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Honor Veterans/Military? - posted by whaakenson (), on: 2019/11/8 10:58
Hi, I'm a Veteran, and was thinking lately being Christian should I honor veterans/military, or be ashamed..I think the latt
er because my convictions are military has no place in the new testament church, right? So churches that honor veteran
s are basically giving their consent to an organization that's sole focus is to kill people or protect (but still killing) in the na
me of freedom or whatever, but aren't we Christian's first and country second? Yes, we leave our citenzenship at the cro
ss. No excuses from the OT either, this is NT I'm talking about, where Jesus turned the other cheek and taught us to lov
e our enemies! Can you picture Jesus or His disciples with a machine gun? Never! Amen.

Wesley
Re: Honor Veterans/Military? - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2019/11/8 11:08
Brother,
if a Christian for conscience sake does not go into the military, that is one thing, but not to honor our veterans is an entir
ely different matter.
Do you believe that we should have stayed out of WW2 and allowed Hitler to take over the world?
Should Israel lay down their arms and be taken over by Muslim nations.
I praise God for every veteran that has laid their lives on the line to defend our nation, and the nationâ€™s Of the world.
Sent from my iPhone
Re: Honor Veterans/Military? - posted by docs (), on: 2019/11/8 12:16
Where would we be if if Nazi fascism and Japanese imperialism had not been actively resisted? South Vietnam begged
for help because of what a take over by North Korean communists would entail. Well, they took over and 2,000,000 peo
ple were eliminated. Should these type of things be resisted?
Re: we live by the sacrifices of others - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2019/11/8 14:36

There is no way out of it.
We all live our lives based on the sacrifices of others.
There is not a single area of life where someone who has gone before us did not sacrifice, suffer, endure hardship in so
me form in order to achieve something good...and we are the direct beneficiaries of it.
We all live by anothers leave.
If your convictions restrict you from making hard decisions with powerful ramifications that you in all other circumstances
would not make or do...you still owe a debt of thanks to those who did do what you would not do or could not do.
A man who will not defend his own neighbor from murder or some other hateful crime cannot be said in any form to have
'loved' his neighbor. That man must depend upon others that will hazard themselves and all that they have in order to pr
eserve the lives of others.
This discussion forum itself is a testimony to the benefits that others in history long past and history of a few years have
been granted us...because someone else viewed the world we live in as more than simply a 'narrow gate' and now that t
hey are saved...to hell with everyone else theyre ok.
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No, they forfeited their time and money, their health and their lives for an opportunity for their children and their neighbor
s to live in peace without being oppressed and imprisoned.
Christianity is not "all about me and my salvation", that kind of Christianity is for the foolish. Christianity is about Jesus liv
ing out his life through us.
He lives through us sacrificially, with a willingness to suffer, endure hardness, persecution, poverty, nakedness, peril...be
cause God is glorified in our willingness to go where Jesus sends us.
God sends men to war...this is so abundantly true from the scripture its impossible to miss it.
But to counter the idea that God would do this under the new covenant they show Jesus as the passive and meek lamb t
hat didn't come into the world to judge it. But there's more to that story, and much more to consider than the specific mis
sion and ministry of Jesus.
I am not in any way seeking to diminish the conviction of a man or woman who will not take up arms. But I am saying as
best I can, those who will not must also consider their peaceful situation didn't arise from God keeping men home in their
beds and playing with children.
God sent them out...and they went with the same conviction as those who hold to passivity.
Re: - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2019/11/8 15:47
I found this article to be interesting. During the American Reveloution the "Black Robes" as they were called came to the
pulpit with a bible in one hand and a musket in the other:
The Black Robed Regiment: Preachers who fought
Dec 20, 2010
By Dan Fisher

On Sunday morning, Jan 21, 1776, pastor John Muhlenberg climbed into his pulpit in Woodstock, VA to preach. In his b
lack clerical robe, the traditional dress of 18th century preachers, Muhlenberg preached from the third chapter of Ecclesi
astes. He read how there is a time for all things. Thereâ€™s a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a ti
me to harvest. Then his voice began to rise as he said: â€œThereâ€™s a time of war, and a time of peace. There is a ti
me for all things, a time to preach and a time to pray. But there is also a time to fight, and that time has now come!â€•
Then he did something his congregation did not expect. He removed his clerical robe revealing a colonial officerâ€™s u
niform beneath. Muhlenberg then stepped down from his pulpit and challenged the men of his congregation to join him i
n the fight for liberty.
Just a few days before, he had been commissioned by General George Washington to raise a regiment from the Woods
tock area. As Muhlenberg walked down the aisle and out the door of his church, a drum began to roll outside. One by o
ne, the men of Muhlenbergâ€™s congregation filed out of the auditorium and volunteered to follow their courageous pas
tor.
