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I want to speak, this evening, about the life that Christ lives in us. You have it here in the parable of the vine. What can b
e closer or more intimate than the union between the vine and the branch? How the very same sap that is in the vine is t
o be found in the branch. We have very many kinds of grapes, but in each case the juice that is in the vine is the very sa
me juice that is in the branch. And so the very same life and Spirit which is in Christ is to be in us. This is the great lesso
n we want to learn tonight. Read John I5: 1-12. Our life is to be a life of perfect union with Jesus. Let us join in prayer an
d ask God to reveal to us something of the wonderful glory of the life that we have in Christ Jesus, and let us believe that
He can, even now, give us definite blessing.
(Prayer.)
We want to have a clear idea of what we, in our Christian life, aim at. The question is, what is the work that Christ does t
o bring us nigh to God? In what way does He enable us to live as God wants us to live? I said, this morning", that we too
often think of Christ as an outward person here on earth, who hears and helps us. A man may come and give me $10,00
0, and so be my helper, but there is no further union between him and me. The man may be a great benefactor, but ther
e is no organic union between him and me. I may never see him again. Many people look upon Christ as such a separat
e, outward Savior. They never can fully enjoy His salvation. I must believe that even as Christ is in heaven, so He is her
e in me. His branch. He comes into my inmost life. He occupies that life. He lives there, and by living there He enables
me to live as a child of God. Some think that when Christ dwells within us He comes somewhere in the region of the hea
rt, and He lives there. We are two separate persons, Christ one and I one, and somehow He works in me at times. No! T
hat is not the way. Christ comes into me and becomes my very life. He comes into the very root of my heart and being.
He comes into my willing and thinking and feeling and living, and lives in me in the power which the Omnipresent God, a
lone, can exercise. When I understand this, my soul bows down in adoration and confidence toward God. I live in the fle
sh, the life of flesh and blood, but Christ dwelling in me is the true life of my life.
The words which I want to speak are very simple and well known. Gal. 2: 20, ''Christ liveth in me. I am crucified with Chri
st, nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." Now, the point to which I want to direct attention, this evening, is
that if Christ is to live in me He does not live in me by a blind force, nor without my knowing it. He calls me to come and
see what His life is, and so, if I desire His life, I must give up mine. I must also give up all wrong ideas about what the life
of Christ really is. I cannot have the life of Christ, in power, in me, unless I seek to know truly what the life is that He lived
. Oh! Come, and let the living Christ live in you. And to that end, seek to know the life He has set before you in His exam
ple. Not that we are able to imitate Christ. But because Christ lived His life for us, and imparts it to us, therefore we can
do it. What folly it would be for a child of three years to say. All that my father can do I can do. And how can I say, I can li
ve as the mighty Christ did? What folly! To attempt to walk as Christ did. And yet, the Bible tells me I must do it. The Bibl
e also tells me I can do it, because "Christ liveth in me." If I allow the living Christ to take possession of my will and desir
es, I can walk even as He walked. Let us come to the life of Christ, and try and find out what is that life that He lived on e
arth, with His Father. There are not two Christs, only one, the Christ that lived on earth is the Christ that lives in my heart
. The great mark of Christ is that He lived in the deepest humility and dependence upon the Father. He said, "I can do no
thing of Myself'" In everything He had His life from God. Note five points in His life.
Take His birth. There He received His life from God.
Take His life and walk on earth. He always waited upon God. He lived His whole life in dependence upon God alone.
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Take His death. He gave up His life to God, even unto the very death.
Take His resurrection. He received His life back again from God the second time.
Take His ascension. He was taken up to heaven to find His glory with God.
Don't you see, from the beginning to the end, God was everything in that life. If I understand that, that the Christ who is g
oing to live in me is the Christ that honored God in everything. He will work that same disposition in me. And that will be t
he beauty, blessedness and strength of my life, when I learn, like Christ, to know that in everything God is all, and when
the motto of His life becomes mine: ''For God, to God, through God, are all things." Look at the birth of Christ. What does
that mean? God gave the power of the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary, and it was by the almighty power of God that Christ
was born, as a child, in Bethlehem. He was the workmanship of God. God sent the Holy Spirit to form Him, and to work
everything in connection with His birth, in the Virgin Mary. Christ always remembered that. He always told the people His
Father sent Him. He was not His own master. He acknowledged that He had been sent by God. He always acknowledge
d that He had His life from God. The Father hath given all things into the hands of the Son. The Father hath given unto t
he Son to have life in Himself. That was Christ's starting point. My life comes from God. I come from God. I have nothing
of myself, and everything I get I must get from God.
