall make myself more clear if I go back a little. Well, dearie, my mind has been greatly exercised for six or
eight months past, feeling the need personally, and for our Mission, of more holiness, life, power in our souls. But
personal need stood first and was the greatest. I felt the ingratitude, the danger, the sin of not living nearer to God. I
prayed, agonised, fasted, strove, made resolutions, read the Word more diligently, sought more time for retirement and
meditationâ€”but all was without effect. Every day, almost every hour, the consciousness of sin oppressed me. I knew
that if I could only abide in Christ all would be well, but I could not. I began the day with prayer, determined not to take
my eye from Him for a moment; but pressure of duties, sometimes very trying, constant interruptions apt to be so
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wearing, often caused me to forget Him. Then one's nerves get so fretted in this climate that temptations to irritability,
hard thoughts, and sometimes unkind words are all the more difficult to control. Each day brought its register of sin and
failure, of lack of power. To will was indeed present with me, but how to perform I found not.
Then came the question, "Is there no rescue? Must it be thus to the endâ€”constant conflict and, instead of victory, too
often defeat?" How, too, could I preach with sincerity that to those who receive Jesus, "to them gave He power to
become the sons of God" (i.e. God-like) when it was not so in my own experience? Instead of growing stronger, I
seemed to be getting weaker and to have less power against sin; and no wonder, for faith and even hope were getting
very low. I hated myself; I hated my sin; and yet I gained no strength against it. I felt I was a child of God: His Spirit in my
heart would cry, in spite of all, "Abba, Father": but to rise to my privileges as a child, I was utterly powerless. I thought
that holiness, practical holiness, was to be gradually attained by a diligent use of the means of grace. I felt that there
was nothing I so much desired in this world, nothing I so much needed. But so far from in any measure attaining it, the
more I pursued and strove after it, the more it eluded my grasp; till hope itself almost died out, and I began to think that,
perhaps to make heaven the sweeter, God would not give it down here. I do not think I was striving to attain it in my own
strength. I knew I was powerless. I told the Lord so, and asked Him to give me help and strength; and sometimes I
almost believed He would keep and uphold me. But on looking back in the evening, alas! there was but sin and failure to
confess and mourn before God.
I would not give you the impression that this was the daily experience of all those long, weary months. It was a too
frequent state of soul; that toward which I was tending, and which almost ended in despair. And yet never did Christ
seem more preciousâ€”a Saviour who could and would save such a sinner! ... And sometimes there were seasons not
only of peace but of joy in the Lord. But they were transitory, and at best there was a sad lack of power. Oh, how good
the Lord was in bringing this conflict to an end!
All the time I felt assured that there was in Christ all I needed, but the practical question was how to get it out. He was
rich, truly, but I was poor; He strong, but I weak. I knew full well that there was in the root, the stem, abundant fatness;
but how to get it into my puny little branch was the question. As gradually the light was dawning on me, I saw that faith
was the only prerequisite, was the hand to lay hold on His fulness and make it my own. But I had not this faith. I strove
for it, but it would not come; tried to exercise it, but in vain. Seeing more and more the wondrous supply of grace laid up
in Jesus, the fulness of our precious Saviourâ€”my helplessness and guilt seemed to increase. Sins committed
appeared but as trifles compared with the sin of unbelief which was their cause, which could not or would not take God
at His word, but rather made Him a liar! Unbelief was, I felt, the damning sin of the worldâ€”yet I indulged in it. I prayed
for faith, but it came not. What was I to do?
When my agony of soul was at its height, a sentence in a letter from dear McCarthy was used to remove the scales fro
m my eyes, and the Spirit of God revealed the truth of our oneness with Jesus as I had never known it before. McCarthy,
who had been much exercised by the same sense of failure, but saw the light before I did, wrote (I quote from memory):
"But how to get faith strengthened? Not by striving after faith, but by resting on the Faithful One."
As I read I saw it all! "If we believe not, He abideth faithful." I looked to Jesus and saw (and when I saw, oh, how joy flow
ed!) that He had said, "I will never leave you." "Ah, there is rest!" I thought. "I have striven in vain to rest in Him. I'll strive
no more. For has He not promised to abide with meâ€”never to leave me, never to fail me?" And, dearie, He never will!
But this was not all He showed me, nor one half. As I thought of the Vine and the branches, what light the blessed Spirit