Bidding farewell to their families, some three hundred men rode away from Woodstock, VA with Col. John Muhlenberg in
the lead to form the 8th Virginia regiment. Muhlenberg led those men throughout the War of Independence, fighting at t
he battles of Morristown, Brandywine, and Monmouth Courthouse. By the warâ€™s end, Muhlenberg had been promot
ed to Major General and had become one of Washingtonâ€™s most valued commanders. Muhlenberg was front and ce
nter at the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown.
James Caldwell was pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Elizabethtown, New Jersey. Because of his strong stand
for liberty and his sermons encouraging the colonists to fight, he had made himself numerous enemies. So he would ste
p into his pulpit each Sunday wearing two pistols, place them on the pulpit, and then proceed to preach powerful sermon
s about the need for Christians to stand for truth. When the war began, Caldwell became a chaplain in the colonial army.
He was so hated by the British they called him the â€œRebel Priest.â€•
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When the war finally came to Elizabethtown, during the fighting, the British killed Caldwellâ€™s wife. By the time he ha
d completed her funeral, the fighting had moved to Springfield, New Jersey so Caldwell rode there to join his men. Durin
g the fighting, the colonists were running out of wadding for their muskets. Caldwell jumped on his horse and rode to the
First Presbyterian Church of Springfield and gathered up two armloads of hymnals written by Isaac Watts, a popular hy
mn writer of the era. He hurried back to his troops, threw the hymnals at their feet, and commanded them to tear out the
pages and use them for wadding. As he did so, he yelled, â€œGiveâ€™m Watts boys, giveâ€™m Watts!â€• This is ori
gin of the famous phrase, â€œGiveâ€™m watt for!â€•
On the night of April 18, 1775, as Paul Revere was making his famous ride through the Lexington, Massachusetts countr
yside yelling, â€œThe British are coming! The British are coming!â€• he was headed for a particular house; the house o
f pastor Jonas Clark. Jonas Clark was a pastor in Lexington and on Sunday afternoons after church, he and Deacon Jo
hn Parker, a captain from the French Indian War, had been organizing the Lexington men into a citizen army to fight the
British if they invaded. On the night of April 18, Clark had two special guests staying in his home, Samuel Adams and J
ohn Hancock. The British had heard of Adamsâ€™ and Hancockâ€™s whereabouts and they were marching toward Le
xington to capture them.
As Revere rode up to the front yard of Clarkâ€™s home, Clark, Adams, and Hancock ran out to meet him. When they h
eard that the British were marching toward Lexington, Adams and Hancock asked pastor Clark if the men of Lexington w
ould fight. Clark responded, â€œI trained them for this very hour; they would fight, and, if need be, die, too, under the s
hadow of the house of God.â€•
The next morning, April 19, 1775, Pastor Jonas Clark and Deacon John Parker led the Lexington â€œMinutemenâ€• out
to face the invaders. As the British approached the Minutemen, they cried out â€œin the name of the King of England th
row down your arms.â€• This response rang out from the colonists, â€œWe recognize no Sovereign but God and no Kin
g but Jesus!â€• Then Captain Parker said to his Minutemen, â€œStand your ground, donâ€™t fire unless fired upon. B
ut if they mean to have a war, let it begin here.â€• Then the first shot rang out, the shot heard around the world.
These are just three examples of the courage and commitment exhibited by many of the colonial pastors in the days bef
ore and during our nationâ€™s War of Independence. These men saw no contradiction between standing for the truths
in Godâ€™s Word and the principles of liberty. In fact, they viewed the two as inseparable. These â€œblack robed patri
ot preachersâ€• fanned the flames of liberty as they not only encouraged their congregations to fight but were also willin
g to actually lead their men onto the battlefield. These preachers fought.
The British viewed these pastors such a force, they called them the â€œBlack Robed Regiment.â€• King George III bla
med the war on the preachers by calling it a â€œPresbyterian rebellion.â€• Horace Walpole, the English Prime Minister,
said, â€œThere is no use crying about it. Cousin America has eloped with a Presbyterian parson.â€• Although Presbyter
ian preachers were certainly involved, preachers from practically every denomination joined in the fight.
Today, many believe that had these pastors not been involved, America may never have been born. Now contrast this w
ith the behavior of most American preachers today. In the face of gross abuses of our liberties by an over-reaching fede
ral government that is moving our nation, with ever increasing speed, down the road to Socialism, most pastors are sha
mefully, strangely silent. Instead of leading their people to boldly and publically stand for liberty and truth, they seem co
ntent to huddle in their churches, behind their pulpits, while the country falls apart.
We desperately need a modern generation of preachers like Muhlenberg, Caldwell, and Clark â€“ preachers whoâ€™ll fi
ght. We need a new â€œblack robed regimentâ€• to boldly lead our citizens to defend our biblically based Constitution.