Now, if Christ took that stand, I wish that we could be brought to take that stand, and to say, in deep truth, "This new life
is a life that I have from God. God gave it me. I have got a work of God right in my heart, by the Holy Ghost, in regenerat
ion. I have got a new life from God." And what will you then think ^That life that God has given? Who is going to maintain
it? God, alone, can maintain what He has begun. He must work it out to completion. He must perfect it to the very end. S
o my life is given by God. The life of Christ and the life of my soul are both given from God in heaven, received from Him
, and must be kept day by day', in deep consciousness, it belongs to God. God, alone, can keep it right, maintain it. It is t
he highest folly for me to think I can keep it myself. Have you ever studied that? I have received, from the living God, the
living Christ in me, and I am not to try and live out that life, but I am to take it to God and acknowledge, "My God, Thou h
ast planted it in me; Thou, alone, canst keep it." Do this if you want to realize what that dependence is, how Christ lived
His whole life in dependence upon God's will and God's strength and God's might. He said, regarding that question of str
ength, "The Son can do nothing of Himself."
Was that really true? Yes. He said, "The words I speak, I speak not of Myself, but as the Father showeth the works, the
m I do." He said in regard to His will, ''I came not to do my own will." I cannot trust my will. I do not know what I ought to
do. I wait fully, that the Everlasting God might work out what is right. If Christ, the Holy One, needed to say that, don't yo
u think you and I need it ten thousand times more? And that is what we want Christ to come into us for, to breathe in us t
hat very disposition, and that is what I speak of. The very highest virtues of any Christian life is only to let God have His
way. Oh to give God the opportunity of doing His work in us, and coming day by day, hour by hour, to the place of absol
ute dependence upon God, and to learn one lesson. ''Oh! God, I have nothing. I do not know anything, I am nothing, not
hing, and I can only do what God makes me." And now, how is Christ to bring me near to God? He cannot bring me near
to God in any other way than the way He came Himself. What was that way? The way of the deepest self abnegation, th
e way of the most entire surrender to God. He was forever expecting God to work in Him, to look to God for strength. He
prayed to God for guidance. He cried to God in His trouble. God was everything,^ everything to Him, and Christ was con
tent to be nothing. Are you willing to have this Christ to come into your life?
Dear friends, I cannot speak it out plain enough in words. The great reason why our Christian life does not advance mor
e, is: we try to do too much ourselves. We are far too self active and self confident. We, perhaps, never learned the simp
le elementary lesson that the only place for me before God is just to be nothing and God will work in me. Look at the ang
els in heaven, the seraphim and cherubim. Why are they such bright flames before the throne of God? Because they are
nothing, nothing in them to hinder God, and He can let the glory of His presence burn right through them. And why was
Christ so perfect, and why did Christ gain such victory^, and why did Christ please God so It is this one reason. He allo
wed God to work in Him from morning until night, and every step was just in dependence upon God. He said, ''Father, g
uide me," ''Father, I wait upon Thee,'' "Father, work in me," and when Christ comes to live in us, do believe me and God'
s word, the first and chief thing He wants to work in you, is an absolute dependence upon your God. Christians, have yo
u not to confess, I have never seen that right. I have not lived it out. I have not understood that, from morning to night, I
must let God work in me, I must do nothing. You may say. How can we do our work? Was Christ also inactive? Was the
Apostle inactive? With a restless activity he traversed the world, and yet, all the time, he says, "I am nothing." Waiting up
on God won't make us inactive. It will give us a higher activity.
Pray to God to teach us that Christ in us needs a life of absolute, entire dependence upon God.
Look at the death of Christ. What does that mean? It means that the life that God had given He gave that up entirely to
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God, and that means this: He said, "I have no wish to regard my life as my own property. If God wants it, however much
suffering", however much shame and death, it costs me, if God wants it, I give it up to God." That is fair. That is right. If I
have everything from God then everything ought to return to God. Thus with Christ. That had been His whole life through
, for His death was nothing but the completion of the spirit that had indicated all His life. When He was only twelve years
old, remember, He said to Mary, ''Know ye not I must be about my Father's business?" And time after time He said My m
eat is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His workâ€•, "I am not come to do my own will, but the will of Him th
at sent Me.'' And so He went down to Gethsemane, where He said to the Father, 'Not my will but Thine be done." I am af
raid we have never acknowledged the right that God has, and that we have never understood, every power I have come
s straight from God, my whole life comes from God, and every moment of my life ought to go back to God, and every str
ength I get in the spiritual life comes from God, just as the sunlight comes from the sun, and everything ought to go back
to God, and every action will be to the glory of God.