poured direct into my soul! How great seemed my mistake in having wished to get the sap, the fulness out of Him. I saw
not only that Jesus would never leave me, but that I was a member of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. The vine
now I see, is not the root merely, but allâ€”root, stem, branches, twigs, leaves, flowers, fruit: and Jesus is not only that:
He is soil and sunshine, air and showers, and ten thousand times more than we have ever dreamed, wished for, or need
ed. Oh, the joy of seeing this truth! I do pray that the eyes of your understanding may be enlightened, that you may know
and enjoy the riches freely given us in Christ.
Oh, my dear sister, it is a wonderful thing to be really one with a risen and exalted Saviour; to be a member of Christ! Thi
nk what it involves. Can Christ be rich and I poor? Can your right hand be rich and the left poor? or your head be well fe
d while your body starves? Again, think of its bearing on prayer. Could a bank clerk say to a customer, "It was only your
hand wrote that cheque, not you," or, "I cannot pay this sum to your hand, but only to yourself"? No more can your praye
rs, or mine, be discredited if offered in the Name of Jesus (i.e. not in our own name, or for the sake of Jesus merely, but
on the ground that we are His, His members) so long as we keep within the extent of Christ's creditâ€”a tolerably wide li
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mit! If we ask anything unscriptural or not in accordance with the will of God, Christ Himself could not do that; but, "If we
ask anything according to His will, He heareth us, and...we know that we have the petitions that we desire of Him."
The sweetest part, if one may speak of one part being sweeter than another, is the rest which full identification with Chri
st brings. I am no longer anxious about anything, as I realise this; for He, I know, is able to carry out His will, and His will
is mine. It makes no matter where He places me, or how. That is rather for Him to consider than for me; for in the easies
t positions He must give me His grace, and in the most difficult His grace is sufficient. It little matters to my servant whet
her I send him to buy a few cash worth of things, or the most expensive articles. In either case he looks to me for the mo
ney, and brings me his purchases. So, if God place me in great perplexity, must He not give me much guidance; in positi
ons of great difficulty, much grace; in circumstances of great pressure and trial, much strength? No fear that His resourc
es will be unequal to the emergency! And His resources are mine, for He is mine, and is with me and dwells in me. All thi
s springs from the believer's oneness with Christ. And since Christ has thus dwelt in my heart by faith, how happy I have
been! I wish I could tell you, instead of writing about it.
I am no better than before (may I not say, in a sense, I do not wish to be, nor am I striving to be); but I am dead and buri
ed with Christâ€”aye, and risen too and ascended; and now Christ lives in me, and "the life that I now live in the flesh, I li
ve by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me." I now believe I am dead to sin. God reckons
me so, and tells me to reckon myself so. He knows best. All my past experience may have shown that it was not so; but
I dare not say it is not now, when He says it is. I feel and know that old things have passed away. I am as capable of sin
ning as ever, but Christ is realised as present as never before. He cannot sin; and He can keep me from sinning. I canno
t say (I am sorry to have to confess it) that since I have seen this light I have not sinned; but I do feel there was no need
to have done so. And furtherâ€”walking more in the light, my conscience has been more tender; sin has been instantly s
een, confessed, pardoned; and peace and joy (with humility) instantly restored: with one exception, when for several hou
rs peace and joy did not returnâ€”from want, as I had to learn, of full confession, and from some attempt to justify self.
Faith, I now see, is " the substance of things hoped for," and not mere shadow. It is not less than sight, but more. Sight o
nly shows the outward forms of things; faith gives the substance. You can rest on substance, feed on substance. Christ
dwelling in the heart by faith (i.e. His Word of Promise credited) is power indeed, is life indeed. And Christ and sin will no
t dwell together; nor can we have His presence with love of the world, or carefulness about many things."
And now I must close. I have not said half I would, nor as I would had I more time. May God give you to lay hold on thes
e blessed truths. Do not let us continue to say, in effect, "Who shall ascend into heaven, that is to bring Christ down from
above." In other words, do not let us consider Him as afar off, when God has made us one with Him, members of His ver
y body. Nor should we look upon this experience, these truths, as for the few. They are the birthright of every child of Go
d, and no one can dispense with them without dishonour to our Lord. The only power for deliverance from sin or for true
service is CHRIST.
Your own affectionate brother,
J. Hudson Taylor