Thankfully, the fight right now is not one of bullets and bombs but is one of words and wills. But make no mistake about
it; a war is raging for the heart and soul of America.
Jesus said that we must â€œrender to God the things that are Godâ€™s and render to Caesar the things that are Caes
arâ€™s.â€• In America, Caesar is â€œwe the people.â€• Americaâ€™s government is not in D.C. or in state capitols; i
t is in our homes and our churches. We are the government. We cannot obey Jesus by staying uninvolved. We must e
nter the fight for liberty and truth or our freedom to speak and worship as we see fit may soon be lost forever.
Like John Muhlenberg in 1776, I believe â€œThere is a time to preach and a time to pray. But there is also a time to fig
ht, and that time has now come!â€• God give us patriot preachers to lead the way.
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Re: - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2019/11/8 15:53
"The next morning, April 19, 1775, Pastor Jonas Clark and Deacon John Parker led the Lexington â€œMinutemenâ€• ou
t to face the invaders. As the British approached the Minutemen, they cried out â€œin the name of the King of England t
hrow down your arms.â€• This response rang out from the colonists, â€œWe recognize no Sovereign but God and no Ki
ng but Jesus!â€• Then Captain Parker said to his Minutemen, â€œStand your ground, donâ€™t fire unless fired upon. B
ut if they mean to have a war, let it begin here.â€• Then the first shot rang out, the shot heard around the world."
"These men saw no contradiction between standing for the truths in Godâ€™s Word and the principles of liberty. In fact,
they viewed the two as inseparable. These â€œblack robed patriot preachersâ€• fanned the flames of liberty as they not
only encouraged their congregations to fight but were also willing to actually lead their men onto the battlefield. These pr
eachers fought."
Re: Honor Veterans/Military? - posted by Sree (), on: 2019/11/8 17:47
Wesley, you are making a very good point.
As a Christian, I do not believe it is right to be part of Military.
A Church should not celebrate Veterans day etc. If we see the real spirit, it is done more to please people. If we please
people then we cannot be a servant of Christ.
Jesus never prayed for a nation but only for disciples. He even specifically said he will only pray for disciples. So all the
se concepts of praying for Nation is not Christlike.
But I also believe Christian principles cannot be applied to a nation. No country can be run by Bible especially by NT. S
o to protect every country needs its Army. But a Church can stay from be neutral not taking any part in this worldly syste
m.
Re: - posted by whaakenson (), on: 2019/11/8 22:30
Amen thanks Sree. I've already made up my mind about the whole matter. I've been thinking about it for a long time. Jus
t wanted others perspectives. I guess it's not worth dividing the body of Christ or maybe. Have a great Thanksgiving!
Re: - posted by whaakenson (), on: 2019/11/9 10:33
Hi everyone. So sorry, sorry Sree. I've been troubled by this and I'm not 100% sure I'm right on this issue. I do have to gi
ve account. So, although it seems right I'm not sure. Anyway I retract my statement and will delete it later today. Blessin
gs everyone, happy Thanksgiving!
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2019/11/9 10:53
From the little research I've done in the past it seems that there have been many wars fought for corrupt reasons that ha
ve been covered up by those high places. The Gulf War is just one of many I think. Seems it was fought for oil and mone
y under the guise of nuclear threat defense. I know that many US soldiers are naive and ignorant regarding those kinds
of corrupt motives, and they mean well. Many risk their lives for what they think is a good cause. But lets not be so naive
as to think all US wars have been fought for just causes. A little research will clearly show otherwise imo.
As Christians, we need to be very careful as to what we support. I would not recommend for Christians to join the militar
y due to all the corruption involved in political wars. I do not fully trust politicians to make right decisions about what wars
to start or fight in. That said, this is not an essential difference that needs to divide us.
Re: - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2019/11/9 11:16
Alvin York, Christian Soldier:
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/evangelical-history/alvin-york-christian-soldier/
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Re: Just War Theory - posted by docs (), on: 2019/11/9 21:51
I'm not saying I agree with this treatise and do not agree with Kenneth Gentry's postmillennial view. Nonetheless, I just
offer it as food for thought. Of course human freedom ultimately comes from God yet I know that I am free today
because men and women in this country took a unavoidable armed stance against Nazism and Japanese expansionism
and atheistic and revolutionary Communist aggression.
(BEGIN)
Just War Theory
By Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., Th.D.
December 01, 2004
War is on the minds of all Americans today. Like it or not, we are at war with Islamist terrorists in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Questions regarding these conflicts encourage us to look deeper into the foundational questions about the legitimacy of
war.
The Prince of Peace
Christians serve the One prophesied to come as the â€œPrince of Peaceâ€• (Is. 9:6) who was to effect peace (Is. 2:4).