A Christian who has Christ in him, will be a man truly sacred and given up wholly to God. Is that easy? No. Why? Becau
se self is in us so strong. The curse of sin has brought us into that fearful condition, that instead of considering it an hon
or and a privilege to be nothing and to do His will, we have come to look upon it as hard. We have come to look upon it a
s a high attainment, indicating that we cannot attain to it. If a man gives up himself, and will come to God, he can live thi
s life of Christ living in him, or else the Bible cannot be true. Paul, writing in the Epistle to the Colossians, prayed for the
Colossians, that they might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. Col. 4: 12. Beloved! listen, Christ only lived
for God's will, and do you want that Christ in your hearts, or do you want to try and live a little for your own will? Do you
want the living Christ, the Christ that reveals God, the living Christ, who gave up everything, do you want that Christ? Oh
! come now. If there is any man who has a right to say it, it is Christ. This is what I want, such a Christ to live in me. A Ch
rist that will enable me to live in dependence upon God, and in surrender to God.
God gives you this Christ, if, from the heart, you give up your life, time and will to God to do that very special thing in me.
What does it mean? It means a great deal. There was that beautiful, perfect life of Christ, without one sin. Was it necess
ary to give up that life? Yes. Because that life of Christ was connected with us and Adam, who were in the power of sin,
and God said if He wanted a life of everlasting glory, the life with us, connected with Adam and sin, must be laid down in
death. Christ said, "What shall I do? I want to be glorified with the Father." He had prayed, ''Father, glorify Thy Son." He f
elt, I cannot have the two lives. I cannot take this life, that I got from the flesh, that is in the likeness of the flesh, to heave
n. It cannot be. So the question came, Will you give up this life that you have from Adam, under the curse of sin. Will you
give it up if God will give you a life of everlasting glory. Christ said, Yes. Christ says, If you want Me to live in you, you m
ust do what I did your own life must be given up to the very death, unto the death of the cross, to be crucified. I must die
to self, I must die to the world, I must be an actual partaker of the death of Christ. ''If we are planted in the likeness of Hi
s death, we shall be raised in the likeness of His resurrection." I must say to God, I must seek to lose my life, and I want
to die to self, and I want Him to come into me with His death, and to take me down into it.
Fourth step. Resurrection. What does that mean? It means that when Christ laid down His life into the grave, that God g
ave it back to Him in double glory. When Christ had gone down into the grave and into death, God lifted Him up and gav
e Him a new life, infinitely higher and better than the life He laid down. That teaches me this: That if I am willing to lay do
wn my evil life, my evil will, my heart and its affections, all my power in this world, to give it all up to God, to die to it, and
to give up myself wholly to trust and wait upon God, God will give the new and resurrection life of Christ, in my heart, her
e on earth. Christ the Living One, who was raised from death, will come and live in my heart. ''As He was dead, and is ali
ve, for evermore." Study the grave of Jesus.
What does it mean? Christ gave Himself up unto death, utter helplessness, to be nothing before God, and there He lay, j
ust allowing God to take His time to do His work. When He was in the grave, in darkness, in death, He left it to God, to d
o what might please Him. What did God do? God fulfilled His promise, and gave Him a life a thousand times more glorio
us than that life sacrificed on Calvary. Listen, if you want Christ to really live in your heart you want that Christ who went
down into the grave. He had trusted God and was raised by God again. You want Christ, with the resurrected life, to co
me into you, and be one with you, the Christ who was dead and is alive for evermore, and comes and brings the power
of His death in me, so that everything dies to self and sin, and brings the power of His life, so that everything in me can li
ve with a new life from God, even Jesus Christ that wants to live in me. I do beseech you, do not let yourselves be decei
ved with some thoughts about the presence of Jesus. Just think of Him specially in me. Trust in Him. Let it become a rea
lity. Let Him become a live presence. Who is this Christ who lives in me? He is a man who received His life from God, w
ho lived that life in intimate dependence upon God, a man who gave up His whole life and will to God, the man raised fro
m the dead by the almighty power of God. This is the Christ to live in you.
Last. After His resurrection He ascended up into heaven. It means that God took Him up into the place of power, to shar
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e with Him in His throne of glory, to make Him partaker of that divine power, by which the Holy Spirit is to become a bles
sing to cry, How can I be a blessing to my fellowmen? How did Christ become a blessing to the world? He gave Himself
up to God, and He died to Himself and to His own natural life, and waited for God to raise Him up. And because He did s
o God lifted Him up to the place of blessing. He gave Him the fullness of the Holy Spirit to give you. You want Christ. He
is in heaven, but, oh! my brother, you cannot have Christ until you have learned the lesson of depending upon God, to di
e, and then you must learn by faith to claim Christ in the resurrection and in the ascension, and thus, as Jesus Christ live
s in you in your earthly life you will become a sharer of the glory of His heavenly love. The whole Christ life in you, the C
hrist dependence upon God, the Christ given up to God, the Christ raised up by God, and the Christ exalted above, with
God, this Christ wants to come and live in you. If Christ is to bring me near to God then it cannot be as an outward perso
n. He up in heaven and He dwelling and living in me.