Re: - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2019/6/2 23:08
â€œHis truth, not mine, the resting place;
His love, not mine, the tie.â€•

Re: The Exchanged Life -- by Hudson Taylor - posted by cup (), on: 2019/6/3 6:00
Hudson wrote
"But how to get faith strengthened? Not by striving after faith, but by resting on the Faithful One."
As I read I saw it all! "If we believe not, He abideth faithful." I looked to Jesus and saw (and when I saw, oh, how joy flow
ed!) that He had said, "I will never leave you." "Ah, there is rest!" I thought. "I have striven in vain to rest in Him. I'll strive
no more. For has He not promised to abide with meâ€”never to leave me, never to fail me?" And, dearie, He never will."
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----------------So simple a child can do it.
Re: Hudson Taylor - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2019/6/4 3:28
Hymn â€“ Jesus I am Resting, Resting
Modern Version:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PjDWhaq0zIg
Original Hymn Music:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZ0TpIx-hb4
Lyrics:
1 Jesus, I am resting, resting
in the joy of what thou art;
I am finding out the greatness
of thy loving heart.
Thou hast bid me gaze upon thee,
as thy beauty fills my soul,
for by thy transforming power,
thou hast made me whole.
Refrain:
Jesus, I am resting, resting
in the joy of what thou art;
I am finding out the greatness
of thy loving heart.
2 O how great thy loving-kindness,
vaster, broader than the sea!
O how marvelous thy goodness
lavished all on me!
Yes, I rest in thee, Beloved,
know what wealth of grace is thine,
know thy certainty of promise
and have made it mine.
3 Simply trusting thee, Lord Jesus,
I behold thee as thou art,
and thy love, so pure, so changeless,
satisfies my heart;
satisfies its deepest longings,
meets, supplies its ev'ry need,
compasseth me round with blessings:
thine is love indeed.
4 Ever lift thy face upon me
as I work and wait for thee;
resting 'neath thy smile, Lord Jesus,
earth's dark shadows flee.
Brightness of my Father's glory,
sunshine of my Father's face,
keep me ever trusting, resting,
fill me with thy grace.
Written in 1876 by Jean Sophia Piggot.
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This hymn was said to be Hudson Taylorâ€™s favourite hymn and that it gave him great comfort during the Boxer Rebel
lion in China.
In the summer of 1900, in the attempt to drive all foreigners out of China, Boxers across North China attacked mission c
ompounds killing foreign missionaries and Chinese Christians. The China Inland Mission lost 58 adults and 21 of their ch
ildren. Jean Sophia Piggotâ€™s brother, Thomas, a missionary in China, was also killed.
During this time, a white-haired native pastor said to a party of foreigners who were preparing to make the desperate jou
rney of a thousand miles through a country teeming with Boxers to the nearest place of safety:
"Kingdoms may perish; but the Church can never be destroyed."
The rebellion was quelled, and mission work continued.

Hudson Taylor directed the China Inland Mission from its establishment in 1865 to 1900. During this period, the CIM se
nt out 750 missionaries and had an income of no less than less than 4 million dollars which were â€œunasked save of G
odâ€•.
" We cannot do much, but we can do a little, and God can do a great deal." â€“ Hudson Taylor.
â€œBear not a single care thyself,
One is too much for thee;
The work is Mine, and Mine alone;
Thy work â€“ to rest in Me.â€•