His birth was announced by angels as seeking to establish peace: â€œGlory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among men with whom He is pleasedâ€• (Lk. 2:14).
In keeping with prophetic pronouncement and angelic declaration, Christâ€™s teaching confirms His peaceable intent.
We serve a Savior who teaches us â€œall things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to
themâ€• (Mt. 7:12).1 He commands in Matthew 5:44: â€œLove your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to
them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.â€• He was so insistent upon this
that He taught us: â€œwhoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn to Him the other alsoâ€• (Mt. 5:39).
Some Christians take the Lordâ€™s peaceable teachings to entail pacifist obligations. They believe that faithful
Christians never support war in any context. They often cite Christâ€™s â€œturn the other cheekâ€• as â€œobviousâ€•
evidence for this. They do not realize that He actually said: â€œwhoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn to Him the
other also.â€• For someone to â€œslapâ€• you on the right cheek would mean that he was giving you a backhanded
slap (in that most people are right handed and would slap with the right hand). Christ is speaking of a personal
confrontation seeking to settle differences with a fight. This personal directive does not speak to conflicts on the national
level involving security concerns.
Despite widespread and simplistic opinion, Christâ€™s teaching is much broader than â€œturn the other cheek.â€• It is
all-encompassing, providing direction for all areas of life: spiritual and physical, personal and social, economic and
educational â€” and yes, even political and judicial.
Jesusâ€™ first recorded public discourse opened with a confirmation of the entire Old Testament revelation, including
the Mosaic Law (His primary focus): â€œDo not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to
abolish, but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass
away from the Law, until all is accomplished. Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and so
teaches others, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called
great in the kingdom of heavenâ€• (Mt. 5:17-19). Elsewhere He rebukes those who do â€œnot know the Scripturesâ€•
and He affirms the Old Testament by other means (Mt. 22:29; cp. Mt. 4:4, 7, 10; Jn. 3:10; 10:35). So what does the Old
Testament teach us about war?
The Old Testament and War
The Old Testament endorsed at least certain forms of war. Abram is commended for his war against the evil kings:
â€œBlessed be Abram of God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has
delivered your enemies into your handâ€• (Gen. 14:20). Of Moses we read: â€œMoses built an altar, and named it The
Lord is My Banner; and he said, â€˜The Lord has sworn; the Lord will have war against Amalek from generation to
generationâ€™â€• (Ex. 17:15-16). Even the Psalmist David writes in a worship song: â€œBlessed be the Lord, my rock,
who trains my hands for war, and my fingers for battleâ€• (Ps. 144:1; cp. 2 Sam. 22:35; Ps. 18:34).2
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But Godâ€™s law does not endorse all war. The Scriptures teach principled war, laying down rules for establishing a
just war (jus ad bellum). The Christian view was well stated by the great scholar Augustine in keeping with the
overarching peaceable intentions of Christ: â€œWar is waged in order to attain peace.â€• Because of the sinfulness of
man, sometimes war is the way to peace.
In a time when our country is at war, we need to reflect upon the principles of just war that have long been a part of the
Christian worldview. The average Christian has only a general, foggy notion of the principles of Just War Theory â€” if
any notion at all.
Just War Theory Summarized
In keeping with the peaceable intentions of the Christian faith, Just War Theory posits the following principles:
(1) The Principle of Just Cause. A just war can only be fought to right a grievous wrong and must be engaged with a
view to redressing that injury. The right to personal self-defense is always just. We see this legally stated on the
personal level in Godâ€™s law: â€œIf the thief is caught while breaking in, and is struck so that he dies, there will be no
blood guiltiness on his accountâ€• (Ex. 22:2). We see it on the social level in granting the magistrate the right to capital
punishment for prescribed crimes: â€œHe who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to deathâ€• (Ex. 21:12).
God condemns â€œprinces are like wolves tearing the prey, by shedding blood and destroying lives in order to get dish
onest gainâ€• (Eze. 22:27). The encoding of legislation in the law regarding national armies takes the personal and local
right to self-defense to the national level: â€œThen Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim. So Moses said
to Joshua, â€˜Choose men for us, and go out, fight against Amalekâ€™â€• (Ex. 17:8-9; cp. 1 Sam. 30:3, 18-19). The ble
ssings of God include victory against the enemy who assails: â€œThe Lord will cause your enemies who rise up against
you to be defeated before you; they shall come out against you one way and shall flee before you seven waysâ€• (Dt. 28
:7). Even the New Testament commends just war by placing in the â€œHall of Faithâ€• those who â€œbecame mighty i
n war, put foreign armies to flightâ€• (Heb. 11:34).