How is Christ going to bring me near to God? Only one way. Christ must live in my heart. He must live in me by united h
armony and oneness of faith towards that God. This is a spiritual mystery, but God is a Holy Spiritual Being, and I canno
t draw nigh to Him by my thought nor by thinking about a certain locality of heaven. Being brought to God means that Ch
rist comes into me and lives His life in me, and leads me up into personal fellowship with the Living God. Now the great
question that stirs the church is: Why are Christians so feeble? And the great question with many is: What can we do to
get the full Christian life, to live as God promises we can live? What can we do to become just such children of God as t
he Father is able to make us, branches of the Living Vine, to the glory of God. My beloved Christians, let me bring you to
the point. What have you to do? First of all, we must look upon this Christ, and ask ourselves. Am I willing to give up eve
rything, that this Christ can live in me? You saw and know how Christ lived in Paul. Why, it was as if Christ had become i
ncarnated in Paul. I The same zeal for God, same love for souls, and same readiness to sacrifice everything. Everything
great in Paul was the complete Christ life in him.
There have been Christians since that day, that you could see the very form of Christ in them. Now, are you willing to ha
ve such a Christ? Suppose this were possible, if God were to offer anyone of us, that were willing for it. Suppose you we
re to be as poor as Christ was, as persecuted as He was, and suppose God were to say. My children, I am giving the hig
hest glory to man, to allow the Christ to come and live in him and live this suffering: life that He lived. How many of us w
ould say. Yes, Lord, I would give anything that Christ might take possession of me? How many would say. Here, in Chic
ago, I cannot do it. It would cost too much in business, to take Him in me that way. Oh! friends, God comes to us with th
at question, Are you willing to have my Son, Jesus, as you find Him in the word, in His humility, in His dependence, in Hi
s submission and obedience, in His surrender to death and the grave, in His waiting upon God to raise Him, are you willi
ng to have that Christ live in your heart? Some men want life to study. They never get enough wisdom. They long for kn
owledge.
Are there none willing, tonight, to ask God to make them willing. I feel that it is time to be trusting Jesus. My life is so unli
ke Jesus, and yet, He gave His blood for it. Are there not here some who are willing to say. Lord God, help me, I do desi
re to have this life and this Christ in me. Is there someone trembling, perhaps? I had a note from someone this morning.
They said they were afraid they were not willing to take the step God requires. They said, would I pray that they might be
willing. Well, I do not know whether the writer is here, but I know that there is someone that feels, I am afraid I am not wil
ling to let the real Christ, just as He lived on earth, live in me. I am not ready to live a life of real dependence upon God,
every minute in the presence of God. I am not willing to give up all my pleasure and will. Are you willing? It looks hard, b
ut are you willing to come? If you cannot say that, are you willing to say that you are willing to be made willing to come? I
say. Do you will to be made willing? Very well, do it. Say, We can come. I would to God that every one here were willing.
Oh! come, though your heart is so feeble, say, I do want that Christ to live, completely, His own life in me, and just repro
duce His own life and make me exactly' like Himself, to live for man, in Him. He is ready. Beloved, you have often and of
ten heard the gospel and heard the gospel of sanctification and consecration and obedience, but have you understood a
nd have you accepted this truth, that it just means letting go everything, and letting Christ have all?
Are you willing? Are you willing to pray, God make me willing, tonight? Your life can be changed, and then comes the se
cond question, if you are willing are you going in fully to trust God, tonight, to take you and to begin this great work in yo
u by letting the life of Christ have perfect dominion? Are you willing to say, I want to become all Christ can make me? I w
ant to please God in everything. I do want Christ to do His best in me, I want to give myself to Christ, to let Him have eve
rything. Will you not, tonight, believe an Everlasting Almighty Christ is waiting and willing, ready and able, to take posses
sion of you? Yes! Shall I not, tonight, claim Christ as my indwelling Lord, and say, Son of God, why wilt Thou not take m
e wholly for Thyself? It looks hard, and dark, and impossible, but I am going to trust Thee, Thou Lamb of God. I long to b
e brought into the very closest union. Oh man and woman, you are Christians; do not be contented any longer with a hal
fhearted Christianity. Saying, 'I am saved, and pardoned. I have got a little of Christ, I do my best. " Oh! come to the full l
ife that God offers you. Let Christ take entire possession." Let Christ come in. The Humble One, the Obedient One, the
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Suffering One, the Divine One, the One who lived in dependence upon God, and say, That shall be my life if Christ will li
ve in me. Oh! God, Lord, I am willing, and I know Thou art willing. I can trust Thee. Oh! God, come. And may it please G
od now, in prayer, to help some soul to touch Christ, and bend the heart to God to come in, and may some souls come t
o lay this life on Christ, at Calvary, and say. Oh! God, given up to the Lord Jesus Christ. Is that blasphemy? No! It is give
n up in Christ, and Christ lives in me. God will make it a truth and a reality.