In 1905, Hudson Taylor, aged 73, returned to China, that faraway land he had worked and prayed for and loved. It was
his last journey. He arrived at Shanghai and travelled up the Yangtze to Hankow (Hankou). Christians gathered to welco
me him from station to station. Finally, he reached the province of Hunan.
Hunan. It was the first of the nine unevangelized provinces to be entered by pioneers of the CIM. It was also the most di
fficult. Adam Dorward, the Scottish missionary sent by CIM, toiled and suffered there for 8 years, enduring persecution
and utter loneliness, escaping from a riot, and died of dysentery in 1888. For more than 30 years Hudson Taylor had car
ried that province in his heart in prayer. But all the toil and suffering and prayers had not been in vain. The loving welco
me of Hunan Christians awaited him.
At Hunan, he died. â€œNo, it was hardly death â€“ just the glad, swift entry upon life eternalâ€¦â€¦â€¦And the very room
seemed filled with unutterable peace.â€• (Quote from â€œHudson Taylorâ€™s Spiritual Secretâ€• by Dr. & Mrs. Howar
d Taylor).
-------------------Edited - 6/6/19: 'Henan' corrected to 'Hunan'.
-------------------They laid him to rest at Chinkiang (Zhenjiang) beside his beloved first wife and four of his children who had been laid to r
est there many years ago.
Excerpt from â€œHudson Taylor, The Growth of a Workâ€• by Dr & Mrs Howard Taylor:
â€œBy the mighty river at Chin-kiang they laid him, where it rolls its waters two miles wide toward the sea. Much might b
e said of the love and veneration shown to his memory; of Memorial Services in Shanghai, London, and elsewhere ; of e
ulogies in the public press ; of sympathetic resolutions passed by missionary and other societies, and of personal letters
from high and low in many lands. From the striking tribute of a High Church Bishop in The Guardian to the tender remini
scences of fellow-workers, many were the written and spoken words that showed him to have been not only â€˜the heart
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-beat felt throughout the Mission,â€™ but a vital force of life and love in every part, one might almost say, of the body of
Christ. But the voices that linger longest are those he would have loved the best - the voices of Chinese children singing
sweet hymns of praise as they laid their little offerings of flowers upon his resting place.
"â€™Thus one by one the stars that are to shine for ever in God's firmament appear in their celestial places, and the chil
dren of the Kingdom enter upon the blessedness of their Father's house not made with hands.â€™"

â€œHE is near, nearer than we think. The Lord Jesus will never leave nor forsake us. Count on Him : enjoy Him : abide i
n Him. Do, dear friends, be true to Him and to His Word. He will never disappoint you.â€• -- Hudson Taylor

Re: Hudson Taylor - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2019/6/4 9:00
Wow! thank you sister so much for sharing this beautiful song that I had never heard before, and also about Hudson Tay
lor, whose books are well worth reading.

Re: - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2019/6/5 23:26
Brother Mike,
This beautiful hymn is also my favourite.
Isa. 26:3 (CSB) -You will keep the mind that is dependent on you in perfect peace, for it is trusting in you.

Blessings

JESUS, THE GREAT AND ETERNAL I AM - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2019/6/19 4:35
The Lord Jesus is the Lord God of the Old Testament.
1 Cor. 10:1-4 â€“
For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea;
and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and all ate the same spiritual food; and all drank the same
spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a SPIRITUAL ROCK WHICH FOLLOWED THEM; AND THE ROCK WAS CH
RIST.
Deut. 32:3-4 (YLT) â€“
For the NAME OF JEHOVAH I proclaim,
Ascribe ye greatness to our God!
THE ROCK! -- perfect is His work,
For all His ways are just;
God of steadfastnessâ€™, and without iniquity:
Righteous and upright is He.
(Note: Emphasis in caps mine).
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His Name is: â€œI AM WHO I AMâ€•.
Ex. 3:13-14 â€“
â€¦â€¦â€¦Now they may say to me, 'What is His name?' What shall I say to them?" God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM
"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'"

Jesus is the great and eternal I AM.
John 8:58 â€“
Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am."

I AM.
HE IS our Strength, our Rock, our Fortress, our Deliverer, our Refuge, our Shield and the Horn of our Salvation.
Ps. 18:1-2 â€“
I love You, O LORD, my strength.
The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge;
My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

I AM.
HE IS our Wisdom from God, and Righteousness and Sanctification, and Redemption (1 Cor. 1:30).