(2) The Principle of Last Resort. In international relations when tensions are raised, Just War Theory seeks to insure pea
ce and safety. Just war can only be waged as a last resort, requiring that all reasonable non-violent options must be exh
austed before the use of force can be justified. Even about cities that threatened Israel we read: â€œWhen thou comest
nigh unto a city to fight against it, then proclaim peace unto it. And it shall be, if it make thee answer of peace, and open
s unto thee, then it shall be, that all the people that is found therein shall be tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve th
ee. And if it will make no peace with thee, but will make war against thee, then thou shalt besiege itâ€• (Dt. 20:10-12).3
(3) The Principle of Legitimate Authority. A war is just only if it is waged by a legitimate authority. Vigilante justice and ga
ng warfare are not God-ordained means of social conduct. They are debilitating features of social chaos evidencing the
breakdown of moral order.
Even just causes require just means of resolution. To plan war is to plan death, which requires duly sanctioned moral au
thority. This is held only by the civil magistrate, who is ordained to wield the sword in defense of its citizenry.
According to Romans 12:19, vengeance belongs to God who will repay the evildoer. Just three verses later Paul says th
at God has given the right to avenge wrongdoing to the civil magistrate who is the â€œminister of Godâ€• in this respect
( Rom. 13:1-4). â€œGovernors sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do rightâ€• (1 P
et. 2:14), which includes punishment of whole nations that threaten evil against another nation.
(4) The Principle of Successful Prospect. A war can only be just if it is fought with a reasonable chance of success. Hum
an life is precious, in that man is created in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-27). God has a special concern for man, His hi
ghest creature: â€œWhat is man, that Thou dost take thought of him? And the son of man, that Thou dost care for him?
â€• (Ps. 8:4). God ordains the protection of human life: â€œWhoever sheds manâ€™s blood by man his blood shall be
shed, for in the image of God He made manâ€• (Gen. 9:6). This, of course, prohibits suicide, even at the national level.
In a parable, Jesus touches on this principle of war: â€œOr what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, w
ill not first sit down and take counsel whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming a
gainst him with twenty thousand?â€• (Lk. 14:31). David expresses a concern for the prospect of utter defeat: â€œDavid i
nquired of the Lord, saying, â€˜Shall I pursue this band? Shall I overtake them?â€™ And He said to him, â€˜Pursue, for
you shall surely overtake them, and you shall surely rescue allâ€™â€• (1 Sam. 30:8).
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The righteous seek safety, not destruction: â€œMy God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; my shield and the horn of my s
alvation, my stronghold and my refuge; my savior, thou dost save me from violence. I am saved from my enemiesâ€• (2
Sam. 22:3-4). Consequently, wide-scale deaths and injury incurred in a hopeless cause are not morally justifiable, being
a form of national suicide.
(5) The Principle of Peaceful Objectives. The ultimate goal of a just war is to re-establish peace and safety. The historica
l goal of the Kingdom of God clearly teaches this primary historical objective: â€œHe will judge between the nations and
will render decisions for many peoples; and they will hammer their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will they learn warâ€• (Is. 2:4). As a counter-example,
Islam as a religion and culture has from its founding in Muhammad until the present been in a constant state of war with
other cultures.4
The just war goal of securing peace embodies the Biblical principle that we should â€œnot be overcome by evil, but ove
rcome evil with goodâ€• (Rom. 12:21). David, though a â€œman of warâ€• (1 Chr. 28:3), exhibits his righteous desire for
peace: â€œToo long has my soul had its dwelling with those who hate peace. I am for peace, but when I speak, they ar
e for warâ€• (Ps. 120:6-7). Rushdoony observes: â€œEven in wartime, Godâ€™s purpose, the furthering of life for the p
urposes of godly dominion, must be obeyed.â€•5
(6) The Principle of Proportionate Means. Just war is God-sanctioned violence. But the violence meted out in war must b
e proportional to the injury suffered. For instance, the laws governing capital punishment constrain the state by not allowi
ng the magistrate to capitally punish a thief (Ex. 22:7) or to put to death the murdererâ€™s family: â€œFathers shall not
be put to death for their sons, nor shall sons be put to death for their fathers; everyone shall be put to death for his own s
inâ€• (Dt. 24:16).6 Likewise, the aim of war must be constrained by principles of proportionality, according to the lex talio
nis principle of â€œan eye for an eyeâ€• (Ex. 21:24; Lev. 24:20f).
Rushdoony observed, â€œotal war is prohibited, either against man or against his land.â€•7 Napoleonâ€™s utter humili
ation of his enemies led to the Prussian military instructor, Karl von Clausewitz, developing the concept of â€œtotal war.
â€• But Godâ€™s law forbids total war: â€œWhen you besiege a city a long time, to make war against it in order to capt
ure it, you shall not destroy its trees by swinging an axe against them; for you may eat from them, and you shall not cut t
hem down. For is the tree of the field a man, that it should be besieged by you? Only the trees which you know are not fr
uit trees you shall destroy and cut down, that you may construct siegeworks against the city that is making war with you
until it fallsâ€• (Dt. 20:19-20).