Christ came to bring us unto God - posted by cup (), on: 2019/9/18 6:41
This is from CHRIST BRINGING US TO GOD - The spiritual life - Andrew Murray.
I am not only in Him but Christ is in me as a living person. Christ takes charge of me, Christ introduces me to the Father,
and as I am before the Father, Christ gives the working of the Holy Spirit, and He teaches me what my work is when I a
m brought nigh to God. It was that God might get His children in a life of fellowship to understand and realize who He is.
Some, when they get within the veil, when they are brought nigh into the holiest of all, look upon it as a grand attainment
. It is only the beginning of the blessed life. For, when I am there, then God is able to let His light shine into my whole bei
ng. Then God is able to let His holiness come upon me. When I am there God is able to make me bow and sink down int
o a nothingness and into humility that I never thought possible to attain to, that I may be there receiving the inflowing of
God's Holy Spirit in a freshness and a fullness inconceivable.
Oh! beloved, Christ came to bring us very nigh to God. It is not only nearness of acceptance but nearness of love, the co
nsciousness that He loves me and I love Him. It is the nearness of that union of love which consists in the closest possib
le fellowship. Give up all in emptiness for Him to fill, and God waits to come down and pour His fullness into me.
Christ died that He might bring us unto God, and in that place, in God's presence, oh, there it is, that not only God's work
in me is to be done, but there it is I am to learn how to do my work for God. In that nearness to God is the place of interc
ession. Throughout the church of Christ there is a universal complaint that we pray too little. Some work' much but pray li
ttle. We pay far more attention to what we have to do with men than to what we have to do with God.
Beloved, the fountains of the Christian life, the fountains of the outflow of the Holy Ghost, the fountains of love and powe
r to be broken up in bur hearts and to be poured out to men, these fountains rise from the throne of God, and it is only as
man tarries before God in fellowship with the Most High, that God's love can flow through us. Ask any worker of experien
ce, ask any man who has preached the gospel long, and he tells you he has to mourn the fact that he has not had that d
eep love for sinners which comes from dwelling in the love of God.
And where am I to receive this in flowing love? It is when I am brought nigh to God. There it is I learn what intercession i
s; there I become strong to bear the burden of the church and of the world in quiet pleading with God. I have such acces
s to Him, I am so really His friend, He gives me such power with Him that I know I have only to plead and an answer will
come. Dear friends, is there not a great deal of our living of which we might confess it bears but little mark of Christ havi
ng brought us nigh to God.

Re: - posted by cup (), on: 2019/9/19 5:27
Look what Murray wrote.
"A man may come and give me $10,000, and so be my helper, but there is no further union between him and me. The m
an may be a great benefactor, but there is no organic union between him and me. I may never see him again. Many peo
ple look upon Christ as such a separate, outward Savior. They never can fully enjoy His salvation. I must believe that ev
en as Christ is in heaven, so He is here in me. His branch. He comes into my inmost life. He occupies that life. He lives t
here, and by living there He enables me to live as a child of God. Some think that when Christ dwells within us He come
s somewhere in the region of the heart, and He lives there. We are two separate persons, Christ one and I one, and som
ehow He works in me at times. No! That is not the way. Christ comes into me and becomes my very life. He comes into t
he very root of my heart and being. He comes into my willing and thinking and feeling and living, and lives in me in the p
ower which the Omnipresent God, alone, can exercise. When I understand this, my soul bows down in adoration and co
nfidence toward God. I live in the flesh, the life of flesh and blood, but Christ dwelling in me is the true life of my life. "
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You may need to read this more then once. Do you see Jesus Christ and you as as two separate people?
Or do you see that Christ and you are one. He abides in you and you abide in HIM. You are infused in Him - He is infuse
d in you. He is your ONLY LIFE! He is your continuous - never ending life now this very second.
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