The riches of Christ are unfathomable (Eph. 3:8).

Hymn â€“ How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pfumgpnshag
Lyrics:
How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear!
It soothes his sorrow, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear.
It makes the wounded spirit whole,
And calms the troubled breast;
'Tis manna to the hungry soul,
And to the weary rest.
Dear Name! the Rock on which we build;
Our shield and hiding-place;
Our never-failing treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace.
Jesus, our Savior, Shepherd, Friend,
Our Prophet, Priest, and King;
Our Lord, our Life, our Way, our End,
Accept the praise we bring.
Weak is the effort of our heart,
And cold our warmest thought;
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But when we see Thee as Thou art,
We'll praise Thee as we ought.
Till then we would Thy love proclaim
With every fleeting breath;
And triumph in that blessed Name
Which quells the pow'r of death.
--- John Newton (1725-1807) (who also wrote â€œAmazing Graceâ€•)

We are a dwelling place for Jesus Himself.
Gal. 2:20 â€“
â€¦â€¦â€¦Christ lives in meâ€¦â€¦â€¦
John 17:23 (YLT) â€“
I in them, and Thou in me, that they may be perfected into oneâ€¦â€¦â€¦

Psalms 69:36 â€“
And those who love His name will dwell in it.
Prov. 18:10 â€“
The name of the LORD is a strong tower;
The righteous runs into it and is safe.

John 14:20 â€“
â€¦â€¦I am in My Father, and you in Me and I in you.

Song â€“ I Want Jesus More Than Anything https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKz8CBY_Stw

Amen.

Re: - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2019/6/21 1:43
THAT CHRIST MAY DWELL IN YOUR HEARTS THROUGH FAITHâ€¦â€¦â€¦THAT YOU MAY BE FILLED UP TO ALL T
HE FULLNESS OF GOD (EPH. 3:14-19)

Scripture:
======
Eph. 3:8 â€“
To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, TO PREACH TO THE GENTILES THE UNFATHOMABLE RIC
HES OF CHRIST,

2 Thess. 2:13-14 â€“
But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the
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beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. It was for this He called you through our
gospel, THAT YOU MAY GAIN THE GLORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Col. 1:19 â€“
For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,
Col. 2:9-10 (YLT) â€“
because in him doth tabernacle all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and YE ARE IN HIM MADE FULL, who is the hea
d of all principality and authority,

Eph. 3:14-19 â€“
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, that
He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner m
an, so THAT CHRIST MAY DWELL IN YOUR HEARTS THROUGH FAITH; and that you, being rooted and grounded in l
ove, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know th
e love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, THAT YOU MAY BE FILLED UP TO ALL THE FULLNESS OF GOD.

Eph. 4:13 â€“
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, TO A MATURE MAN, TO THE MEAS
URE OF THE STATURE WHICH BELONGS TO THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST.

Eph. 1:22-23 â€“
and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, THE FULLNESS OF HIM WHO FILLS ALL IN AL
L.
Col. 3:11 â€“
â€¦â€¦â€¦â€¦CHRIST IS ALL, AND IN ALL.

Col. 1:25-27 â€“
Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, SO THAT
I MIGHT FULLY CARRY OUT THE PREACHING OF THE WORD OF GOD, THAT IS, THE MYSTERY WHICH HAS BE
EN HIDDEN FROM THE PAST AGES AND GENERATIONS, BUT HAS NOW BEEN MANIFESTED TO HIS SAINTS, T
O WHOM GOD WILLED TO MAKE KNOWN WHAT IS THE RICHES OF THE GLORY OF THIS MYSTERY AMONG TH
E GENTILES, WHICH IS CHRIST IN YOU, THE HOPE OF GLORY.
Col. 1:28 â€“
WE PROCLAIM HIM, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may PRESENT EVE
RY MAN COMPLETE IN CHRIST.