(7) The Principle of Civilian Immunity. When just war is waged, military plans and actions must discriminate between co
mbatants and non-combatants. Unarmed civilians are never legitimate targets of war, and every reasonable effort must
be taken to avoid killing them. Civilian deaths are tolerable only as accidental, unavoidable collateral damage resulting fr
om an attack on a legitimate military target.
The Scriptures reflect this principle in various places. Armed combatants are the target of just war: â€œLet not him who
bends his bow bend it, nor let him rise up in his scale- armor; so do not spare her young men; devote all her army to des
tructionâ€• (Jer. 51:3). â€œWhen the Lord your God gives it into your hand, you shall strike all the men in it with the edg
e of the sword. Only the women and the children and the animals and all that is in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as
booty for yourself; and you shall use the spoil of your enemies which the Lord your God has given youâ€• (Dt. 20:13-14).
Again, this embodies the principle of man being the image of God and under His protection.
Conclusion
These principles, long maintained in Christian culture and established in Biblical law, must guide us in one of the most fe
arsome powers of government: the right to wage war. Godâ€™s Word directs us in all of life, and is especially important
in governing that which can end life and culture.
Notes
1. We must be careful to interpret Jesusâ€™ teaching from within His God-based worldview. For instance, this directive i
s not to be used with rapists, sodomites, and sado-masochists.
2. This psalm was left out of Roman Catholic peace activist Father Daniel Berriganâ€™s commentary on the Psalms.
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3. Israel had God-defined borders (Gen. 15:18; Ex. 23:31; etc.) and could never legitimately possess imperialistic preten
sions. This passage is not dealing with the special, limited Holy War which secured the Promised Land: â€œThus you s
hall do to all the cities that are very far from you, which are not of the cities of these nations nearbyâ€• (Dt. 20:15).
4. See my article on the Chalcedon website which shows the inherently destructive character of Islam: â€œChrist, Muha
mmad, and the Culture of Beheading.â€•
5. Rousas John Rushdoony, Institutes of Biblical Law (Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 1973), 355.
6. Those who claim court-ordered capital punishment is merely revenge encoded in law must recognize severe limits on
the offended: they cannot punish the criminal immediately (without trial), torture him, punish his family, or do anything be
yond the limits of the law. Capital punishment actually curtails personal revenge.
7. Rousas J. Rushdoony, The Institutes of Biblical Law (Vallecito, CA.: Ross House Books, 1973), 355.

Re: - posted by drifter (), on: 2019/11/11 7:42
When John the Baptist had soldiers come to him he did not tell them to stop being soldiers. Remember also the first Gen
tile to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit was Cornelius, a Roman military leader. We need police and military; this is
a fallen world.
My grandfather was a WW2 veteran. I truly believe the Allied victory was in response to praying christians.
To all veterans, thank you for your service and God bless you.
Re: - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2019/11/11 9:16
Is It Wrong For a Christian To Serve in the Military?
By David Servant
https://youtu.be/cGWDQMy2U9Y
Re: - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2019/11/11 10:35
When the scripture as a whole is consulted the answer for a Christian who is drafted or willingly enlisted in the military fo
r the express purpose of killing other men is blatantly obvious...Yes God is sending him.
When someone says "no Old testament for me" I want only new testament authority, we have no explicit teachings for or
against it, but neither do we for internet porn.
So, the easy answer is "Jesus is all about peace and love toward your fellow man" so war and killing are out.
When we sit comfortably in our homes rationalizations about enlisting or avoiding the military remain all academic.
In such a backdrop of safety and peace they are one and the same...human intentions untested, philosophies untried in t
he world of men.
When it comes home...when so much passivity has given your enemies a foothold on your lands, a place of power in yo
ur government, a gun in their hand to enforce their ideology what of your rationalizations then?
This has been the scenario of so many nations before, their neglect to be watchful over what God has by grace given th
em is now in immanent danger. Their wives and children are at the verge of being immediate subjects to murder, rape or
enslavement. Will you sing kum-by-ya then? Maybe some of you will, and just as quickly be added to the prison populati
on or stacks of bodies ready to be burned.
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Your strength as a man served no one in need. Your own family whom you claim to desire they learn only the word of G
od...will be stripped of bible, stripped of freedoms and stripped of a husband and father...and not even because you died
in battle, but died as a coward depending upon another man to rise up and do for you and your family what you have no
stomach to do for them.
I personally have no desire to shoot at let alone kill another man, there is nothing in me that wants anything to do with it.
But I also know that the justice system that may bring a man to execution for crimes is only 'one method' God uses to ju
dge men, he uses others and he uses men who are not judges, they are not in any legal capacity to execute anyone...bu
t they are under service to their country...no, even more their own love of God and family to preserve and hold on to suc
h privileges.
To so many, loyalty to a country, a nation, a constitution has been ripped away from you, you are living like a leech, blee
ding a host to death thinking you will just move on to another host and bleed them. Your living consists of killing not pres
erving the nation God has ordained to feed you.
No believing Christian just 'pulls the trigger' without conscience...his heart needs to be right with God in such matters. W
hen rationalizations and philosophy will not cut it, only faith in God having men do things they would never naturally seek
to do overcomes their skepticisms and internal arguments.

Re: - posted by drifter (), on: 2019/11/11 17:48
I would ask anyone who believes serving in the military is unscriptural:
What if you were walking down a street late at night and you heard a woman scream for help. You run to where she is a
nd there is a man with a knife trying to rape her.
Would you try to save her even though the rapist might die?
Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2019/11/11 21:45
Imagine that you were drafted into the German military in 1934 when Hitler became the official president of Germany. Im
agine that you were suddenly going to have to wage war against the Allies and to defend Germany and all its policies. W
ould it be your Christian duty to resist and rebel against your country? Or would it be your Christian duty to fight and defe
nd your country because the Bible does not prohibit one from being part of a nationâ€™s military and because you owe
your service to your country?
If you say your duty would be to rebel against your country yet you say one can never rebel against being part of the US
military regardless of any kind of corruption you are aware of, youâ€™re being inconsistent.

Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2019/11/11 21:54
Hi drifter, you wrote,
Quote:
-------------------------I would ask anyone who believes serving in the military is unscriptural:
What if you were walking down a street late at night and you heard a woman scream for help. You run to where she is and there is a man with a knife t
rying to rape her.
Would you try to save her even though the rapist might die?
-------------------------

Respectfully, thatâ€™s confusing two different things. One is being part of a nationâ€™s military and going to war with o
ther nations for who knows why, and the other is defending the innocent within your borders.
Being part of the military and being part of the police department are two entirely different things. Again, one may force y
ou to fight for unjust causes, while the other forces you to fight obvious crime within your nation in order to protect the in
nocent and prevent anarchy.
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Re: - posted by drifter (), on: 2019/11/12 8:02
I don't see them as different at all. Both instances, defending a woman from a rapist, and defending an entire country, ar
e acts that require violence upon a person.
Of course I would not fight for an unjust cause like Nazi Germany. But would I fight for the Allies? You bet!
Re: - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2019/11/15 11:42
This is a great question and it puts to the test my own rationalizations and opinions.
It was said earlier by someone, Christian first, American afterwards. But what about Christian first and German citizen in
1939? What of my rationalizations then.
I can only say given the hindsight available to me now...I would have enlisted to murder Jews for no other reason than th
ey were considered 'undesirables' by the German intelligencia. To me, that is unconscionable and absolutely to be resist
ed. But who then had such keen spiritual vision as to recognize Hitler's lies at that time?
Very few indeed...and men Like Bonheoffer stand out in stark contrast to following party politics.
Blindly grabbing the gun for God and country has ramifications far beyond present opinions of the matter.
Re: Honor Veterans/Military? - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2019/11/18 18:32
Many years ago a military veteran wrote extensively here on SI on this issue. Here is a link to those pieces - he was kno
wn here as Pastorfrin but has since died.
https://www.img.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic_pdf.php?topic_id=20029&forum=34
Must say this the way this text is set up can be a bit confusing to read but Pastorfrin spoke from experience and convicti
on.
Sandra

Re: Honor Veterans/Military? - posted by burn4Him (), on: 2019/12/5 18:26
For anyone interested in reading the article Ginny linked, a more readable copy is available through a simple web searc
h on the title and author. However, those interested or convicted in the topic of Christians separating their hearts and ar
ms from the military call should be aware that this concept was not invented by liberals and universalists. Nor is it just a
quirk of the "plain churches." Since the time of Christ, practical conclusions like this have been adopted and affirmed by
countless believers as an outflow of their thorough commitment to Bible doctrine, submission to Jesus' lordship, and prio
rity on evangelizing lost souls.
Here's just one example, written on the eve of World War 1 (that horrible and needless debacle that provided some mor
al and socioeconomic preconditions for the Nazi project to take hold). Years ago I read that this book was banned in Eng
land during the war years, but I can't currently locate that citation.
https://ia800205.us.archive.org/0/items/cu31924029191613/cu31924029191613.pdf
Here are a few highlights from "Blood Against Blood":
"The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but spiritual," said Paul, in describing the central principle of the overcoming
of evil in the world. The words of Christ "Love your enemies" are absolute. They embody his description of the spirit ani
mating the children of God on earth, as opposed to that controlling the children of the world. And why ?