THE GRACE OF THE LORD JESUS
John 1:16 (YLT) â€“
and out of HIS FULNESS did we all receive, and GRACE over-against GRACE;

Eph. 3:20-21 â€“
Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works wit
hin us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
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(Note: Emphasis in caps mine)

IN THESE LAST DAYS GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS SON - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2019/6/27 4:02
JESUS HIMSELF is now Godâ€™s Word to us.
Heb. 1:1-2 Youngâ€™s Literal Translation â€“
In many parts, and many ways, GOD of old having spoken to the fathers in the prophets, IN THESE LAST DAYS DID S
PEAK TO US IN A SON, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He did make the ages; who being the
brightness of the glory, and the impress of His subsistence, bearing up also the all things by the saying of his might -- thr
ough himself having made a cleansing of our sins, sat down at the right hand of the greatness in the highest,
NASB â€“
GOD, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, IN THESE LAST DAY
S HAS SPOKEN TO US IN HIS SON, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. An
d He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His po
wer. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

JESUS HIMSELF is Godâ€™s Word.
John 1:1,14 â€”
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was Godâ€¦â€¦â€¦And the Word became fles
h, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

God has nothing else to say to us.
Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End (Rev. 21:6).

EXCERPTS FROM â€˜THE HOLIEST OF ALLâ€™ BY ANDREW MURRAY:
â€œGod has spoken in His Son!â€¦â€¦â€¦The Son Himself had come as the Word of God to us, the bearer of the life an
d love of the Father. The Son Himself had come to bring us into living contact with the Divine Being; to dwell in our hear
ts, as He dwells in Godâ€™s heart; to be Godâ€™s Word in us as He is in God; and so to give us the living experience
of what it means that God speaks to us.â€•
â€œThe words of God! Oh, who can express what they ought to be worth to us! Each word carries with it all the life of G
od, all His saving power and love!â€•
â€œâ€¦â€¦â€¦the words of Godâ€”they are creative deeds, they give what they speak. â€œFor He spoke and it was do
neâ€• (Ps. 33:9). When God speaks in His Son, He gives Him to usâ€”not only for us and with us but also in us. He spe
aks the Son out of the depths of His heart into the depths of our heartsâ€¦â€¦â€¦Let us believe the mighty quickening po
wer that Godâ€™s Word will have.â€•
â€œGod is Spirit. As such, He has no other way of communicating to us His life or His love except by entering our spirit
and dwelling and working there. There, He causes Christ to dwell. And there, He speaks to us, in Christ, these words of
redeeming love and power, which brings life to us.â€•
â€œGod has spoken in His Son! The living Jesusâ€”come forth from the fiery furnace of Godâ€™s holiness, from the b
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urning glow of everlasting loveâ€”He Himself is the living Word.â€•
â€œâ€¦â€¦â€¦the divine indwelling Word reveals its power within.â€•
â€•One may know much of the Bible and the words of God and yet remain feeble. What one needs is to know the living
Word, through whom God speaks, in life and power.â€•
â€œâ€¦â€¦â€¦let us bow before Him in the fourfold glory in which the Word has set Him before us. He is the Heir of all th
at God has. He is its Creator. He is the Upholder, too. And He is the outshining of Godâ€™s glory, the perfect Image o
f His substance.â€•
â€œIt is in what Christ is and works that God speaks to us. In His divinity and incarnation we see what God has given u
s. In His life, death, and ascension we see how the gift of God enters and acts in all our human life, how complete our s
alvation is, and what God now asks of us. All Christâ€™s work is Godâ€™s word to us.â€•
â€œThe work He did upon earth was but the beginning of the work He was to do in heavenâ€¦â€¦â€¦He sits on the right
hand of the throne to apply His work, to dispense its blessings in heavenly power, and to maintain within us the heavenly
life.â€•
â€œOnce again, this is the greatness of salvation: The everlasting Father in His love speaks to me Himself in the Son.
The Son shows and brings and gives me all that the Father speaks. And I have the Holy Spirit in me, fitting me to hear a
nd know and possess and enjoy all that the Father in the Son speaks and gives.â€•

SCRIPTURE
John 5:39-40 â€“
You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; and you
are unwilling to COME TO ME SO THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE.

(Emphasis in caps mine.)

ON CHRIST, THE SOLID ROCK, I STAND
â€œMy hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.â€• --- Edward Mote (1797 â€“ 1874)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wL9S5EnUDWI
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