"That ye may be the children of your Father who is in heaven, who maketh His sun to shine upon the evil and on the goo
d, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust." And in describing the heathen - the unregenerate, - he said: "If ye lov

Page 10/12

General Topics :: Honor Veterans/Military?

e them who love you, what reward have ye, do not even the heathen the same."
The difference then between the heathen and the Christian is an essential difference in spirit and disposition and in the
means employed to remedy the evils in the world: to the heathen it is carnal power and worldly war, expressed in hatred
and ending in death; to the Christian it is spiritual power and gospel war, expressed in love and ending in life.
In the one, man sacrifices his neighbour and sheds blood; in the other, man sacrifices himself and lets his own blood be
shed. In the one it is Cain; in the other it is Abel.
The final expression of the two alternative and extreme remedies for sin at the opposite poles of spiritual forces - life-givi
ng and death-giving - the Blood shed once and for all, the endless blood-shedding, are gruesome. The Cain principle an
d the Abel principle, the Beast life and Lamb life, War and Calvary, the massacring hosts, and the holy army of martyrs each utters, at its own culmination, a truth which has been written in red on black all down human history, and which can
not be written on white in grey or in green, whatever the new theologies or theosophies, the new peace systems, or the
new social reformations of modern days may say or do.
...Christianity is the only remedy to war. Not a bloodless gospel on the one hand, not an adulterated evangelicalism on t
he other. It must be Blood against blood...
The remedy for war, and the sin which produces it, must be as extreme, as costly and as painful, as the disease it has to
remove. It is the fashion just now to consider the bloodiness of Calvary as too unpleasant a subject for polite ears. Our
modern humanitarianism would do away altogether with the doctrine of the cross. The vulgar spitting, the crown of thorn
s, the mocking enthronement, the seven hours hanging on wounds, the pierced side, are disagreeable subjects.Â For if
they mean anything they mean "the exceeding sinfulness of sin," and the completely "lost" state of the most comfortable
moralists around us, apart from personal salvation by the cross of Christ.
--This book is not anti-military in the ordinary sense.Â It is simply pro-Christian....It is opposed to wars of destruction simp
ly because it advocates the war of Salvation, and believes it to be the only true remedy to the ills from which fallen huma
nity suffers. It is loyal to all kings alike in being loyal to the King of kings, who "came not to destroy men's lives, but to sa
ve them."
--True Christianity is alone true science, because it deals with causes, not effects, with roots, not fruits.Â It removes sin in
stead of merely suppressing it. It cleanses it away instead of gilding it over. It destroys war by destroying the spirit which
engenders war.
--Sin is an endless circle-what the French call le cercle vicieux. Apart from divine, supernatural salvation, the history of ma
nkind hitherto has been sin, war, death, and so on without end.
...And here is that circle broken by faith at the cross.Â Here the new cycle of life commences at Calvary: Sin, False Pea
ce, War, Death - then a full stop at THE CROSS and then - Purity, Peace, Life; and thenceforth the endless circle of life f
or the glory of God, with its earthly expression in the holy war of salvation even, if needs be, unto the death of the Cross.
This completed cycle of the Christian's career is beautifully summarised in the twelfth chapter of the Revelation: "and the
y overcame him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony, and they loved not their lives unto
the death." Beginning at the Cross in seeking their own salvation, they end at the Cross in seeking the salvation of other
s, and in sacrificing their lives in their turn in the holy war.
--The chief value of the study of the character of war is never to be found in the negative aspect, but in the view it gives, b
y contrast, of the real character and obligations of the true Christian warfare. That which is merely negative has no life in
it. The question is not what war is wrong for Christians, but what war is right for them...
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...For the individual to put on peace principles as a cloak, or to accept them as a doctrinal legacy from ancestors, or from
some particular denomination of Christians, without a corresponding intensity of divine war principles and practices, wou
ld be an anomaly. A truth, which is not personally experienced as life, is inoperative and self-deceiving. It has an elemen
t of unreality. It does not fit with facts. But the converse is also true: wherever there is a revival of the spirit of apostolic C
hristianity, there also appears a revival of the conviction and testimony that war is anti-Christian.
...The Scriptures clearly indicate that the end of the age would have a Laodicean character. The falling away from true fa
ith would become more and more rapid till the words would be fulfilled: "when the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith
on the earth?" (Luke 18:8),Â showing that our Lord was there speaking of the kind of faith which excludes all those false
faiths under whose deluding influence our fallen race hopes to create in its own wisdom and power permanent peace an
d prosperity on earth. Gospel faith produces a hope of an exactly opposite character, namely one centered upon the retu
rn of the Lord. It is the purifying hope alluded to in 1 John 3:3.
Re: Honor Veterans/Military? - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2019/12/6 4:35
Another helpful resource on this issue: What If Jesus Meant Every Word he said? by Dean Taylor.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJg58f7G67k
Sandra
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